Google 



This is a digital copy of a book lhal w;ls preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as pari of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one thai was never subject 

to copy right or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often dillicull lo discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher lo a library and linally lo you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud lo partner with libraries lo digili/e public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order lo keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial panics, including placing Icchnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make n on -commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request thai you use these files for 
personal, non -commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort lo Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each lile is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use. remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is slill in copyright varies from country lo country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull lexl of 1 1 us book on I lie web 
al |_-.:. :.-.-:: / / books . qooqle . com/| 




-*- V 



%9i'-' :s 4^' 



ouuuo*261M 



rz 



- *<Uj<*fc^-J^, .•*<■*, -r 



t 



»• 



■»■ ■■*(.■. *-.**-fc«fc«»»- t».»«ii *.l ^ i 




••X- ^ 



?"\'. ? 






• 



. w; -t- - 



c- V 



1. 



Xippet'fi CMtton 



OF 



GENERAL WHITELOCKE'S 



TRIAL AT LARGE. 



Price Five Shillings. 



v ■.■ 






I-* 

I « 



TRIAL 

t 

OF 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL 

JOHN WHITELOCKE, 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF 

i 

or tpe 

N EXPEDITION Ct? 

AGAINST 

BUENOS AYRES, 

BY COURT-MARTIAL, HELD IN CHELSEA COLLE 
On Thursday, the 28th January, J808 

A$D SUCCEEDING DAYS. 




TAKEN VERBATIM IK SHORT HAND, 

BY A STUDENT OF MIDDLE TEMPLE. 



u This it not the Case of an Officer on his Trial by Court Martial for any one 
particular fact alledged against him, but it is the/™/ Trial by Court Martial, institute 
to investigate into the Conduct of a General Officer, haying the command of an Expe* 
dition against a foreign Province."— Judge Advocate. 



■**■ 



LONDON: 

Printed for Samuel Tipper, Leadenhall-Street ; B. Crosby and Co., Stationer*? 
Court; James Richardson, opposite the Royal Exchange ; John Walker* 
Paternoster-Row; John Hatchard, Piccadilly, and John Booth, Duke* 
Strett, Portland-Place ; sold also by every Bookseller in the Empire, 

T, Gillet, Printer, Crown-Court, 

1809. 



*s/ '■*.. to 



* 



■*# 



1 



TRIAL 



OP 



LIEUT. GENERAL JOHN WHITELOCKE, , 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE LATE EXPEDITION 

AGAINST BUENOS AYRES : 

* 

BY COURT MARTIAL, 

f d at Chelsea College^ on Thursday, the 28f A of January ^ 1808, 

and several succeeding Days. 



ten o'clock precisely, the several 
jneral and Lieutenant-general Offi- 
*s, summoned to form the Court, 
embled in the Great Hall, and soon 
er took their stations at the table 
:ording to their rank, in the follow- 
; order : 

dent, General Sir William Mea- 
dows, K. B. 
rals. Hon. J. C. Norton, 
Viscount Lake, 

Samuel Hulse, 

James Oglevie, 

Cornelius Cuyler, 

.-genls. Hon. Henry Edward Fox, 

Sir James Dutfj Knt 

George Harris, 

Lord Cathcart, K. T. 

Francis Dundas, 

Alexander Ross, 

Henry Pigot, 

Sir Georse Nugent, Bart. 

William Loftus, 

Richard R. Wilford, 

Thomas Garth, 

Vaughan Lloyd, 

Miles Stavely, 

Jeutenant-sjeneral Sir John Moore. 
K. B. 

; Judge Advocate, the Honourable 
rd Ryder, took his seat at the 
of the table, on the right hand 
• President. Lieutenant-general 
locke stood a little in the rear on 
t of the President at a table, where 



his counsel, the King's aid-de-camp, and 
other attendants on the General sat. 
On the right of the President, another 
table was provided, where the Adjutant 
and assistant Adjutant-generals, who as- 
sisted on the part of the prosecution, 
sat at the head ; trie deputy Judge Ad- 
vocate at the foot, and the short hand 
writers, and assistant clerks on either 
side. 

The business of the Court was opened 
by the Judge Advocate reading the war- 
rant for summoning the Court Martial, 
and calling over the names of the mem- 
bers. 

The deputy Judge Advocate was then 
ordered by the Court to read the several 
charges as follow: 

First Charge. — That Lieutenant- ge- 
neral Whiteiocke, having received in- 
structions from his Majesty's principal 
Secretary of State, to proceed for the 
reduction of the province of Buenos 
Ayres, pursued measures ill calculated 
to facilitate that conquest; that when 
the Spanish commander had shewn such 
symptoms of a disposition to treat as to 
express a desire to communicate with 
Major-general Gower, the second in 
Command, upon the subject of terms, 
the said Lieutenant-general Whiteiocke 
did return a message, in which he de- 
manded, amongst other articles, the sur- 
render of persons holding civil offices 
in the government of Buenos Ayres, as 
prisoners of war. That the said Lieute- 
nant-general Whiteiocke in making suck 
& • 



fc Atrial op tif utenaKt-ceneral whitelocke. 

an offensive and unusual demand, tend- purport of their orders, were left with- 
ing to exasperate the inhabitants of out support or further orders, and con- 
Buenos Ayres, to produce and encourage siderable detachments under Lieutenant- 
a spirit of resistance to his Majesty's colonel Duff, and Brigadier-general 
arms, to exclude the hope of amicable Craufurd, were thereby compelled to 
accommodation, and to increase the dif- surrender; such conduct on the part of 
Acuities of the service with which he was Lieutenant-general Whitelocke tending 
entrusted, acted in a manner unbecoming to the defeat and dishonour of his Ma- 
ins duty as an officer, prejudicial to mili- jesty's arms, to lessen the confidence of 
tary discipline, and contrary to the arti- the troops in the skill and courage of 
cles of war. their officers, being unbecoming and dis- 
Stcond Charge. — That the said Lieut, graceful to his* character as an officer, 
general Whitelocke, after the landing of prejudicial to good order and military 
Jhe troops at Eusinada, and during the discipline, and contrary to the articles of 
march from thence to the town, of Bue- war. 

nos Ay res, did not make the military ar- Fourth Charge. — That the said Lieu- 

rangements best calculated to insure the tenant-general Whitelocke, subsequently 

success of his operations against the to the attack upon Buenos Ayres, and at 

town; and that having known, previously a time when tne troops under his com- 

to his attack upon the town of Buenos mand were in possession of posts on each 

Ayres, upon the 5th of July, 1807, as flank of the town, and of the principal 

appears from his dispatch of July the arsenal, with a communication open to 

10th, that the enemy meant to occupy the fleet, and having an effective force of 

the llat roofs of the houses, he did never- about live thousand men, did enter into, 

theless, in the said attack, divide his and finally conclude a treaty with the 

forces into several brigades and parts, enemy, whereby he acknowledges in 

and ordered the whole to be unloaded, the public dispatch of the 10th July, 

and no tiring to be permitted on any ac- 1807, that " he resolved to forego tlie 

count; and under this order to march advantages which the bravery of his 

into the principal streets of the town, un- troops had obtained, and which advan- 

provided with proper and sufficient tages had cost him about two thousand 

means for forcing the barricadoes, five hundred men in killed, wounded, and 

whereby the troops were unnecessarily prisoners ;" and that by such treaty he 

exposed to destruction, without the pos- unnecessarily and shamefully surrendered 

ability of making effectual opposition ; such advantages, totally evacuated the 

such conduct betraying great professional town of Buenos Ayres,.and consented to 

incapacity on the part of the said Lieute- deliver up to the eneniv the strong fortre* 

irant-general Whitelocke, tending to les- of Monte Video, which had been deliver- 

sen the confidence of the troops in the ed to his charge, and which at the period 

conduct of their ofticers, being deroga- of the treaty and abandonment, was well 

lory to the honour of hisMaje>ty's arms, and sufficiently garrisoned and provided 

contrary to his duty as an officer, preju- against attack, and which was not, at 

dicial to good order and military disci- such period, in a state of blockade or 

pliiie, and contrary to the articles of siege; such conduct on the part of 

war. Lieutenant-general Whitelocke tending 

Third Charge. — That the said Lieu- to the dishonour of his Majesty's arms, 

tenant-general Whitelocke (lid not make, and being contrary to his duty as an 

althougli it was in his power, any effec- officer, prejudicial" to good order and 

tual attempt, by his own personal exer- military discipline, and contrary to the 

tions or otherwise, to co-operate with or articles of war. 

support the different divisions of the Judge Advocate. — " Liculenant-ge- 

axmy under his command, when engaged neral Whitelocke are you guilty of these 

with the enemy in the streets of Buenos several charges, or not guilty ? 

Ayres, on the 5thof July, 1807, whereby General IV hticlc* he.— " Sot guilty." 

those troops, after having encountered President. — " All persons who are 

and surmounted a constant and well- summoned to give evidence upon this 

directed lire, and having effected the Court Martial, are desired to withdraw.* 
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Rear-admirals Murray,Generals Cow- 
er, Craufurd, and other officers who 
were witnesses then withdrew. 

Judge Advocate. — On the part of Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, I am to submit to the 
Court that he request* that the Adjutant 
and Quarter-masters-general belonging 
to the expedition may be permitted to 
attend in Court, conceiving that they 
may be of use to him in his defence. It 
is not necessary for me to state that the 
evidence of thes>e witnesses will be mate- 
rial for the prosecution, and that in order 
to comply with General Whitelocke's re- 
quest it will be necessary to deviate 
from the general rule of Courts Martial, 
of precluding all witnesses on both side* 
from being pre>ent. This is a point for 
the Court to decide upon, whether they 
will think fit to accede to the request. 

Hie Court was then cleared, and after 
some time the doors were again opened, 
and General Whitelocke having resum- 
ed his station, was informed that his re- 
quest could not be complied with. 

The Judge Advocate then rose and 
addressed the Court nearly as follows: 

President, and General Officers of the 
Court Martial, 

"Though you are met together on the 
most important occasion the military 
history of this country has afforded, or 
ever called for an inquiry into, I shall 
not long detain you in opening th<»e 
charges. The subject is too painful for 
unnecessary prolixity, and the events 
are too recent ajid too deeply impressed 
upon the memory and the feelings of 
every man, to require a statement that 
will take up much time in this earlv part 
of the proceedings. You are afready 
acquainted that the expedition entrusted 
to the command of General Whitelocke, 
which was, in the opinion of those that 
planned it, as more than an adequate 
force to accomplish its object, (the re- 
duction of Buenos Ayres) has totally 
failed — failed with the deplorable loss of 
a large portion of the gallant army en- 
gaged in it ; and failed not only in the 
object of its intention, but ended in the 
absolute surrender of those valuable ad- 
vantages the valour of the British troops 
had, under another commander, pre- 
viously acquired in the important pos- 
jewon of Monte Video. 



" By this unfortunate event those 
hopes have been defeated which had 
been so justly and universally entertained 
— of discovering new markets for our 
manufactures— of giving a wider field to 
the spirit and enterprize of our mer- 
chants—of opening new sources of trea- 
sures and new scope for exertion, in 
supplying either the rude wants of na- 
tions emerging from barbarism, or the ar- 
tificial demands of luxury and refinement 
in those remote regions of the globe. 
Important as these objects may at all 
times be considered by this country, the 
universal state of Europe, and the daily 
attempts making to exclude us from our 
accustomed intercourse with the conti- 
nent, have increased the importance of 
these objects, and added to the disappoint- 
ment of those hopes. This disappointment 
has also been uainfully embittered by 
the disgrace which a failure under all. 
such circumstances has a Mixed on the 
British arms. A diminution of military 
fame must by us be considered as a na- 
tional calamity, and at no period so se- 
verely felt as this, when our military 
character is become more than ever es- 
sential, not only to our honour and our 
fame, but to the independence, to the li- 
berties, and to the existence of Great 
Britain. 

" It is certainly a great consolation, 
that whatever misfortune our military 
renown has sustained, the conduct of 
the troops had no share in the oppro- 
brium. I believe we shall find that the 
more those proceedings of the 5th July 
shall be examined into, the more appa- 
rent it will become, that no troops ever 
displayed more courage — and, with the 
exception of what may be connected 
with the subject of these cliarges, 
(though I must hope that the result of this 
inquiry may prove this exception to be 
undeserved) that no officers ever dis- 
played more coolness, conduct, determi- 
nation, and devotion to their cause, even 
in the course of the most victorious tri- 
umph, than was displayed by the British 
oflicers during the whole of this destruc- 
tive engagement. Under the pressure 
of this severe and public misfortune, 
which has been so aggravated by the ac- 
cumulated weight of all the considera- 
tions to which I have alluded, the pro- 
priety and the necessity of this inquiry 
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nfttst' be sufficiently obvious and indis- 
pensable : the country has a right to be 
informed of the true cause to which this 
unexampled and unexpected disaster 
should be attributed. But if it is the 
right of the public to institute this in- 
quiry* it is no less important to General 
WhitelocKe himself. The reports to his 
prejudice which have unavoidably crept 
into circulation, and which have sur- 
vived even the impressions of sorrow for 
the fetal trausactions of South America, 
are perhaps increased by the natural pro- 
pensities of the human mind, to attach 
, blame to some one object; but these 
Reports slill so prevalent, have made it 
the duty of his Majesty's ministers to 
institute this inquiry. I must beg, how- 
ever, to have it understood that, by ad- 
verting to these reports, I wish merely 
to prove that this Court Martial is not 
snore essential for the public satisfaction, 
than it is necessary to General White- 
locke himself. So far from wishing to 
bring forward these reports in aid of the 
prosecution, that if I was not afraid of 
wounding your honourable feelings by 
the appearance of a doubt which I can- 
xtot entertain, I would most earnestly 
intreat you to dismiss from your memory 
every reflection you have beard respect- 
ing these unfortunate events : every sus- 
picion, every prejudice you may have 
nitherto permitted your minds to enter- 
tain, and to come to this inquiry, as I 
well know you do come, free from every 
preconceived opinion, and prepared to 
judge the merits of this case, according 
to the face of the transactions' them- 
selves, coupled with the evidence that 
* will entrust to you the power of a full 
investigation. I am so far from wishing 
to press such reports into the service of 
this prosecution, that if I did not know 
it to be unnecessary, I would most ear- 
nestly enforce the just claim of General 
Whitelocke, to the protection of your 
consciences, and of your oaths, against 
any effects they might produce. 

" But, gentlemen, it is not upon re- 
ports that these individual charges are 
grounded. They stand upon stronger 
evidence than idle talk and vague ru- 
mour, for they are taken from the orders 
and the dispatches of General White- 
locke himself. There is not a circum- 
Etance alledged against him, that is not 



derived from his own statement of facts. 
The character of these "facts certainly 
involves imputations of the most serious 
nature, but the facts themselves are 
taken from -his own account of his own 
conduct: so much so, that I might deem 
myself warranted to discharge my duty 
to the public, by laying the orders and the 
dispatches of Gen. Whitelocke before you 
as statements of themselves, and without 
any other evidence, they might be found - 
abundantly sufficient to call upon Ge-- 
iteral Whitelocke for his defence. He 
is his own accuser — he has furnished a 
strong testimony against himself, and 
whether that testimony will be contra- 
dicted or confirmed — whether the cha- 
racter of these charges will be strength- 
ened or disproved by 'the evidence I 
shall call, I have not had the means to 
ascertain. Jf a private prosecutor had 
come forward, as has more usually hap- 
pened, he might have been able, by his 
own local knowledge and his previous 
communications, to have stated to you 
what facts such witness had it in his 
power to prove, and how these facts are 
connected with 'those charges. But £ 
have not such information. The pur- 
poses of justice will, however, be equally 
aided by the present mode of proceed- 
ing, though I am afraid at the expence of 
a much larger portion of your time and 
trouble, than in the other case would 
have been necessary. Upon your ac- 
count I must therefore regret the ab- 
sence of those advantages, though in one 
point of view it is whoHy immaterial; 
for even if I knew that. each of the wit- 
nesses I have summoned to attend you, 
was possessed of facts tending only to 
the justification of General Whitelocke, 
I would deem it equally my duty, as 
holding the situation in which I have 
now the honour of addressing you, to 
bring forward those witnesses for your 
examination, as much as if I knew that 
their evidence would confirm every 
censure and misconduct imputed to 
him. 

" The only object therefore, of this 
prosecution is, as it ought to be, that the 
business coming before you may be in- 
vestigated to the bottom, and that jus- 
tice may then be done. With this view 
I have summoned all those essentially 
connected with the expedition; all the 
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general officers and their staff, and all 
me officers, either originally command- 
ing divisions, or who succeeded to the 
command ; the Quarter-marter-general, 
the Adjutant-general, the Commissary- 
general, the Admiral, the Captains 
appointed to superintend the naval 
operations, the Lieutenants of the gun- 
boats: in a word, every officer whose, 
rank in the army, whose station, who 
. from the peculiar nature of his duties, 
or who from any other circumstance, 
may possibly be enabled to throw any 
light upon this subject: and if in the 
course of this inquiry it shall appear that 
thqpe are still others who have not been 
summoned, but whose evidence may be 
wished for, there is no member of this 
Court who can more anxiouslv desire 
that your judgmept should be suspended 
till that additional testimony snail be 
obtained. It is with this intention, and 
in this disposition, I shall follow the 
example or my predecessors on similar 
occasions, by repressing in this stage of 
the proceedings, any observations upon 
the charges. After the evidence shall be 
closed, 1 may, if it shall be found neces- 
sary, avail myself of the opportunity to 
again address you, but in the mean 
time the charges do not require, nor 
shall I offer a comment or an explana- 
tion. The charges are sufficiently 
pointed and expressed ; they speak for 
themselves ; I have only to express my 
wishes that it may be in the power of 
General Whitelocke to explain them 
away, or entirely refute them." 

The President then directed that there 
should be no publication of the pro- 
ceedings of the Court, until the wnole 
should be closed, otherwise such publi- 
cation should be considered as a con- 
tempt of the Court, and treated accord- 
ingly. 

The military commission appointing 
Lieutenant-general Whit< lorke to com- 
mand the expedition, dated 24th Febru- 
ary, 1807, was then read. 

The appointment of Lieutenant-gene • 
ral Whitelocke as Civil Governor of the 
Spanish province of Buenos Ayres, in 
South America, upon surrender to the 
British arms, was next read. 

The military instructions to Lieute-' 
riant-general Whitelocke, signed by his 
Hoyal Highness Jhe Commander-in-chief, 



and dated Horse Guards, 7th February, 
1807, were read. — See Appen. (No. I.") 
The additional instructions, dated Horse 
Guards, 24th February, 1807, were next 
read. — See Appendix (No. II.) 

Instructions to Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke, signed Howick, in the ab- 
sence of Mr. Windham, and dated 5th 
of March, 1807, read.--See Appendix 
(No. fll.) 

Judge Advocate. — " I should here 
state to the Court, that the written evi- 
dence which has been produced and 
read, and such other written evidence as 
shall hereafter be produced, will be read 
from certified copies ; to which General 
Whitelocke has intimated to me that he 
has no objection to their being considered 
as evidence. 

The public letter from Lieutenant- 
general Whitelocke to the Secretary of 
State, Mr. Windham, dated Buenos 
Ayres, 10th July, 1807, and which ap- 
peared in the gazette, was then read. — 
See Appendix (No. IV.) 

Judge Advocate. .The private dis- 
patch sent to Mr. Windham of the same 
date, is the next piece of evidence I shall 
ofl'er. I term it private, as the certified 
copy which I have received, states it so 
to me; but General Whitelocke informs 
me that I have termed it incorrectly, as 
it was as much meant for the public as 
the other. 

Grntral Whitelocke. — Government 
were at liberty to have published either, 
and this might have satisfied the public 
better. 

The dispatch was then read. See Ap- 
pendix Qso. V.) 

Juda;e Advocate. Having now pro- 
duced all the written evidence which I 
think can be produced without oral tes- 
timony, it becomes a very important 
matter for the Court to consider what 
mode of proceeding it will adopt. Two 
courses of proceeding present them- 
selves ; the one, to proceed in the exa- 
mination of the witnesses charge by 
charge. The other of taking the evi- 
dence in the order in which the conside- 
ration of the time consumed in the expe- 
dition naturally presents itself. In the 
former course of proceeding the Court 
will observe, that there will be a neces- 
sity of calling back the same witness per- 
haps four different times, and some oifft* 
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culty may be found in separating the 
evidence appl liable to each particular 
charge, as it will naturally run from one 
charge into another. Jn the latter course 
of proceeding there are two points, into 
which it may fairly be divided. The 
first to comprehend all the circumstan- 
ces that passed previous to the landing, 
and during the march, up to the end of 
the 4th July. The other to include the 
attack itself on the 5th and all that 
happened consequently. The propriety 
of taking the enquiry in the last mode 
has struck me very forcibly, as by 
that means the Court will obtain a dis- 
tinct view of what the state of the army- 
was at the close of the 4th July, it3 ef- 
fective force, in ammunition, provisions, 
artillery, — the information obtained of 
the strength and position of the enemy — 
his means and disposition to resist — and 
every other point the Court may think 
necessary to enquire into, to the time 
when the orders were given for the at- 
tack. The Court being thus in posses- 
sion of all these facts, will be the better 
able to form a judgment, both on the 
plan itself and the execution of it. £ 
have no preference to either plan, and 
can have no other wish than that the 
question should be before the Court in 
the most distinct and clearest manner. 
I believe General Whitelocke has no 
objection to taking the case in the order 
of time ; I felt it my duty to submit the 
matter to the Court, it Is for them to 
consider and decide which plan they 
will think proper to adopt. 

Generai Whitelocke — Perhaps it would 
save time to take it altogether. 

Jud>c Advocate — In my opinion, the 
plan suggested by General Whitelocke 
would be attended with considerable 
difficulty, as the Court would have to 
call several witnesses, before the Court 
could apply their minds to the consider 
ration of the answers the first witness 
had given, or how far those answers bear 
upon the case. According to that mode 
ot proceeding it would become neces- 
sary to call the same witnesses over and 
over again. Perhaps it would be better 
now to read the treaty, which is a ma- 
terial piece of evidence ; we shall then 
have completed the written evidence. 
I ought to state to the Court, that all 
the documents alluded to in Mr. Wind- 



ham's instructions are before the Court, 
but, being voluminous, I have not read 
them, conceiving there were no material 
points in thetn applying to this prosecu- 
tion. They are in General White locke's 
possession, and if he thinks there are any 
points in them which may avail him, he 
may now, or at any time hereafter, have 
the assistance he may expect to receive 
from them. 

The definitive treaty between General 
Whitelocke, Rear-admiral Murray, and 
General Liniers, was then read. — See 
Appendix (No. VI.) 

The Court was now cleared. 

W 7 hen again opened, the President in- 
formed General Whitelocke, that the 
Court had determined to divide the case 
into two parts, the one embracing the 
period to the close of the 4th July, 
and the other, from that time till signing 
the definitive treaty. 

Judge Advocate. — I thought a very 
short time ago we had arrived at the end 
of the written evidence. I conceived 
by analogy, and in allusion to the pro- 
ceedings bf the other courts, to which I 
am more accustomed, that the rest of 
the written evidence which ought to 
form a part of the minutes of the Court, 
but which did not immediately bear 
upon any of the charges, might be en- 
tered as read. I am, However, informed 
by tho.se who are more conversant with 
the proceedings of courts-martial, that 
the evidence must be read, in order to 
allow it to appear on the minutes, and 
therefore I am afraid I shall be under 
the necessity of troubling the Court 
with hearing those other documents read, 
one of which is the instructions to Briga* 
dier-general Craufurd, who left the 
country previous to General White- 
locke s appointment ; they respect the 
conduct General Craufurd was to pursue 
towards the inhabitants of the country in 
case of an acce>sion of territory, and 
these are referred to in Mb. Windham's 
instructions to General Whitelocke, as 
those by which his conduct was to be 
guided in a similar case. As the expe- 
dition, unfortunately, failed, and no ac- 
cession of territory was gained, it did 
not appear to me, that those instructions 
could form any part of the evidence ; but, 
as it is usual, it will be necessary to r#a4 
them. 
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The instractions from Mr. Windham, 
to Brigadier-general Cranfurd, dated 
30th October, 1806, were then read. 

Letter from Mr. Windham to General 
Craufurd, of the same date, read. 

Orders of council, dated the 1st Oc- 
tober 1806, read. — See Appendix (No. 
VII.) 

Orders of Council, dated 17th Sep- 
tember, 1806, read. — See Appendix 
(No. VIII.) 

Judge Advocate. — General White- 
locke nas desired me to state to the 
Court, although it is no part of my of- 
ficial situation, that he understood that, 
notwithstanding the decision of the 
Court, that the adjutant and quarter- 
master-general should not be allowed to 
remain in Court during, the examination 
of other witnesses, yet that he might be 
at liberty to call them as often as it 
might be convenient. He now wishes 
to call the quarter-master-general into 
Court. 

General Whitelocke. — I only mean 
while the examination is going on res- 
pecting the march, in which he was very 
much concerned. 

Judge Advocate. — In calling General 
Gower, my object is to examine him res- 
pecting all that passed previous to the 
landing. General Whitelocke applies to 
have the quarter-master- general present, 
during the examination of General 
Gower upon these points. 

Court. — That point is considered as 
already decided. 

General Whitelocke. — I should not 
have troubled the Court, had I under-. 
stood it was refused to that extent. 

Major-general John Leveson Gower, 
sworn and examined by the Judge 
Advocate. 

Q. Were you second in command in 
the expedition against the province of 
Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I was. I was the only Major-ge- 
neral on that expedition. 

Q. Did you sail from England with 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke ? 

A. I sailed from England with him in 
the Thisbe frigate. 

Q. State to the Court with what force 
you sailed from England ? 



A. I have no specific return of the 
force : it consisted generally of the 89th 
regiment, a troop of horse-artillery, and 
recruits from various corps ; their exact 
number [ do not knoft. 

Q. Was that force destined for Monte 
Video ? 

A. I had no specific information upon 
that head, but I understood so. 

Q. They had not arrived when you 
sailed for Buenos Ayres from Monte Vi- 
deo? 

A. They had not even been heard of. 

Q. Were you in daily expectation of 
their arrival when you sailed from Monte 
Video ? 

A. Certainly. The period that had 
elapsed gave me every reason to suppose 
they would either arrive shortly, or had 
missed their passage entirely. 

Q. State what passed during the voy- 
age from Monte Video to Buenos 
Ayres ? 

A. I do not recollect any thing that 
passed of a military nature: having on 
board forty artillery soldiers only, there 
was no specific duty for the officers' on 
their passage. All that passed was that 
sort ot general intercourse which usually 
occurs between passengers. 

Q. Did you go to Colonia in the voy- 
age between Monte Video and Bueuo£ 
Ayres ? 

A. I did. 

Q. For what purpose did you pro- 
ceed to Colonia ? 

A. When the fleet had proceeded a 
certain distance, Lieut.-general White- 
locke was pleased to order that I should 
go on board the Rolla gun-brig, com- 
manded by Rear-admiral Murray, to Co- 
lonia, for the purpose of superintending 
the embarkation of the garrison, which 
had been stationed under Lieutenant- 
colonel Pack. 

Q. Did you bring away the whole gar- 
rison there? 

A. I did. 

Q. Of what force did that garrison 
consist ? 

A. It consisted of the light companies 
of that army, three companies of the 
95th regiment, and the 40th regiment ; 
their exact numbers I had no means of 
ascertaining. There were also some ar- 
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tillery ; but I have not the returns by 
me. 

Q. Were your orders to bring away 
all the horse-artillery ? 

A. The orders I received were discre- 
tionary in a certain degree. They were 
to embark the force as speedily as I 
could, lest the fleet, then in an exposed 
situation in the river, should receive any 
damage, by delaying the junction of that 
detachment; and Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke left it discretionary with me 
to leave a small force on shore, if I found 
from the reports I collected on my arrival 
there, that they could have been left in 
a tolerable degree of security. Finding 
from the reports which I collected, that 
any considerable diminution of the num- 
ber of troops in Colonia would risk the 
loss of any detachment which might be 
left, I embarked the whole ; there were 
not any transports reported to me at Co- 
lonia nt to receive horses. 

Q. In point of fact, were there any-;* 
and if any, what number of horses left at 
Colonia by you? 

A. I do not know exactly. Lieute- 
nant-colonel Pack, who commanded 
there, will be able to give that informa- 
tion. 

Q. On what day did you join the fleet 
after you left Colonia ? 

A. On the 26th June. 

Q. On what day did you land ? 

A. On the 28th.. 

Q. Did the whole army land on that 
day? 

A. I do not know: I received orders 
to advance with a division to the heights 
above the morass, with the 95th, 38th, 
and 87th regiments under my com- 
mand. 

Q. State what orders you received 
from Lieutenaut-general Whitelocke du- 
ring the march. 

A. On the 1st July I received an order 
to take a position on the heights beyond 
the village of Reduction, which I accord- 
ingly did Upon the 2d I received ano- 
ther order, directing that I should ad- 
vance, and endeavour to discover a pass 
across the Rio Chuelo, and if I. did And 
it, to forde it, and make a lodgment on 
the other side ; and, if possible, to open 
a communication with the navy. This 
day we met some of the enemy's cavalry. 
Brigadier-general Craufurd, who was in 



advance, reported to me that he had seen 
a considerable body of the enemy's in- 
fantry, with some artiHery, and requested 
permission to attack tneni. I accord- 
ingly made an order for that purpose, 
and he advanced. 

Q. Were the orders you received from 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke verbal or 
written, or both ? 

A. The orders were not written, ex- 
cept the one I received to proceed to 
Colonia; this was in the possession of my 
Aide-de-Camp, who was afterwards taken 
prisoner, and he destroyed it to prevent 
its getting into the hands of the enemy. 

Adjourned at three o'clock, until to- 



morrow. 



SECOND DAY. 

FRIDAY, JAN. 29. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, Major-general J. Leveson 
Gower was further examined as fol- 
lows: 

Q. By the Judge Advocate. — What 
was the name of your aid-de-camp to 
whom you gave the order mentioned in 
your former evidence ? 

A. Captain Maxwell of the 63d regi- 
ment of foot. 

Q. Who brought that order to you 
from Lieutenant-general Whitelocke? 

A. Lieutenant-eolonel Bourke, quar- 
ter-master-general of the forces. 

Major-general Gower here requested 
to add the two following paragraphs to 
his former evidence, viz. 

The 87th regiment was to have joined 
me on the march, and I was directed, if 
I should make a lodgment in the sub- 
urbs of the town, to summon ; and if the 
enemy demanded what terms General 
Whitelocke proposed, 1 was to send them 
the terms accompanying that order. 

Q. Is the Court to understand that 
the terms were specifiecHn the order ? 

A. Certainly. As soon as 1 saw Ge- 
neral Lumley's brigade ready to move, 
I gave orders to do so ; and went forward 
myself to join Brigadier-general Craufurd. 
Continuing my march with the twelve 



*RIAL OF LIEUTENANT-GENERAL WH1TELOCKE. 



companies under his command, I arrived 
at the junction of two roads which led up 
from thence to the Coral de Miserere. 
Having halted the column previous to 
my occupying that spot, we discovered 
the enemy's infantry and cavalry posted 
behind the thick inclosures which were 
on that side of us. Finding that the line 
which I then occupied w is a little di- 
agonal to that which the enemy had taken 
tip, I thought I should losefewer men by 
an immediate attack than by waiting for 
the junction of General Lumley's bri- 
gade. 1 directed Brigadier-general Crau- 
furd to charge the line with the bayonet, 
which succeeded so perfectly, that in a 
very few moments the enemy's infantry 
was completely routed, and ten pieces 
of cannon were in our possession. By 
the time the light infantry were re-form- 
ed, and a reserve placed over the cap- 
tured cannon, General Lum'ley's bri- 
gade had arrived, and took up an excel- 
lent position on the right of Brigadier- 
Seneral Craufurd's brigade, and I had 
eterrnined to remain in that position 
till joined by the rest of the army under 
the Commander of the forces. Soon 
after day-light next morning I sent a ge- 
neral summons to the Spanish Com- 
mander, and he returned for answer, that 
he wished to know what specific terms 
would be granted. £ sent Captain 
Roche, Brigade-major to General Lum- 
ley, with the terms stated in the former 
part of my evidence. 

Here a copy of the summons was pro- 
duced and read. 

Q. Were the terms stated in the letter 
just read the terms which were specified 
in the order you received from General 
Whitelocke the day before ? 

A. Correctly, to the best of my recol- 
lection. 

Q. Have you any doubt that the sur- 
render of the civil officers was included 
as one of the terms to be required of the 
Spanish Commander in General White- 
locke* s order? 

A. I have no doubt upon the subject. 
It certainly was specified as stated ; and 
when I delivered the copy of the corre- 
spondence to General Whitelocke, he did 
not find fault with any part of it. 

Here a paper was produced purport- 
ing to be the answer of the Spanish Com- 



mander, and put into the hand* of the 
witness. 

Q. Was that the answer you received I 

A. The paper now produced was de^ 
livered to me as the answer of the Spa* 
nish General. It was in Spanish, and I 
did not immediately make the transla- 
tion, intending to delay until the arrival • 
of General Whitelocke. 

Judge Advocate. — " The paper is an 
attested copy of that sent to General 
Whitelocke* 

General fPhitclocke. — " I am willing 
to admit the authenticity of thisoaper. 
subject to the correction of General 
Gower." 

General Gozvcr. — " I do not suffici- 
ently know the Spanish language to speak 
positively, but I believe it to be a cor* 
rect copy." 

GenerarGower then proceeded in his 
narrative as follows : 

The enemy attacked my pickets soon 
after day-light on the 3d, and they con- 
tinued in action until the arrival of the 
principal division of the army under Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, about two o'clock in 
the day, when my command ceased. 

Q. Proceed to state the operations of 
the army from the time of the junction 
of the main body, until the night of the 
4th of July, as particularly as your recol* 
lection will enable you. 

A. Not having t|ie command of that 
army myself, it is impossible for me to. 
give an accurate account of the general 
operations, or of more than the general 
orders' which I received from General 
Whitelocke, who had the command. 
On the arrival of General Whitelocke's 
column he directed that the whole should 
be formed by the prolongation of the 
line previously occupied by the brigade 
of Brigadiec-general Lumley and Briga- 
dier-general Craufurd. As the pressure 
of the enemy was very great on our pick- 
ets shortly after that time, he directed 
the line to withdraw behind the heights 
near the Coral, that the pickets should 
fall back and endeavour to entice a con- 
siderable body of the enemy into the 
open ground* It did not succeed, aft 
they would not-quit the buildings, and we 
were obliged to re-occupy our original 
line; the general wishing to place the 
men ur.der cover from the inclemencv ef 
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the weather. The same fire continued 
on the pickets the whole day, but not 
with equal strength, by which we suffered 
considerable loss. 

Q. Were there any, and what other or- 
ders, issued by General Whitelocke sub- 
sequent to the junction of the army ? 

A. Those already described, and also 
those described in the public dispatches 
of General Whitelocke previous to the 
action of the 5th July. There was also 
an order, in which the General was pleas- 
ed to approve of the conduct of my divi- 
sion in the action of the 2d. 

Q. Do you know of any summons sent 
into the town by General Whitelocke on 
the 4th of July? 

A. He informed me that morning that 
he meant to summon the town, and 
should refer them to the same proposals 
he had sent on the 3d. 

Q. Previous to leaving Monte Video, 
do you know what information General 
Whitelocke received as to the state of the 
season being favorable or unfavourable 
to an expedition against Buenos Ayres ? 
A. No ; I do not. 

Q. Was General Whitelocke in the 
habit of consulting with the second in 
command on the plans and operations of 
the army ? 

A. In very few instances. In some he 
may have asked my opinion ; but not in 
all. 

Q. Had you no communication with 
General Whitelocke as to the propriety 
of undertaking, the* expedition against 
Buenos Ayres before you left Monte 
Video? 

Lieutenant-general Whitelocke here 
objected to the question on the grounds 
of being too extensive, and not relating 
to any specific act. He contended it 
was a general question, leading to gene- 
ral conclusions, and if admitted, must 
lead to an endless investigation. 

Judge Advocate. — " It is. for the Court 
to decide whether the objection of the 
Honourable General is well founded. 
The nature of the question is to ascer- 
tain whether the expedition was under- 
taken at that period of the year which 
held out a fair prospect of success, and 
whether the Commander in Chief upon 
that expedition had taken the proper 
measures to insure success. 1 shall sub- 



mit to the Court that in these charges 
these facts are alleged, and that he pur- 
sued measures ill calculated for this pur- 
pose. It is therefore necessary that the 
whole of his conduct on that expedition 
should come before the Court for their 
investigation. " 

The Court was then cleared. On the 
re-admission of strangers, the Judge Ad- 
vocate intimated that the Court had 
over-ruled the objection of General 
Whitelocke, and the question was again 
put to the witness. 

A. Lieutenant General Whitelocke in- 
formed me, some time after his arrival at 
Monte Video, that whenever Brigadier- 

feneral Craufurd arrived in the River 
'lata he would not lose one moment in 
the attack upon Buenos Ayres : and he 
stated, at the same time, as one of the 
reasons that induced him to that prompt 
measure, the impossibility of feeding so 
large a body of men on the left baiik of 
the Plata during the winter season. 

Q. By the left bank do you mean 
Monte Video side or Buenos Ayres ? 

A. In describing a situation as an of- 
ficer, I mean to speak as looking down a 
river, or a street. By the lett bank I 
mean Monte Video side. 

Q. Was that which General White- 
locke stated to you the only communi- 
cation you had with him on that subject ? 
Or, if any other, state them. 

A. I do not recollect any other posi- 
tive communication. There might have 
been some general conversation at times 
when the subject was mentioned; but I 
do not recollect any particularly. 

Q. Were you in habits of confidential 
communication with Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke? 

A. What degree of confidence General 
Whitelocke may have been pleased to 
place in me I am not able to state. He 
employed me in many of the details pre- 
vious to the embarkation of the troops at 
Monte Video ; but all the great leading 
arrangements were -made by himself. 

Q. By the words confidential commu- 
nicution was meant that degree of confi- 
dence which your situation, as second in 
command in ah expedition of so much 
importance might entitle you to expect. 
Does this explanation make any differ- 
ence in your answer to tbs preceding 
question ? 
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A. Conceiving that a second in com- 
mand is as much under the orders of 
the Commander in Chief as the youngest 
subaltern officer in the army, I executed 
every order entrusted to my charge to 
the best of my ability : and not conceiv- 
ing that any power rested with me while 
the officer possessing a commission as 
Commander of the forces was present, I 
was fully satisfied to be employed in such 
services as his Excellency might chuse 
to select. 

Q. Were you from time to time in- 
formed of the general plan of operations 
by Lieutenant-general VVhitelocke? 

A. I had not heard that any plan ever 
was formed. 1 was not acquainted with 
any. 

Q. Is the Court to understand from 
your answer that General Whitelocke's 
plans of operation were not communi- 
cated to you before they were carried 
into execution ? 

A. My answer related to a general 
plan. I have already stated 1 was not 
acquainted with the existence of any 
plan. Whatever communications were 
made to me were made in the shape of 
orders. 

Q. These questions relate to the pe- 
riod before leaving Monte Video ? 

A. I have no difficulty in stating, dur- 
ing the whole period of the service. 

Q. In your answer yesterday you 
stated that no transports were ready at 
Colonia. Whose duty then was it to 
provide transports during the expedi- 
tion ? 

A. Never having had the chief com- 
mand of troops on a foreign expedition, 
I do not know what the orders of Go* 
vernment are upon that subject. 

Q. Do you not know whose duty it 
was to provide transports on that expe- 
dition ? 

A. I do not know of any transports 
provided, with the exception of one small 
sloop under American colours, that was 
not regularly hired by the transport 
board in London, and which had' been 
employed in the conveyance of troops 
and stores from the various points from 
whence that army had been collected. 

Q. As there were no transports at Co- 
lonia to convey the horses that had been 
f9Uec{ed there, how were they to bp 



transported to the scene of action on the 
other side of the river? 

A. I never knew that any bad been 
collected for that purpose. 

Q. With what proportion of artillery 
did you take your first position on the 
28th? 

A. Without any. 

Q. When did you receive your j>or<- 
tion of artillery, and how was it con- 
veyed ? 

A. Two six-pounders and two threes 
pounders were ordered to attach them- 
selves to me on the 1st of July m the 
morning. There were horses to them, 
but of so miserable a description that I 
trusted much more to the exertions of 
the artillerymen, the soldiers, and a de- 
tachment of seamen for their conveyance 
than to the horses. 

Q. Do you know what artillery Ge- 
neral Whitelocke brought with the main 
body when he joined on the 29th? 

A. When the troops came up to my 

Fosition there was no artillery with them, 
understood that it was in the morass 
below the heights ; and I heard two bat- 
talions ordered down to- extricate them. 
The amount of the artillery I do not 
know. 

Q. Do you know whether any, and 
what measures were taken for collecting 
horses, after landing, for transporting the 
artillery ? 

A. 1 do not ; nor do I believe, but am . 
sure, no measures would be of any avail, 
because all the horses of that country are 
so wild they would not be fit for harness, 

Q. Do you know whether the horsey 
left at Colonia had or had not been train- 
ed for the purposes of artillery ? 

A. There were a few reported to be of 
that description ; but they appeared very 
bad, and not calculated for hard labour. 

Q. Will you describe the nature of 
the ground between Ensinada and the 
heights where you took up your position 
on the 28th? 

A. It was a niorass, covered with a 
surface of water varying in depth from 
two feet upwards. How deep it might 
have been in some places I cannot tell ? 
not having had time to sound it: but in 
attempting to discover a better passage 
for the march of troops than that which, 
was pointed out to us as the usual roadj 
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I jjot into many situations from which I ticable to communicate with the sea from 

with difficulty extricated myself and the the village of Reduction ? 

horse on which I rode. A. The public dispatches state that . 

Q. As tar as you are enabled to* form there was a communication at that place 

a judgment, was the dentil of the morass between the army and navy. I have no 

such as to make it impracticable for the. knowledge of the fact, being in advance. . 

transporting of artillery properly pro-' Q. When you began your march on 

video with horses? the 2d of July, in consequence of the or- 

A. I cannot state what condition the der from General Whitelocke, what force 

road was in before; but on the 29th the had you under your command in troop* 

ground was so tender when I passed it, and artillery ? 

that the rear of my own small column A. I cannot exactly tell. I should 

had much more difficulty than the front, think General Craufurd's division was 

In going up the face of the heights there something' under nine hundred men— of 

were passes so deep that my own horse the 36th and 88th regiments. As many 

fell three times, unable to extricate him- men were incapable of advancing from 

self. the fatigue, the effective men left with us 

Q. Do yon know whether General by the time we crossed the Chuelo, were 

Whitelocke had obtained any, and what very much reduced. And by the tiine I 

information, of the difficulties which you got to Reduction, I was obliged to leave 

describe, previous to landing at the En- one hundred and fifty there. On the 

sinada? succeeding morning, when I gave the 

A. I remember to have been present order to march, Brigadier-general Lum- 
when General Whitelocke examined a ley reported to me that there were a vast 
man, previous to the embarkation at many more totally unable to proceed, 
Jkfonte Video, who stated the road to be I oraered all such men to be sent up tq 
bad at all times, and attended with diffi- the principal division of the army at He-. 
culty. He particularly questioned him duction. There remained so little day-: 
a)s to the practicability of passing with a light to execute the order which I had 
wheel carriage through the morass ; ark| received, that I did not like to submit to 
he answered that the Ensinada was the the a"elay which the collection of regulav 
place of common embarkation for people returns would have caused. The bad- 
going to the River Plata: and that it was ness of the horses, and the difficulty 
never at any time impracticable to pass of the pass were such, that with the 
t,hat way with a carriage. greatest zeal and exertions, on the pari 

Q. Do you know why the landing was of Captain Frazer, we were unable to 

not effected in some other part of the ri- get them up to the Coral till long aftej 

ver? the action had ceased that evening. 

A. I was not employed in reconnoi- Q. State, as nearly as you can, the 

tering the river. Quart< r-master-general number of troops you had under your 

Lieutenant-colonel Bourke was engaged command at that time, 

in that service. A. I should think the amount of these 

Q. Ca.n you state the reason that in- two battalions were not more than one 

duced General Whitelocke to land at the thousand men fit to march. 

Ensinada ja preference to apy other Q. Having stated that you had been, 

place? informed by General Whitelocke that 

A. It fa impossible for me to state what another regiment should join ypu on the 

motives may Jiave induced General march, did that regiment join you? 

^Vhitelocke to prefer the former. A. It never joined me until the main 

Q. Do you know what portion of com- body came up on the 3d. 

»issaries stores for victualling the army Q. Having been directed to under* 

were landed at the time of the disembark- take such important operations with the 

ation ? force you have described, what reports 

A. Having been detached before all were you directed to make lo General 

the troops were landed, I have no know- Whitelocke during the separation of the 

ledge whatever qn tie subject. advance guard from, the main body ) 

Q. Do you know whether it was prac- A. I do not remember that there was 
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any specific order on that subject. When so considerable a number of these men 

I marched on the 2d, Lieutenant-colonel in a body, that 1 formed General Crau- 

fiourke informed me that it was General furd's division into a line. A rapid ad- 

Whitelocke's intention to support me vance drove them a great distance, and 

with the whole. army. I waited till teu I took up my position for the night, with- 

o'clock on the succeeding day, and hear- out any other difficulty than what arose 

ing nothing of the main division, I sent an from their attempts to cutoff sentries 

officer, with the 87th light company, to and straggling men. When we were 

endeavour to iind them out. He sue- ascending the right bank of the Chuelo, 

ceeded, and returned with the main di- on the morning of the 2d, I fell in with a 

vision. considerable quantity of cavalry, perhaps 

Q. Do vou know to what distance Ge- six hundred, many of whom weVe cloath- 

neral Whitelocke marched on the 2d, ed uniformly, and had the appearance of 

with the main body of the army, when regular soldiers. I observed the left 

he found the line ot operation of the ad- bank of the Chuelo apparently lined with 

vanced guard ? * corps, of infantry, that marched by their 

A. Not knowing where the main di- right opposite to me for some time, ap- 

visiou was posted on the night of the 2d, parently with a design of defending the 

I cannot say. high ground above the Chico pass over 

Q. Did you receive any directions the Chuelo, L out-marched them so con- 

from General Whitelocke to keep up a siderably that they were foiled in that at- 

communication with the main body of tempt. 

the army, during the separation, through Q. Was the Chico pass the pass over 

the medium of patroles, or in any other which the advance guard under your 

manner? command crossed the Chuelo? 

A. None whatever. I considered my A. I believe so. 

order to make my lodgment good in the Q. What was the breadth and depth 

suburbs of Buenos Ayres peremptory; of the river at that pass? 

and I should have attempted it under any A. The breadth about thirty yards, 

circumstances whatsoever, without look- and the depth so considerable 1 was ob- 

ing to the main body of the army for as- liged to unload the artillery, and carry the 

sistance. ammunition over on mens' heads, and to 

Q. Having stated that the corps under oblige the infantry to carry their cart- 

your command, after having driven a ridge boxes on their shoulders to prevent 

considerable body of cavalry across the their being wet. 

Chuelo, and hearing of a formidable body • Q. Did you receive any, and what in- 

of infantry and artillery on the evening telligence of the plans and movements of 

of the 2d, could you not have derived the enemy between the period of landing 

any support from the main body under and taking post at the Coral? 

General Whitelocke, had the circum- A. None whatever. With the excep- 

Stances of the action brought your corps tion of one,, every house was deserted, 

into imminent danger at that period ? and every man actively employed in 

A. Certainly not. There was no as- arms against us. * 

sistance which I could derive from a Q. If vou had received orders frcm 

corps on the right banks of the Chuelo, General Whitelocke to inform him of 

which could have availed me at all on the discovery of the ford, and you had 

that night. done so, how many hours march would 

Q. State what appearance of hostility it take for the main body to arrive at tie 

en the part of the enemy you observed, ford ? 

Or heard of, between your landing and A. I conceive from the position at Re- 
taking post at the Coral? (Suction the distance to the ford is veiy 

A. Between the 28th, and the morning little greater, if taken in a direct line, 

of the 2d, I saw nothing but parties of than from the one from which I advanced. 

the peasantry of the countrv, who were It occupied me about four hours to ai- 

all mounted, and kept up a desultory fire rive at the ford: when I arrived theie I 

on the column, except when I approach- saw' General Whitelocke' s dirision at a 

$1 the village of Reduction, where I saw vary considerable distance on the heights. 
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apparently in motion. I cannot attempt 
to guess at what distance it then was, but 
it was so great we could not positively 
ascertain, with the best glasses, whether 
it did move, or which way. 

Adjourned until Monday, Saturday 
being the Anniversary of King Charles's 
Martyrdom. 



THIRD DAY. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY, 1. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, a petition was presented 
from Lieutenant-general sir J. Dull", 
Knight, praying that he might be ex- 
cused further attendance as one of the 

. members of the Court, in consequence 
of the indisposition of a near relation. 
He was accordingly excused attend- 
ing during the remainder of the trial. 

Major-general John Leveson Gower 
again called and examined. 
Q. When were you informed that the 
87th regiment would not join you ? 

.A. I never received any information 
upon that subject, subsequent to the de- 
livery of that order by Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Bourke. 

Q. Having stated that when you 
marched on the 2d, Lieutenant-colonel 
Bourke informed you that it was the in- 
tention of Lieutenant-general \V hitelocke 
to support you with the whole of the army, 
when were* you first informed that Gene- 
ral Whitelocke was not following your 
line of march, and that you were not to 
receive the support vou were promised? 
A. I did not receive any information 
that Lieutenant-general \\ hitelocke was 
not following in my line of march, but 
when I crossed the Chuelo with my divi- 
sion, I could then, with my spyingglass, 
discover the principal divfoion of the 
armv on the heights at a very considera- 
ble distance, s > great, that I was convin- 
cvd there did not remain sufficient day- 
light to enable them to join my division. 

"Q. Had you any intelligence whether 
th: re was or was not a reserve formed 
from the main body of the armv, inde- 

:e:.dvut ot the di\isk>B under General 

iY hitelocke? 
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A. I had no knowledge whatever 6t| 
that subject. 

Q. What was the general face oftho 
country through which you marched } 
Was it open or inclosed, woody, moun- 
tainous, or plain ? 

A. From the position I had taken up 
on the night of the first it was perfectly 
open, without even a height of any spe- 
cies. The ground rose with a very gen- 
tle elevation from the banks of the Chuejo 
towards the heights on which the village 
of Reduction was seated, and which an 1 
peared to extend in a direction nearly 
parallel with the course of .the Chuelo: 
during that part of the march we had to 
cross a very considerable number of 
boggy places which rendered the passage 
tedious and difficult. Having crossed 
the Chuelo, the first two miles of the 
march were through long meadows, the 
surface of which was wet, but firm. We 
then ascended some heights, and from 
thence to the Coral the country wai 
strongly inclosed with thick banks and 
very strong ditches. 

Q. What is the distance from the 
Chuelo to the suburbs of the Coral de 
Miserere ? 

A. 1 do not know by admeasurement; 
it occupied me three hours in the march. 
Q. Can you tell how many miles with- 
out admeasurement ? 

A. I should think between six and 
seven. 

Q. Can you tell what is the distance 
from the bridge over the Chuelo to the 
Chico pass > 
A. 1 cannot. 

Q. Can you tell how many days pro- 
visions your division had when you 
marched from the Ensinada? 

A. Three days beef and bread, and 
one day's spirits : — not when we march- 
ed, but when we landed ; one day's pro* 
visions having beeu consumed during 
the march. 

Q. Did you receive any supply of 
provisions from the main body of" the 
army, or from the tieet during your 
march from the Ensinada to the suburbs 
of Buenos Ayres ? 

A. None. Except a small quantity 
of spirits not worth mentioning, as it was 
not sufficient for the consumption of one- 
third of the army for one day, and this 
was brought by a subaltern eiheer of the 
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36th for the use of his own corps. Other- 
wise, we had nothing. 

Q. Did you obtain any supply of pro- 
visions from the country during your 
inarch? 

A. On the 28th none ; on the 29th 
and 30th two pionies, (cattle catchers) 
who were in the service of Brigadier- 

f;eneral Lumley, caught some few bul- 
ocks. On the 1 it July my men had no- 
thing until we came to a position at 
night;, when, having captured some 
sheep,' they were divided among them. 
Ou driving the enemy through the vil- 
lage of Reduction, I got a very small 
quantity of bread, but so small, it was 
hardly worth dividing. On the 2d I had 
no provisions ; the result of my success 
on that night was the capture of some 
bullocks, and as much bread as would 
serve both divisions of the army for two 
days, as reported to me; but being late 
when we came to our position none 
could be served out till the morning of 
the 3d. 

Q. Had you any, and what informa- 
tion of the position of the main body 
of the Spanish army on the morning of 
the 2d? 

A. I have already stated that I saw a 
large body of infantry on the left bank 
of the Chuelo. Whether that composed 
the main body of the army or not I do 
not know. I had no other information 
on the subject. 

Q. When General Whitelocke came 
up with the mam body on the 3d, did 
you receive any information from him 
respecting a reserve ? 

A. He ordered me to form the army 
in line, and then I discovered that the 
40th regiment, and part of the 17th 1 ght 
dragoons dismounted, were absent with 
Lieutenant-colonel Mahou's brigade. 

Q. Were you informed by General 
Whitelocke where these regiments were* 
A. Subsequently, at his own quarters, 
he informed me that he had left them at 
the village of Reduction, bujt for what 
purpose 1 never clearly understood. 

Q. Of what regiments did Colonel 
Mahon's brigade consist, exclusive of 
the 40th foot and 17th light dragoons? 

A. I am not sure whether the 45th x 
foot was not attached 'to "that brigade. 
There were four dismounted troops of 
tt.abine.ers. Such was the arrangement 



when I had the last communication with 
the main division. It might have been 
altered afterwards. 

Q. Was any communication opened 
with the reserve under Colonel Mahon, 
or with the navy previous to the junction 
of the main body with the advanced 
guard on the 3d ? 

A. None that I ever heard of. 
Q. What information respecting the 
enemy's force or other arrangements was 
obtained from the prisoners taken on the 
2d? 

A. I obtained very little myself; I 
was present at very few of their exami- 
nations ; the information which I did ob- 
tain was that until midday of the 2d, 
the whole of the enemy's attention was 
directed to the sea line of Buenos Ayres, 
or in other words, to the line of the rlata 
and to the banks of the Chuelo : that]until 
about that time it was reported that they 
had intended to remove their guns, and 
collect the principal part of their force 
towards the center of the town, and de- 
fend their streets by moveable columns. 
Q. By whom were the prisoners exa- 
mined, and where ? 

A. They were examined at General 
Whitelocke's quarters, I believe gene- 
rally by himself. 

Q. Was there any examination of the 
prisoners previous to General White- 
locke's arrival on the 3d ? 
. A. No regular one by myself. I 
spoke to several of them ; but r their in- 
formation seemed to me so little satisfac- 
tory, and, from their statement, that the 
enemy were in the act of adopting new 
measures when they marched, 1 gave 
myself very little trouble about it. 

Q. Were there any, and what mea- 
sures taken in the interim after the arri- 
val of the main body on the 3d, to the 
night of the 4th, to insure success to the 
operations against the town on the 5th? 

A. The question is so general that it 
is impossible for me to answer it. . What 
other officers were ordered to do I can- 
not tell. 

Q. W 7 hat measures were taken by 
General Whitelocke to your knowledge? 
A. General Whitelocke ordered that 
all officers commanding brigades and re- 
giments should attend at his quarters on. 
the morning of the 4th. When there, 
the orders were delivered to them which 
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were to be put in execution on the next 
morning; and tlwy were directed to 
give every information they could of the 
particular partition of the town which 
was allotted to them in the first instance. 
AH the tools which could be collected, 
that were applicable to forcing doors 
and windows, were directed to be 
searched for : a detail of the attack was 
published in General Whitelocke's let- 
ter, but I cannot sufficiently recollect 
the minute parts of it to venture to de- 
tail it from memory. 

Q. Had the plan of attack been com- 
municated by General Whitelocke to 
any one, to your knowledge, previous 
to the meeting on the morning of the 
4th? 

A. Certainly. It was communicated 
to myself, and I have reason t) believe 
to several others. 

Q. On what day previous to the 4th ? 

A. On the evening of the 3d to my- 
self generally, and on the morning of the 
4th to others. 

Q. Would not the command of the 
army have devolved upon you if any 
thing had happened to General White- 
locke ? ' 

A. Certainly, as the senior staff offi- 
cer present, according to the custom of 
the service, but not in consequence of 
any dormant commission or provision 
for that purpose. 

Q. Had you any confidential com- 
munication with General Whitelocke of 
the intention of government in sending 
out the expedition? and was General 
Whitelocke's plan of operations commu- 
nicated to you so as to enable you to as- 
sist in carrying it into execution ? 

A. General Whitelocke was pleased 
to shew me the instructions under which 
he acted in an early period of the voy- 
age. They were voluminous, and I have 
a very indistinct recollection of the mat- 
ter contained in them. I have already 
stated that I never heard of any thing 
like a plan x>f operations on the river 
Plate. 

Q. Were you ever in orders as second 
in command, or had you a letter of ser- 
vice appointing you as such ? 

A. 'ihad no other letter of service but 
that of Major-general on tfre staff. On 
General Whitelocke's arrival at Monte 
Vide*, in notifying to the troops bis owa 



appointment as Commander-in«cntef, he 

described me as a Major-general second 
in command. In the latter part of the 
service I commanded a brigade. 

Q. Can you state to the Court why 
the attack on Buenos Ayres was act 
made on the 4th ? 

A. Not correctly. 

Q. Did you receive any general, and 
what information from General Wbke- 
locke on that point ? 

4- On the 4th, when the orders were 
given out, it appeared to be the general 
wish of the 6fficers who were to command 
divisions that they should have the re- 
mainder of the day to reconnoitre their 
B>sts ; and then it was, I believe, that 
eneral Whitelocke had definitively fix- 
ed the following morning for the attack. 
I have already stated that he informed 
me that he meant to summon the town 
a second time, and would do so before 
he made the attack. He did so on the 
morning of the 4th. 

Q. Having stated that General White- 
locke joined the advanced guard about 
two o'clock on the 3d with the mail! 
body, can you tell why the town was not 
summoned that same evening? 

A. I cannot. 

Q. Were you at any time informed by- 
General Whitelocke why the attack was 
not made on the 4th > 

A. I have stated all >that I knew on 
that subject already. 

Here a question was proposed by one 
of the members of the Court, the pur- 
port of which was not made public, and 
upon which the Court was cleared. 
After about forty minutes deliberation 
the question was withdrawn, and the pn* 
ceedings were resumed. 

Cross-examined by Lieutenant-general 
IVhiiclockc. 

Q. Did the information you received, 
or the knowledge you had of the dispo- 
sition of the inhabitants, induce you to 
think it would be safe to leave a small 
body of troops at Colonia ? 

A. Colonia was nearly deserted bv its 
inhabitants, therefore it was of no mo- 
ment. The information I had went to 
•considerable bodies of armed men which 
had appeared in the neighbourhood. 

Q. What was the disposition of the 
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iptiaQJtants of the country, an.d what in- 
formation were tbey, more or less, in- 
clined to give us? 

A. More implacable hostility than I 
did conceive possible till 1 saw it; except 
one smuggler, who was, I believe, by 
bfrth a Portuguese, I do not think there 
was one man - attached to the British 
cause in "all Spanish America, as far as 
my observation went. 

Q. Were not the civil authorities con- 
sidered, according to the best informa- 
$OBj the persons who caused the insur- 
rection against General Beresf<yd? and 
w<re they n$t considered most com- 
pletely hostile .to us ? 

A. Certainly. I considered it so. I 
understood the court of Audiensia usurp- 
ed nearly the whole power and autho- 
rity of the country. 

Q. Did you not consider the court of 
Audiensia no part of the civil authorities 
alluded to in the summons? 

A. I did. 

General .IThitelocke. " As I shall 
rnal^e use of General Gower in the course 
ef my defence, I shall not trouble him 
with further questions at present." 

Examined by the Court. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke inform 

rhcAv you were to provide supplies 
the men after the provisions with 
which they landed had been consumed? 
* A. I had no orders on that subject. 

Q. After the arrival of Gen. White- 
locke at Monte Video, in what manner 
was the interval employed, and what 
measures were adopted to enable the 
aimy to proceed in the attack of Buenos 
Ayres ? What information was obtained 
with respect to the country he was to 
pass over ? What measures were taken 
to procure horses for the cavalry, for 
the artillery, and for transporting pro- 
visions? 

A. General Whitelocke arrived in the 
(late on the 9th May, on the 1 1th lie 
took the command of the troops. The 
force was then divided into. two divi- 
aonsj the one stationed at Colonia un- 
der Lieutenant-colonel Pack of the 7 1st 
regiment, consisted of: a subaltern offi- 
cer's detachment of artillery, a few dis- 
mounted dragoons, three companies of 
die 95th, the fight companies of the 



38th, 40th, 47th, and 87th, with four or 
rive companies of the battalion of the 
40th. The other division of the army 
occupied Monte Video with its suburbs, 
and some detached posts. On the 20th * 
May, General Whitelocke ordered me 
to communicate to rear-admiral Stirling, 
then the senior naval officer in the Plate, 
that he wished an arrangement of trans- 
ports to be made for the reception of 
10,000 men, on their passage to Buenos 
Ayres.; for tonnage for eighteen pieces 
of light artillery with their pioportioh of 
ammunition, carriages, &c. for two bat- 
teries of heavy artillery, and, I believe, for 
provisions for twenty-one days for 10,000 
men. The estimates for dead weight 
and stowage of the officers at the 
head of each branch of the service were 
collected and delivered to rear-admiral 
Stirling. All the horses which could be 
obtained on the left bank of the Plate be* 
tween Colonia and Monte Video were 
procured; but the enemy had driven 
that country with so much success, that 
very few of a tolerable description re- 
mained; and even these, never having 
been accustomed to eat dry forage or 
corn, were almost useless. Eight trans* 
ports were cleared for the reception of 
such horses as were procured, and Ge-^ 
neral Whitelocke called upon all British 
subjects there, whether officers or civi- 
lians, to give up all the horses that could 
be possibly spared for the public service. 
What number were procured, or for 
which description of the service, I dd 
not know. On the 24th May, there was 
a report of a very considerable corps of 
the enemy, estimated at four thousand 
men, having crossed from Buenos Ayres, 
and it was stated that the merchants had 
lost all power of transporting the mer- 
chandize into the country, from being 
constantly plundered by these people. 
On the 12th June, Lieutenant-colonel 
Backhouse, who commanded an outpost 
at Calalines, retired to Monte Video, 
owing to the number of the enemy that 
appeared in that vicinity. During the 
whole of that period, the garrison of 
Monte Video were employed in em- 
barking their various stores, and in fur- 
nishing the working parties with mate- 
rials for the defence of the place. I was 
present at General Whitelocke's quar- 
ters at various periods during that time, 
D 
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when he examined three or four men 
who professed to know the country be- 
tween the Ensinada and Buenos Ayres, 
the vicinity of Chiles, and all the various 
points where it was possible to land. 
On the arrival of the Fly sloop of. war, 
Lieutenant-colonel Bourke was sent up 
tjie river to reconnoitre the banks : he 
reported, on his return, that the Ensinada 
de Barragon appeared the most advan- 
tageous place for landing, and the ene- 
my did not, at that time, appear to be at 
all jealous of him. 

Q. Were there any means taken to 
procure a supply of provisions on the 
march, beyond that for the three days, as 
already mentioned ? 
A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Was it communicated to you in 
Orders, or in any other manner, the 
movement of the rest of the army, when 
you were ordered to advance on the 
29th and 30th ? 

• A. On the 29th I was ordered not to 
move til! the main division of the army 
came up. On the 30th, the same thing. 
General Whitelocke then asked me if I 
could reach the village of Reduction 
that night. I told him it was impossible 
for me to say, but I would try. He then 
acquainted me that he would remain at 
the point from which 1 was going to 
march, until the morning. When I had 
marched about four miles, I found the 
' battalions of General Lumley's brigade 
so totally exhausted, that, if I had ad- 
vanced further, I should have left the 
greater proportion of them behind. * I 
ordered them to remain there till next 
morning. I reported the circumstance 
to General Whitelocke, and he approved 
of what I had doitiL. General Whitelocke 
joined me between nine and ten o'clock 
on the first of, July with his division, 
and the two divisions marched together 
for a short distance. It was evident that 
the column would be very late before it 
could reach Reduction, supposing that 
place was at the distance described by 
the guides. The men, particularly those 
of General Lumley's brigade, were very 
' much exhausted, and General White- 
locke, to give them a chance of getting 
on with more rapidity, ordered all the 
blankets of the army to be thrown down, 
ami that, with the army thus lightened, 



I should attempt to get towards the 
Chuelo, beyond Reduction. 
Adjourned until to-morrow. 



FOURTH DAY. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 

The Court being met, pursuant to ad- 
journment, Major-general Gower was 
again called, and further examined 
by the Court. 

Q. Was the country, from the En- 
sinada to Buenos Ayres, so little fre- 
quented, that a perfect knowledge of it 
might not have been obtained at Monte 
Video, as well as men found who might 
have been forced to guide the army ? 

A. I should conceive that the road from 
the Ensinada to Buenos Ayres, in con- 
sequence of the former being the place 
at which all the large ships employed in 
the commerce of the latter were laid up, 
was well known. I was not at all em- 
ployed relative to obtaining intelligence 
on that point. . For my own private in- 
formation, I tried to collect what 1 could, 
but could not find any body that could 
speak very exactly on the subject at 
Monte Videp. 

The question being repeated, Lieute- 
nant-general Sir John Moore said, 

" We all know that there may be 
found a thousand persons who know th# 
road from London to Windsor perfectly 
well, and yet would not be inclined to 
point it out to an enemy ; but might be 
made to do so by putting a halter 
round their neck, and threatening to hang 
them. What is meant by the question 
is, was there nobody to be found whom 
you could force to guide the army ? 

A. Inhere was but one man who ever 
professed to know the road ; and he was 
carried up with the army. All the 
others I pressed upon the subject, stated, 
that they had always gone in small ves- 
sels to Buenos Ayres, and never landed 
at the Ensinada de Barragon. 

Q. Was there much intercourse be- 
tween Monte Video and Buenos Ayres 
before the former fell into the hands of 
the English ? 
A, I conceive, of course, there must 
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kavc been a communication, as Buenos 
Avres was the seat of government, and 
Monte Video dependent upon it. .Of 
course there must have been an inter- 
course between the principal and its de- 
pendent government. The usual mode 
of communication was by water. 1 do 
not believe the people ever go willingly 
to the Ensinada to travel from thence 
by land to $uenos Ay res. 

Q. The march of the army on the 29th, 
and 30th June, and 1st of July, seems to 
nave been ut two divisions on the same 
rout Did you conceive it to *be .so on 
the second ? 

A. 1 did, with the exception of a small 
variation which must have happened, 
from the main division, as well as my 
own, commencing its inarch from the left 
flank, from 4 point about three miles in 
the rear of the one from whence I had 
marched. I had a specific duty to per- 
form, and did not consider that I bad 
any discretionary power, and certainly 
expected the ariny to follow me. 

Q. With the corps composing the 
advance guard, had you a detachment of 
the 17th light dragoons or carabineers, 
mounted? If you had not, state where 
these corps were, and to what column 
attached? 

A. I saw, on the 29th, about thirty 
horses, in the possession of the 17th 
light dragoons, that could be called fit 
for duty. What became of the rest I 
know not Of these I had twelve, and 
in two days time there were not six of 
these horses fit for duty. The only 
mounted carabineers I had were three 
orderlies on my own horses. The horses 
of that country never eating dry corn, 
are soon knocked up. 

Q. Was the country such as to have 
admitted the march ot the army in se- 
veral parallel columns, and thus have 
shortened the time of march? 

A. From the Ensinada to the heights 
I never could find, more than one road, 
though I tried in every direction. From 
Ensinada to the Chuelo. every part of 
the road was sufficiently good tor the 
march of troops from the heights of the 
Chuelo: it seemed equally tit in all 
parts : there seemed to be not more im- 
pedimental one place than in the other * 
and all the roads from Cheulo to Buenos 
/yres seemed equally practicable in all 



directions: and there were then twe 
roads to the suburbs. 

Q. Can you state the reason why the 
passage of the river was not attempted 
at the bridge ? 

A. I do not know exactly. The 
bridge was described to be of wood, and 
in the direction in which it was sup- 
posed to lie, there was a very large tire, 
which the officers, who had been before 
at Buenos Ay res, and the guide who was 
with me, believed to be the bridge on 
fire. 

Q. Do you know whether the bridge 
was or was not reconnoitred ? 

A. Not by me certainly. I did not 
arrive until nearly dark the night before, 
and I received my orders to march at 
nine o'clock next morning. The bridge 
from my post was, I believe, about the 
distance of five or six lniles : 1 do not 
know whether it had or had not been re- 
connoitred. 

Q. Was it not possible to ascertain 
whether the bridge was or was not on 
fire? 

A. Certainly : by marching a consi- 
derable body of men towards it, we could 
have ascertained it ; but the enemy had 
such bodies of cavalry between us and it, 
that nothing but a considerable force 
could have approached it. 

Q. Had the march of the army been 
in several columns, might not the whole 
have arrived at the Chuelo on the 2nd, 
and passed it with the advanced guard ? 

A. I know no reason why they should 
not. The regiment least capable of 
marching was the 88th, that was with 
me ; they had among them a vast num- 
ber of very young men, many of them 
had been nearly a year on board trans- 
ports. The 36th, being a stouter body 
of men, did not fail so much, but were 
very much fatigued. The old regiments 
that were with us, who had been inured 
to hard labour in that country, were evi- 
dently much more equal to the fatigue 
than men so lately landed. 

Q. Do you think any material ad* 
vantage might have been derived by the 
whole army passing the river and attack* 
ing the enemy on the 2d ? 

General Whitelocke objected to this 
question, as merely a question of opinion 
and not of effect. The Judge Advocate 
resisted the objection! upon the grounds 
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♦bat it materially went to a particular act. 
The question, therefore, was repeated. 

A. I believe they would have carried 
Buenos Ayres. Had there been a force 
to have supported the impression made 
by the light battalion, I am convinced 
wesboulci have carried the place. 

Q. Did you repoi t to the commander 
of the forces the want of provisions on 
the 1st of July t and in what manner did 
you propose to provision vour corps ? 

A. On the 1st ot July General, White- 
locke «aw my corps himself, and remark- 
etUhe very exhausted state of the 88th 
regiment. He told me he expected I 
should catch a sufficient quantity of bul- 
locks with the advanced guard, not 
only to supply myself but nis column 
also. 

Q. Could not provisions for the army 
have been conveyed in boats, and a 
communication opened with them ? 

A. The only point, I believe, between 
the Ensinada and the Chuelo, where 
provisions could be landed, was under 
the village of Reduction : by the descrip- 
tion I have had of the river, I believe, 
the victuallers themselves might have 
come close in. What difficulty the pas- 
sage of the morass, from the village to 
the shore, might present, I do not 
know. 

Q. In the orders delivered to the ge- 
neral officers on the 4th of July, for the 
attack on Buenos Ayres, what station 
was allotted to you ? 

A. I was ordered by General White- 
locke to be at the Coral before the hour 
at which the cannonading was to com- 
mence, and to wait there till he arrived, 
and then I should receive his orders. 

Q. Were the orders or instructions 
given to the general officers on that 
morning verbal or written ? 

A. The orders to me were verbal. 
Each general officer and each field of- 
ficer copied the order. 

Q. Was it then, Or at any other time, 
cpmmunicated to the general officers 
and officers commanding in the attack, 
the station of the commander of the 
forces, m ease they should have to report 
to him ? 

A. I do not remember that it was. It 
might have been without my knowledge. 
It was not communicated at the time of 
delivering the orders, to the best of my 
recollection. 



Q. Did you yourself, on the morning 
of the 4th, express a wish to postpone the 
attack tjll the 5th, in order to reconnoitre 
your potit } 

A. I did not. 

Q. Did you receive any, and what 
orders to collect horses for the artillery 
at Colonia ? 

A. Certainly not The order I re- 
ceived was verbal. I do not remember 
it literally, but the impression it made 
on my mind, and which I still have, was, 
that tiie great object of my being sent to 
Colonia was to expedite the junction of 
that division of troops in the shortest 
possible time, lest bad weather should set 
in, and the transports be damaged in their 
then exposed situation. 

Question by the President. As se- 
cond in command, were you consulted 
on the mode of attack to be made on the/ 
town of Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I was. On the evening of the 3d* 
General Whitelocke sent an order that I 
should come to his quarters. He then 
asked me if I had any idea how the town 
should be attacked ? 1 stated, that having 
marched for that purpose the preceding 
day, I had thought upon the subject. 
He asked me if 1 had put my ideas upon 
paper; I said I had, and he desired to 
see them. I had not the paper then with 
me; but he directed me to bring it 4 
which I did, and delivered it to him. 

Q. Was there any considerable varia- 
tion in your plan and that adopted by 
General Whitelocke. 

A. Yes. Mine having been made in 
the march, before I knew that the 40th 
foot atid 17th light dragoons would not 
be there, I had included them. 

Q. Was there any other difference in 
the plan ? 

A. My first idea was an attack in co- 
lumns from a central point There would 
have been a consequent deployment pre*' 
vious to the attack; but as the attack 
was made in line, consequently there 
was no deployment. The basis, of my 
plan was very similar, to that of General 
Whitelocke, and I cannot call the dif- 
ference very great. 

Q. What was the distance between 
the village of Reduction and your divi* 
sion on the night of the 1st of July ? 

A. Between three and four miles. - 

Q. Was the nature of the country such. 
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that the rout taken by your corps could 
have been seen at the village of Reduc- 
tion on the morning of the 2d ? 

A. I should think so. I saw the prin- 
cipal column during the greater part of 
the day, and apparently after they had 
quitted the village of Reduction. 1 sup- 
pose, of course, they could have seen 
us. 

•Q. Was there a free communication 
between the main body of the army and 
the troops under your command on the 
evening of the 1st? 

A. There was no communication on 
that night. During the whole period of 
the march it was impossible to communi- 
cate with any tolerable safety. 

Q. Had you any guide with you on 
the morning of the 2d, to shew you the 
way to the Chico-pass ?• 

A. I had a man with me who professed 
to know the road. Brigadier-general 
Craufurd also captured an Indian on the 
previous night, and both seemed certain 
of its existence, but not of its exact po- 
sit ion. 

Q. Did you ever hear on which side 
the river General Liniers had taken his 
position, in order to defend the passage 
of the bridge ? 

' A. His batteries were certainly all on 
the western side. I have heard it re- 
ported, that he advanced over the bridge 
with some infantry, but do not myself 
believe that any considerable number 
passed in our presence. ' 

Q. Having stated that Buenos Ayres 
would have been carried had General 
Whitelock followed your line of march, 
and passed the Cliico-ford on the 2d, 
when you did ; state the groundj of that 
opinion. 

A. It is grounded on the information 
which I then procured from the persons, 
as I before stated, that the whole of the 
enemy's attention and means of defence, 
had, at as late a period as twelve o'clock 
on that day, been directed towards the 
line of the Chuelo and the Plata : and 
consequently the entrance of a body of 
troops into the town by the western side, 
was, by them, totally unexpected and 
unprovided against. 

Q. Was the plan of attack ordered 
on the 4th, objected to by any of the 
principal officers of the army ? 



A. Ortainly not. I believe every 
body was confident of success. 

Q. When General Whitelocke joined 
you dn the third, did he assign any cause 
why he did not give you that support 
you had been induced to expect, from 
the message delivered to you by Lieute- 
nant-colonel Bourke ? 

A. I understood from him, that the 
cause of his not arriving sooner at the 
Coral was, that the guide had lost his 
way. 

Q. Were the officers encouraged by 
any thing that fell from the commander 
of the forces, to state any objection to 
the plan of attack, if they had any ? 

A. Certainly; and i did not hear the 
slightest disapprobation. 

Q. Did they express their approbation 
of it ? 

A. I was so particularly situated with 
the commander of the forces, that 1 had 
very little personal communication with 
any of them. With the few I had, they 
did express their approbation. 

Q. What was the peculiar situation to 
which you allude? 

A. I have no difficulty in answering-the 
question. General Whitelocke was ex- 
tremely jealous of the interference of any 
of the inferior ofiicers ; and I had it re- 
marked to me on that day, that he had 
expressed it to the commanding officer 
of engineers, by forbidding him to speak 
to me, because, he said, I bad been paid 
more attention to than himself. Therefore 
I was precluded from any communication 
with them, and would not venture to act 
in any way without a specific order. 

Q. Will you state whether you recol- 
lect, any conversation taking place 
among the general ofiicers, respecting 
the orders of the 4th of Jul v, or unv ob- 
scrvations made by Brigadier-general 
Lumley, in the piesence and hearing of 
General Whitelocke. 

A. There was nothing relative to these 
orders passed, but in the presence and 
hearing of General Whitelocke. There 
was a very general discussion relative to 
the hour, as the degree of li§ht, and the 
time of the attack, was considered of great, 
importance. To the best of my recol- 
lection, there was a question put by 
General Lumley, whether the respective 
columns were to persevere in arriving at 
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and maintaining the respective points to 
which they were directed, under any un- 
foreseen circumstances of loss or difficul- 
ty } And it was answered by General 
Whitelocke himself, that they were not 
to risque loss ; and, if it was necessary, 
they should deviate or go away from the 
point: they were to take care not to 
cross the live of the artillery which would 
be posted in the streets. I think there 
was some more general conversation, 
but I am not quite correct from whom 
or to what effect. 

Q. Were there any orders given for 
the point of retreat, it retreat should be- 
come necessary ? 

A. No general ones that I know of. 
I understood thai the Residencia, which 
was considered a strong defensible posi- 
tion, was the place for the right wing to 
fall back upon in case of accidents ; and 
the Plaza del Toros, if it was carried, for 
the left flank. 

.Q. Explain what you mean by saving 
there was an "understanding that the 
places you mention should be the places 
lor each division of the army to retreat; 
to according to their situation ? 

A. I considered that it was supposed 
to be desirable that the armv, for which 
there remained no more provisions, 
should at all events, if possible, get into 
such a situation, that they might have a 
chance of communicating with the navy, 
points such as the Residencia and 
Flaza del Toros offered. The plan was 
to direct the retreat of the columns out 
of the town to the westward. 1 believe' 
this to have been the reason that it was 
more desirable, if possible, for each wing 
to give way to its outward flank, if they 
gave way at all, than to come directly 
out of the town to the Coral. 

Q. Then did your understanding arise 
from >our own conviction that these 
points were most proper for the divisions 
to meet, or was it from auv conversation 
stated by General Whitelocke at the 
meeting of the officers? 

A. From both. I understood myself 
that they were points so good, that if 
once obtained our troops could not be 
driven from them, and the event proved 
the tact ; they were the principal object 
of attack ; l" understood them to be 
points of support to each of the wings to 



which they were to retreat by their out* 
ward flanks. 

Q. Was there any place pointed out, 
in case of failure of attack, tor the army 
to retreat to, given out in the general 
orders, or otherwise ? 
. A. None that I know of. 

Q. What force was appointed to be 
left on the western s'ule of the town 
when the general attack was to be 
made ? 

A. Four troops of carbineers dis- 
mounted ; eight troops of the 9th dra* 
goons dismounted ; one or two compa- 
nies of the 88th ; and a very small picket 
from each corps, to take care of their re* 
spective packs. 

Licutcnant'Colonel Richard Bourke 
sworn and examined, 

Q. W T ere you chief officer in the 
quarter-master-generarsdepartment,em- 
ployed in the expedition against Buenos 
Ayres, under Lieutenant-general White*, 
loefce ? 

A. I was, 

Q. Relate the previous measures 
adopted by General Whitelocke, and 
the information received by him,, from 
the time of his arrival at Monte Video,-, 
as commander of the forces, to the night 
of the 4th of July, as far as came within 
your knowledge, which, without binding 
you to time or method, may be described 
according to the memorandum now put 
into your hand* 

The Judge Advocate here put a writ- 
ten paper into the hands of the witness, 
to guide him in the leading points of his 
examination, and intimated to the Court, 
that as Lieutenant-colonel Bourke had 
been wounded in the face at the storming 
of Monte Video, the consequence of 
which gave him an impediment in his 
speech, he hoped for the indulgence of 
the court. 

Lieutenant-colonel Bourke then pro- 
ceeded in his narrative as follows : 

A. The evening that General White- 
locke landed at Monte Video, I was in- 
troduced to him by Brigadier-general Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty, who previously com- 
manded that place. On the succeeding 
day I attendee! at the Government-house* 
and had some conversation with General 
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Whitelocke. He told me he had heard 
of the excellent state of things at the gar- 
rison from General Auchmuty, but was 
much disappointed that the cavalry was 
not so well provided with horses, which 
was contrary to his expectations. He 
then introduced me to General Gower, 
as second in command, with whom, he 
said, I should discuss those points which 
I had already spoken of to his Excellen- 
cy. I frequently afterwards had a good 
deal of conversation with General Gower 
upon the difficulty of quartering the 
troops, from the number coming from 
England. He told me that Captain 
Thompson, of the Fly Sloop, was ex- 
pected from, the Cape of Good Hope, 
with Brigadier-general Craufurd, who 
was to have leu the Cape on a certain 
day in April, and might be expected 
shortly in the river Plate. I believe the 
day after the arrival of Captain Thomp- 
son/ the commander of the forces sent 
for me, and said, that as General Crau- 
furd was expected so soon, he was anxi- 
ous that 1 should go up the river, and 
examine that side on which Buenos 
Ayres was situated, and look out for a 
convenient place for landing the forces 
he intended to take with him for the at- 
tack against that town. I was also in- 
structed to go to Colonia, in order to 
ascertain if that would be a convenient 
~place of rendezvous for the ships, and to 
confer with Colonel Pack, who com- 
manded there, on the possibility of land- 
ing small corps of troops more to the 
westward than Colonia, in order to cut 
off a body of the enemy which was then 
on the left bank of the river. The same 
day I received these instructions from 
the general, I conferred with Rear-ad- 
miral Stirling, and received from him 
all the information he could give, re- 
specting the possibility of landing on the 
opposite side of the river, and to con- 
sult, at the same time, with the Ameri- 
can, and with Colonel Dion of the 38th, 
who had been at Buenos Avres with Ge- 
Herat Beresford. I had before stated, 
that from every thing I had heard on 
the subject, the Ensinada de Bafra- 
gou was, the on|y place where the troops 



could be landed under cover of the ships 
of war, without going down, at least, 
one hundred miles eastward of Buenos 
Ayres. In consequence of this, the ge- 
neral particularly directed his enquiries 
to the situation of the Ensinada, and the 
state of the roads between Buenos Ayres 
and that place. It was stated that the 
Ensinada was the place where goods 
were often landed, and from thence con- 
veyed up to Buenos Ayres in wheel-car- 
riages: that evening! went on board 
tfoe Fly sloop, and proceeded the next 
day up the river with Captain Thomp- 
son. VV r e examined, on the succeeding 
day, a considerable extent of the" coast, 
from at least sixty miles eastward of the 
Ensinada, as far as six or seven miles 
westward of Buenos Ayres : the result of 
which examination was, that we believed 
that there was no place where the troops 
could be landed, under cover of the 
smallest of the ships of war, except the 
Ensinada de Barragon. We were par* 
ticularly anxious to ascertain if a landing 
could be effected to the westward of the 
town ; but Captain Thompson was de- 
cidedly of opinion, that the navigation/ 
was too intricate to render it at all safe 
to conduct a tleet of transports to that 
point. After having gone over to Co- 
lonia, and ascertained that a large fleet 
could rendezvous in that harbour, I re* 
turned to Monte Video on the 27th or 
28th May. I had conferred with Colo* 
nel Pack on the other instructions which 
the General had given me : I found on 
mv return that General Gower had ar- 
ranged several matters with Admiral 
Stirling relative to the embarkation of 
the troops from Montevideo: that it 
was settled that the transports were 
to be victualled for three weeks: that 
supplies for 10,000 men were to be em- 
barked by the commissary general : that 
eighteen light guns were to be taken up f 
with some heavy pieces and two mortars. 
The whole of the ordnance arrangement 
was left to the commanding officer of 
artillery. I found that the General had 
given up all idea of mounting the whole 
of the cavalry. 
Adjourned until to-morrow. 
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FIFTH DAY. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3. 

The court having met pursuant to ad- 
journment, Lieutenant- colonel Bourke 
was again called, when the Judge Ad- 
vocate suggested the propriety of 
reading the two first charges to each of 
the witnesses, according as they should 
be sworn, in ordrr to draw their par- 
ticular attention to the specific matter 
contained in them. The charges were 
then'read, and the Judge Advocate 
proceeded to examine the witness* 

Q. Do you know whether there wa9 
any chart or survey made or* the Plata, 
between Monte Video and Buenos 
Ayres ? 

A. There was a survey made of the 
river by one of the officers of the navy, 
but no survey of the land. 

Lieutenant-colonel Bourke then re- 
sumed his narrative as follows : 

I cannot exactly state what measures 
bad been taken to procure horses : how- 
ever, in appropriating transports to other 
services of the army, Lt was found that 
but five vessels remained to be used for 
horses. On enquiring of Captain 
Thompson of the navy, the commander 
of the forces seemed disposed to think 
the Ensinada de Barragon the most pro- 
per -place for landing the troops against 
Buenos Ayres. The whole of the infor- 
mation which was received respecting 
that place, and the roads and country 
from thence to Buenos Ayres. inclined us 
to think the distance from the Ensinada 
to Reduction was about 20 miles, and 
from thence to Buenos Ayres nine miles. 
That there were three different roads : 
the one on the sands, one through the 
marsh, and the third on the heights ; the 
last was said to be the best. That in 
order to reach the heights, some marshy 
ground must be passed through, and 
which the waggons and carts of the coun- 
try commonly travel. The. heights 
being once gained, the roads were firm 
and good, and there were but very few 
farm houses on the roads ; nor could the 
troops expect to find shelter short of the 
suburbs oJf Buenos Ayres. That from 



Reduction the higher road led over tmf 
bridge; but that by making a consider^ 
able detour to the left, we might find a 
place to go round the head of the Rio 
Chuelo. The whole of this information 
was laid before General Whitelocke? 
the greater part of which was contained 
in a metneir written by a person who ac- 
companied the expedition. With re* 
gard to the projects of the enemy, it was* 
understood that he intended to oppose 
our landing at Chelmir port, or at St* • 
Segro, to the west of the town ; that he 
also meant to dispute the passage of the 
Rio Chuelo. With regard to ms force, 
the reports were so various and contra-' 
dictor\% that I believe no credit was s at» 
tached to any of them. The force that 
was landed at the Ensinada de Barrage* 
on the 26th of June, consisted of 852S 
rank and file, including 150 mounted 
dragoons. It was provided with eigh- 
teen pieced of artillery, and 206 horses 
and mules for their conveyance ; there 
was also a large quantity of ordnance 
stores embarked, and a reserve of a* 
tillery of some heavy pieces, mortars* 
and howitzers : there were entrenching 
tools for ode thousand men ; six pontoons, 
and camp equipage for ten thousand 
men : but no horses had been embarked 
for its conveyance. The embarkation 
of the troops and means of conveying 
them on shore was not in .my depart* 
ment ; but I understood there was pre- 
vision for ten thousand men for two 
months at least ; and I had been applied 
to by the Commissary-general tor a 
ship io carry mules and carts for theis 
conveyance. I should observe; that in 
the 3522 men were included 1580, which 
had been brought over from Colonia 
on the 25th and 26th June. I shall now 
proceed to describe the march of the. 
army from the place of landing, to theiv 
position on the 3d of July. 

The first of the troops were landed 
about half past nine o'clock in the morn* 
ing of the 28th, forming General Cray* 
furd's light battalion, consisting of eight 
companies of the 95th, nine light intan* 
try companies, with some pieces ofartiU 
lery : I marched with the light brigade, 
under the command of Major-general 
Gower, about four miles from the land- 
ing place, to the heights. Before sun- 
set that evening, all the infantry were 
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landed ; several field-guns, with their 
ammunition, carriages, - &c. and some 
staff-horses. The whole of the forces, 
except General Gower's corps, were sta- 
tioned at the village of Barragon. This 
evening, the General stated it to be his 
intention to march the next morning at 
nine o'clock to the heights with the 
main body of the army, and desired me. 
to remain behind, to hasten as much as 
possible the disembarkation of horses 
and stores that still remained . on board. 
He stated also, that he wished to have a 
considerable supply of bread and spirits 
sent up to the heights ; and he autho- 
rised us, if the Commissary-general was 
not sufficiently provided with the means 
for conveying it, to have pack-saddles 
put upon some of the cavalry horses, 
and the provisions conveyed in that way. 
Inconsequence of this, J believe about 
forty horses were turned over to the 
Commissary-general. By sun-set in the 
evening of the 29th, every thing was 
landed that could be conveyed. Early 
on the morning of the 30th, the artillery 
and commissariat-stores proceeded to 
the heights. On the march, the officer 
who commanded that part of the artil- 
lery shewed me an order from Captain 
Frazer, who commanded the whole, to 
destroy the Spanish guns, if he should 
find any difficulty in bringing them 
through the marsh. I proceeded to join 
the General on the heights, and I found 
that Major-general Gower had marched 
for Reduction, having under his com- 
mand four companies of the 93th, and 
the light battalion under Brigadier-ge- 
neral Craufurd; the 36th and 88th 
regiments, under Brigadier-general Lum- 
ley ; four six, and two three-ponnders, 
with some mounted cavalry. .1 found 
the General about to move with the 
main body of the army, to the ground 
which I understood had been occupied 
tlie evening before by General Gow N er. 
He ordered the dismounted part of the 
17th light dragoons, and the 40th foot, 
to remain on the heights, under Lieute- 
nant-colonel Mahon, to escort the artil- 
lery when it should come up : he then 
moved forward with the main body about 
five miles, when the army was stationed 
at three farm-houses, about two miles 
from each other. The 38th was in the 
rear A the 5th and 87th in the centre, 



and Colonel Mahon's brigade in the 
front: that part of Colonel Mahon's bri- 
gade which was with the main body of 
the army, consisted of the 6th dragoon 
guards, dismounted ; 9th light dragoons, 
dismounted ; and the 45th foot. We 
received information that the artillery 
had all reached the heights, but that the 
seamen and horses were too much fa- 
tigued to bring it forward on that day. 
Aii express arrived from General 
■Gower, stating, that he had halted, I 
think, about seven miles in our front. 
He said he had marched too late in the 
day to reach Reduction the same even- 
ing ; that he was anxious to take Jits 
corps fresh from that place, because he 
had seen some Spanish officers recon- 
noitring; and he' conceived that the 
village might be occupied by the enemy ; 
further stating, that if he did not hear 
from the General, he should proceed in 
the morning for Reduction. In answer 
to this, the General ordered him to halt 
where he was till he himself should ar- 
rive with the main body, which he hoped 
would be early on the next day. An 
order was sent this evening to Colonel 
Mahon, desiring him to proceed as far 
as he could next day on the road to 
Reduction. On the 1st of July, the 
•main body moved forward before sim- . 
rise, and joined General Gower about 
1 1 o'clock. After some private conver- 
sation between General Whitelocke and 
General Gower, .the latter moved for- 
ward with his corps, and the main body 
halted for a full hour. I could not as- 
certain the exact rout General Gower 
was to take, but about one o'clock the 
main bodv of the armv moved forward 
for Reduction,: a sma'l advance gu^ard 
was posted for our column, consisting of 
four companies of the riiie corps. In 
marching for Reduction, I went torward 
with the advance ; I found some of our 
own dragoons in the village, and then 
heard, that General Gower had passed 
through with his division. Shortly after 
the (General came up to the village, we 
received a dispatch from General Gower, 
in which he stated, that having passed 
through Reduction with little opposition, 
he should endeavour to push on to the 
Kio Chuelo that evening, and, if pos J 
sible, send a small corps acro3s> the 
river. A little before smwet, the main 
£ 
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body of the army arrived at the village, 
and were stationed in trout of it : some 
time after >un-M»t, another dispatch ar- 
rived from General Gower, staling that 
the ground in his front appearing; very 
marshy, he had not passed over tiie Rio 
Chuelo; that he believed the bridge 
was about live miles from him. Shortly 
alter we reached the village of Reduction, 
an ofhYer arrived from the fleet, to 
whom General Whitelocke gave some 
directions about landing some bread and 
spirits for the army the next day. lie 
said it was his intention to halt the next 
day, for the purpose of allowing Co- 
lonel Mahon and the artillery to join 
him, and that the whole of the army 
might be supplied with bread and spirits. 
It was also settled, that General A\ hite- 
locke was to proceed in the morning to 
the advance corps, from whence he was 
to go with an escort from General Crau- 
furd's brigade to reconnoitre the posi- 
tion* which we understood the enemy 
occupied on the Chuelo. It was also 
settled, that the fords over the river 
should be examined ; and it was ima- 
gined, that from this reconnoitring party 
some project for an attack should be 
formed on a sure basis. An order was 
sent in the evening to hasten Colonel 
Mfthon forward on the next day. On 
the 2d of July, about two o'clock in the 
morning, the General called his secre- 
tary and myself, and said, he had changed 
his mind, and would order General 
Gower to move forward, as he was 
anxious the troops should get into can- 
tonments, which he understood could be 
had in the suburbs of Buenos Ayres. 
He directed a letter to General Gower, 
the content* of which I canilot positively 
tpeak to, but to the best of my belief, 
General Gower was ordered to proceed 
with the corps under his command, and 
pass the Chuelo at the first ford above 
the bridge he could iiud practicable. 
He was to take up a position on the 
heights westward of the town, and to 
enter into a communication with the 
Spanish Commander, on the subject of 
surrendering the town, and I think he 
stated on the terms on which they had 
already discussed. After some further 
conversation with the General, in which 
he stated to me our extreme ignorance 
«f the country, f pressed on him the ne- 



cessity of reconnoitring the river, and I 
was then ordered to take the letter to 
General Gower at day-break the next 
morning : 1 did so accordingly ; when 
General Gower complained to me, that 
the 88th regiment, then under his com- 
mand, was extremely unsteady and very 
much fatigued, and seemed altogether 
dissatisfied with the order he had receiv- ■ 
ed: 1 stated to him that the distance 
between the two corps was but short, n 
and it might be extremely advantageous 
to communicate with the General on the 
subject. He told me, he had received 
a peremptory order to march, and should 
obey it. lie then sent for lirigadier- 
general Craufurd, and an American 
who knew the country, and consulted 
with them on the proposed march. He 
particularly questioned the guide as to 
the Passo-Chico, which was stated to he 
the first pass above the bridge. It was 
described as a very bad pass, and about 
live or six miles trom the Major-gene- 
ral's division. As far as I can remem- 
ber, the result of this conference was, 
that the General would not cross the 
Chico-pass, but would move along the 
heights, and endeavour to find a more 
practicable ford. I cannot say, but to 
the best of my, belief, General Gower 
again expressed a good deal of uneasi- 
ness at the march he was ordered to 
take ; I accordingly told him I should 
represent the matter to the General, 
and I thought it likely he would have 
the whole army to support him. On 
this subject I cannot speaK with any cer- 
tainty, as the General had not communi- 
cated to me whether he intended to 
march that day or not. General Gower 
was about to answer General 'White 
locke's order, and gave me some paper 
to write down the terms he was to oiler 
to the Spauish Commander. Previous 
to mv leaving the General that morning, 
the General had communicated to rae 
what lliose terms were, and 1 accordingly 
wrote them down. I cannot exactly 
state them, except that particular one 
for the immediate restoration of the 71st 
regiment, and the prisoners taken under 
General Bercsford. I returned to Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, and met li'mi half way 
between the two divisions : he asked if 
General Gower seemed pleased with the 
order He receiver). 1 stated the com* 
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plaint respecting the state of the. forces, In* would halt or not, when Sir Samuel 
and submitted to the General the pro- Auchmuty came up, and to him he rc- 
priety of supporting the advanced bri- f erred the question : Sir Samuel imrae* 
gade. The Genera Hirst proposed send- diately decided for halting, stating, that 
iiig a single regiment, but in a short there were large quantities of sheep 
time afterwards he ordered the whole of clo>e to these houses, and that there was 
the army to march ; he then desired me lirewood in plenty to dress meat. The 
to write a letter to the Admiral, stating, army was according) halted; and formed 
that the whole army was in motion, and into two lines, with Sir Samuel Auch- 
proceeding westward of the tow u, desiring unity's brigade in front, and Colonel 
that means might be taken for landing Marion's in the rear: an officer, with 
provisions there, and that the ships which some dragoons, was sent back to Re- 
conveyed the heavy artillery should be duct ion, to order Colonel Mai ion to 
sent up likewise. Tie then desired me halt there until further orders. A little 
to conduct one of the guides (the same before sun-set this evening, we heard a 
man who had written the memoir on the cannonade apparently near Buenos 
roads, and who appeared to be the most Ay res, the steeples of w liich had been in 
intelligible) to the head of the column, sight since we left Reduction. On, the 
to direct us by the shortest rout to a .3d of July the army marched a little 
practicable pass over the Chuelo. Jle before day-break, and crossed the ford 
stated, that alwut two miles distant, in the guide had pointed out. We nro- 
a south-west direction, we should arrive reeded towards another ford, which he 
at a place where the Chuelo was quite told us was the Passo flr Zamora: lie 
passable : he assured us he was perfectly went on a mile and a half in front of the 
veil acquainted with the country, and line, in order to suck a pass. The water 
would conduct us. General Whilelocke, was so deep, he was obliged to swim 
' after some conversation with this man, his horse over. We proceeded about a 
desired me to conduct the column under mile further down the stream, and found 
his direction. We marched about half a safe pass, which the army crossed be* 
past ten o'clock, and proceeded about tuccn mue and ten o'clock. This pass 
three miles in a south-western direction, was extremely narrow, and the water 
A little before twelve o'clock, I saw the nearly under the men's arm- pits ; nor 
column under General Gower at about was the whole of the army over till near 
three miles distance, proceeding nearly one o'clock. About a mile and a half 
at right angles to our line of march. I from the pass, we met an officer sent by 
staled this to the guide, who told me, General Gower, who stated to us 4 his 
that as soon as we had crossed a stream having been engaged the evening before, 
called Rio de Macial, we should move ami conducted us to General Gower's 
in the same direction: we accordingly division, which was about a mile and a 
crossed this stream, and proceeded pretty half in front: we found, that the ad- 
nearly in the direction the guide had vance posts had l>een engaged all the 
stated. lie then shewed me a high morning, and I understood that he had 
tree on a hill, from which he said we just before ordered them to withdraw, in 
should, at a short distance, find the road, order to induce the enemy to attempt 
About half past two o'clock, as we were an attack on the line. 1 conducted Ge- 
passing by the farm- houses, the General neral Whitelocke to General Gower's 
proposed to halt for the day. 1 stated quarters, who had a map of Buenos 
to him the information the guide had Ayres on his table; and we were s dcsir- 
given me as to the distance ot the pass ; ed by General Whitelocke to point out 
and I also stated to him, that from the the best position for the troops then .. 
communication I had that morning with come up, observing, that General Gower 
General Gower, 1 was convinced, that having been longeron t he ground, was 
unless he was ordered to halt, he would better acquainted with the situation, 
cross the river, and proceed to the General (rower proposed that Rriga* 
heights westward of the town. The dier-gcneral Auchmuty's brigade should 
General had not then decided whether be stationed oh the left, and extend it* 
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self as far as the covert of the Recolita, 
on the banks of the river Plate : but as 
the distance was so extensive, he was 
only directed to place his brigade in that 
direction. Colonel Mahon's brigade was 
ordered to the rifcht. As the enemy did 
not advance in the way General Gower 
seemed to expect, the advance po»ts of 
the army were ordered to be resumed ; 
I went to the right uf Colonel Mahon's 
brigade, in order to see how the men 
were placed ; # and retiring from thence 
about live o'clock, 1 called at General 
Gower's quarters, and he shewed me a 
plan of an attack on the town, which he 
appeared to have just finished, and which 
was completely detailed in all its parts : 
it was the same which was given out the 
next day in orders, with some very tri- 
fling alterations. I proceeded to inspect 
the advance posts at the centre, and lelt 
General Co\\.t going, as I understood, 
to luud-quaiters with the plan. 1 
reached head-quarters after dusk, and 
in the course of the evening General 
Whitelocke asked my opinion of the 
plan of attack, which was to take place 
on the next day at twelve o'clock : I 
stated my objections to one clause, which 
directed, that no prisoners should be made, 
as L conceived in an action of that sort, in 
an open town, it would be impossible to 

iwevcnl a great deal of butchery. I said 
. thought the plan would succeed, but 
it appeared to me to be completely a 
new case, as 1 did not remember to have 
heard before of a similar order of attack ; 
the General said, he would leave out the 
order for making no prisoners, and would 
summon the town the next morning 
before he attacked it. He admitted, 
that the plan was novel, but said he was 
compelled by circumstances to adopt 
it. I understood that an order was sent 
to Reduction, ordering Colonel Mahon 
to inarch on the next morning towards 
the bridge over the Chuelo, and there 
to wait ior orders. On the morning of 
the 4th, the lirigadier-generals and some 
commanding nlticers of regiments at- 
tended at headquarters, when General 
Gower explained to them the order of 
attack, and shewed them the plan of the 
town: shortly after that, the Adjutant- 
gem ral and myself were sent out of the 
room, and I "supposed the opinions of 



the Brigadiers were going to be taken on 
thx* plan of attack. 1 his conference soon 
broke up, and the attack was ordered to 
tAe place at half past six o'clock the 
next morning. 1 received no orders 
fro. n Lieutenant-general Whitelocke or 
Major-general Gower, on the subject of 
the attack, but. 1 went on horseback for 
the purpose of endeavouring to recon- 
noitre the posts through winch the co- 
lumns were to move tor ward. *[ then 
found the advance posts were engaged, 
and that the same plan was adopted for 
drawing the enemy out of the town that 
had been practised without success the 
day before. It was i^ot till three o'cloc^ 
in the afternoon that the advance posts 
were resumed, and I had just time be- 
fore dark to shew the Brigadier-generals 
the road through which the wings of the 
brigade were to inarch into the town: , 
in tills 1 was assisted by one of the guides, 
who shewed me the street Which led to 
the north-east passage, on the point of 
Departnie, and I found a considerable 
variance between the plan and the 
ground: and I reported to General 
Gower,, that'I believed the columns could 
not be placed in the way he seemed to 
wish; 1 thought it also my duty to state 
to him, that if the column proceeded in 
the wav he had ordered, many would 
probably retire into the streets that ran 
at right "angles, and afterwards closing on 
their columns, would possibly cut off 
all communication between those within 
the town and those without. General 
Gower made light of this objection. In 
the course of the day the commando; 
of engineers brought me a return of all 
the tools and instruments he had col- 
lected for breaking open doors and 
windows, and 1 desired him to give those 
that appeared most effective to the light 
battalion and artillery corps, which I 
understood were to enter the .two prin- 
cipal churches of the town. Late in 
the evening 1 met General Gower re- 
turning from head-quarters : he asked me, 
where 1 thought the Lieutenant-general 
should place himself in the morning? 
1 stated, that I thought he had better 
proceed to the left with the 38th regi- 
ment, as there were two brigades to 
attack the town on that side : and that 
he (General Gower) might perhaps be 
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stationed On the right, as the centre was 
intended for the point of false attack. He 
informed me that General Whitelocke 
had ordered him to remain with him, 
and that he had named the centre as the. 
proper station. 1 do not remember any 
thing further of consequence that oc- 
curred this day : 1 believe there were 
one or two orders sent to Colonel Ma- 

i, but cannot say to what effect. 

Q, When you went to CJolonia, were 
>u directed to enquire what measures 
lad been takeu to provide horses ? 

A. I do not think I was. I believe 
at that time the horses at Colonia were 
in very bad condition. 

Q. What number of horses did you 
find there provided for the use of "the 
expedition ? 

A. I do not believe any horses were 
ever provided there for the use of the 
expedition : there had been a squadron 
of dragoons stationed there for some 
time before. 

Q. Do you know what number of 
horses were there at that time ? 

A. I oannot exactly state. I ha,d no 
returns; but 1 believe there were about 
150. 

Q. Do you know whether any horses 
had been properly trained for the army ? 
. A. 1 cannot say. 

Q. How many transports were pro- 
vided for the conveyance of the horses ? 

A. I think there were four for artil- 
lery, horses, and mules ; three for ca- 
valry j and two for the staif, allotted for 
the Commissary-general. 

Q. Previous to leaving Monte Video, 
were any, and what measures taken for 
collecting small craft in the Plate ? 

A. I believe there was no small craft 
in the river, except in the harbour of 
Monte Video, and at Buenos Ay res. 

Q. In the survey which you* have de- 
scribed to have been made of the banks 
of the river, with a' view to ascertain the 
most proper place for landing, did there 
appear to be any other objection to point 
Quilnies, than that you have stated? 
namely, that the troops could not land 
there, under cover of the ships of war. 

A. I went as close to the point in the 
Encounter gun-b. ig, as the water would 
permit. I believe I was then about a 
n>i|e and a half from shore, and was told, 



that a battery (iad been erected at the 
village of Reduction, to oppose the pas- 
sage through the marsh, in which marsh 
Geueral Beresford had before nearly 
lost all his artillery. 

Q. Were ' there any, and what other 
objection to landing higher up the river, 
than those difficulties which the naval 
Captain stated ? \ 

A. 1 supposed the objection to be 
conclusive. 

Q. Were there any, and what number 
of flat- bottomed boats accompanying tho 
army, to land it in places where the shal- 
lowness of the water would not admit 
the transports, if the commander of the 
forces had adopted such a proceeding t 

A. Previous to leaving Monte vi- 
deo, I had received a return from the 
transport agent of the flat;bottomed 
boats ; and as well as 1 can" remember, 
there were but seven or eight in the 
river, which were allotted to the com- 
manding officers of artillery. 

Q. If there had been a sufficient num- 
ber of flat-boltomed boats, would the 
landing abov£ the town have been a pro- 
per place in your opinion ? 

A. As far as I understand the use of 
flat-bottomed boats, they are used for 
the purpose of conveying troops froni 
the transports to the shore, the difficulty 
being to get up the transports. 

Q. How high up the river did it ap- 
pear the transports could proceed? 

A. 1 cannot exactly say, but I believe 
they could not proceed with safety, even 
as high as the town, unless 1 was ac-. 
quainted with the anchorage of the ships, 
at the places they were to land. 

• Q. What is the distance of Colonia 
from the opposite side of the river ? 

A. 1 believe between seven and eight 
leagues. 

Q. You stated, that there were orders* 
to spike the Spanish guns. What num- ^ 
ber of Spanish guns had you ? 

A. Five or six four-pounders : I can- 
not say which. 

Q. Were they spiked? 
A. They were. 

Q. What was the loss of provisions 
passing through the morass ? 

A. L cannot state for a certainty ; but 
I believe only a few. bags of biscuUs 
which the horses threw oft. 
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^. V ^mi Vkmi whether all the pro- Q. What provisions were they, and 

......* .»k* *v«\* Untied, were taken of what description ? ^ 

«w« ..w ix* . »v* \Hf the river to the post A. Bread and fresh" meat. I cannot 

... .w K^aii * say to what amount. 

V t s<i»t"ot exactly toll. Q. By fresh meat, do you mean that 
\t. \V uai number of guides' were provided in the country, or that landed 

u^u * ii-t the Aroiv from Monte Video ; at the Ensinada? 

4.ki iio» dwtriUttccl ? A. I mean that provided in the cono- 

V I Viv wort' two, particularly ap- try ; but to what amount I cannot tell, 
poukvd tor the purpose of serving as Q. Did the advance corps receive the 
j^ulc** and they were of great service on same provisions with the rest of the 
iho march. One was attached to each army ? 

«h\ isiou. A. I cannot say. 

Q. Were there any people of the Q. As Quarter-master-general, was 

country who acted as guides, from the am' previous calculation made to supply 

KnVuuula to Reduction ? the troops on the movement of the ar- 

A. 1 believe these were the only per- tillery, or any mode adopted as to 

ions. the speediest wav of making that sup* 

ply ? 
A. I never heard af any calculation 
' ■ ' or arrangement on this subject. 1 was ' 

totally ignorant of the plan of opera- 
tions which the General intended to 

SIXTH DAY. P ulMle 

Q. Were there any local impediments 
to the army during their march from the 
Thursday, February 4. heights above the Ensinada to Reduc- 

tion ? 
The Court having met, pursuant to ad- A. I can only speak with certainty of 
journment, Lieutenant-colonel Bourke *»e ground 1 went over myself. I be- 
was again called, and further ex- lieve there were no local impediments as 
a mined. ^ ar as Reduction. 

Q. Were all the horses embarked at . Q. Were there any inhabitants in the 
Monte Video landed at the Ensinada r houses which the army passed on the 
A. I believe they were. 30th? 

Q. What proportion of light dragoons , A. I believe not pne. 
were attached to the main body of the Q- Was there any intelligence receiv* 
army p x ed on the 30th ; and if any, what, as 

A. I believe about forty. to the state of the bridge over the Chue- 

Q. How were the forty horses, which -lo, and the preparations made by the 
you have mentioned, disposed' of during enemy for defending the pass over that 
the subsequent movements of the army ? river ? 

A. 1 believe the greater part marched A. I believe there was no intelligence 
with the main bodv. received on that day. 

Q. In what se'rvice were they em- Q. Did you find on your arrival at 
nloM'd? Reduction any number of men of the 

A. I believe when the provisions advance corps who had fallen back, un* 
which they carried were consumed, they able to proceed through fatigue? 
were chiefly employed to carry the sick", A. I believe about 150 were in the 
who were unable to walk. village ; 'but the whole of these were not 

Q. During the march from the Ensi- fatigued men. Some were left by Ge* 
nada to Reduction, were any provisions neral Gower to keep possession of the - 
delivered to the men, and at what pe- , village. 

riod ? Q» Had any, and what number, of 

A. Provisions were delivered on the the advanced corps fallen back on the 

30th of June. main body through tatigue, during the 
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match on the 29th and 30th of June, and 
tbe 1st of July? 

A, I cannot sav. If anv, thev must 
have been very few ; the march was so 
short. 

Q. Were the terms which General 
Gower sent into the town of Buenos 
Ayres, specified to you by General 
whitelocke, in writing or in conversa- 
tion? 

A. They were communicated to me 
verbally by General Whitelocke, a little 
before I set out with a letter to General 
Gower. 

Q. Having stated that you were de- 
sired by General Gower to write down 
the terms, and that you did write them 
down, are you certain that these were 
the same dictated to you by General 
Whkelocke? 

A. As so short a time had elapsed be- 
tween my receiving them from General 
Whitelocke and transcribing them for 
General Gower, I should suppose they 
were, to the best of my recollection and 
belief. 

Q. Having stated, that in a conversa- 
tion with General Whitelocke you had 
objected to the plan proposed, an/1 ex- 
pressed your extreme ignorance of the 
country, and .the necessity of reconnoi- 
tring the river, what answer dicLGeneral 
Whitelocke make to this observation ? 

A As far as I can recollect, he ex- 
pressed great anxiety to get the men 
into cantonments, as he was apprehen- 
sive their health would suffer by being 
exposed to the weather for any greater 
length of time. 

Q, You have stated, that on the 1st 
of July General Whitelocke was to have 
proceeded with an escort from General 
Craufurd's brigade, and that on the 2d 
he called his secretary and yourself, and 
said he had changed his mind, and dic- 
tated a letter to General Gower. In 
.this con versatiorf did General Whitelocke 
give any reason for altering his inten- 
tions ? 

A. I do not recollect that he assigned 
any reason for departing from one mode 
of operation and adopting another. 

Q. Had you then, or at any olh<T 
time, any, and what, reason to think 
General Whitelocke had altered his plan 
of reconnoitring the Chuelo, from any 



information he had received, or was it 
merely his anxiety to get the troops un- 
der cover r 

• A. I can only speak from the reasons 
the General gave me. 

/ Q. In the letter before alluded to, was 
nothing said about the 87th regiment be- 
ing sent to the assistance of General 
Gower? 

A. I do not remember any thing on 
the subject at that time. When I came 
back from General Gower, I think Ge- 
neral Whitelocke^ spoke of sending him 
the 87th regiment. 

Q. In your interview with General 
Gower, did you give him any reason to 
expect that any particular regiment 
should be sent to him? 

A. I do not remember that I did. 

Q. You stated that vou were ordered 
to go at day-break to General Gower. 
At what hour does the day "break at that 
season of the year in that country ? 

A I believe about six o'clock. 

* Q. What was the state of the weather 
at that time? 

A. The 2d of July was an exceeding 
fine day. The night of the 3d we had 
a good deal of rain. 

Q. You have stated that you met Ge- 
neral Whitelocke between the two corps 
on your return from General Gower. 
Do you know for what purpose the Ge- 
neral advanced ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Did he proceed after you met 
him, or did he return ? 

A. He returned to Reduction. 

Q. Do you know whether he returned 
in consequence of any communication he 
had received from you, or for what other 
reason ? 

A. I cannot say. 

Q, When you met General White-' 
locke, did you inform him that General 
Gower had complained to you oi the 
88th regiment ? * 

A. I have already said Ldid. 

Q. What statement did you make to 
General Whitelocke, when you met him 
between General Gower's head-quartet s 
and his own — what conversation passed 
between him and you ? 

A. I cannot recollect the whole of the 
conversation. I stated tint General 
Gower seemed dissulisiied ah the order. 
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General Whitelocke seemed to say some- 
thing of supporting him, but I cannot 
attempt to give the. whole of the conver- 
sation in detail. 

Q. Did vou state to General White- 
locke, that General Gowcr had told you 
he considered the order he had received 
peremptory, and that he should lose no 
.time in obeying it? 

A. I do not remember thatHlid at 
that time. , 

Q. Did you apprise General White- 
locke that you had given General Gower 
reason to believe that he would be sup- 
ported by the main body of the army ? 

A. I do not remember to have given 
-General Gower any reason to believe 
'80, strictly speaking. 

Q. Did you apprise General White- 
locke of the conversation you had with 
General Gower on the subject of the 
-commander of the forces marching the 
whole of the army to his support } 

A. I believe I (lid. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke make 
any, and what, reply to that communi- 
-cation? 

A. I do not remember. 

Q. Did your observation of the face 
of the country, in the direction in which 
the advanced corps were marching when 
you saw them, lead you to conclude, 
that they must have passed the Chuelo, 
and consequently had found a pass ? 

A. I have no means of forming any 
-conclusion on that subject. , 

Q. Did there appear any difficulty on 
the face of the country, on the march of 
the main body, being pointed towards 
the direction where you perceived the 
advanced corps, so as to have prevented 
a junction with that corps ? 

A. I have before stated that the guide 
informed me, that when we had crossed 
the ford, which was then before us, we 
should move in the same direction with 
the advanced guard. After we had pass- 
ed that stream I did not see any local 
impediment. 

Q. Were any attempts made by Ge- 
neial Whitelocke to communicate with 
General Gower by patroles, or in any 
other manner? 

A. I believe not. I never heard of 
any. 

Q. Were there any resaons why pa- 
troles of cavalry might not have been 



Bent out at the time when you stated the 
advance corps to be "in sight ? 

A. There was no reason why a patrole 
might not have been sent ; but I cannot 
talce upon me to say they would have 
arrived at General 6owers post. 

Q. State what difficulties presented 
themselves to your observation on the 
way, to prevent a body of cavalry com- 
municating with the advanced corps at 
that time ? 

A. I understood from the guide that 
we were then at different sides of the 
river; and I saw* myself a considerable 
■Swamp'intervening. 

Q. Were there any persons belong- 
ing to the country, whom you met on 
the march, who could point out the 
way? 

A. I don't believe there was a single 
inhabitant in the village of Reduction 
when we reached that place : the man 
who conducted us had come over with 
the Commissary from Colonia. 

Q. Was there any intelligence or in- 
formation received by General White- 
locke on that day, as to the state of the 
bridge over the Chuelo, or of the pre- 
parations made by the enemy for de- 
fending the pass over that river, down to 
the period ot the 2d of July? 

A. I was not informed that General 
Whitelocke had received any intelli- 
gence whatsoever, but what liadbeen 
-communicated to him by Gen. Gower/ 
respecting the bridge. 

Q. When General Whitelocke or- 
dered the army to halt about half past 
three o'clock, about how far had you 
marched that day ? 
i A. I believe about seven miles? 

Q. Was the condition of the army 
such as to render the hall unavoidable?" 

*A. I cannot speak with any certainty 
as to that point, I was at the head of the 
column. 

Q. What was the length of the march 
on the 301 h? 

A. About five miles, and on the 29th 
about four miles. 

Q. What answer did you receive 
from General Whitelocke to the repre- 
sentation of what the guide had said was 
the distance at which General Gower 
would cross the river? 

A. I think he said the troops were fa- 
tigued, and the plain we were then on 
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^yielded a quantity of fire wood, and that 
'there were a great number of sheep close 
to us. 

Q. How many hours of daylight re- 
mained when the army halted ? 

A. There remained about two hours 
and a half. 

Q, Did the cannonading you heard on 
the side of Buenos Ayres give occasion 
to any movement, or order for move- 
ment, for giving prompt support to the 
^advanced corps? 

. A. I do not remember any proposal 
made for marching that afternoon. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke make 
jmy observations to you on the subject 
of that cannonade ? 

A. It is very probable he did, but I 
don't recollect what. I don't think I 
was with General Whitelocke at the 
time I heard the cannonading. 

Q. At what time in the evening was 
Abe cannonading heard ? 

A. A little before sun-set. 

ft. Were there any measures taken 
in consequence ? 

A. I believe there were no measures 
^aken in consequence . 

Q, At what nour was it? 

A. I believe about £ye o'clock, but I 
cannot .exactly say. 

Q. At what hour was the main body 
of the army ordered to march on the 
morning of the 3d? 

A. About six o'clock ; just at day- 
break. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke propose 
io you any ojthcrplan of attack than that 
already spoken ot, on which he intended 
to ac£ in the attack on the town of Bue- 
nos Ay res? 

A. Tie never stated to me any precise 
p}an on which he intended to act ; but I 
collected; from various conversations 
that \*e intended to place his main body 
at the Recolita, and extend from thence 
to ,the shipping, and take such measures 
against the town as circumstances might 
require : others beard him further say, 
that be would be very cautious how he 
suffered the troops to enter the town, as 
ve 4 undejrstoo4 from him that he intend- 
ed to employ heavy artillery against it. 
I never saw any precise plan, nor any 
thing detailed. 

. Q. You stated that you reported your 
local observations on the probable con- 



sequences of the plan of attack to Ge* 
neral Gower. Was it understood on 
the 4th that the immediate detail of the 
attack was left to General Gower? 

A. General Gower gave out all the 
orders on the subject that I heard of. 

Q. Do you know whether General 
Gower received from General White- 
locke the orders that he gave out on the 
subsequent plan of attack ? 

A. The orders I have before alluded 
to were given out at head-quarters in 
General W hitelocke's private room, and 
in his presence: they appeared to me to 
be the same that General Gower shewed 
me the preceding evening. 

Q. Had you any knowledge of any 
confidential communication between Ge* 
jperal Whitelooke and General Gower? 

A. I had not. 

Q. Having stated yesterday that Ge- 
neral Whitelocke told you that he had 
adopted a plan which was novel, but he 
was compelled from circumstances to 
adopt it, did lie state to you what those 
circumstances were ? 

A. I believe he stated that he was ap* 1 
prehensive that the army would be in 
want of provisions ; and also that be had 
not found General Gower in the situa- 
tion which. he expected ; but the reasons 
which he gave made very little impres- 
sion upon my mind at the time. * 

Q. Did General Whitelocke say what 
that situation was in which he expected 
to have found General Gower*? co« 
lumn? 

A I do not know that he ever said 
what that situation was. 

Q. Having yesterday stated that an 
order was written to Colonel Mahon, 
and sent on the night of the 3d, can you 
tell by what means,, or by what rout, 
that order was transmitted ? 

A. The order was sent by a country* 
man, one of the natives. 

Q. Was the countryman attended by 
any, and what, escort? . 

A. He was not attended by any 
escort, as 1 believe. 

Q. Where was Colonel Mahon when 
that order was sent ? 

A. At the village of Reduction. 

Q. What was the purport of that or- 
der? 

A. I have stated what I believed te 
be the purport of it, He was to &ov* 
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the ttext day towards the bridge, over 
the Chuelo. 

Q. Do you know what rout the mes- 
senger was desired to take ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know whether this man 
•ame with the army from Monte Video, 
or whether he joined the army subse- 
quent to its landing ? 

A. I believe he came with the army 
from Monte Video. 

Q. State the substance of the infor- 
mation received respecting the enemy's 
force ; his means, and his position to re- 
sist, between the time of jthe junction of 
the main body of the army with the ad- 
vanced corps on the 3d, and to the morn- 
ing of the 4th. 

A. I believe there were some prison- 
ers examined. I was not present, nor 
do I know what intelligence they gave. 
_ Q. Was any, and what, attempt made 
during the period last referred to, on the 
part of General Whitelocke, to recon- 
noitre the state of the bridge over the 
Chuelo, and the position of the enemy 
without the town ? 

A. I never heard that he gave any or- 
ders upon that subject. 

Q. T)id General Whitelocke person- 
ally reconnoitre the approaches to the 
town on the 3d or 4th of July, after his 
arrival at the Miserere ? 

A. I did not see him reconnoitre at 
any time. 

Q. Had you any, and what, means of 
knowing whether he did or did not ? 

A. I have stated that I had not seen 
.him, nor have I ever heard that he did. 

Q. Have you such a recollection as 
to state any further information on these 
charges within the period ending the 4th 
of July? 

A. I think I have stated every thing 
material within my knowledge. 

Cross-examined by General Whitelocke: 

Q. Was not every effort made to ob- 
tain intelligence in the country, and was 
it possible to obtain any' other informa- 
tion than we had ? 

A. I believe every effort was made. 

Q. Were all the transports which 
could be procured employed ? and were 
not every means used to collect horses 
for the army? 
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A. All the transports at Monte Vide* 
were prepared for the service of the ar- 
my. After General Craufurd's arrival 
there were some that were not em- 
ployed. , 

Q. How soon after General Crau- 
furd's arrival did the expedition sail ? 

A. I think General Craufurd arrived 
about the 14th of June. The greater 
part of the forces were ordered up tp 
Colonia on the 16th, and on the 21st the 
General himself embarked, the whole 
being ready some days before, but the 
wind was not fair. 

Q. Are not mules more used than 
horses in drawing carriages in that 
country ; and were we able to procure 
any quantity of them ? 

A. They are more frequently used. 
We procured some, and I cannot say we 
could have procured more ; but should 
suppose we could. 

Q. Do you recollect my ordering the 
purchase of a ship load of mules that was 
destined for the Cape of Good Hope ? 

A. I do. 

Q. Did not the horses we procured 
soon become incapable of work; and 
did not some of them become useless 
even the first day ? 

A. I believe they were totally inca- 
pable of enduring much fatigue. I can- 
not speak with certainty of the state in 
which they were after we reached the 
heights. 

Q. Was it practicable to convey oar 
camp equipai e and stores; without much 
difficulty, through the marsh? 

A. I believe it was not possible. 

Q. Did we not look to the navy for 
procuring them, particularly when we 
reached the suburbs of the town ? 

A. 1 always understood that the ob- 
ject of marching westward of the town 
was to open a communication with the 
iiavy. 

Q. What additional supply of provi- 
sions were looked to on the inarch, and 
of what description, and how procured ? 

A. We procured some sheep and buL 
locks on the march, but I cannot say 
what supply the General may have ex- 
pected. 

Q. Was it not known that bullocks 
and sheep were to be found in crossing 
the country, and did we not find a suf- 
ficient supply of both? 
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A. It was expected we should, and 
we did accordingly. 

Q, Was it understood that when Ge- 
neral Beresford landed at Point Quilmas 
there was a continuance of dry weather, 
and even then he lost his guns;. and 
therefore was it not to be supposed that 
from the season when we landed the dif- 
ficulty would be increased ? 

A. I had heard that General Beres- 
ford lost some of his artillery, but never 
heard what the state of the weather was 
at that time. 

Q. Did not your observation of Point 
Quilmas incline you to think it advisable 
not to make a landing there ? 

A. That and other reasons induced 
me to prefer the Ensinada. 

Q. Were we not in the march conti- 
nually crossing marshes and rivulets; 
and was it not attended with great fa- 
tigue and much delay ? 

A. We were. 

Q. Were we able to procure informa- 
tion, or any such correct intelligence, at 
Monte Video, so as to enable us to form 
any detailed regular plan, or any other 
than that of establishing ourselves on the 
ijeights, to communicate with the fleet, 
ana act in any manner we could, ac- 
cording to circumstances ? 

A. I have stated all the information I 
received as far as I know. With regard 
to the supplies in the march, it might 
have been possible to have made some 
arrangements with the natives. 

Q. Could a detailed plan have been 
made for the attack of Buenos Ayres 
from any information or intelligence re- 
ceived at Slonte Video, on which reli- 
ance could be placed ? 

A. Certainly not. The measures 
which were intended to be pursued ap- 
peared to me to be the only ones that 
could have been adopted. 
• Q. Could you at Monte' Video, or 
after you left it, on the march, procure 
such correct intelligence of the cquntry 
as to enable you, as Quarter-master-ge- 
neral, to have arranged any plan of pro- 
viding supplies, of halting, or any other 
necessary operation ? 

A. Nothing more could have been 
done than in making Reduction the se- 
cond point of departure, from whence 
measures might' have been arranged for 
crossing; the Chico-pass, and marching to 



the suburbs of Buenos Ayres, and of re- 
connoitring the river, but not from any 
intelligence we could have procured from 
the people of the country. 

Q. How many people of the country 
did we take in the whole of the march, 
till we joined General Gower ? What 
means did we take to make them guides, 
or what other use did we make of them ? 

A. I believe, during the whole of the 
march, we did not receive any intelli- 
gence of the least importance. We took 
two prisoners at the Ensinada, who 
marched with the army as far as Reduc- 
tion, and from thence to Buenos Ayres. 

Q. Could the army have found places 
of halting to procure fuel, and for other 
purposes, any where but at the farm- 
nouses ? and was not the halting regu- 
lated by the situation of these farm- 
houses ? 

A. I believe that fuel could only have 
been found at the farm-houses ; and that 
on their situation particularly depended 
the movements of the army. 
. Q. Did not General Whitelocke, at 
the time he altered his determination to 
march on, express his apprehensions of 
the rain coming on, and his anxiety lest 
the weather should break up before he 
should get the men under cover in the 
vicinity of the suburbs of the town, and 
open a communication with the fleet ? 

A. He said so then, and frequently 
before. 

Q. Had it not rained hard, and was 
it not raining, when General White- 
locke sent for you on the night of the 2d 
of July ? 

A. It rained very hard at the time. 

Q. Had not the oldest of the inha- 
bitants at the Ensjnada informed me that 
rain would set in in 24 hours, and ren- 
der the river impassable ? 

A. I remember to have heard him say 
so. 

Q. Did not General Whjtelocke, on 
your. return on the 2d, order the army 
immediately to march ? and did not he 
shew anxiety to march, and stop the 
cutting up of some cattle then preparing 
for Sir Samuel Achmuty's brigade ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Was there not a sheet of water, as 
well as marshy ground, between, the two 
divisions of the army, on the mtrning of 
die 2d ? 
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A. I think I remember to have seen 
something of the sort in the fields. 

Q. Did not the guide endeavour to 
lead you to the right, in consequence of 
your observing that General Dower's 
brigade moved from you ; and were we 
jitot led into marshy ground, and obliged 
ttfkeeptotheleft? 

A. I remember hh taking us through 
the marsh to the fight, and afterwards 
we moved to the left. 

Q. Did you not lead the columns 
with the guides, that day ? 

A. I dfd. 

Q. Did not out ground, oto the even* 
ing of the 2d, command an extensive 
view, particularly towards the Chueto and 
Buenos Ayres ? 

A. It commanded a very extensive 
view, but I cannot say that we c6uld see 
the Chuelo from it. 

Q. Would not the evening have closed 
in by the time we could have reached 
thetord? 

A. I think It would. 

Q. How long was the army in cross- 
ing the ford on the 3d ? 

A. Between three and four hours. 

Q. Had you not some difficulty in 
finding a place for passing the river oh 
the 3d, from the ignorance of the guide ? 

A. There was some difficulty in find- 
ing a place to pass, on account of the 
swollen state of the river, but not from 
the ignorance of the guide. 

Q. Was not the guide, whom we had 
taken prisoner that morning, the same 
xnmn who had conducted us from Re- 
duction ? 

A. He whs; 

Tk*iiaMte& by the Judge Advocate. 

Q. At what time during the march 
was there a total want of bread for the 
army? 

A. I believe the last of the bread was 
delivered on the evening of the 30th of 
June. I have before said that the deli- 
very of provisions was not in my de- 
partment. 

• Q. Were there any impediments in 
the way of landing a quantity of bread 
and provisions from tlie fleet at Re- 
duction to supply the army ? 

A/ I cannot state the nature of the 
ground between the fleet and Reduc- 



tion, never having gone from &ne to the 
other. 

Q. Did you" not know that a commu- 
nication was opened with the fleet at 
Reduction 

A. I did. 

Q. Did you not know that some 'pro- 
visions were landed at Reduction and at 
Point Quilmas from the fleet? 

A. Not from my 6wii knowledge, but 
I have heard from Colonel Mahon, who 
was at Reduction, that he had received 
provisions from the fleet. 

Q. Might not a plan of operations for 
the different columns have been formed 
with tolerable precision, after the troop* 
arrived at the heights, on the 29th of 
July? 

A. I think we might have been march- 
ed in one column only, from the height* 
of Reduction * 

Q. Were any, and what, measures 
taken while the army were at Barragon 
and Reduction, to render their move- 
ments independent of the farm-houses,' 
by issuing prbvlsions to the men, and by 
other necessary arrangements ? 

A. I do not recollect any orders upon 
the Subject. The army landed with 
three days provisions. 

Q» Having stated, in answer to Ge* 
neral Whitelocke, the information re- 
specting the rains rendering the river im- 
passable, was that information before he 
told you he would proceed on the next 
morning to reconnoitre the river ? 

A. It was after we had halted that that 
information was given. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 
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SEVENTH DAY, 

FRIDAY, FEB. 5. 

Lieutenant colonel bourke further ex- 
amined. 

Q.' Why, then, after the opinion of 
the giride respecting the weather, did 
the main body halt on the 2d of July, 
before it made the pass of the Chuelo, 
having at the time of halting only march- 
ed seven miles that day ? 

A. I have already, stated every thing. 
I know upon that subject. 
. Q. Ill answer to a question put by ; 
Qeteral Whitelocke yesterday, relative 
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to tlie guide leading you rather to the 
fight, and having failed in the attempt to 
get a pass, obliged you to keep to the 
left, do you know what consideration in- 
duced (General Whitelocke, on the morn- 
ing of the 2d, to deviate from the line of 
march of the advanced corps on the pre- 
vious day, and from the line which Ge- 
neral Gower watt actually marching on 
the 2d towards the Chuek> ? 

A. I have already stated every thing 
I know upon that subject. 

Q. Having stated, in answer to Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, that the passage of 
the Chuelo was performed by the division 
under General Gower in three hours, 
bad General Whitelocke received infor- 
mation, when he halted, which might 
lead him to conclude that it would re* 
quire the time mentioned to cross the 
ford? 

A. I do not know that he had. 

Q. You stated, in answer to General 
Whitelocke, that . your ground oh the 
2d commanded an extensive view, were 
there any measures taken on that even- 
ing to secure the passage of the river the 
next day ? 

A. I believe not. 

Examined by the Court. 

Were there any reports made by the 
officers of the rear of the division at 
which General Whitelocke was at the 
head, that made it necessary to halt on 
the 2d of July } 

A. I never heard any, except the con- 
versation with Sir Samuel Auchmuty, 
which I have already stated. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke mention 
to you, at any time before or after, or 
during the inarch, the reasons why he 
altered his line of march from that of 
General Gower, on the 2d ? 

A. I have already stated the sub- 
stance of the information received from 
the guide, previous to the main body 
marching trom Reduction ; and, f 
suppose, on that information General 
W hitelocke acted. 

Q. Did the army, after its disem- 
barkation, and on its march, meet with 
ditifculties, which, from the information 
you had at Monte Video, might have 
been foreseen and obviated, so as to en- 
able the army to cross the river on the 
second day after its arrival at the Ensi- 
nadaj' ' 



A. I cannot exactly state what expec* 
tation had been formed ; but it did not 
appear to me that there were any local 
difficulties on the inarch which would 
liave prevented the army reaching the 
river on that day. It might have march- 
ed four or five miles beyond Reduction. 

1 his question and answer it was 
thought proper to withdraw. 

Q. Could you have got as far as th« 
Chuelo on the second day 1 

A. I cannot conceive any impediment 
which could have prevented the army 
from reaching within a lew miles of the 
Chuelo on the second day, after quitting 
the heights of Ensinada. 

Q. You have said that the comman- 
der of the forces called you at two o'clock 
on the morning of the 2d of July, and 
told )0u he had changed his mind? 

A. It was then raining, and he ex* 
pressed his anxiety to get the troops un- 
der cover. 

Q. Do you know, as Quarter-master- 
genera), why the same anxiety did not 
incline the commander of the forces to 
march himself with the main body of the 
army at day-light, and proceed in the 
same line of inarch with the advance 
corps ? Or can you say why the march 
was delayed till ten o'clock ? And why 
they then proceeded in a different di- 
rection ? 

A. in answer to the two first ques- 
tions I cannot state his reasons; and 
with regard to the third, I before said 
that I believe he acted on the informa- 
tion received from the guide. 

Q. In consequence of that informa- 
tion, did he stop or alter the march of 
the advance corps ? 

A. The information he received was 
subsequent to the order given for the 
march of the advance corps. After 
we marched from Reduction, I believe 
there was no communication whatever 
between the two corps. 

Q. Did you represent to General 
Whitelocke that marching in the direc-' 
tion the guide had pointed out would 
preclude his giving assistance to the ad- 
vance corps under General Gower, if 
that assistance should be necessary? 

A. I did not make any such repre- 
sentation, because I did not think it' 
would have been the case. 
Q, You have said that no inform*- 
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tton was obtained from any of the inha- 
bitants, that you were ignorant of the 
face. of the country, the position of the 
enemy, or the existence of the bridge. 
Was there any means taken to recon- 
Doitre the river, or any attempt made to 
ascertain these points ? 

A. . I believe no. attempt whatever. 

Q. Was your information such as to 
lead you to suppose the passage of the 
river, and making a lodgment in the 
suburbs of Buenos Ayres, were opera- 
tions of so little difficulty as to nave 
been obtained by the advance corps, 
without the aid of the main body of the 
army ? 

A. I do not think the information 
could possibly warrant such a conclu- 
sion } 

Q. Do you now recollect at what period 
it was discovered that the bridge was 
still existing, and whether any orders 
were sent to Colonel Mahon to proceed 
by that rout ? 

A* I do not remember that the exist- 
ence of the bridge was ascertained pre- 
vious to the order sent to Colonel Ma- 
hon. 

Q. Had the enemy made a vigorous 
resistance at the Chico pass, or made 
any attack with a large force on the ad- 
vance corps under General Gower, 
could General Whitelocke with the 
main body of the army have given any 
immediate, necessary, or prompt, sup- 
port to that corps ? 

A. I do not believe he could. 

Q. Was any officer of the staff sent 
by General Whitelocke to General 
Gower— or did any one of the staff of 
the army, except yourself, go to recon- 
noitre the approaches of the town on the 
evening of the 4th, previous to the at- 
tack on the 5th ? 

A. I never heard of any one but my- 
self ; and I before stated 1 was not or- 
dered. 

Q. Had the bridge not been burnt, as 
was supposed, and General Whitelocke 
could have crossed the Chuelo at that 
pass, was that place the best calculated 
for the army to pass over the river ? 

A. I believe it was. 

Q. Were there not six pontoons and 
their carriages embarked with the army, 
and were they landed ? 

A. They were embarked, but not 



landed ; but I cannot state why. I be> 
lieve they were not intended to be made 
use of between the Eusinada and Re- 
duction. 

Q. Then for what purpose were they 
embarked ? 

A. 1 believe for the purpose of making 
a bridge over the Chuelo. 

Q. What distance was the bridge 
from the suburbs of Buenos Ayres ? 

A. About two miles and a half. 

Q. Why were not the pontoons made 
use of for crossing the Chuelo, for which 
purpose they had been embarked ? 

A. 1 suppose General Whitelocke in- 
tended to pass the river by the ford. 

Q. When the army came to the 
ground where they halted on the 2d, did 
you see the regiments come up to the 
ground ? 

A. I did. 

Q. Was there a long rear ? 

A. There was not. The troops ap- 
peared fresh. 

Q. Do you know what precautions 
were taken for the security of the army, 
and what pickets were sent out ? 

A. I cannot exactly state the number 
of men at the advanced posts. In going 
round on the left, I thought the heads 
of the columns were not covered in the 
way they should have been ; in conse- 
quence of which I sent a reinforcement 
to the left, and the advanced posts then 
appeared to me to be such as the situa- 
tion required. 

Q. Were the pickets instructed to at- 
tend to any firing ; and was that cir- 
cumstance, or any other extraordinaries, 
reported by the pickets ? 

A. I do not remember that any such 
instructions were given ; nor were any 
extraordinaries reported that night. 

Q. On your return from the head- 
quarters of the advance corps, did you 
report to General Whitelocke that you 
had been desired by General Gower to 
write down the terms of which General 
Gower had directed you to inform him, 
and which he was to offer to the Spanish 
General ? 

A. I do not remember. 

Q. What was the distance of the 
march of the main body on the third > 

A. About nine miles from the town ? 

Q. When the firing wa9 heard on the 
second, were there any measwes taken 
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•by General Whitelocke to inform him- 
self where it was, or to ascertain the si- 
tuation of the advance corps ? 

A. I did not, nor have 1 ever heard of 
any such measures. 

Q.. If the main body had marched 
early on the morning ot the 2d, might 
it not have reached the suburbs of Bue- 
nos Ay res on the same day > 

A. The distance was only sixteen 
miles altogether, and there could have 
been no difficulty in marching from 
'Reduction by the rout we proceeded, 
and arriving in the suburbs of Buenos 
Ayres that evening. 

Q. Were the guides who conducted 
the different divisions of the army con- 
fronted at any time, and when ; to as- 
certain whether tlu*y agreed in their ac- 
counts of the country, from the heights 
to Buenos Ayres, and the different 
passes of the river, in order that the two 
divisions mieht not deviate from the line 
of march? 

A. They never were. At the time that 
General (Sower's corps marched, it was 
not known that the main body was to 
march that day. 

Brigadier-general Craufurd sworn and 

examined, 

Q. What situation did you hold in the 
expedition against Buenos Avres under 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke ? 
• A. I commanded the light brigade 
which formed the advance guard ol the 
army. 

Q. Relate all that occurred from your 
landing at Monte Video to the night of 
the 4th July, previous to the attack upon 
the town of Buenos Ayres. 

[Here the Judge Advocate gave a 
paper into the hanas of the witness, con- 
taining the heads of the several points on 
which ne was to speak.] 

A. On my arrival at Monte Video, 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke proposed 
a walk round the works ; and on our re- 
turn through the town desired me to 
notice the peculiar construction of the 
houses, their flat roofs encompassed by 
parapet walls, and other circumstances 
which, as he observed, rendered them 
particularly favourable for defence ; and 
that he certainly would not expose his 
troops to a contest so unequal as that in 



■which they must be engaged, if led into 
so large a town as Buenos Ayres ; all the 
inhabitants of which were prepared for 
its defence, and the houses of which 
were constructed similar to those of 
Monte Video. In the obvious propriety 
of the General's intentions I most hear- 
tily concurred. The brigade which 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke placed 
under my command consisted, according 
to the original arrangement, of eight 
companies of light infantry, a detach- 
ment of recruits (about 70) of the 71st, 
and eight companies of the 95th or rifle 
corps. But from the day of our landing 
at the Ensinada, until the junction of die 
two divisions of the army before Buenos 
Ayres, four companies were taken away 
from my brigade, and attached to the 
division of the army under the Comman- 
der in Chief in person. With respect to 
the equipment of the brigade unuer my 
command, it certainly was deficient in 
some material articles. In the first 
place, we had no lasso-men ; I mean per- 
sons who are in the habit of catching 
cattle in that country : the conseouence 
of which was, that though surrounded by 
abundance of cattle, we had no means of 
catching them. Another material defi- 
ciency, and for which I could not dis j 
cover a sufficient reason, wa9, that the 
camp kettles were left behind ; in conse- 
quence of which, though we found an 
abundance of wheat in the farm Houses, 
which, if boiled, would have been an 
excellent substitute for bread, we. had 
no means of making use of it. Another 
circumstance also very important, but 
which took place rather from the sub- 
sequent arrangement, than through the 
original equipment, was, that although 
on the landing of the troops, they had 
only three days bread, viz. for the 28th, 
29tn, and 30th June, there was no fur- 
ther issue of bread till the day of the 3 J 
July, when we fortunately found a consi- 
derable quantity in one of the houses 
behind the position which we took up on 
the 2d. 1 his might have been avoided, 
and the troops been spared the suffering 
of want, by halting at Reduction, from 
whence we might easily have communi- 
cated with the fleet at the point of 
Quilmes. It also appeared to me, that 
for a detachment which had rjeea so many 
months at sea as that under my «on> 
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pfcand, at least at the first period of ope- 
ration od shore, the men should have 
been alloweed the ration of spirits to 
which they had been accustomed. These 
troops I speak of, sailed under my com- 
mand fa>m England in March, and con- 
fisted of two squadrons of the 6th dra- 
foon guards, the 5th, 36th, 45th, and 
8th regiments of foot, five companies 
of the 05th, and two companies of artil- 
lery. We landed at Ensinada without 
seeing any appearance of an enemy in 
the morning of the 28th June, which 
was, I believe, the best-ehosen situation 
fcr the troops to mak<? a landing. After 
crossing the swamp, which is of consider- 
able extent along the banks of the river, 
nay brigade. too* a position on the 
heights, and another regiment, I believe 
the 38th, formed on our left. On the 
29th we marched off by our right on the 
road or track leading to Buenos Ayres 
by the rout of Reduction, in front of 
wnich, at about the distance of one mile 
and a half, we took our position on the 
eveningof the 1st July. On the 3d, my 
brigade, with the exception of the four 
companies I hive mentioned, was al- 
ways at the distance of four or five miles 
ffxm Brigadier-general Xaimley's bri- 
gade, consisting of the 36th and 38 th 
regiments, under the immediate com- 
mand of Major-general Gower, which 
was always in the rear ; fpr the purpose, 
as I understood from .Major-general 
Cower, of procuring fipe wood, an ar- 
ticle extremely scarce, and only to be 
found in the vicinity of a few farm bous- 
es. During the whole .of jS>iH- march, we 
were observed by small parties of irregu- 
lar horse armed with long muskets, who 
exchanged occasional shots w&b the 
rifle corps; but until t>ur arrival at Re- 
duction, nothing occurred either of op- 
position from the enemy, or difficulties 
Of any sort material to relate. The 
country was entirely open ; and though 
the rout was freauently intersected by 
tome streams and nogs, none proved any 
considerable impediment till after wehad 
passed Keduction. The only embarrass- 
ment I experienced in conducting the 
advance guard, proceeded from the 
want of a good guide, for the inhabitants, 
excepting two (a Mr. Duval and an In- 
dian servant belonging to the house 
where I took up sny quarters A on,.1b* 



night of the 1st, and whom I took witfc 
me), had all left their habitations. As 
we approached Reduction, we saw much 
more considerable bodies of horsemen, 
who appeared only intent on reconnoit- 
ring our march. On the evening of 
the 1st, my brigade took a position on 
the extremity of the high ground, about 
a mile and a half nearer to Buenos Ayres 
than the village of Keduction, and just 
at the skirt of tlve low marshy ilat, 
through which ran the rivers Man- 
seil and Chuelo. W? also observed, 
the fire which Lieutenant-colonel Pack 
informed me in his opinion was in 
the direction of the bridge. On the 
evening of the 2d, I received an order 
from Major-general Gower .(who had 
passed the night with Brigadier-oenera) 
Lumley's brigade, which occupied a po- 
sition about three fourths of a wile in 
the rear of mine) to be in readiness to 
march at nine o'clock. Before nine the 
General came to me, and after a good 
deal of conversation on the direction of 
our march, I understood from him, that 
according to the accounts he had receiv- 
ed, the enemy had constructed consi- 
derable batteries for the defence of their 
position on the lower Chuelo in the 
neighbourhood of the bridge. It was 
therefore determined to turn their posi- 
tion by passing the river higher up ; but 
I think it material tp state, that Major- 
general Gower at this time certainly hact 
not settled withthe Commander in Chief, 
or even in his own mind, where we were 
to attempt the passage : whether at the 
ford called Passo-Chico, which we did 
in feet cross over higher up; or one 
which was said to be situated about a 
league higher up. We saw the enemy, 
on the opposite side of the river, and 
after we had marched about two or three 
hours, General Gower and m»vself dis- 
tinctly saw General Whitelocke's div> 
sign on the march, and from every con* 
si deration, both from general reasoning 
and from particular circumstances, I was 
certainly during the whole of this day 
impressed with the belief that they were 
following us. Some time after, General. 
Gower shewed me a letter from the 
Commander of the forces, by which he 
was fully authorised to cross the river, 
and to establish himself in, or in thfL 
vicinity of tfce suburb* of Buanqs 4yf*i ; 



TklAL OF LIEUTfiNANT-CENERAI. WBITEtOCKE.' 



41 



•n advantage which was dear to me 
could not be taken possession of without 
an action. It was some time after that I 
Understood from General Gower his in- 
tention to pass the Chico, nor did I in- 
quire, as the direction in which we had 
till then been marching would, we sup- 
posed, have been equally advantageous. 
After we had passed the river, we saw at 
about the distance of a cannon shot in 
our front — a body of about 500 horse. 
They attempted "nothing, and from the 
direction in which they afterwards 
moved, I conjectured they 'crossed the 
river. At length we arrived at a track 
which crossed obliquely to our right, 
and which the guide said led to the Passo 
Chico.' General Gower determined to 
take that direction, and ordered me to 

froceed with my brigade as quickly as 
could, and either to force the pass, or 
to establish myself on the banks of the 
river. When we arrived, there was no 
appearance of an enemy ; and by the 
time my brigade had passed, General 
Gower arrived at the head of General 
Lumlcy's brigade. About this time 
Afajor Fraser, who commanded four 
companies' of the 95th, pointed out to 
me a column, which had the appearance 
of a considerable body of tne enemy 
marching, as if to take possession of the 
heights opposite the ford, but to effect 
which they were palpably too late. I 
sent an officer to General Gower to 
report this, and to request his permission 
to move on and occupy the heights, which 
are about three quarters of a mile distant 
from the ford. The answer I received 
was, that I might go on, and act accord- 
ing to circumstances, and that he would 
support me with General Linn ley's 
bngade. We gained the heights without 
any opposition, and from the general 
appearance of the enemy, it was evident 
to me they were already in a state of 
confusion, which it was important to 
take advantage of. After gaining the 
heights, I took the first road to my 
fight, which the guide pointed out to 
me as leading to the town, and to the 
position which the enemy was obliged to 
station themselves in to cover it. As we 
proceeded, there was an appearance that 
the enemy was disconcerted by our 
movements. During the march,' I re- 
ceived erdtrs frtm General Gower by 



an officer to halt. I cannot positive!/ 
say, whether that was merely to give 
time for Brigadier-general Lumley's bri- 
gade to come up, or to take a position 
tor the evening ; but as the day was so 
far advanced, and the state of the ope- 
rations so critical, I took the liberty of 
stating to General Gower, that it was 
very desirable to proceed, which in the 
mean time I did. A very short time 
before we reached Mr. White's house, 
the Major-general came to the head of 
my brigade, the road had then taken a 
turn to the left, and when we arrived at 
Mr. White's house, we were marching 
nearly parallel to the position in whicS 
we afterwards discovered the enemy, who 
were then on our right flank ; the ground 
was so extremely intricate, and covered 
with deep trenches and high lences, that 
although the enemy at tins time were 
very near us, we had not discovered 
them. The lirst indication we had of 
their presence was a shot tire:! from a 
gun placed on the Coral just as General 
Gower and myself, with some of the 
staff officers, appeared on the great road 
leading into that where the main columti 
of the corps was then standing, and 
which road leads into the town by the 
Coral de Miserari (court-yard of the 
shambles) where the enemy s guns wera 
then placed. As soon as "this gun waf 
fired, General Gower said something to 
me, I think it was, " We must turn the 
right and left flanks." I understood this 
as an order to attack the enemy, and 
immediately obeyed. The enemy's fire 
for a very' short time appeared to me 
to come from a very considerable body 
of infantry, but the light companies 
and the 95th advanced so rapidly, that 
the enemy very soon gave way, leaving 
behind them twelve pieces of artillerv. 
I pursued them about three quarters of* a 
mile beyond the position from which I 
had driven them, nearly to the com* 
inenc«mcnt of the town. While I waf 
forming the brigade, which from the 
nature of the ground, and suddenness of 
the action, had got into some confusion, 
it growing dark while I was thus em- 
ployed, I received an order from Gene- 
ral <2ower by Captain Squires of the en- 
gineers, to fall back to the Coral, where 
he then was. It certainly appeared to 
me at that moment to be adviseable to 
G 
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follow the enemy into the town, and I. 
desired the officer who brought me the 
order to foil back, to request the Gene- 
ral that he would allow me to do so. 
J trust the Court will here allow me to 
say, that from all I heard since, I am 
convinced, that if the main division un- 
der General Whitelocke had been as 
near as I thought it might have been, 
we certainly should have taken the town 
with ease: I had very strong doubts 
whether we might not have taken it with 
General Gowers corps. In answer to the 
message I had so sent by Capt. Squires, 
I received a second and peremptory 
order to fall back to the Coral, the Ge- 
neral stating at the same time, that our 
wounded (which did not exceed above 
six officers and thirty men) might be 
cut off by the straggling, parties of the 
enemy which had been hovering about 
us. Just at the time I began to retire, I 
discovered that General Lumley's bri- 
gade had arrived immediately on my 
fight. We left the grenadier company 
of the 36th, and three companies of the 
brigade on the ground. During the 
greater part of the 3d July, there was 
tome firing between our pickets and the 
enemy ; and I think it was about three 
o'clock General Whitelocke came up 
with that part of the army which he con- 
ducted in person. Early on the morn- 
ing of the 3d, General Cower sent Bri- 
gade-major Roche with a flag of truce 
into the town, with a verbal summons, as 
the Major-general informed me; and 
the Brigade-major returned in conse- 
quence, as I understood, of a desire ex* 
pressed by General Laniers, that what- 
ever the Major-general had to propose 
might be done in writing. Brigade- 
major Roche was accordingly sent back 
with a letter, containing a proposal of 
certain terms, which the Major-general 
shewed to me before he sent it. He did 
not ask my opinion as to the contents of 
it, nor did Iknow that it was written 
from any particular instructions from* 
General Whitelocke; but I understood 
that he had received instructions to 
summon the town. The only observa- 
tion I took the liberty of making on the 
letter was, that as General Diners was 
accused of breaking the convention with 
General Beresford, it did appeir to 
life to be material, in making any such 



proposals to him, to say something which 
might remove any apprehensions which 
he might entertain with respect to the 
manner in which he might be treated by 
us if he should fall into our handk When 
Major Roche retired, General Gower 
informed me, that General liniers' 
answer was expressive of a determi- 
nation to defend the town. All this 
occurred at noon before General White- 
locke came up. Early in the morn- 
ing of the 4th, in obedience to or- 
ders I had received, I went to General 
Whitelocke's quarters,for the purpose of 
taking his instructions with respect to the 
attack on the town, which he bad then 
determined to make at noon that day. 
After I had read the disposition, General 
Whitelocke took me aside, and said, 
that he felt so much reluctance in adopt- 
ing a measure which must be attended 
with so great an effusion of blood, that 
be had determined to send another 
summons to the Spanish General. He 
shewed me a letter, and certainly upon 
that occasion he did ask my opinion of 
the propriety of sending it I told him, 
that m my opinion he had better not send 
it ; that the determination expressed in 
the answer to the first summons, and the 
whole of the enemy's conduct since, in- 
duced me to believe, that the letter 
would produce no good effect, and that 
they would rather consider it as betray- 
ing a want of competence on our part 
This was the exact substance of our con- 
versation, which terminated with the 
General's expressing a determination to 
send Captain Whittingham with the 
letter. The disposition was afterwards 
read and explained on the plan, to com- 
manding officers of brigades. There 
were no persons in the room but the 
Lieutenant-general, the Major-gene- 
ral, the Brigadiers, and Colonel Pack, 
who was well acquainted with the town. 
The order, as I before stated, was for an 
attack to be made at 12 o'clock that day, 
and the time at which the conversation 
I am about to relate took place was, I 
believe, about half past ten o'clock. I 
did not understand from any thing that 
passed, that either myself or the other 
Brigadiers were called there to give their 
opinion upon the propriety of the dispo- 
sition, but for tSe purpose of being made 
acquainted with the detail of ft* Sir 
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Samuel Auchmuty and Colonel Pack Q. What information did you receive 

euggested, that a little before day-break during the march ? 

on the following morning would be a A. I received information, I think; 

better time' than noon on that day for from Mr. Duval, whom I found in hit 

advancing into the town ; and after some housenear Barragon, and whom 1 brought 

consultation, the Commander in Chief with me as a guide. He stated, that 

determined to defer the attack to the when he left the town of Buenos Ayres, 

morning of the 5th. While we were in a few days before, the enemy had a corps 

this room, a Mr. White, who had resided and some batteries on the heights of 

a considerable time at Buenos Ayres, Reduction, but that nothing had been 

gave us some information, which we af- done, except constructing a battery for 

terwards found' to be perfectly correct, the purpose of commanding the road 

respecting the dispositions and defensive by which General Beresford.had passed 

arrangements which the enemy had the swamp the year before. I had also 

made in the town since the evening of heard, and from the conversation I had 

the 2d. A part of the order of attack with General Whitelocke on the 4th 

was, that the columns were to be provid- July, it was believed, that the enemy 

ed with took and implements for break* had constructed considerable batteries 

ing open bouses ; but I really believe it for the defence of the river in the 

was impossible for this order to be obey* neighbourhood of the bridge on the 

ed to any extent, for the tools could heights of Barragon ; but whether the 

not be procured in a sufficient quantity. Chico-pass was defended in a simi- 

The firing at the pickets continued for Jar manner, we were not able to ascer- 

tbe greater part of the day ; and during tain till we approached it. With respect 

one part of the day a disposition was to the reconnoitring parties; I heard of 

made, under the idea, that by withdraw* none, except the advance guard and the 

ing the pickets, or allowing them to flanking parties of my own brigade. In 

retire before the enemy, he might be answer to the question, why the pass of 

tempted to follow far enough to give us the bridge was not attempted, 1 can only 

an opportunity of engaging him out of state my own opinion, and that of the 

the town. But this did not succeed, other officers with whom I conversed on 

I placed small pickets of the infantry at the subject. I cannot say what the opi- 

the head of my brigade for the advance nion of the Commander of the force* 

on the next day. The first information might have been, but certainly our op}* 

I received, as to the means and position nion was, that the pass of the river, on 

of the enemy, I found to be false, for it which all intelligence agreed that the 

was said that they were entrenched on enemy had a strong position, would not 

the river. have been judicious, when by an easy 

Adjourned until to-morrow. march it appeared possible to turn his 

flank by passing the river higher up. In 

— — * answer to the question, what was the 

state of the advance corps previous to, 

EIGHTH DAY. ™ d ***** **«*, with reference to 

the probable event of the corps being 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6. *?****.' J T "ty *«*. from *»*- 

' say. I do not know what General 

The Court having met pursuant toad- \\ hitelocke's opinion may be, but if the 

journment, Brigadier-Generul Crau- division halted during tne afternoon in 

furd was again called, and proceeded the station described to me by Lieut- 

in his narrative. Colonel Bourke, it is quite clear, that 

no co-operation could have taken place 
A. I yesterday stated that all the that evening; and we could not have 
houses, except one, were deserted > I derived any support from it. With re- 
mean to say, after leaving the village of spect to what measures were taken for 
Barragon, in which, when we landed, insuring the success of the attack on the 
there were seyeral inhabitants who did 3d, whether by bringing up artillery, 
not at all appear shy of us. and reconnoitring the approaches of the 



44 



?&IAL OF UEUTEKANT-CENERAL WHITJtLOCKE. 



town, I heard, that an order had been 
sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Mabon, then 
at Reduction, with a considerable part 
of the field artillery, to advance towards 
the bridge, at the time that the rest of 
the army should attack the town. With 
respect to reconnoitring the approaches 
to the town, I believe every thing was 
done by the staff officers that could have 
been done oiv the right, but as to the left 
I cannot speak. 

Q. Was there any order given by 
General Whitelocke for reconnoitring 
the town ? 

A. To the best of my recollection, we 
were ordered at the time the plan was 
delivered to the officers, to make ourr 
selves acquainted with the points of 
attack, As to what knowledge was ob- 
tained from the prisoners of tne designs 
of the enemy, and his plan for the de- 
fence of the town, I do not recollect. 
• We received no intelligence from the 
prisoners on the day of the 2d ; nor do I 
think they could have given us any, as 
the position of the enemy, on account of 
the operations of the 2d, was entirely 
changed'; but on the 4th July, Mr. 
White told me, and several other offi- 
cers in General Whitelocke's room, that 
he was informed by people who had lately 
left the town, that the enemy had strongly 
entrenched themselves, and placed heavy 
cannon in all the streets leading into the 
great square, where he had concentered 
the principal part of his force. The 
position we afterwards found had been 
correctly described: the disposition of 
the enemy, and the position he had 
taken, after I was taken prisoner, turned 
out to be just as Mr. White had describ- 
ed it on the 4th. I yesterday stated, 
and I am now convinced, that if the main 
body of the army had been in a situa- 
tion to support the advance corps on the 
2d, the town would have been carried 
with ease. I thought so at the time, 
because during the greater part of the 
. march on the 2d, we had seen in the 
field what I conceived to be the bulk of 
the enemy's forces in motion. By our 
movement, and what we observed of 
theirs, it was evident, that we had turn- 
. ed their original position, and that they 
were engaged in attempting to change 
their front, and take up a new position 



on that side the town ; and there • cer- 
tainly therefore was every reason to be- 
lieve, that we had defeated a consider- 
able division of their army : during this 
movement they were not prepared for 
the defence of the interior of the town 
on that side. I was afterwards informed 
by a Spanish officer, that we should have 
been in the town before the greater part 
of their army. In answer to the ques- 
tion, whether the troops of the advance 
corps were selected for this purpose 
from the best troops, with the exception 
of the 36th arid 88th regiments, who, 
though excellent corps, had been eight 
or nine months embarked ; the detach* 
ment of the 7 1st light infantry, and the 
rifle corps, were of that description best 
calculated for that service. The former 
regiments certainly did not appear to be 
so fit to form a part of the advanced 
corps, as the 38th, '40th, and 87th, who 
had been long in the country. I yester- 
day, in my evidence, positively stated, 
that neither myself, nor any of the Briga- 
diers, were consulted on the plan of 
attack: I never gave my opinion, I 
never expressed my opinion ; my opi- 
nion never was asked, and I should have 
thought it presumptuous in me to offer it. 

Q. Were there any, and what local 
impediments on the march from the 
heights above Barragon to the Chuelo, 
to have prevented the arniy arriving at a 
short distance from that river on the se- 
cond day after its departure from the 
heights? 

A. If the* army had not quitted the 
heights of Barragon before the artillery 
had crossed the great morass, and if 
the troops had. been in the habit of 
marching, I think that the army might 
without difficulty have reached the posi- 
tion in front of Reduction in the second 
march : but considering ail the circum- 
stances that existed at the time, I did not 
think the army could have been conve- 
niently established in the position of Re- 
duction before the Evening of the 1st. 
Indeed, I have no reason to believe, that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mahon, with his 
corps of artillery, could have come up 
sooner than the 2d. 

Q. You have stated in your evidence, 
that you had a conversation with Gene* 
ral Whitelocke on the 1st, state whatever 



TRIAL OF LIEUTENANT-GENERAL WHITELOCKfc. 



41 



you remember of that conversation, so 
tar as applies to the subject of these 
charges ? 

A. While the troops were halting, 
General Whitelocke took me aside, and 
the substance of what he said to me was, 
that he had thought of detaching a part 
of the army to make a considerable de- 
tour towards the higher part of the Chu- 
elo, in order to turn the position in 
which he understood the enemy had en- 
trenched himself on that river, whilst the 
rest of the army should advance against 
that position, and that General Gower 
agreed with him that it was an adviseable 
operation. The Commander of the 
forces asked my opinion, and 1 told him, 
that considering the smallness of the army 
which he commanded, it did not appear 
to me to be adviseable to make any con- 
siderable division of the corps at so con- 
siderable a distance from each other. I 
think he ended the conversation with 
saying, « Well, I think you are right." 
Q. Was it known at the time that 
there were more passes than one above 
the bridge overthe Chuelo ? 

A. The information I had received at 
that time was very vague. I had heard 
that the course of the river was so short 
we might head it altogether. On the 
2d, this was contradicted by an Indian 
servant of the proprietor of the house in 
which I passed the night of the first, and 
who I took with me as a guide on the 
second. 

Q. You stated that in the course 
of the march, Major-General Gower 
shewed you a letter from General White- 
locke to him, in which he was desired to 
cross the river and establish himself near 
the town. Did or did j\ot that letter 
contain an order to march, or was it 
merely an authority to General Gower to 
act according to his own discretion ? 

A. From my recollection of the con- 
tents of that letter, as well as of all that 
passed between me and General Gower 
on that day, I do believe the letter was 
so worded, as to leave it with the Major- 
General to act according to his own 
judgment ; at the same time I must re- 
peat, that I do not recollect the precise 
terms of the letter. • This, however, I 
can state positively, that his conduct was 
that of aq officer who had not received a 
peremptory order* 



Q. Is the Court to understand, that. 
General Craufurd does not understand 
the terms of the letter: that he does' 
remember the substance of the letter ; 
and that the whole of the substance is 
what he has stated in his evidence ? 

A. I am not sure whether the letter 
contained any authority to summon the 
town ; I have since heard that it did : I 
saw it only once, and that at a moment 
when my mind was wholly occupied by 
the operations then going on. There 
might have been other parts of the let- 
ter which I do not remember; the words 
of the letter did authorise General Gow- 
er to establish himself in the vicinity of 
the suburbs of the town. 

General Whitelocke declined putting 
any questions to the witness for the pre- 
sent. 

Examined by the Court. 

Q. Having stated that there were no 
camp kettles with the expedition, were 
there any means provided, or was there 
any possibility of providing, either by 
horses or mules, or otherwise, to carry 
them ? 

A. When we landed at Barragon, I 
saw a considerable number of horses ; 
but whether they were sufficient for con- 
veying the kettles, or what proportion of 
them were allotted to carry the packs, I 
had no opportunity to ascertain. Gene- 
ral Whitelocke appeared to think, that 
every thing should be subservient to 
that of gaining time, being apprehensive 
of the heavy rains setting in. 

Q. DoVou know the part of the army 
General Whitelocke allotted for his sta- 
tion during the attack on the town on the 
5th July ? 

A. I had some conversation with Ge- 
neral Gower on the subject late in the 
evening of the 4th, from the conclusion 
of which I understood it to be settled, 
that he should recommend it to the 
Commander in Chief to take his station, 
at the commencement of the action in 
the morning, a little in the front of the 
ground, on which the right of my brigade 
was then stationed. 

Q. Had General Whitelocke allotted 
any station or place for the rendezvous 
of the troops, in the event of the attack 
being unsuccessful ? 

A. I never heard of any. 
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* Q. Wat it ever communicated to you 
where General Whitelocke and General 
Gower were to be found on the day of the 
attack in case of need ? 

A. General Gower informed me, that 
lie should recommend it to the Com- 
mander in Chief to take his station as I 
bare already described it. He also, in 
answer to a question I put to him re- 
specting bis own station, said, that Ge- 
neral Whitelocke had ordered him to be 
with himself; but I do not recollect that 
tbe station was ever made known to me. 

Q. in the distribution for the attack 
on the 5th, was any station allotted for 
the Commander of the farces, and the 
second in command ? 

A. To the best of my recollection, on 
the written disposition of the order there 
was none: no such was given out in 
the general orders. In consequence of 
the conversation I had with General 
Gower, he said, he had advised the 
Commander of the forces to be at White's 
house. I said I thought that an unbe- 
coming station. 

Q. Was any general order given at 
any time in public, as to where the Ge- 
neral was to be found on that day ? 
- A. I do not recollect that there was. 

Q. What proportion did that body of 
the Spanish army which you defeated on 
the 2d July bear to the main body ? 

A* I saw so little of the Spanish army, 
I cannot say exactly. I suppose there 
might have been two thousand men en* 
gaged. 

Q. Had the enemy been entrenched 
as had been reported, and that General 
Gower had attacked them with effect on 
the morning of the 2d, by coming in the 
rear of their entrenchments, -could that 
have opened a passage for the men in 
bringing up the artillery ? 

A. I have already stated, that in cross- 
ing over the Chico-pass, I observed, 
what appeared tome a considerable part 
of the enemy's army, moving from their 
former position in the vicinity of the 
bridge, with the intention of taking a 
new one on the heights higher up the 
river. The operation which took place 
afterwards, -appeared to me to be the 
poly one which, under these circum- 
stances, we could make v with propriety. 

Q. Did General Gower express any 



displeasure at the letter he received from 
General Whitelocke on the morning of 
the 2d ? 

A. Quite the contrary. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 



NINTH DAY. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY S. 

The Court having met, pursuant to ad* 
journment, firig. -General Craufard 
was again called and further examined; 

Q. What was the state of the weather 
during the march, and towards the end 
of July? 

A. In the evening of the 1st, it ap. 
peared very much as if the rain was 
about to set in : and, to the best of my 
recollection, Colonel Pack mentioned to 
me, that from the appearance of the 
weather, as well as his recollection 
served as to what had passed about the 
same time the year before, it was most 
likely the rainy season had then set in. 
On the evening of the 2d it rained very 
hard, but I do not remember the state 
of the weather afterwards. 

Brigadier-General the Honble. WHUam 
Lumley sworn and examined. 

Q. Were you the senior officer of 
cavalry employed upon the expedition 
against Buenos Ay res? 

A. I was. 

[Here a paper to direct the witness t# 
the principal points to which he was to 
confine his evidence was put into Ml 
hands.] 

General Lumley, previous to giving 
his testimony, intimated to the Court, 
that he should in the course of his evi- 
dence be under the necessity of more 
frequently using the name of Major- 
General Gower, than that of Lieutenant* 
General Whitelocke, as he had received 
the most of his orders from the former. 
He also begged leave to state to the 
Court, that he had received in the course 
of the service, through the Maj.-Genera), 
a variety of orders which did not imme- 
diately relate to the cavalry department 
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Judge Adhocate. — No orders can be them out a certain number of hours 

given in evidence, except such as the the open plain. There being no dry 

Court are compelled to consider as com- food, except a sort of sour grass cut 

ing from Lieutenant-General White- down, called potto; all .the Indian 

focke. It is, therefore, material for the corn of the conntry had also been just 

Court to consider how far such orders a9 cut down. Every exertion was made to 

may be disclosed in the evidence, goes get as much of this as could be procured* 

to affect Lieutenant-General White- previous to the arrival of the Lieutenant* 

locke. The question is, not what or- general. Having stated this to the Ma* 

ders he received from General Gower, jor-general, he said, we should make 

but what orders were issued by General every exertion to procure corn and 

Whitelocke. horses. 1 remained at Monte Video 

General Lumley.— lam soldier enough till the 20th May, and ou the 1 9th of 

to know that aH orders flow from the 19th General Gower found fault that I 

Commander in Chief. was not gone up the country. I toW 

Q. Proceed to state the operations of him I had previous arrangements to 

the army, and the orders issued by Lieu- make with the people at Monte Video 

tenant-General Whitelocke, from the before I proceeded up the country. On 

time of his taking the command of the the 20th I set out and proceeded to a 

forces employed against Buenos Ayres, small village called Lae Rtdras, on the 

to the close of the night of the 4th July, Camelo. During the few days I was up 

previous- to the attack on the 5th ? the country, I communicated with liett- 

A. On the 10th May, Lieutenant- tenant-colonel Torrens, the military se> 

General Whitelocke, and Major-Gene- cretary, whom I conceived to be the 

rat Gower, landed at Monte Video. As proper person for continuing the corre* 

toon as I heard of their arrival I paid my spondence. On my arrival at the Came* 

respects- to them. On the 1 1th, an or- to, I found the large ri?ers I had to pass 

der was issued with respect to Generaf over extremely swollen, even more so 

Gower being appointed to the executive than usual at that season. Thtr light 

duties and localities of the situation, and troops of the country had previousry 

on the following morning General Gower cleared away great numbers of horses, 

called me aside in the square of the go- and prevented the people from bringiutf 

retnment house, and asked for informs- down others. They also mtercepte* 

tion respecting the posts up the country, and prevented my messengers complete 

and the number of troops stationed at mg my orders. I could not proceed 

each. I gave the information that he wish- without considerable difficulty, and * 

ed,! telling him that I had been to the ex- reinforcement to assist me to cross the 

tent of about seventy miles up the coun- rivers great and little — St. Lucia and the 



try. In consequence of a conversation St. Josephe. I consequently wrote to 

on the 15th, the Major-General desired head quarters on the 23d, and received 

that I would go up the country to purchase a reinforcement on the 24th, with a cau* 

horses, saying, that it would be a rea- tion not to encounter any risk which 

dier way than proceeding in the usual should oblige me to engage the enemy. 

manner by calling upon the cabildoes" I was consequently prevented • from 

(magistrates). I stated to him, that four crossing the rivers which were now only 

dollars was the price given by the Spa- passable by ferries — a conveyance very 

aish government, but I supposed the scarce. I was therefore obliged to be 

price might have been raised, and I contented with what I could procure in 

thought I could get very good horses the neighbourhood of Camelo. Having 

for six dollars each. The horses them- collected above one hundred horses, be- 

selves are extremely clever, and as good sides some few I had left to replace those 

as any I ever saw, and I thought the that were now down at Camelo, I wrote 

cavalry might be as well mounted there for permission to return to Monte Video 

as any where,except in this country. But as I thought I could be of ne more, use 

the total want of dry food rendered them where I was. I returned in consequence 

useless in a very few days ; the usual of a letter on the 29th, to Monte Video, 

way of managing them being to turn leaving directions with Lieutenant-colo* 
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nel Lloyd, to pfocure as many horses in 
that neighbourhood as he was able ; and 
on that evening, I paid my respects to 
the Lieutenant-general, and the next 
morning to the Major-general, who found 
great fault with me for fixing at so high 
a rate, by which I had lost tlie opportu- 
nity of getting more horses. I assured 
' him that was not the case ; for as I raised 
my price, the people raised theirs, which 
I happened soon afterwards to have an 
opportunity of proving to him. I then 
proposed to him a plan to apply to the 
cabildoes (magistrates) to collect horses 
. in the way they had always been accus- 
tomed to do for the King of Spain. On 
the 1st June an order was issued to that 
effect, and on the 4th or 5th we obtained 
about five hundred horses, of which some 
were immediately chosen to complete 
the artillery, in the first instance, to the 
number that were ordered to embark. 
The cavalry were also completed to 160, 
and several more still remained; which 
were turned over to the care of the stew- 
ard of the King's grounds. Some others 
were given in charge to the 9th dra- 
goons ; and finding afterwards that therev 
was room for a few more, they were ac- 
cordingly embarked. During this pe- 
riod the mounted dragoons had come 
down from the outposts under Colonel 
Lloyd, and embarked on the 2d and 3d. 
With respect to the food, I was told by 
General Gower that the Commissary- 
general would take care of it. I had by 
an order of the 18th May, to give direc- 
tions respecting feeding the cavalry, 
having' previously stated the quantity of 
Indian corn I thought necessary. On 
the 3d June, a general order was issued 




stores of the 9th and 17th light dragoons, 
which were under the walls of the town, 
and insisted that all these stores should 
be removed. I pointed out to him, 
that there were a quantity of supernu- 
merary cavalry appointments, which at 
that distance from England were ex- 
tremely valuable. He said he did not 
care ; that the stores must be entirely 
cleared, and not only that, but every 
dragoon himself must be lightened. I 
of course remonstrated very strongly 
with him, but he persevered. I after- 



wards had a conversation with Colonels 
Lloyd and Mahon, who stated to me, 
that it would be the total ruin and des- 
truction of the regiment, as if any of the 
men lost any thing, there would fye no 
means of replacing it, and if the 5th dra- 
goons came from England, they would 
come without saddles or other appoint- 
ments. I had previously expressed the 
same opinion to General Gower, and 
stated, that many of the officers were 
personally responsible to the regiment 
for these stores which he had ordered to 
be destroyed. The next morning I 
waited on him, and again remonstrated 
with him, as I thought it my duty so to 
do. I began by stating to him my fur- 
ther objections, and what a destruction 
it would be to the cavalry : the common 
wear and tear, and the winter coining 
on, the wildness of the horses, ana the 
impossibility of procuring a supply from 
England in any reasonable time, I urged 
as reasons against such a measure. The 
Major-general was exceedingly, warm 
and said, " We are then at issue.'* I 
told him we were by no means at issue; 
and that I was too old a soldier to dis-> 
obey a peremptory order, but I thought 
it was my duty to oiler a formal remon- 
strance. I ventured to say, that it was 
contrary to tire King's regulations. The 
Major-general* replied, that he did not % 
care for the Kings regulations; they 
could have no effect in that country, and 
we were come there to establish a new 
sera. 

. Here the Judge Advocate objected to 
this part of the evidence as being inad- 
missible. — Brigadier-general Lumley 
however proceeded. 

The ofhcers demanded of me written 
orders which I had not. On the 5th, 
General Gower having been in conver- 
sation with General Wnttelocke for some 
short time, the latter called me, and M 
the course of conversation confirmed the 
opinion of General Gower, and directed 
that the order should be put into execu- 
tion ; observing, that he could not have 
such a quantity of baggage following the 
army about the country ; nor was it 
possible for him to turn store-keeper, 
and take charge of the stores. In con- 
sequence of this I found the order must 
be obeyed, and I accordingly applied 
for a written order as the commanding 



TRIAL OP LIEUTENANT-GENERAL WHtTELOCKE, * 4# 

bfHcers wished for such" an authority, the middle : it was muddy and difficult 

He referred me to the written instruc- to ride through. After marching about 

tions *f the 3d, I consequently gave or- eight or nine miles, we arrived at the 

ders to the commanding officers of the heights, where General Gower was 

two corps, and the following morning I posted the night before. The 36th and 

reported to Gen. Gower, that the whole 83th were then ordered to proceed with 




destroy 

soon as Colonel Lloyd could disembark locke and General Gower, 1 was ordered 
sufficient men to clear the stores. On to proceed with that part of my brigade, 
the ilth June, a board was ordered to and put myself under the orders of the 
fee assembled to investigate what bag- Major-general. Soon after we had 
gagt should be kept, but this board moved on, it appeared to me likely, be- 
liever assembled. Three weeks corri ing far separated from the shipping, tliat 
was ordered to be put on board. The our communication for provisions might 
dragoon ami artillery officers were first be. cut off, and I proposed to the Major- 
embarked, and the dismounted dragoons general to allow me to return to the 
were ordered to take all their horse ap- 17th diagoons, and bring up four or five 
pointments with them. After the arrival Piones, (cattle catchers) who were at- 
of General Craufurd, the brigades were tached to that regiment, and, as I stated, 
arranged, from which time the cavalry must be of material use in procuring cat- 
brigade was discontinued. I asked per- tie. To this General Gower consented, 
mission to send to the Commanding On the 3d, the troops in advance under 
Officer at Colonia, who probably would Major-general Gower had been ordered 
be allowed to embark some horses there; to fall back, and the pickets to withdraw, 
and Lieutenant-colonel Bourke promised in hopes of bringing the Spanish troops 
some hones should be embarked there, from their fortresses, and draw them 
On the 18th, the brigades were finally into action if possible. General Aucli- 
arranged, and I had nothing more to do muty being ordered to occupy the 
with the mounted dragoons. After that ground on my left, as his column was 
they never were in the front of the divi- passing by the front of my brigade, some 
sion with which I marched, except about of the enemy's horsemen fired on him. 
twelve as an escort, or for orderlies to Before the evening closed, we were or- 
General Gower, and one or two with dered to occupy a house about three 
General Craufurd and myself. I receiv- quarters of a mile in front of their posi- 
ed an order to put the spirits into the tion, and we were directed to apply for 
smallest casks that could he found, for biscuit at a house well known as Mr. 
its better conveyance on shore. On the • White's house. At the close of the 
27th June, the regiments were all ready evening, the firing ceased, nothing fur- 
for landing; and on the 28th, the land- ther occurred, and each brigade drew 
ing took, place about a mile and a half out its own pickets. On the morning of 
from the village of Barragon. The the 4th, the troops were again under 
troops were ordered to cook, and to arms by day -break, when Captain Max- 
land with three days provisions, and well came to me from the General, with 
pork ready dressed. In the evening, I orders to repair to head quarters at 
was directed to advance my brigade to White's house as soon as I could. Com- 
the outermost point of the village, and manding officers of corps were also sum- 
put up in the houses as well as the place moued to attend. I went down accord- 
Would allow. The ground was low and ingly, and after waiting .some time for 
swampy, and consequently we had Sir bamuel Auchmuty, who had not ur-. 
as few outposts and pickets as possible, rived, the Lieutenant-general began to 
We were ordered to march at about explain his intentions with respect to 
nine o'clock, my brigade leading the co- the assault on the town that day at 
lumn. W,e walked through swampy twelve o'clock. Stating the bad weather, 
ground, till we came to an extremely the probability of worse, the state of the 
Seep marsh, which took the men up to troops exposed to an inclement season, 
. II 
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and in great want of provisions, induced 
him to think of assaulting the town, in 
preference to any other mode, the Spa- 
nish General having refused to listen to 
terms; for further particulars and detail, 
he referred us to General Gower, who 
then proceeded to point out in the map* 
his plan of attack ; and as many as could 
sat down to copy it. I ventured to ask 
what was to be done in case we met with 
greater opposition than we had reason 
to expect, or could well oppose. I was 
told that was particularly answered by 
the orders ; we were to place ourselves 
as far in advance as we could, taking 
care to possess ourselves of the houses 
on our left, in preference to those on our 
right, lest we should be exposed to 
the fire of our own guns. Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty arrived, and in consequence 
of his being so late, a discussion took 
place, whether it was possible the attack 
could be made at twelve o'clock that 
day. It was soon decided that it should 
not take place until the next morning. 
Before we left head quarters, General 
Whitelocke desired me to send for my 
Brigade-major, in order that he might 
go again into the town with a summons, 
TO hopes of saving an effusion of blood, 
which must be expected when the as- 
, sault took place. I returned to my 
brigade, which was still under arms, 'and 
learned that the firing had been brisk at 
. the out-posts and the pickets, who were 
soon after ordered to be withdrawn, and 
•ccupy the same ground they did the 
day before; and Major Vandeleur, with 
the 88th, was ordered to the advance 
post to relieve the light troops, who were 
completely exhausted. After some fur- 
ther arrangements, 1 saw no more of Ge- 
ral Whitelocke during that day. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Bradford, the deputy 
Adjutant-general, soon after came up 
to me and said that my brigade should 
soon be relieved, but that relief did 
not arrive until nine o'clock at night, 
and I believe it was twelve o'clock be- 
fore they were entirely relieved. I im- 
mediately went to make my report to 
General Gower, who was with General 
Craufurd at White's house ; the brigade 
was then ordered to retire to their for- 
mer cantonments, and I procured tor 
them some wine, and a little biscuit. 
Adjourned until to morrow. 



TENTH DAY. 

TUESDAY, 9th FEBRUARY. 

The Court being met, pursuant to ad* 
journment, Brigadier-general the ho- 
nourable William Lumlcy, was again 
Called and further examined. 

His evidence of the preceding day 
being read over, the General observed : 

" In one part of my evidence I have 
mentioned a conversation between Ma- 
jor-general Gower and myself, in 
which he said he did not care for- 'the 
King's regulations ; as this was a very 
strong expression, I should beg the in- 
dulgence of the Court to state all that 
passed upon that occasion. 

Judge Advocate. — " Most certainly, if 
we are to take a part of this conversa- 
tion, we should have the whole : but I do 
not see how it can in any way bear upon 
the charges against General Whitelocke."- 

Brigadier -general Lumlcy proceeded. 

u General Gower said that no army 
was fit to march which carried so much 
baggage. That the English dragoons 
were always too heavy laden, and parti- 
cularly in that country, where they had 
to act against such an enemy, and in this 
way was the expression before alluded to 
introduced. I think it therefore material 
to my evidence, to have this upon the 
minutes' of the Court. I thought it but. 
justice to myself, and I felt it my duty 
to give a detail of this transaction as pre- 
cisely as I could, without regard to any 
particular person. Had \ been asked a 
direct question, I should have given a 
short answer." 

Judge Advocate. — " I do not see how 
this conversation can in any way affect 
General Whitelocke, but I can have no 
objection to its being receivedj if the 
Court wish it, and General Whitelockt 
does not object. 

Sir John Moore. — " This is a conver- 
sation between General Gower and Ge- 
neral Lumley. It can have no "effect 
upon the judgment of this Court, nor 
does it bear at all upon the charges 
against General Whitelocke, and in my 
opinion it is indecent and improper W 



TRIAL OF LIIUTENANT-GENERAL WHITELOCKI. 51 

remain 5P the minutes of the proceed- the Chuelo by the Pasto Cbico, but 

ings. There are many meinbere of the found it impossible : the number of the 

Court at this ride of the table, who, as horse of the enemy annoyed our march 

well as myself, would wish it to be very much, and wounded one man. In 

erased. Any thing *Jiat 'General Gower the evening we procured a store of 

said about the King's regulations, is be- sheep, but were still without bread or 

twjeen the King and General Gower ; spirits. 

not between this Court imd General Here a member of the Court objected 

W 7 hitelocke. ,, to going further into this kind of evidence, 

Judge Advocate. — " I can have no as irrelevant to the charges against Ge* 

objection whatever to have this erased neral Whitelocke. 

from the minutes, if the Court wish it, Judge Advocate. — " I should certainly 

and if General Whitelocke does not feel decline going into this minutia of evi- 

it important to his case that it should re- dence, but I must beg leave to remind 

main." the Court, that ' this is not the case of 

General Whitelocke signified his as- au officer on his trial by Court Martial 

sent, and that part of the evidence was for any particular fact alledged against 

accordingly ordered to be struck out. him ; but it is the first trial by Court 

Judge Advocate. — " General Lumley Martial that has ever been established 

will proceed to state the operations of to inquire into the conduct of a General 

the army upon the inarch, after he re- officer, having the chief command of an 

ceived the order to proceed with General expedition against a foreign province.* w 

Gower* on the 29th. General Lumley. " On the morning 

General Lumle?/. — " On receiving the of the 2d, I received orders from General 
order, 1 proceeded with General Gower Gower to be on readiness to march, and 
apd the light brigade, which occupied a we did so before nine o'clock. I think 
height about six miles in front of the first by this time we had consumed all the 
height, where we had left the Lieutenant- provisions. The Major-general deli- 
general. The 36th and the 88th occu- vered the direction of the march into my 
pied houses in the rear. That night the hands, and said if any thing happened to 
Piones whom I brought up with me, him, I should take the direction of the 
caught some cattle for the brigade, who brigade. The object to be obtained, 
" >y that time had cousumed their three was the passage of the Chuelo, which 
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ys provisions. A very small quantity was said to be occupied by the enemy 

of spirits had been brought up, not so with* masked batteries. The 87th was 

much as half a day's allowance for each ordered to join me in the march, and 

man. On the 30th, we proceeded from General Gower requested that com- 

the heights, the light brigade still two or manding officers would take particular 

three miles in our front. We marched care to permit as little firing as possible. 

about eight miles on that day. Having The day before, a considerable number 

passed a small river, we occupied three' of the 88th and 36th fell back extremely 

positions at farm-houses, within about exhausted, and on the morning of the 2d, 

half a mile of each other. On that night my brigade also appeared extremely ex- 

the Piones again procured some bullocks hausted very soon after the march com- 

Tor the brigade, but we had neither bread menced: I proceeded in the track I 

jior spirits. On the morning of the Jst, supposed the light brigade to be in : I 

1 sent the Piones again for provisions, heard a firing, and my Brigade-major 

but we had not time to cook them before represented to me that I should lose half 

we marched. The whole were without my brigade, but I thought 1 should push 

spirits this day. I passed Reduction on, and I bore to my left. 1 was in the 

about nine o'clock, when the column dark for near two hours, completely lost 

under Brigadier-general Sir Samuel The men this day had nothing either to 

Auchmuty appeared in sight. I was eat or drink, except part of the mutton 

ordered to take a position about three some of them might have preserved from 

miles in front of the heights of the vil- the night before. We were marching 

lage of Reduction. General Gower told from nine in the morning till nine at 

pie that day, that he intended to pass night. The men lay on the ground all 
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night, and their clothes never dry. On made to increase and rendp. f effective • " 

the 3d in the morning, .the troops were the cavalry, during my s^y a t Monte 

aga'm under arms." Video ? 

Q. You have stated that the dis- A. With respect to procuring- the ' 

mounted cavalry were ordered to take horses, it certainly was. With respect 

their ■ appointments with them. What to procuring coin for them, I also believe 

were these appointments ? it so. 

A. Their oridles, saddles, and every Q. Ilarl your brigade any longer dis- 

thing belonging to horse appointments. tance to march than the other brigades, 

<J. What quantity of cavalry stores exc»;-pt on the 2d ; and did not the main 

were made away with in consequence of body of the army march a greater dis- 

the order yoM have spoken of? tauce on the 1st? 

A. They were all those belonging to A. Thatis a question I cannot answer, 

the men who were not fit for duty, or for I didjnot know where the main divi? 

likely to be so, and some of them out of sion was on the night of the 30th. 
repair. I gave the order, and I saw the 

stores cleared. Some of them I saw Examined by tlie Court. 

thrown into the streets, and some were ' •. 

sold to the inhabitants. Q. Did you see or otherwise know 

Q. Was there any reason why that the contents of the letter fromLieutenant-r 

proportion of the cavalry appointments, general Whitelocke, to Major-general 

wilich it* asnot thought Convenient to em- Gower, on the 2d of July ? 

bark with the expedition might not have A. I never saw any such letter, nor do 

been left in the stores at Monte Video ? I know the contents of it, except as I ' 

A. I know of no reason whatever. have already stated, that on the 3d he 

- Q. Were the regiments composing said he had authority from the Lieute^ 

your brigade, which you stated to have nant-general to proceed, 

been confined on board transports so Q. Did the men of your brigade land 

many months, in equally fjood condition with blankets and great-coats, and did 

for marching, as the regiments wliich they bring both these articles with them 

bad been longer in the country ? into the suburbs of Buenos Ayres? 

A. In-my opinion certainly not, with A. They did land with them, but from' 

the exception of the 17th light dragoons, the 1st of the month on the march to? 

. Q. Was the station in which Qeneral wards Reduction, before we arrived at 
Wjjitelocke was to be found during the that place, the men were ordered to 
attack on the 5th July, notified to the throw away their blankets and great- 
General and other officers commanding coats, much about the time that General 
divisions ? Gower told me that he intended to cross, 

A. Not to my recollection that I have the Chuelo that night, 

overheard of. Q. Did the men of your brigade (all 

Q. Was the place of retreat in case of back, or appear exhausted during the 

failure, pointea put to the General, or march on the 29th and 30th of June? 

Other officers commanding divisions ? A. Certainly not on the 29th ; the 30th 

A. I never heard of any such place was a^hort march, 

fceing appointed. . Q. What was the strength of the or? 

' i Q. Do you know the effective strength valry regiments per troop, that landed at 

yfthe 36th and 88th regiments, compos? the Ensinada > 

ing your brigade, on the morning of the A. The whole eight troops amounted 
march into the town? to about 550 rank and file. It Is im- 
..A. The two regiments could not have possible to say exactly, for they were 
exceeded one thousand men. Of those not then under my command, 
that entered the town, the 36th was about Q.' When yoii were ordered to head 
she* hundred, and the 88th between three quarters on the 4th July, to receive Al- 
and four. hundred rank and file, rections for the attack, did you consider 

yourself called upon to give an opinion. 

Cross-examined by General Whitelockt* on the plan proposed,' and did you ex- 
press your approbation of it ? - 

Q. Was not every proper exertioq A* I certainly never considered my« 
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self in any way called upon to give an 
opinion on the plan of attack, except, as 
I before said, as to the time ; nor did I 
ever express my approbation of it 

-Q. How long were the horses on 
board ship, for what period were they 
provisioned, and hi what condition were 
they disembarked ? 

A. Most of them were on board from 
the, 2d and 3d of June till the day of 
disembarkation on the 28th. They 
were provisioned tor three weeks ; but 1 
was afterwards given to understand by 
the Quarter-master-general that the sun- 
ply was increased. With respect to the 
disembarkation I cannot spealt, as they 
were no longer under my command. 

Q. How long were they on board be- 
fore the main body embarked at Monte 
Video? 

A. To that question I cannot speak 
with any certainty, except as to the J 7th 
dragoons. We embarked previous to 
the 8th, part of which day was employed 
in embarking troops and stores. The 
last of the 9tb light dragoons were not 
embarked till the 19th. 

Q. You - have said that it was com- 

getely dark when you joined General 
raufurd's corps on the 2d, and that 
your men were exhausted when they 
came up. Was your brigade, at the 
time of your junction, in a condition to 
support an immediate attack on the 
town, if made by General C raufurd's bri- 
gade, or was there sufficient time for it ? 
A. It is impossible to say what fur- 
ther exertions the spirits of such men 
would have enabled them to make. By 
that time -they were much exhausted. 
What assistance they could have given 
would certainly have been very ineili- 
cient, having been marching ten or 
twelve' hours without any thing to eat. 
If the attack had been made, it must of 
course have been a night attack. 

Lieut. -col. UoydwDorn and examined. 
Q. Did you command the 17th light 
dragoons on the expedition under Lieu- 
tenant-generalWhitelocke againstBuenos 
Ayies? » 

• Av I was nominally appointed to com- 
mand lour troops, consisting of 40 men 
each, mounted, with their proportion of 
officers. At Monte Video I command- 
ed the whole regiment . 
Q. State the effective strength of that 



regiment in men and horses, and the ar- 
ticles of cavalry appointments. 

A. On the 1st of May we had 224 
mounted, the remainder were dismount- 
ed, amounting altogether to about 595 
rank and file, in di liferent cantonments in 
and about Monte Video. 

Q. State the proportion for service as 
to cavalry equipments.' 

A. They were equipt as well as the 
nature of die service would allow : those 
appointments not in use were in the 
stores at Monte Video. 

Q. Were there cavalry appointments 
in store at Monte Video for the whole of 
the regiment? 

A. There were, complete. 

Q. Was any part of the articles of 
equipment made away with at any time ? 

A. There were some which were or- 
dered to he disposed of. 

Here General W hi telockc objected (o 
this evidence, upon the grounds thattlm 
charges were relative to the attack upon 
Buenos Ay res, and not to any previous 
transactions: that this question was 
wholly irrelevant to the subject matter 
under enquiry. 

Judge Advocate. — " This is a point 
that the Court are to decide upon. If it 
appears in their judgment that these 
stores had been improperly made away 
with, it will he for them to consider and 
enquire by whose order they were so 
made away with. It does appear to mc 
that in Lieutenant-general v\ hitelocke's 
making preparations at Monte Video for 
that expedition, this transaction might 
have come under his direction : this evi- 
dence goes to shew that these stores, 
which were provided for the expedition^ 
were disposed of in an improper man- 
ner. This certainly is a question com- 
pletely relevant to the subject matter of 
these charges ; and 1 am at a loss to 
know how this objection can avail, the 
Court having already decided that every 
thing relative to the preparations for that 
expedition should be matter of evidence. 

The Court was then cleared for a short 
time ; and on the business being again 
resumed, it was intimated to General 
AVhitelocke that the objection was over- 
ruled. The question was accordingly 
repeated. 

A. There were some articles of ca- 
valry appointments disposed of by order 
of Brigadier- general Lumley. 
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Q. Call yon state the amount of the. require. The remainder, about thirty 
articles made away with ? mounted, joined at the heights of Barra* 
.4. I cannot state them exactly. There gon, and I believe 1 saw no more of them 
were ten sets of appointments, boots, &c. after. On my coming to Barragon I 
for which there were not men effective, was ordered by General Whitelocke to 
and were such as we could not then remain there for a particular duty, to su> 
want. 1 wished them to be sent to Eng- perintend the getting of provisions for 
land for the Colonel of the regiment, his column that was to march that day. 
They were to go; and 1 selected some The 17th dragoons were ordered to re* 
for that purpose: but from the hurry to main with Lieutenant-Colonel Mahon, 
embark I had not time to dispose of and the 9th to go on with the General, 
them, and an officer was left in charge of in consequence of which I became part 
$ome of them, where they lay in the of Colonel Mahon's brigade. The re- 
street. General Gower, as was report- mahider of the dragoons went forward 
ed to me, desired the officer to leave under Generals Whitelocke and Gower, 
them there, or he would put him under except the thirty men I had with me. 
an arrest. A quantity of cloaks, swords, Ten of thvise were sent forward afterward* 
carbines, &c. were left behind, not being with a dispatch to Reduction, where 
allowed to take them with us. T gave an or- they arrived on the 2d or 3d ? 
der that they should be either sent to Q. On what day did Lieutenant-colq- 
England, or disposed of at Montevideo, nel Mahon's brigade arrive at Reduo* 

Q. Might they not have been left in tion ? 

.the stores at Monte Video? A. I think on the first, but am not 

A I know of no reason why they might positive, 
not have been left there. I believe that 

they were turned out in consequence of Cross-examined by General Whitelocke* 
the order before mentioned, as I under- Q. Was it not from the public store- 
stood that Gen. Whitelocke wished to liave houses that the stores were ordered to be 
every thing disposed of beyond the elf'ec- removed by General Lumley ? 
rive strength of the regiment, and that A. They were in cantonments be- 
there should be no more baggage re- longing to the garrison given to the 17th 
maining with the army than was suffi- dragoons by Sir Samuel Achmuty, for 
cient for the effective force. the purpose of keeping their appoint* 

Q. After quitting Monte Video the mentsin. 

command ot the cavalry fell on you. Q. Were there any return of those 

* .rate the elective strength of your re- stores made at head-quarters, or any ap- 

giment in men and horses, their equip- plication made for indemnity for their 

ments, &c. on the landing at Barragon on loss ? 

the'J8th of June. A. Yes. I myself gave in a return; 

A. I was desired to send a detachment and made such application, 

with the advance under Major-general Adjourned until to-morrow. 
Gower. The regiment consisted of three 
captains, nine subalterns, eight Serjeants, 

one hundred and twenty-six rank and t^t T?Tri?-i\jTU" riA V 

file, and one hundred and eighty-seven .&142.VJM ltt UA1 . 
horses ; two horses died in the village, 

and several were lost in disembarking. Wednesday, feb. 10. 
The dismounted consisted of four troops, The Court being met, pursuant to ad- 
four hundred and sixty-one rank and journment, Sir Samuel Auchmuty, i*as 
file, with a field officer. Forty men of sworn and examined. The two first 
the mounted and the dismounted were charges being read — 
not disembarked till the next day. Of Judge Advocate. — *' State to the 
the mounted cavalry two troops were Court, as particularly as you can, the 
ordered to be dismounted, their saddles operations of the army under Lieutenant- 
sent back to the ships, and ordered to general Whitelocke, upon the expedition 
put themselves under the direction of against Buenos Ayres, from the period 
the Commissariate, to carry provisions, of the General's arrival at Monte Video, 
or sick or wounded, as occasion should to the close of the 4th of July, previoy^ 
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to the attack upon the town, as far as the 
same came within your knowledge. 

A. General Wiiitelocke lamicd un- 
expectedly at Monte Video, on the nigkt 
of the 10th of May.' The next morn- 
ing he requested I would consult with 
Major-general Gower, relative to the 
military affairs of the expedition. Be- 
fore I could communicate with Genera 1 
Gower, he had assumed a command 
over the troops, and issued orders. From 
that day until the army was brigaded, 
which was a few clays before we embark- 
ed for Buenos Ayres, I had no particu- 
lar command or interference with the 
troops at head-quarters, except twice, 
when the army was under arms, I was 
requested to take the command of the 
infantry. Two days after the generals 
Janded I was requested to accompany 
General Gower to examine all the ships 
in the harbour, and to select those which 
appeared fit for the navigation of the 
nver. With these exceptions, to the 
best of my recollection, I was not con- 
sulted or employed in any arrange- 
ments, civil or military, respecting the 
equipments for taking the field ; but in 
matters respecting the outposts of the 
army I was generally consulted. I was 
frequently privy to conversations at 
head-quarters, as to the practicability of 
carrying into effect the expedition at 
that advanced season of the year, as well 
as the most advisable place for the army 
to land. A landing above the town it 
was evident would be attended with the 
fewest difficulties, but it was doubtful if 
the channel would admit our approach. 
The assisttant Quaiter-master-general 
had been dispatched previous to the Ge- 
neral's arrival with proper naval officers 
to examine the banks of the river, and 
upon his return the Quarter-master-ge- 
neral, Lieutenant-Colonel, Bourke was 
also sent up ; and I understood from lus 
report that it was nearly impracticable to 
land above the town. I was also present 
at the examination of many persons who 
were well acquainted with the country, 
and knew the town ; and from what I 
could collect it was very difficult, but 
not impracticable, to pass the morass be- 
tween the river and the heights at any 
season of the year ; and the General as- 
sured me that, without any difficulty, he 
could throw a bridge over the Chuelo., 



From this T concluded he intended to 
land below the town, but I was not privy 
to his final determination. When the 
troops under General Craufurd arrived, 
i intimated to the General that I con- 
ceived that a mild, but a firm, letter to 
the government of Buenos Ayres might 
be attended * jlh good consequences, and 
I ottered to car* v it myself. The Ge- 
neral approved of the idea, and request- 
ed I would make out a J raft of one. He 
afterwards approved of it, i;ut thought ft 
advisable to delay any sumntoas till he 
should appear before the town. I was 
unacquainted with any further step*. 
taken to induce the enemy by negocia- 
tion to surrender the town. On the 17th 
of June I embarked for Colonia with the* 
troops lately arrived from the Cape. 1 
was to take the command there until the. 
jest of the troops came up, but I had no 
particular instructions respecting that 
post. Having a long passage, General 
Gower arrived there the same day (the 
24th of June) ; and when I waited on 
him the next morniug he was dismant- 
ling the works, intending to evacuate the 
place, which was eilected the following 
day, and the troops there sailed to join 
the Admiral, who came to an anchor that 
afternoon off the Ensinada. Orders 
were issued for the light and my brigade 
to land the next morning ; but many of 
the ships of my brigade had not yet 
joined, nor was it possible to notify, to 
them all the orders I received. As the 
night was rainy, the landing was not 
effected until the next morning, the 28th. 
The troops then landed with three day* 
provisions ready dres>ed. My brigade 
consisted of the 5th, the 38th, and 87th 
regiments, ' about 2000 rank and file. 
The two latter inured to the climate and 
service, in high order, and with every 
necessary equipment for the field, ex- 
cept, like the rest of the army, they 
landed without camp equipages or camp 
kettles. The 5th had just arrived with 
General Craufurd, ako in high order 
and equipment. A strong brigade of- 
artillery was to have been attached to 
me, but *it never joined. Immediately 
upon my landing the 38th and 87th were 
detached from me, and I was left with 
the 5th at a battery near the landing- 
place. No opposition was made to the 
landing, nor did we see any of Uie enemy. 
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The next morning I marched with the 
General, and the main body of the army, 
to the heights about live miles through a 
Hat country, a great part of which was 
under water ; in some places two or thre/e 
feet deep, and intersected with very deep 
swamps, through which we inarched the 
greatest part ot the dav > and the troops 
were much fatigued. I'lie principal con- 
stancia, or country house, where we 
halted, was not abandoned, but what in- 
formation the General got there I am ig- 
norant of. A few of the enemy's horse 
reconnoitred us in this position. The 
38th and 87th had been left at this posi- 
tion, and now joined us. The line was 
ordered to march at nine o'clock on the 
30th ; but as Reduction was two long 
marches from us, and the men had but 
one day's provision in their knapsacks, 
after the severity of the march, and be- 
ing up to their middles in water, I ob- 
served to the General that I was more 
apprehensive from waut of provisions 
tlian from the enemy ; and afterwards, 
upon his expressing some disappointment 
respecting the Commissariate, and re- 
marking that he must be Commissary as 
well as General, I took the liberty of 
paying to him, that if a General did not 
himself attend to the supplies of his 
troops, they would often want provisions. 
Previous to the march this day, a flock 
of sheep had been discovered, and 
brought in to tfur camp, but it was so 
late before it could be secured, that.few 
of the men had taken more than one 
day's consumption of meat, and many 
not so much. They carried it uncooked, 
with some biscuit, not equal to a day's 
consumption. My brigade came to the 
ground at Roderigo's house before sun- 
set. I was sent between three and four 
miles in advance with the carbineers, the 
dismounted bf the 9th dragoons, and 
part of the 95th. We arrived at our 
ground about dusk. The march this 
day and the next was on rising ground 
with q tine turf, intersected every two or 
three miles witti swamps and creeks, 
some of them very difficult to pass, and 
all of them deep lor the troops to wade 
through, who were nevery dry during the 
march. Many horsemen made their ap- 
pearance this tiay, and at night there was 
some firing at my pickets. The next 
day (the 1st,) mv division was under 



arms at day-brea&r, waiting for the rear, 
who arrived 4bout eight o'clock: they 
were te> have joined me much sooner, 
ajjdwe again marched. I pressed the 
General to let me march without waiting 
for him, as the march was long, and! 
conceived that both divisions would move 
with more.ease, and come sooner to their 
ground separated than united. This the 
General would not permit, observing, 
that he wished to accustom the troops 
to march with regularity. The march 
taken the preceding day had been much 
impeded by frequent halts. We arrived 
at Reduction by dusk. Most of the 
troops had meat issued to, them in the 
course of the evening. We saw many 
of the enemy's horsemen in the course 
of the day; but "the few houses we 
passed both yesterday -and this day, as 
well as the village of Reduction, were 
abandoned. Parties were ordered to 
Point Quilmes to bring up provision, 
as the communication with the shipping 
was now restored, and butchers were 
sent early in the morning to prepare 
meat for the men. On returning from 
reconnoitring the next morning, I waited 
on the General, and expressed my hope 
that he would rest the troops at least that 
day; that they were nearly exhausted, 
and the advance corps, from the number 
they had left at Reduction, appeared still 
more so. The General replied, that it 
would depend upon a letter from Ge- 
neral Gower, and soon after I was or- 
dered to beat to arms ; and we' left the 
meat then ready to be cot up and distri- 
buted on the ground. I again intimated 
to the General that the troops were with- 
out provisions, and his reply was — " oWt 
you see it is going to rain?'' As the troops 
(lid not march immediately, I still hoped 
they would take some of the meat m tneir 
haver sacks; but they were prevented, 
I understand, by the orders of the Ge- 
neral. We were ordered to march from 
our right, by the grand road leading to 
the advance corps, but immediately be- 
fore we moved I was informed the 
route was changed, and we marched from 
our left by ten o'clock. The first part 
of the march was good, but we after- 
wards got into low swampy ground, 
which was very difficult to pass, arid the 
men had to wade a long way through the 
water. Between two and three o'clock, 
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immediately after leaving the swamp, 
the General sent for me to the front, and 
diked my opinion about proceeding. 
Be observed that the guide had deceived 
him; that the ford of the Chuelo was 
Still, by his account, many miles off; 
that there was no chance of reaching it 
before dark ; that he had secured cattle 
for tbe troops; and that where he then 
was there was a sufficiency of fire-wood 
to cook the meat. From this statement, 
and knowing the troops were completely 
exhausted, I was decidedly of opinion 
we had better halt where we were. I 
must here observe that it was then about 
three o'clock, and the day closed at five. 
Plenty of meat, and half a day's bread, 
were issued to the troops. The troops 
were rather discontented, and at my sug- 
gestion an order was issued by the Ge- 
ftenri, encouraging them to do their duty 
cheerfully. In the evening we heard the 
tiring of the advance corps, and the Ge- 
neral appeared to be extremely uneasy 
at die aukward situation in which he was 

raced. He asked my opinion whether 
conceived General Gower was suffi- 
ciently strong to resist the enemy? I 
Aswered, that unless he advanced into 
the town, I was persuaded there was no 
danger, whatever numbers might oppose 
aim. He appeared more satisfied with 
this remark, and said he had so high an 
opinion of General Gower, he thought he 
would not attempt the town without 
him. We marched again an hour before 
day -light, on the morning of the 3d : the 
country we passed through was low, and 
at times swampy ; it was raining then, 
and. had been raining part of the night, 
and had there been much more, it would 
have rendered the way impassable. 
Aboot noon we came to a ford in the 
river Chuelo, but did not pass it. We 
toon came to a second, which we did 
pass ; it was narrow, but deep ; and in 
some places nearly five feet. Not long 
after, between two and three o'clock, 
we communicated with General Gower, 
and my brigade was ordered to - take a 
position, with my right joining General 
Lumley's left, and extending towards the 
convent of the Recdlita. On approaching 
it, I found that General Lumley's brigade 
had retired, and the enemy V light troops 
had advanced to it. I formed my brigade 
on the rear of (he position, and recon- 



noitred it, and when the troops on my 
right were prepared to regain their po- 
sition, I advanced and occupied it. Some 
of the enemy's shot reached the line 
both before and as we were advancing. 
It was dark by the time the brigade was 
formed, and the rain fell in torrents. 
The men were sheltered in houses, and 
received an allowance of biscuit and some 
liquor. There was much firing during 
the night at the out-posts, which I en- 
deavoured to prevent, as, from the re* 
Eorts which reached me, I had reason to 
elieve there were few, if any, of the 
enemy approached. Early "the next 
morning I found the enemy had got 
round my left flank, and were in consi- 
derable number in my rear. I moved 
the 38th on my left to the rear, and after 
some tiring the enemy retired. It was 
now near ten o'clock, and a dragoon in- 
formed me that the General was waiting 
for me at head quarters ; and on my ar- 
rival there, the General informed me 
that the principal officers of the army 
had been waiting for me about two 
hours: and upon investigation it appeared 
that General Gower's aid-de-camp had 
been sent to me at day-light, but was 
taken prisoner on his way. I found the 
General and the field-officers in posses- 
sion of a plan of attack, which was to be 
carried into execution at twelve o'clock. 
It was explained to me by Lieutenant- 
colonel Bourke, who had a plan of the 
town before him. I observed that the 
regiments of my brigade were totally un- 
acquainted with the intended attack, and 
I apprehended there would not be time 
to communicate it to them, and make 
the necessary arrangements for carrying 
it into execution. I also observed, hav- 
ing previously conversed with some of 
the principal officers, that mid-day was 
an improper time to march through the 
streets ot a populous city, and I should 
conceive we should penetrate further, 
without serious loss, if we deferred the 
attack till day-break next morning. The 
General mentioned thit» proposition to 
General Gower. The room being clear- 
ed of all the officers, except the General 
and Lieutenant-colonel rack, General 
Gower acquiesced in the propriety of its 
being deferred. An officer was copying 
the general order for the attack, but Ge- 
neral Gower observed that there was an 
I 
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alteration to be made in them, and he 
would send me a correct copy in an hour, 
and which I received in the course of the 
afternoon. T left head quarters with the 
.Deputy Quarter-master-general, who 
.was to point out to me the heads of the 
.streets that my brigade was to occupy ; 
,but we received the intelligence, that the 
enemy was coming out of the town in 
force, and I repaired to my brigade, and 
.soon after was ordered to retire to the 
rear, in hopes of enticing the enemy to 
advance. We remained under arms the 
principal part of the day, and when the 
brigade re-occupied their ground, the 
..Deputy Quarter-master general pointed 
out to me the different streets through 
which the columns were to penetrate. 
I then explained to the field officers the 
.routes of their columns, and gave direc- 
tions for their being properly placed in 
time the next morning; and I desired 
them to send for the tools that had been 
ordered. By this time it was dark, and 
frequently during the night it was report- 
ed to me that attempts had been made 
to obtain the tools without success. I 
obtained a few however from the houses 
we were in possession of. 

Q. What information, do you know, 
did General Whitelocke receive of the 
'Strength of the enemy ; the nature of his 
.entrenchments, and his means and dispo- 
sition to resist, on his arrival at Monte 
Video ? 

A. In mv communication with Gene- 
ral Whitelocke on his arrival, I ac- 
quainted him that the inhabitants were 
so implacable against us, I cpuld gain little 
information from Buenos Ayres, and that 
little was not to be depended upon ; that 
General Beresford had better means of 
information than it was in my power to 
obtain, and he had informed me that the 
number of regular troops which the 
enemy possessed were tew, and their 
General by no means a man of ability ; 
that they had a large body of men in 
arms, and a powerful train of artillery. 
I was unacquainted with their intentions 
or plans for the defence of the town, nor 
am I acquainted with any particular in- 
formation the General afterwards ob- 
tained. 

Q. Having stated that on the arrival 
of General Craufurd you proposed to 
General Whitelocke to send a mild but 



firm letter to the Spanish Commanded 
have you kept a copy of that letter? 

A. I have not : I destroyed the draft, 
but I suppose the General's secretary 
has a copy of it. 

Q. You have stated that you went 
from Monte Video to Colonia, do you 
know whether all the stores and horses 
were brought from thence, or what were 
left? 

A. I am totally unacquainted with 
every thing that was done at Colonia, 
except that the ordnance was destroyed 
and thrown into the river, and the place 
evacuated. 

. Q. Why was Colonia first chosen as 
the place of rendezvous, and afterward* 
abandoned ? 

A. I do not know. 
N Q. Would not the possession of Co- 
lonia have given a commanding influ- 
ence on the left bank ,of the Plata,' of 
great importance to the operations in 
which the army might be expected tt 
be engaged after the surrender of Buenos 
Ayres? 

A. Colonia was the only fortified post 
on the left bank of the river above 
Monte Video, and consequently must 
always be of importance. 

Q. You stated that a strong brigade 
of artillery was to have been attached to 
your corps. Can you tell why it never 
joined ? 

t A. I know not that the General had 
any particular reason for leaving it ia 
the rear ; but from the rapidity of our 
march, in obedience to the orders, it was 
hardly possible it could join. 

Q. What artillery had you with your 
brigade? 

A. I had none with my brigade. 

Q. Can you tell how it happened that 
your brigade and the main body of the 
army were in want of bread and spirits so 
early as the 29th ? 

A. The difficulty of bringing spirit! 
across the swamp sufficiently accounts 
for it. I have already said that the troop* 
marched on the 28th, with three days 
provisions, and I apprehend much of the 
biscuit must have been destroyed in 
wading through the water on tfie 28th 
and 29th. 

Q. What became of the provision* 
landed at the Ensinada for the army ( 

A. I cannot tell ; but on the moro»f 
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ef Che 30th I have said there was some 
biscuit. 

Q. Is the Court to understand that 
from the evening of the 28th to the 30th, 
no provisions were issued from the Com- 
missariate ? 

A. None, except that some of the re- 
giments had meat from the country, is- 
sued by the Commissariate. 

Q. Can you state what quantity of 
spirits was issued to the main body of the 
army during the march from the En- 
sinada to Reduction ? 

A. My brigade received liquor the 
29th and the 30th, but at no other time. 

Q. If there had been more mounted 
dragoons to scour the country, would 
not the country have afforded an ample 
supply of provisions for the army ? 

A. Most certainly : with the assistance 
of the natives, who alone can drive the 
cattle. 

Q. Was any, and what number of 
lasso-men accompanying the army ? 

A. Wehadsome, but I do not know 
whether, they accompanied the main 
body or the advance. 

Q. Do you know of any orders having 
been given, or means taken, by General 
Whitelocke on this subject ? 

A. An order was issued on the 28th, 
forbidding the troops, on any account, 
from taking provisions themselves with- 
out paying tor them, as arrangements 
had been made with the Commissary- 

t : eneral for supplying the troops in the 
eld. 

Q. You have stated that some provi- 
sions were got from the fleet at Point 
Quilmes. Would there have been any 
difficulty in procuring such a supply from 
the fleet as the army required in the 
some manner, and by the same means of 
communication ? 

A. It certainly could have been ob- 
tained, but not without difficulty, for it 
must be brought over a morass about 
two miles. 

Q. Do you know whether any provi- 
sions were obtained from the fleet at 
Point Quilmes for the use of the army ? 

A. I concluded there were, as parties 
were sent there to receive provisions. 

Q. Do you know whether General 
Whitelocke received any, and what in- 
formation at Reduction, of the position 
and strength of the enemy on the Chueio? 



A. I do not. 

Q. You have said, that on returning 
from reconnoitring the General told you 
his march would depend upon a letter 
from General Gower, can you state any 
more particulars of the conversation you 
had with General Whitelocke previous 
to your march on the morning of the 
2d? 

A. I recollect no further than I have 
already stated ; but I am certain the con- 
versation ended with the General's re- 
mark that it was going to rain. 

Q. What hour was it? 

A. About nine o'clock. 

Q. Did >ou know before this conver- 
sation that General Whitelocke had dis- 
patched any letter or order to General 
Gower > 

A. I did not. The Court will recol- 
lect that there were two conversations : 
the first as to the letter from General 
Gower; afterwards the order to beat to 
arms, when I mentioned the troops were 
without provisions. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke, at ano- 
ther conversation which ^you stated, you 
had with him that morning, inform you 
of the purport uf the letter which he told 
you he had sent to General Gower t 

A. The General never told me he sent 
a letter ; what 1 concluded was, that he 
expected one. 

This question and answer were with- 
drawn. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke make 
any, and what observation, when you 
mentioned the exhausted state of the 
main body of the army, and of the ad- 
vance corps, which you judged of from 
the number found at Reduction ? 

A. 1 do not remember any particular 
remark he may have made. 

Q. You stated that you were desired 
to beat to arms ; do you know \* hether 
the General in the interval had received 
any letter from General Gower? 

A. I do not. 

Q. I understand from your evidence 
that when the drum beat to arms, you 
represented to the General the exhausted 
state of the army, and the want of provi- 
sions. When he replied it was going to 
rain, did he or did he wot say any thing 
of any information he had received from 
General Gower ? 
A. He did not 
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Q. What sort of weather was it? 

A. The night of the 1st we had a few 
drops of rain ; the 2d was very cloudy, 
with the appearance of heavy rain. It 
did rain a little in the afternoon, and 
again about two o'clock in the morning 
of the 3d. 

Q. You have stated that the first order 
for march was from the right, and was 
afterwards changed to the left, can you 
state the reason of this change > 

A- I enquired of the Deputy Quarter- 
master-general, and was informed by 
him that the guide had promised to lead 
the General by a better way than the 
Chico pass, at a ford rather above that 
pass. 

Q. At the time when the army halted 
on the 2d, were you apprized of the ope- 
rations in which the advance guard of the 
army was to have been engaged on that 
day? 

A. I understood that it was intended 
they should force the river where they 
could, by the Chico pass, or above it. 

Q. From whom did you receive that 
information > 

A. I cannot say : but it was generally 
understood. 

Q. Did you .hear the Deputy Quarter- 
master-general inform General White- 
Jocke, at the time when the question of 
lalting was under consideration, that he 
knew that General Gower considered 
the order he received as peremptory, and 
was determined to obey it? 

A. I do not know the order alluded to. 

Q. Did you hear the Quarter-master- 
general, at the time referred to in the 
last question, say any thing of what he 
knew to be the situation of Genera) 
Gower ? 

A. To the best of my recollection I 
l)o not. 

Q. You have stated that in your opi- 

Sion the halt was advisable from the ex- 
austed state of the troops, and from the 
facility of procuring provisions at that 
spot. If any important service had been 
to J>e performed, would the situation of 
the troops have been such as {o make a 
Jialt unavoidable? 

A. The spirit of the troops would, I 
have no doubt, carried them through 
further difficulties ; but, unless for very 
essential purposes, I do not think they 
would have marched much further. 



Q. What was the cause of the discon- 
tent among the troops you before afe 
luded to? 

A. It originated in their not getting 
wood with the facility they wished, t$ 
cook their provisions. 

Q. You have stated that you were 
summoned to attend at head quarters p* 
the 4th ; was that summons tat fivst tfe 
timation you had of the plan of attack* 

A. The first intimation I had of At 

Elan of attack, was after I arrived aj 
ead quarters in consequence of that 
summons. 

Q. Can you tell whether any* ap4 
what measures were taken by General 
Whitelocke on the 3d, and close of tl)| 
4th, towards ensuring success to the a(v 
tack upon the town, by bringing up ar? 
tillery, or by any other means? 

A. £ have given in evidence every 
thing 1 know upon the subject. 

Q. Would not the position of the Jte- 
colita, \>y having secured the left dank <rf 
your brigade, facilitated the operations 
of the army, and likewise in opening g 
communication with the fleet ? 

A. I know not how far it would tare 
been advisable to have detached a coppf 
to the Recolita. Certainly a commune 
cation could not have been kept open 
unless part of the line were marcW 
more to the left. 

Q. Would not a position on the Re* 
colita havje been thought advisable fee 
producing the advantages stated intb* 
last question ? 

A. It certainly would, if it bad been 
supported. 

Q. Was the station in which the Com* 
mander in Chief was to be found during 
the attack on the 5th notified in orders, 
or otherwise, to the Generals and field* 
officers of the army ? 
. A. it was not notified to me, 

Q. Were the p pints of retreat, if ie« 
treat became necessary, notified in o* 
ders, or otherwise, to the Generals aid 
Other field-officers of the army ? 

A. It never was notified to me. 

Q Have vou any other informatipt 
to give the Court on the subject of the 
charges you have heard read, down to 
the period of the close of the 4th of 
July? 

A. I cannot call to mind any other if* 
formation. 
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Cross-examined by Lieutenant-general 
MuUlocke. 

Q. Did you not jive to General 
Whitelocke, on his arrival at Monte Vi- 
deo, copies of the letter you had written 
to the Secretary of State, giving an ac- 
count of the country, and the force ne- 
cessary to conquer and keep it ? 

A. ldid. 

Q. Was your opinion then of the dis- 
position ot the inhabitants, and the force 
necessary to conquer and keep that 
country, altered by any subsequent ob- 
servation; and if it was, in what respect? 

A. My opinion remained unaltered. 

Q. Was not every preparation made, 
and arrangement completed, on hearing 
that General Craufurd was in the river, 
in order that no time should be lost as 
soon as he joined, and stores and horses 
embarked as far as was practicable. 

A. Preparations were made, and 
horses embarked. I have already men- 
tioned bow far I was consulted on these 
preparations. 

Q. How long was General Craufurd 
detained by contrary winds in the 
river, before he arrived at Monte Vi- 
deo? 

A. I heard that Admiral Murray was 
peea In the river on the 30th May : he 
came to anchor at Monte Video on the 
14th June. 

Q. Considering the state of the troops 
on the march, wet all day, in swamps 
they had to cross, did the convenience 
of ore-wood appear to you to be neces- 
sary? 

A. For cooking absolutely necessary, 
far drying the men most desirable. 

Q. Could the men have found any 
other places of halting, where fuel could 
be procured, except at the farm-houses, 
ana were not their marching and halting, 
in some measure, regulated by the situa- 
tion of these houses ? 
A Fuel could only have been found 

at the ferra-houses, and the march and 

bakings were regulated by these consi- 
derations. 
Q. Could we have procured this con- 
1 venience if the army iiad marched in 
r parallel columns ? 

A I saw few or no housfs on our left 

tepk K being the only line in which our 



column could have marched. Oa our 
right was a swamp. 

Q. .Could we, considering all the cir- 
cumstances, the nature ot tue ground* 
and the state of the troops, have inarched 
with greater rapidity, or arrived sooner, 
without distressing the men ? 

A. I do not think we could hare 
marched to Reduction sooner without 
distressing the men, although, perhaps, 
they might have come to tiieir ground 
sooner on each day's march, witnout dis- 
tressing them, if we had not halted so 
frequently on each day's march. 

Q. Had 1 not repeatedly expressed 
my apprehension as to the rain setting iu* 
and my anxiety to get into the vicinity 
of the town, and put the men under co- 
ver ? 

A. The General frequently expressed 
his apprehensions of the rain* setting in* 
and I have no doubt he also expressed 
his anxiety to get the men under cover 
in the vicinity of the town, although I 
do not particularly recollect it. 

Q. If their strength would have al- 
lowed them to press forward and reach 
the vicinity of the town, could not the 
commissariat have procured a plentiful 
supply for the army from the cattle taken 
in the country ? 

A. There is no doubl but cattle might 
have been had in abundance, with pro- 
per precautions. 

Q. As soon as we had taken Buenos 
Ay res, com Id ue not immediately have 
occupiedHColonia I 

A. Mo»t certainly. 

Q. Would it have been advisable ♦• 
have diminished the strength of the army 
by leaving a large body of men, in order 
to maintain Coiouia, while the army 
proceeded against Buenos Ayres, or 
would it have been sate to have left a 
small detachment there ? 

A. Colonia, from its situation and de- 
fences a did not require any large body 
to be left at that time. 

Re-examined by the Judge Advocate^ 

Q. In answer to a question by Gene- 
ral Whitelocke, )ou said the army could 
not reach Reduction sooner. \\ ere the 
regiments composing the brigade, which 
you have slated to be inured to the cU- 
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mate and service, in better marching 
order than the 30th and 88th, which had 
been confined for nine months on board 
of transports, and composed the advance 
corps? 

A. The 38th and 87th marched bet- 
ter than the 5th. I wish the Court to 
understand that the 38 th, the 40th, and 
the 87th, would not themselves have 
marched to Reduction sooner ; I mean 
to say, that the 38th and 87th would 
have marched better than the 36th and 
88th. 

Q. If the advance corps, consisting of 
the 36th and 88th, were able on the 2d 
to march from their position and advance 
to Reduction, to cross the Chueio, and 
take post on the Miserare ; might not 
the whole or larger proportion of your 
brigade have marched as far from Re- 
duction, if the line of march of the ad- 
vance corps had been followed, and the 
river passed at the same ford? 

A. Part of the brigade, 1 have no 
doubt, might have marched further ; the 
whole certainly might have marched 
as far. 

Examined by the Court. 

General Sir John Moore. — The 
Court wishes to know from an officer 
of such service and experience as Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty, and whose know- 
ledge of the resources of the coun- 
try enables him to form ait* opinion, 
which we have endeavoured 4>*get from 
other witnesses, but have not yet satisfac- 
torily ; that as it appears by your evi- 
dence, that on the march of the army to- 
wards Buenos Ayres, the troops were 
every day much fatigued, were kept 
under arms during the greater part of the. 
day, without a regular issue of provisi- 
ons, and yet they were four days in 
inarching thirty miles, attended with all 
tjie inconvenience of a forced and rapid 
march without the main object of getting 
quickly forward: whether in your opinion 
a previous arrangement might not have 
been made that would have enabled 
the army which landed on the 528th of 
June, to have advanced in the morning 
by day-light from the heights of tarra- 



gon, and reached soon afterwards, with* 
out serious inconvenience the post of 
Reduction on the 1st of July. 

A. 1 have no doubt but "that arrange- 
ments might have been made, which 
would have enabled the troops to have 
reached the heights above Barragon on 
the 30th of June, and Reduction on the 
1st of July: but am very doubtful 
whether the cannon necessary could 
have been brought up with the troops. 
1 he guns came up on the 2d, but they 
were so long getting over the swamp be- 
tween the Ensinada and the heights, I 
doubt whether they would have been 
ready to march on the 30th. 

Q. In that case, might, not the river 
have been reconnoitred iu the course of 
that day, and a disposition made tor pass- 
ing it on the 2d, and advancing to the 
suburbs ot Buenos Ayres? 

A. I have no doubt that arrangements 
might have been made for the troops, 
but not tor the artillery. The advance 
corps marched on the 29th ; there might 
have been time enough to reconnoitre 
the river on the 1st, and the army might 
have been in readiness to march froni 
thence to Reduction on the 2d, but not 
with the principal part of the artillery. 

Q. What proportion of artillery had 
the main body with them on the march 
to the heights above Buenos Ayres? 
* A. At first I saw none, afterwards 
there were one or two pieces with the 
advance guard. 

Q. Was the main proportion of the 
artillery .belonging to the army left be- 
hind with Colonel Mahon at Reduction, 
or did it accompany the army on the 2d ? 

A. It did not accompany the army on 
the 2d. 

Q. Did the inconveniencies you have 
stated on the march arise from necessity, 
or from the nature of the arrangements ? 

A. Much inconvenience arose from 
the nature of the country we marched 
through ; other inconveniencies arose 
from want of regular provisions, and 
from frequent halts, which brought the 
men so late to their ground, and the ne- 
cessity of which I did not see. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 
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TWELFTH DAY. 

THURSDAY, FEB- II. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, Brigadier-general Sir Sa- 
muel Auchmuty was again called and 
examined by the Court. 

Q. Is there any particular rainy sea- 
son in that part of South America where 
you have served, or does it rain for any 
particular period of the year in that cli- 
mate, or does it rain at short intervals ? 

A. It rains at intervals during the 
whole of the year. In the winter season 
I understand the intervals are shorter, 
and the rain of longer periods. 

Q. What was the state of the road 
from Monte Video to Colonia? Were 
there anyi and what obstacles to prevent 
a body of cavalrv or infantry, or both, 
marching from Monte Video to Colonia, 
and what would have been the distauce 
of such march ? 

A. Thereare many difficult rivers be- 
tween the two places at that season of 
the year. I should have thought the 
distance to be about 130 miles. A de- 
tachment might have had time to march, 
but if heavy rains had fallen they would 
have been liable to have been shut up 
between the rivers. I had an instance 
of this in General Lumley, for if he had 
remained a day or two longer, he might 
have been shut up for a fortnight. 

Q. What proportion of cavalry was 
mounted, and of what regiments did the 
mounted part consist when General 
Whitelocke took the command ? 

A. At Monte Video and its depen- 
dent posts part of the 17th dragoons 
(about 400 men) mounted: at Colonia 
about 100 mounted of the 9th light dra. 
goons. [ must observe to the court, 
that at that tim ' there was not a suf- 
ficiency of grain, and of course the horses 
were obliged to be turned out to grass. 
There might altogether be nearly 1000 
horses, but very few in any kind of 
order. 

Q. If a movement in force had been 
made from Monte Video to Colonia in 
the month of May or beginning of June, 
would* it not have furnished the means 



of supplying the army whh tHfe best 
horses ? 

A, There were few good horses in, 
that part of the country. When General 
Liniers crossed the river in order to re- 
lieve Monte Video, his march was de- 
layed for want of horses, otherwise he 
would have been at Monte Video before 
I could have assaulted it. 

Q. Having mentioned the frequency 
of the halts in the course of the march, 
can you account for them ? 

A. I cannot. Mv station was gene- 
rally in the rear. They were very sel- 
dom occasioned by the rear being at any 
distance from the main body. It is to 
be understood, that halts were neces- 
sary in crossing the tiples (rivulets). 

Q. When the main body halted dn 
the 2d of July, would it have been pos- 
sible in their situation to have given sup* 
port to the advance corps in case of 
need ? 

A. When I gave my opinion that it 
was advisable to halt, I was fully persuad- . 
ed in my own mind that we could not 
support the advance corps. 

Q. When the firing on the 2d wat 
heard, did General Whitelocke take any 
measure to find out from whence it pro- 
ceeded, or to ascertain the situation of 
of the advance corps under General 
Gower? 

A. F do not know that he did. 

Q. Do you know the reason for Co- 
loiiel Mahon's being ordered to halt at 
Reduction ? 

A. 1 recollect the General saying, 
that it would be advisable to halt Co- 
lonel Mahon, until we should tind out 
where we were ourselves. 

Q. Could not the artillery and the 
troops with Colonel Mahon, which 
reached Reduction on the 2d, have been 
brought up to the main body on the 
evening of the 4th? 

A. It certainly might have marched 
from Reduction to the suburbs of Bu- 
enos Ay res in two days ; but if the 
heights above the bridge had been eva- 
cuated, it might have been done in one 
day. 

Q. Were any attempts made to re- 
connoitre the bridge after the arrival of 
General Whitelocke at the Miserare ? 

A. I cannot tell. 

Q. Was your opinion asked, or did 
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jm jfire any on the plan of attack on 
the town ? 

A. It was not, nor did I give any ex- 
cept a* to the time of commencing it. 

Q. Was the situation of the enemy 
and tht* main body of the army on the 
4th of July, such as to render the attack 
on the town absolutely necessary the 
next day by a coup-de-main ? 

A. Not being consulted on the equip- 
ment of the army, I know not what the 
resources of the commander-in-chief 
were, but certainly if a movement had 
been made to the left, a communication 
might have been opene4 with the navy 
above the town. 

Q. Was the enemy in such force 
without the town as to make it neces- 
sary to attack the place by a coup-de- 
main? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Do you know whether the Com- 
mander-in-chief ever reconnoitred the 
town after his arrival at the Miserare 
previous to the attack ? 

A, I do not. 

Q. Do you know any reason why the 
main body of the army should not have 
proceeded by the sime rout on the 2d, 
which General Gower had taken, at 
least as far as the high road going to 
Buenos Ayres, which the Major General 

Suitted to" make for the Chico pass over 
le Chuelo ? 

A. The reason I heard assigned was," 
that the guide had undertaken to con- 
duct the army by a shorter rout. 

Q. Having said, that in your opinion 
General Gower's corps hart nothing to 
apprehend from any attack of the ene- 
my, on the march "without the town of 
Buenos Ayres ; do you believe that the 
Major-General, after crossing the Chuelo 
by the Chico Pats, would have found any 
difficulty in dislodging the enemy had 
they ' waited his approach, and "would 
not the defeat of the enemy have opened 
a fair passage for the army ? 

A. I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with the face of the country between 
the Chico pass and the bridge, nor the 
extent of the suburbs of Buenos Ayres 
to answer precisely that question; but 
if the country had been open,, and the 
Major-general could have advanced to 
the bridge, the main body might have 
passed, but there was a great risque of 



its bringing on a general action between 
the advance corps audi the enemy. 

Q. H by moving to the left a com- 
munication with the fleet could have 
been opened above the town, and conse- 
quently a supply of provisions could have 
been procured, would there in your 
opinion have been any necessity for at- 
tacking the town by a coup-de-main ? 

A. Certainly there could have been 
no immediate necessity, if a supply of 
stores and provisions could have been 
procured from the shipping. 

Q. If General Whitelocke proceeded 
on the high road to the bridge, would 
he not have been enabled to support his 
advance corps in case General Gower 
had brought on a general action? 

A. I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with the country to answer, the question. 

Captain Frazer sworn and examined. 

Q. Had you the command of the ar- 
tillery employed in the expedition against 
Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I had the honour to command the 
artillery upon that expedition. 

Q. State the number and calibre of 
the ordnance embarked at Monte Video 
for the use of that expedition } 

A. There were embarked for that 
service 28 pieces of ordnauce, of which 
three were English iron twenty-four 
pounders; three medium brass twelve 
pounders ; eight six pounders, five 
Spanish four pounders, two St. Helena 
three pounders, two Spanish brass twelve 
inch mortars, Ave five and a half inch 
English brass howitzers, making a total 
of 28 pieces of ordnance. 

Q. What number of horses were em- 
barked at Monte Video for the ordnance 
and stores including small arms and atn- 
mu n't ion ? 

A. There were 170 horses and 3d 
muJes. 

Q. Was all or what proportion of the 
ordnance landed at the Ensinada? 

A. Sixteen field pieces were landed 
at the Ensinada. It may be explanatory 
to state, that of the 28 pieces oi ordnance 
which were embarked on the service at 
Monte Video for Buenos Ayres, eighteen 
field-pieces were intended to have been 
landed, as three brigades of artillery hi 
the field, the remaining number having 
been intended as a reserve artilteryv 
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From accidents in landing horses and 
other local obstacles, 1 judged it to be for 
the good of the service to direct that two 
five and half-inch howitzers together 
with the ammunition carriages for the 
same, should not be landed. There were 
also eight carriages for ammunition for 
field-pieces, and eight carriages for small 
arms; ammunition for the army also 
disembarked at the Ensinada. Two 
hundred rounds for each field-piece of 
ordnance was also embarked ; 2,f>7 1,000 
musket -ball cartridges, 20,000 carbine 
ball cartridges, the materials for making 
400,000 musket-ball cartridges, 40,000 
rounds of rifle-ball ammunition, exclu- 
sive of 350 rounds per man then in the 
possession of the 95th under the com- 
mand 'of Major M'Cleod, and 900,000 
musket-balls with the detachment at 
Colbnia were also embarked. 

Q. Have you accurate returns of the 
quantity landed ? 

A. On the 28th of June, specific re- 
turns were delivered to his excellency 
General Whitelocke, and to the Adju- 
tant-general, of the quantity landed at 
the Ensinada. 

Q. What proportion of the whole 
number of horses and mules embarked 
for the expedition at Monte Video were 
landed at the Ensinada } 

A. From the circumstances of the 
debarkation, it is impossible for me to 
state particularly what the number of 
horses and mules landed were ; I ap- 
prehend very little short of 200. It may 
be proper to state in further explanation, 
that such guns and carriages as are in 
the common routine of the service 
drawn by four horses, and that with men 
also on them, were intended to have 
been drawn by six horses without men 
on them; and this arrangement was 
made foreseeing the obstacles that might 
occur. 

Q. State the obstacles which occur- 
red as 'for as related to the march 
through the marsh towards the heights, 
of that part of the expedition of which 
you had the command ? 

A. The debarkation of the army and 
first pieces of artillery took place soon 
after day-break on the 28th of June, 
1807. There were two three-pounders 
assisted by seamen, of whom 200 were 
famished from the fleet for the general 



service of the artillery : 400seaoflenhad 
been expected, but by an arrangement 
with Admiral Murray the day or two 
previous to the debarkation, 200 only 
were furnished* These two field-pieced 
were carried through the swamp, and 
advanced to the heights over the swamp 
in the course of the 29th. Four six 

founders, forming the remainder of the 
eadina brigade of artillery, were carried 
over the swamp in the course of the 
following day : the remainder of the ten 
pieces were not carried through till the 
30th. I had myself got across in the 
evening of the 29th of June. The two 
six-pounders with which I was, were 
assisted by nearly 300 of the 38th regi- 
ment, without whose exertions we should 
have been unable to get the field pieces 
through. 

Q. Were any pieces of ordnance lost 
in the march? ■ *, 

A. Five Spanish four-pounders were 
by my order destroyed. 

Q. State the reasons for your giving 
that order. 

A. Ou reflecting, after having crossed 
the swamp on the 29th, which was a mile 
and three quarters in breadth, and so 
deep in many places that the men could 
witb great difficulty stand, and in which 
the assistance of the horses was nearly- 
useless, considering also that many 
horses were lost, and many men would 
have been lost in bringing them up; 
and further reflecting that it was essen- 
tially requisite that the men and horses 
who should get up should be unexhaust- 
ed by fatigue, I judged it to be decided* 
ly tor the benefit of the service to sacri- 
fice some of the least efficient pieces, 
. and to apply their strength in men and 
horses to the remainder. 

Q. Do you know whether the whole 
of the remainder crossed the swamp, or 
were any lost ? 

A. The whole of the remainder of the 
artillery was carried through the swamp, 
and no other artillery whatever was 
lost. 

Q. You stated that some horses were 
lost in crossing the swamp. Can you 
tell the remainder that was left for the 
use of the ordnance ? 

A. I am not aware what number were 
lost, being always myself with the first 
brigade, 
K 
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Q. What officer of artillery accom- 
panied the remainder of the ordnance 
through the swamp ? 

A. Captain Hawker, next senior to 
myself, iiis directions from me were 
most precise, admitting of no exercise of 
bis own judgment. • 

Q. With what division of the army 
did you advance ? 

A. With the leading advance corps of 
the army. 

Q. What proportion of artillery ac- 
companied the advance corps ? 

A. On the 30th June, six field pieces, 
which had then been reinforced by an 
officer with fifty-five artillery men, and 
thirty additional horses. Of these six 
pieces, two, by order of his excellency 
General Whitelocke, remained on the 
1st July with the main body. 

Q. Was the number of horses suffi- 
cient to transport the six pieces of artil- 
lery and their carriages, or how were 
they conveyed ? 

A. There were such an extraordinary 
and unusual number, both in men and 
horses, with the attendant carriages and 
the carriages for the small arm ammuni- 
tion as were sufficient, and more than 
sufficient to overcome every obstacle. 

Q. Can you teH the whole number of 
horses so employed ? 
A. Upwards of one hundred horses. 
Q. What number of carriages for 
' small ammunition attended the six poun- 
*ders > and what number of small arm 
'smtaunitionf 

" *A. There were three; two for musket 
"ball cartridges, and one for the 95th regi- 
'lirent. There were about ten or eleven 
'thousand rounds in each, and each of the 
two field pieces had its carriage for am- 
munition. 

Q. Can you telWthe number of carri- 
ages you left behind to accompany the 
remaining pieces of artillery when you 
nftrched from the heights of Barragon? , 
A. The total number of gun ammuni- 
tion carriages landed were thirty-two ; 
of these seven were destroyed, and 
twelve attached to the advance brigade. 
Q. State the orders which you from 
time to time received for the regulation 
of your conduct, and for the distribution 
©f your corps, from General Whitelocke, 
during the march from the Ensinada to 
Buenos Ayres, and to the close of the 
4th July. 



A. I saw his Excellency immediately 
after the debarkation at the Ensinada. 
His orders had been previously issued 
for the immediate advance of the two 
field pieces with the advance corps. I 
saw his Excellency after it was quite 
dark on the evening of the 28th, at the 
village of Barragon. 1 had a very earnest 
conversation with him about the artillery 
being carried through the swamp, and I 
assured him, that I would be responsible 
that on the following day the field pieces 
should get across the swamp, unless it 
was totally impracticable. I had no 
further conversation, nor did I see Ge- 
neral Whitelocke again till it was- nearly 
dark on the following evening, when I 
had crossed the swamp with the last of 
the six field pieces. Genera) White-' 
locke was at the first farm-house over 
the swamp. He ordered me to proceed 
to the advanced farm-house, probably a 
mile and a half on, and I there joined 
the troops at that time under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-colonel Mahon. 
On the following morning I saw General 
Whitelocke at the advanced farm-bouse, 
and he ordered me to move forward 
with the four field pieces to the further 
advance where the advance corps were-; 
ordering further, that I sbouUKtake for 
the protection of the artillery a company 
of the 95th. I advanced in obedience 
to this order, and halted that evening at 
the farm-house where the advance corps 
remained. Before the usual arrange- 
ment of the guns had been completed^ k 
was evening. I saw General Wiita&mke 
on the morning of the 1st July, and 
received his permission to accompany 
the advance corps under General C ewcr 
to the passage of the Chuelo. After the 
separation of the main body from the ad- 
vance corps, I had no conversation, nor 
did 1 see General Whitelocke untH'tbe af- 
ternoon of the 3d, at the Coral de Mise- 
rere. I had at that time no precise or- 
ders from his Excellency ; but I was or- 
dered on the morntug of the 4th to ad- 
vance with two field pieces, into the city 
of Buenos Ayres ; to advance cautiously, 
and to feet my way, not advancing too 
far; and to Sting word myself how af- 
fairs stood at the outposts. I had no 
other orders from Geueral Whitelocke 
during the course of that daw ; aH the 
arrangemtntotbat had taken plao&at the 
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out ports having been regularly reported 
by me to hiin m pursuance of orders. 

Q. Wliat were the arrangements made 
with regard to the artillery under your 
immediate command, previous to, and 
preparatory to, the attack of the 5th r 

A. Those pieces of artillery which had ' 
been taken from the enemy* on the 2d 
July, were early in the morning of the 
3d so placed in position, as to command 
the open space in front of the Coral de 
Miserare, and commanding especially 
the roads leading froiu the fort and grand 
square of Buenos Ay res. With respect 
to the field pieces, sometimes two, and 
at other times four, at the outposts. 
There were further at the Coral a dis- 
posable force of sixty artillery men. In 
the general order for the attack, the 
particular number of lield pieces, and the 
situation of each, was prescribed; and 
it became then my only duty to see that 
these orders were carried into execution. 

Q. State the distribution of the Held 
pieces on the morning of the '2d July, 
when the army took different routs. 

A. Four field pieces were with the 
advance corps; two with the main body, 
as before stated; the remainder, as I 
have learned since, were with the rear 
division. 

Q. Were any pontoons embarked 
with the army at Monte Video, and what 
number ? 

A. Six pontoons, with a complete es- 
tablishment in. every respect, were em- 
barked by order of General Whitelocke. 
They were constructed and embarked 
under my superiu tendance, but previous 
to sailing were transported to the engi- 
neer's department. 

Q, Do you know whether the pon- 
toons were ever disembarked till the 
return of the army to Monte Video ? 

A. I saw one or two Janded at the 
Ensinada, but they were again re-cm- 
barked. 

Q. Do you know for what reason 
they were again re-embarked ? 

A. I presume that it was because 

from the local situation of the place they 

would not have been serviceable at the 

Ensinada, 

[ Q. Do you mean to state that as a 

\ reason why they should not have accom- 

- panied the march of the army from 

the Ensinada to Buenos Ayres ? 



A. I mean to state, tliat it is my opi- 
nion, as a military officer, that locality 
prevented them being of service in that 
place. I thought so at the moment, and 
therefore presumed it. 

Q. Was not the object of constructing 
pontoons, to assist the army in crossing 
rivers ? 

A. Certainly that was the chief ob- 
ject. 

Q. Could they then have answered 
that object if they were not .disembarked 
to accompany the army on its march ? 

A. Evidently they could not have an- 
swered that intention without being dis- 
embarked ; but 1 had an idea that they 
would be disembarked at some other 
point where they would be of essential 
service. It may be explanatory to 
state here, that horses were not embark- 
ed for this specific service. 

Q. Were the operations of the army 
in its movements considerably or neces- 
sarily delayed at any time by waiting 
the arrival of the artillery r 

A. After the artillery got over the 
swamp, the leading brigade was so far 
from requiring any assistance from the 
army, that they were fully adequate to 
overcome any obstacles from their own 
resources : and it was also reported to 
me by Captain Hawker, who command- 
ed the rear division, that that column 
was never impeded in its advance or 
march by the artillery ; so far irom it, 
that even the sick and wounded men 
wen; brought forward by him. I must 
further observe, that at the passage of 
the Chuelo there was some delay in 
transporting the guns and ammunition 
which was in some degree unavoidable. 
The two iield pieces then followed the 
column, at the head of which, till that 
time, they had invariably been. The 
remaining < wo also followed the column 
under the protection of two companies 
of infantry, commanded by Lieutenant- 
colonel Darroch of the 36th. These 
two companies, with the two field 
pieces, irom the darkness of the night, 
lost their way in the suburbs of Buenos 
Avres, and were not afterwards with the 
aefvance corps. 

Q. Was any, and what part of the 
artillery engaged with the enemy previ- 
ous to its arrival at the Coral ? and did 
any of the operations of the army previ* 
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ous to that period depend or turn on the any post ordered for you to fall back <ta 
support to be derrvecj from the artillery* in case, of a vigorous attack by the 

A. The 1st July, a few shot were enemy? 
fired from one field piece at a body of A. £ understood it generally that I 
regular horsemen near the village of should of course have been supported 
Reduction ; and on the 2d, some rounds by the outposts as was usual. I was 
were fired from three field pieces at an supported by the 95 th. We did ad- 
irregular body of horsemen in the plain vance in the usual course in a slow cau- 
near the Chueto. From both the nature tious manner, feeling our way, and trying 
of the country and the enemy with whom the strength of the enemy : there was 
we had to contend, the operations of the no particular action; we had some 
army from the Ensinada to the Coral scattered firing, and I individually re- 
would not in any way depend on the sup- turned and reported to General W hite- 
port to be derived from the artillery. locke. 

Q. What was the calibre of the Spa- 

Cross-examined by Lieutenant-general nish guns taken by General Craufurd on 

Whitelocke, the 2d July ? and was there any, and 

what quantity of ammunition taken at 

Q. Was not every disposition Shewn the time ? 
to assist in bringing forward the artillery A. The guns taken were one twelve 
which the situation would allow ? pounder, two eight pounders, six four 

A. Every attention was shewn, and pounders, and one six and a half inch 
every assistance was given, in the most nowitzer, two ammunition carriages for 
extended meaning of the word. field pieces, and one ammunition car- 

Q, Were the difficulties to be en- j-iaee tor small arms, 
countered in passing the swamp with Q. Had you at any time any conver- 
artillery such as commonly occur, or of sation with General Whitelocke on the 
a particular and unusual description ? subject of holding communication with 

A. They were exceedingly unusual, the 2d in command, General Gower ? 
It is hardly possible to conceive a swamp A. On the morning of the 1st of July 
more difficult to overcome than this,\vith I returned from the advance corps under 
wheeled carriages. Gen. Gower, to report myself to Gen. 

Q. Had any inte'ligence we had re- Whitelocke, from whom I had then been 
ceived to your knowledge led us to sup- absent twenty-four hours. On report- 
pose that we should have had such dim- ing where I nad been, General White- 
culties to encounter ? locke seemed not quite pleased that I 

A. I certainly understoodfrom General hid been so long absent from him. He 
Hereford's dispatches, and from general also expressed himslf displeased at Cap- 
information, that there was a swamp tain Squires of the engineers being so 
running parallel to the banks of the long absent. I observed to his Excel- 
, Plata, but had no idea of its being to the lency that I had advanced with the guns 
extent we afterwards found it. Very at his express direction on the morning 
considerable preparations had been made of the preceding day ; that it was nearly 
by General Whitelocke^ directions, te dark when we arrived at the position we 
enable the artillery to cross this swamp, took up that night ; but that had we 
which preparations consisted of portable been able to have found our way, we 
' wooden bridges, which however were should have returned to his Excellency 
found of little utility. that evening. I added, that I should not 

again leave his person without his ex- 
Examined by the Court* press permission. I understood that he 

was dissatisfied at my having been with 

Q. You have stated that you were General Gower. On the evening of the 
ordered to go into the town pf Buenos 4th July, General Whitelocke again ex- 
Ayres on the 4th July with two pieces of pressed displeasure at ray having been 
cannon, and feel your way, and report separated from him, and seeming to be 
in person the situation of affairs: was too much attached to the person of 
ftny force appointed to support yoq, or General Gower; and added a strict ifr 
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junction, that I should not leave his side 
during the following day. I felt it my 
duty to communicate to General Gowe'r 
that I had received such an intimation 
from General Whitelocke. 

Lieutenant-colonel Mahon sworn and 

examined* 

Q. You commanded the 9th light 
dragoons o/i the expedition against 
Buenos Ayres I 

A. At that time I was a Lieutenant- 
colonel on the staff, and commanded the 
0th light dragoons at Monte Video. 

Q. Do you remember a general or- 
der being issued for lessening the baggage 
of the; army? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In consequence of that .order was 
any, and what part, of the horse equip- 
ment belonging to your regiment made 
away with or otherwise disposed of? 

A. At the time I was Lieutenant- 
colonel of brigade, 8 and commanding 
officer of that regiment, an order was 
issued to that effect, and some of the 
equipments which were unfit for service 
were cast away : the precise quantity I 
cannot say, but 1 think there is a return 
with the regiment. 

Q. On landing at the Ensinada, what 
part of the army had you under your 
command ? 

A. Four troops of the carbineers, the 
9th light dragoons, and the 40th and 
45th regiments, except their light com- 
panies. 

Q. Did you command that brigade 
the whole of the march from the Ensi- 
nada to Buenos Ayres ? 

A. No. 

Q. At what time was the alteration 
made ill the brigade which you com- 
manded? 

A. Having passed the swamp on the 
28th, and taken up the ground on which 
the light brigade had been stationed the 
night before, the head quarters of the 
Commander in Chief was on the left, 
with Sir Samuel Auchmuty's brigade. 
On the morning of the 29th, Sir Samuel 
• ^uchmutv's brigade moved on, and was 
accompanied by the Commander in 
Chief, who mentioned his intention of 
taking forward some troops of xn,v bri- 



gade, and leaving me in the command of 
a few mounted and dismounted dra- 

foons, and about four companies of the 
Oth, waiting for Major Campbell, who 
was in command of the rear guard for 
the protection of the guns and mortars. 
Adjourned until to-morrow. 



THIRTEENTH DAY. 

FRIDAY, 12tll FEBRUARY. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, Lieutenant-colonel Mahoa 
was further examined. 

Q. When you moved from the heights, 
what force had you under your com- 
mand ? 

A. In addition to what I have men- 
tioned, Major Campbell, with four com- 
panies of the 40th, and Captains Rowly 
and Johnson, with about 200 seamen, 
composed the whole, together with the 
artillery, four six-pounders, and two 
howitzers, under Captain Hawker. 

Q. Was any alteration made in the 
force you commanded, from the time 
you left the heights, till your arrival at 
Reduction ? 

A. No. 

Q. When did you reach Reduction? 

A. On the evening of the 2d of July. 

Q. In the interval between General 
Whitelocke's marching forward with the 
main body, and the time of arriving at 
Reduction, did you receive any orders, 
and what were they ? 

A. I received an order by an officer 
of the 17th dragoons, with a mounted 
party about a mile from, and previous to 
my arrival at Reduction, and this was 
the order, 

Here the witness produced the order 
as follows: 

2d July, quarter past 3 o'clock, P. Af, 

Notwithstanding the orders commu 
nicated to you, I am commanded by his 
excellency, General Whitelocke, to de* 
sire that you wilj remain §t Reduction, 
until further orders, and procure provir 
sions from the fleet, and make as consi* 
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derable a store of bread and spirits as 
you can. 

(Signed) Henry Torrens, 
Military Secretary. 

I received another order of a prior 
date at the same time, as follows : 

Reduction, ha\f past ten, A, M. 
2d July. 

General Whitelocke has just begun to 
move in a direction S. \V. to cross the 
Chuelo, and you are to follow him to- 
morrow, and bring every thing from this 
place with you. Admiral Murray is to 
land three clays bread and spirits for you 
here, from the brig Lucy. 



Q. What was the name of the officer 
who brought this order ? 

A. I do not know: he had about 
twenty men with him; 

Q. What were the next orders you 
received from General Whitelocke? 

A. Next orders I received at twenty 
minutes past ten o'clock in the morning 
ef the 5th, as follows: 

Headquarters, 4th July, 8 o'clock, P.M. 

■ 

I am directed by his excellency Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, to request you will 
march with the detachment under your 
command, and take post at the bridge 
over the Chuelo, where you will wait 
for further orders. 

(Signed) Henry Torrens. 

This order was brought to me by 
two men, natives of the country. 

Q. Did you at any time receive any 
order from General Whitelocke dateS 
before the 5th July, beside those already 
mentioned ? 

A. None. 

Q. Was the communication opened 
with the sea at Reduction, and supplies 
of provisions and stores procured trom 
the shipping? 

A. It was. I received a supply of 

Srovision, but did not receive a sufficient 
uantity to form a dep6t. There was 
sufficient for the rations of the men under 
my command ; there was not more than 
a day's consumption, owing to the bad* 



ness of the weather, and the surf, which 
prevented sending more. 

Q. Were there any other difficulties 
to prevent the landing of provisions at 
point QuilmeS: and conveying them to 
Reduction, and makine a depot, except 
the badness of the weather ? 

A. There was a considerable swamp, 
which it must have been difficult to get 
provisions across; and I understood 
trom Captain Cobb of the Nereid, that 
biscuits were not in any quantity. 

Q. Do you mean to state that the 
swamp was so deep, as to prevent the 
transporting of more provisions across 
It, if the weather had not been so bad ? 

A. No, I do not : I was told tfiat the 
conveyance of provisions was extremely 
easy. 

Q. Under the inspection of what offi- 
cer of the Commissariate was the pro? 
visions issued at point Quilmes and Re- 
duction } 

A. Of a young gentleman belonging 
to the Commissary, whose name 14» 
not recollect. 

Q. Did the troops under your com- 
mand experience much fatigue and difiv- 
culty in the march from the heights of 
Reduction, or afterwards on the march 
from thence to Buenos Ayres } 

A. Our marches were not very long, 
but tedious, in consequence of the ai» 
tillery, the seamen who drew them, and 
the troops being exposed to the weather, 
which was extremely bad, and from 
which arose a great deal of inconve- 
nience, but, generally speaking, we were 
healthy, but the frequent crossing of 
rivers with artillery added much to our 
difficulties and fatigue. 

Q. You mean then to state that the 
artillery, exclusive of other difficulties, 
was a considerable obstruction to the ra- 
pidity of your march from Reduction? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. Were you obliged to halt often 
for the purpose of allowing the artillery 
to come up ? 

A. Frequently. 

Q. Did you halt in consequence of 
your own judgment, or in consequence 
of applications from the officers of arttl* * 
lery ? 

A. In consequence of my own judg- 
ment, seeing the necessity of bringing 
over the artillery with us, 
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State the effective strength of the 

force under your command at 

ition, including those you found 

The dismounted, and a few mount- 
:h the 1 7th light dragoons, making 
er about 500 men. The 40th re- 
t, except the light company, about 
len; one troop of the 9th light 
>ns, about 70 dismounted; a de- 
ait of the 45th, under Major 
» about 100; one company of 
th, about 70 strong; a detachment 
88th, about 100; the artillery 
Captains Hawker and Dixon, 
50 men; four pieces of artillery 
inders, and two howitzers; with 
200 seamen under Captains Rowly 
hnson, of the royal navy. 
What force of mounted cavalry 
panied your march from the 
*? 

Originally about thirty, under the 
ind of Captain Bacon, but they 
shed daily, by transferring horses 
Commissariate. 

To what use did the Commissa- 
Dpropriate them ? 

I do not know. They were taken 
s Commissariate, to carry pack- 
i : they did not march with our 

El. 

Where did they march? in front 

•? 

[n front of my column : I suppose 

the Commanderin-thief. Some 

zd with our column in the rear. 

Then how many marched before 

fit the heights } 

About eighteen. I believe we 

L at Reduction with eighteen 

ed. I marched from thence with 

When did the reinforcement of 
■ mounted cavalry reach your 
M Reduction. They made in the 
about thirty-eight. 
Can you tell why any mounted 
f were left in the rear of the army ? 
[ conceive for the purpose of be- 
iooking out, and particularly use- 
jetting cattle and provision. 
Were any lasso-men with your 
n? 

No, not any. 

Can yoa tell what provisions were 
ed for your- division by the ca- 



A. I cannot tell the exact amount: 
we got large quantities of cattle and 
sheep during our stay at Reduction ? - 

Q. During your halt at Reduction, 
which appears to have lasted from the 
evening of the 2d to the morning of the 
5th, was there any reconnoitring across 
the bridge over the Chuelo, by your or- 
der, at any time ? 

A. On the morning of the 4th July, 
I ordered the Assistant Quarter-master- 
general, and Captain Hawker of the 
artillery, taking with them twenty dra- 
goons and a company of the 3oth, to 
reconnoitre towards the bridge and the 
adjacent country, and to get intelligence 
of the army, without risking any engage 
nient with the enemy they might meet. 
They did not approach the bridge, be- 
ing too distant, and returned about one 
©'clock, without being able to open a 
communication* or to gain any informa- 
tion relative to the bridge, or the passage 
of the river. 

Q. Have you any reason to believe 
that you could not have marched with 
your division of the army to the Mise- 
rare, on the 3d or 4th, it you had re- 
ceived orders to do so ? 

A. From experience since, I think I 
could, but at that time I did not believe 
it practicable. 

Q. What reason had you then te- 
think it was not practicable ? 

A. By a note I received about half 
past ten o'clock, it was reported that the 
bridge was broken down or destroyed. 

Q. Supposing the bri'lge to have re- 
mained, were there any other impedi- 
ments in your way, to "have prevented 
your marching from Reduction to the 
Miserare in one day, if you had received 
orders so to do > 

A. I think there -was no obstacle, ex- 
cept the delay occasioned by the artiU 
lery. 

Q. How many miles from Reduction 
to the bridge, and from that to the Mise- 
rare ? 

A. About seven to the bridge — from 
thvnce to the Miserare about six. 

Q. What was the nature of the road 
from Reduction to the bridge, and from 
thence to the Miserare?^ 

A. Between Reduction and the bridge 
there were several swamps and rivulets, 
extremely heavy for the artillery ; and a 
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great part of the road from the bridge 
to the Miserare was also very heavy. 

Q. Supposing the object had been to 
give assistance to the troops at Buenos 
Ayres, how many hours would it take to 
accomplish a forced march from Reduc- 
tion to Buenos Ayres, without the artil- 
lery? 

A. I think we could have accomplished 
it in four hours. 

Q. With the same object in view, in 
your experience and knowledge of the 
country, and the exertions of the seamen 
and artillery men, how long do you 
think it would have taken for the 
whole, or greater part of the artillery, to 
arrive from Reduction by a forced 
march? 

A. 1 do not think we could have done 
it in less than twelve hours. When we 
did march, every possible exertion was 
made by the seamen and artillery, in 
bringing on the guns. 

Q. State the hours that your detach- 
ment marched each day from the heights 
to Reduction, and the hour at which it 
arrived each night, with the distance of 
each day's march ? 

A. We marched from the heights 
about six in the morning ; we halted at 
twelve o'clock for two hours to refresh. 
We arrived at about half past three on 
the heights, where we took up our 
ground, making eight miles the extent 
of the day's march. On the 2d we 
marched so as to calculate that we should 
come to a river, about three miles off, 
which we must pass, and we did not ar- 
rive at Reduction till five in the evening. 
We halted on the 3d and 4th at Reduc- 
tion, and on the 5th we marched from 
nine to eleven miles. 

Q. Are you of opinion, from what 
you saw of the country between Barra- 
gonand the Chuelo, that provisions might 
nave been obtained, if the usual means 
of patroles of light troops, sent into the 
country, had been adopted ? 

A. 1 think we. should have found cat- 
tle in sufficient quantities, but I do not 
conceive the country afforded any other 
species of provision. 

Q. Was there no corn to be procured? 

A. I think not. It is cultivated in 
small quantities. 

Q. On what' sort of corn did the inha- 
bitants feed ? 



A. Chiefly wheat: a good deal of 1ft- 
diancorn was used by the lower orders. 

Q. Do you mean to state that all the 
corn had been removed ? 

A. There did not appear any propor- 
tion of the country cultivated with corn. 
It was mostly grass land we passed over. 

Cross-etamined by General fPhitelockc. 

Q. Were the difficulties arising from 
the swamps on the march, such as were 
usual, or did they not exceed any ac 
count we had of them ? 

A. I think the difficulties were very 
unusual, and far greater than we had 
any description of. 

Q. Was not the ground on each bank 
of the river swampy and difficult to cross 
with artillery, and were not the men 
obliged to wade through water on each 
day's march ? 

A. Ves, to both parts of the question. 

Q. How deep were these rivulets? 

A. There were some very deep: I 
have seen them above the mens waists. 

Q. Did the length of time on the first 
and second, arise from difficulties oppos- 
ed by the nature of the cavalry, awl 
could you not have marched in any other 
country with vour division in less time, 
and with less fatigue to the troops ? 

A. The difficulties did arise from the 
country being so swampy, and the difr 
culty ot bringing the artillery through. I 
conceive very tew countries could nave 
presented so many obstacles. 

Q. As the difficulty of establishing a 
body of cavalry has much of locality 
attached to it, state as nearly as you can 
the number of horses delivered to the 9th 
dragoons, how long fit for service and 
the casualties. 

A. The mounted only consisted of 000 
squadron. Some horses were trans* 
'ferred to the 17th light dragoons to act 
as mounted. 

Q. Had you no opportunity as an 
officer of cavalry, of knowing that the 
casualties in the cavalry were extraordi- 
nary, and consequently diminished the 
force of mounted dragoous, in an exces- 
sive degree? And did I not at Monte 
Video, by every means in my power 
facilitate mounting the cavalry r 

A, Certainly, Iconsidex it so. 
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txamined by the Court.- 

Q. Did the countrymen who brought 
you the order on the morning of the 5th 
inform you by what rout they came ? 

A. They informed me that they had 
found very great difficulty in avoiding 
the Spanish troops, and were frequently 
obliged to swim the rivers with their 
horses. They did not point out the rout 
by which they came. 

Q. Were the guns of your division 
drawn by horses Irom the time of ydur 
leaving the heights above Barragon on 
your march to Reduction ? 

A. They were drawn by horses and 
mules, which were certainly unable of 
themselves to bring them through the 
swamps. 

Q. Do you know what sort of place 
your stores were kept in at Monte Vi- 
deo? 

A. It was a room on the beach near 
the sea, then occupied by our quarter- 
master. It was a very large one. 

Lieutenant-colonel Henry Torre ns sworn 
and examined. 

Q. You were" on Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke's staff on the expedition 
against Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I was. 

Q. What situation had you on that 
staff? 

A. Military secretary. 

Q. State the substance of the infor- 
mation received by General Whitelocke 
previous to his leaving Monte Video, of 
the means and disposition of the enemy 
to resist, and the plans of the Spanish 
commander. 

A. The information which General 
Whitelocke received was very defective,* 
as wtf never had any direct communica- 
tion with Buenos Ayres. We heard, ge- 
nerally, that the military and the inha- 
bitants of Buenos Ayres had determined 
to defend it it to the last, that they had 
erected batteries in the principal streets, 
and that the ordnance mounted on them 
might be about 40 or 50 heavy can- 
non : every person from whom informa- 
tion could oe obtained was examin- 
ed as to the best situation for landing 
the army on the south side of the river. 
The Qaartcr-master-general and Captain 



Thompson of the navy, were sent to re- 
connoitre, and on their return the Ensi- 
nada was fixed upon as the most practi- 
cable part for disembarkation. 

Q. Was any information obtained of 
the effective force of the army under the 
Spanish General ? 

A. We heard, generally, that their 
army consisted of eight thousand men; 
but this information was vague, as some 
said eight, others ten, and others twelve 
thousand men. 

Q. Were you constantly with Gene- 
ral Whitelocke, from his landing at the 
.Ensinada to the evacuation of Bwenos 
Ayres ? 

A. Generally in attendance on him, 
but hot constantly, sometimes with the 
advance-guard. 

Q. During your march from Ensinada 
till your arrival before the town on the 
third, were you intrusted with the writing 
or delivery of any orders? 

A. Frequently. 

Q. Will you state, as far as your me- 
mory will admit, the orders you re- 
ceived ? 

A. On the evening of the 29th June, 
in . reply to a report from General 
Gower, that he had reached the heights 
of Ensinada Vale, I was directed to write 
to him, to desire he would be prepared 
to advance, on the Commander in Chief 
joining him the next day with the main 
column of the army. On the evening 
of the 30lh June, in reply to a dispatch 
from General Gower, I was directed 
to desire that he would halt on the 
ground where he reported himself, until 
the commander of the forces joined him 
the next day. 

Q. Have you a copy of this letter? 

A. All these orders w«e written on 
my knee in the field, and of course I had 
not the means of taking copies. I was 
directed about two o'clock on the morn- 
ing of the 2d July, to desire that Major- 
general Gower should advance that 
morning with the column under his com- 
mand, to feel his way over the Chuelo 
at any place fie might find it practicable 
, above the bridge, to take a position on 
the western suburbs of Buenos Ayres, 
• and communicate with the shipping, 
and to avail himself of any favourable 
opportunity of sending a summons to the 
Spanish General, referring to some pre- 
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vious conversation or communication different divisions of the army t>een ever 

which he had had on the subject of the confronted, or the accounts tney gave of 

terms to be granted, and stating gene- the country, compared with each otjier 

rally, that it was his, (the General's) in- by General" Whitelocke or by his order? 

tentions to support him. A. Before we left Monte Video none 

Q. Do you recollect whether there were confronted, because one of the 

was any expression in the letter relating guides did not like to appear to take an 

to General Gower advancing into the active part in the cause, least it should 

town? create a jealotwy on the part of the 

A. To the best of my recollection Spaniards and Indians; therefore every 

there was no such expression in the communication wu had with him was 

letter. private, ami he was never present when 

Q. Does your memory enable you to the other two, who were Americans, 

state whether any such expressions were were examined; but I know these two 

in the letter. were together, for they went up the river 

A. lean positively state there were no with the quarter-master-general, 

such expressions in it; the order was Q. To which division of the army 

to take a position on the western suburbs, were the two Americans attached ? 

and no further. A. One with General Gower, and the 

Q. Can you say what the expressions other with Lieutenant-colonel Mahon. 

were which communicated the intention Q. Do you know whether the guides 

of supporting him ? who were attached to the main oody, 

A. To the best of my recollection they under General Whitelocke's immediate 

were, that " I mean to support you command, and those guides who wert 

with the column under my immediate attached to General Gower, were ever 

command/' confronted, or their accounts compared, 

Q. Did the letter purport that Gene- so as to ascertain whether the two di- 

ral Gower was to march that day, or visions of the army marched in the same 

were there any expressions in the letter track ? 

which left the operations of the advance A. Never to my knowledge, 

corps to the judgment or discre- Q. The Lieutenant-general being, as 

tion of the Major-general, or was the you have stated, without information of 

order a peremptory one, like those issu- the strength or position of the enemy 

ed by a Commander in Chief to the of- without the town, were any, and what, 

ficers under his command ? attempts made, by reconnoitering, or 

A. The order was a peremptory one. otherwise, to ascertain it previous to the 

Q. Had any information been receiv- letter vou have just now described r 

«d of the strength and position of the A. 1 do not recollect that any steps 

enemy any time srfb*equent to the land- wefe taken to reconnoitre, except on 

ing at the Ensinada, and previous to the the evening of the first, horses were of" 

time you were speaking of, the night of dered for that purpose the next moru- 

the first. ing, but the reconnoissance did not take 

A. None whatever. . place. 

Q. Was it known at that time how Q. Do you know what information 

many passes there were over the Chuelo the Lieutenant-general received on the 

besides the bridge ? 1 st respecting the appearance of the sky, 

A. It was not exactly known. The or of bad weather, from the inliabitaiits 
Passo Chlco, from every information of the country .' . 
we had received, was supposed to be im- A. I understood that such of the im- 
practicable, at least there was a very tives as were attached to the Commis- 
great doubt as to its practicability. The sary-general's department, expressed 
guide told us, that by going up higher apprehensions as to a change of weather, 
we should find the source of the river; but I never was present at thisexami- 
the passo de Zamora was never men- nation. 

tion<d till we arrived at deduction, and Q. What were the last orders, on the 

he seemed to have only a faint idea of it. evening of the 1st July, respecting the 

Q. Had tlie guides attached to the operations of the army on the succeeding 

. day? 
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A. No orders whatever were issued muty, and when I renamed the troops 

♦hat night as to the next day's ope- were getting under arms, 

rations. Q. We have been told by a former 

Q. Had you been told bv General witness, that General Whitelocke pro- 

Whitelocke, on the first, whether he did ceeded on the morning before the order 

or did hot intend to halt tiie army on for march was given. At what hour 

the second I in the morning did you meet General 

A. General Whitelocke never actually W hitelocke? 

told me that such was his intention, but A. About half past seven or eight 

1 considered it to be so. o'clock. 1 went a little in the front of 

Q. State your reasons for forming that the line and met Colonel Bourke, who 

opinion. was returning from Gemral Gower, 

A. My reasons for forming that opi- having delivered tlie letter 1 had written 

iiion were, that the Admiral had sent that morning. 

an officer from the fleet, to know if we Q. Were you told by General White- 
wanted spirits or provisions, and the of- locke whether he intended to proceed 
iicer was directed to have a portion of to the advance corps, or to make the 
each landed by ten o'clock the next reconnoissance which had been decided 
morning, which, with the General'* in- on the preceding evening? 
tentiou to reconnoitre, 1 thought would A. General Whitelocke did not inti- 
occupy the most part of that day, so as mate to me his intention. When 1 re- 
not to Vive us time for £urtheV operations., turned from seeking Sir Samuel Auch- 

Q. At what hour was the ovder tor muty I found that the column had been 

inarching the next day given ? ordered to tile on, but I was not ac- 

A. At nine, or half past nine o'clock ; quainted with the precise direction it was 

I cannot exactly .say. to take until afterwards. 

Q. Was that order the first notice Q. Did you see Lieutenant-Colonel 

you received of the General's intention Bourke deliver General Gower's answer 

to march that day ? to General Whitelocke? 

A. It was the iirst intimation I received A. 1 believe he first delivered it to 

of his change of intention. me, and 1 delivered it to the Lieutenant- 

Q. Were there any expressions in the general, 

order you were directed to send to Ma- Q. What did General Whitelocke do 

jor-general Gower, which ascertained after receiving that letter ? Did henro- 

whether it was the intention of General ceecf or return, and what orders did lie 

Whitelocke to march on the second? give? % 

A. There was nothing in that letter A. lie had spoken apart to Colonel 

which led me to draw a conclusion as to Bourke, and 1 heard him say that he 

the period of General Whitelocke s ad- would send the 87th regiment to support 

vance. General Gower. I did not hear* him 

Q. Did any tiling pass, in conversa- say further. 1 then went to desire that 

tion with General Whitelocke, at that Sir Samuel Auchmuty would order that 

time, which allowed you to form any corps under arms, as" it composed part 

conclusion with respect to the Lieute- of his brigade, and 1 was a few yards on 

nanl-general's intention as to the opera- my way when the General called me 

tions of the army on the second? back to desire that Sir Samuel Auch- 

A. Nothing (Iropped in conversation muty would get the whole brigade under 

to enable me to draw any conclusion as arms ] could not rind Sir Samuel 

to the Lieutenant-general's movements Auchmuty, and on my return I found 

on that day. ' ^ that the orders which have been already 

Q. How soon after this conversation stated had been given out. 

did you see the lieutenant-general be- Q. What other orders were you di- 

ibre the order to march was given ? reeled to write or send to Colonel Ma- 

A. I saw him immediately after, and hon in the course of the second, third, 

before the order for the march was given, and fourth, July ? 

but I was not on the snot when it was A. On our leaving the ground from 

given. I had gone to Sir Samuel Auch- Reduction, there was an. order to Colonel 
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Mahon, merely to desire that he would 
proceed, and make what haste he could 
with the artillery and stores, and I was 
directed to point out the direction which 
our column took to Major Gwyn, who 
was left to take care of the sick and fa- 
tigued. In this order to Colonel Mahon 
he was ordered to get refreshments from 
the navy, to follow the Lieutenant-gene- 
ral as soon as possible in a S. W. 
direction. On the halt of the column 
that day, Captain Whittingham came to 
me with a message from the General, to 
desire that I would write to Colonel Ma- 
hon, ordering him to halt till further or- 
orders. On the evening of the third I 
wrote to Colonel Mahon, to desire he 
would advance with his detachment the 
next morning towards the bridge over 
the Chuelo, and to take a position out 
of the range of the enemy's tire, to re- 
main there till four o'clock. in the even- 
ing, when, if no orders were communi- 
cated to him, he was to return again to 
^Reduction. 

Q. How were you desired to send 
that letter ? 

A. I got a man, a native, who under- 
took to deliver the letter, but it was never 
received by .Colonel Mahon. 

Q. Did you receive any directions 
from General Whitclocke as to the mode 
in which the letter you have just spoken 
of was to be conveyed to Colonel Ma- 
hon? » * 

A. General Whitelocke directed me 
to find a person' to.coiivey the letter, and 
I employed an American who had some 
knowledge of the place and the in- 
habitants, who brought me a man who 
engaged to perform this service. On 
the evening of the 4th I wrote another 
order to Colonel Mahon, on the suppo- 
sition that lie had received the previous 
one, to desire that he would move to- 
wards the bridge early on the morning of 
the 5th, and remain out of gun-shot till 
orders were sent to him. This letter 
whs written about five in the evening, 
but was detained until eight. 

Q. "What directions did you receive 
as to the conveyance of the order of the 
fourth ? 

A. 1 was ordered to find a man to 
tnke it. I got a man from the Com- 
missary-general's department to carry it, 
on promising him a large reward. 



Q. The order of the evening of the 3d 
never having been received, are you 
perfectly satisfied as to its contents ? 

A. Perfectly sure and satisfied. 

Q . Was it known at any time, and how 
soon, after your arrival at the Miserare, 
that the enemy had abandoned his po- 
sition at the bridge over the Chuelo? ' 

A. There was nothing heard as to its 
evacuation during the day of the 4th. 

Q. Were any, and what, means taken 
to obtain information on that subject by 
patroles, or in any other manner? 

A. I do not know that any measures 
were taken to obtain that information. 

Q. State the substance of the informa- 
tion received from prisoners, and in any 
other wav, of the intention and means of 
the enemy to resist, subsequent to the ar- 
rival of the main body at Miserare? . 

A Two Spanish officers who were 
taken prisoners in the action of the 2d, 
stated t*iat it was the intention of the 
enemy to, receive us by moveable co- 
lumns, in the event ot the town being 
stormed, and not to occupy the houses. 
Captain Whittingham, who interpreted, 
and took a minute of their evidence, can 
give better information upon this subject 
than I can. 

Adjourned 'until to-morrow. 



FOURTEENTH DAY. 

Saturday, February 13. 

The Court being met, pursuant to ad- 
journment, Lieutenant-colonel Toireni 
was again called and further examined. 
Q. I Jo you know of any information 
received from Mr. White on the sub- 
ject of the strength and intentions of the 
enemy to rcsltc? and if you do, sta\e 
what it was. 

A. I do not recollect any particular 
information received from Mr. White, 
except that he did not conceive the force 
in Buenos Ay res to exceed mx thousand 
men, and I believe he expressed his con- 
fident expectation that the enemy would 
surrender if we gained a position on each 
flank, that is, the Plaza del Toros and 
the ttesidencia. 

Q. I ) id you hear from Mr. White, or 
from any other quarter, any information 
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of the intentions of the enemy to occupy the interdiction the Court has permitted 

the Hat roots of the houses ? me, 1 trust 1 shall be able to draw the 

A. I heard, generally, that the enemy line, 
intended to defend the town in that man- The question was again repeated, 
ner, and the first intimation I received to A. Shortly after my arrival at head 
the coutrary, was the examination of the quarters, Lieutenant-colonel liourke re- 
two Spanish officers. I never heard M/. turned from having visited the out-posts 
White say any thing on the subject. on the evening of the 3d, and General 

Q. Were you in attendance with Ge- Wlutelocke then mentioned to us both, 
neral Whitelocke from the time of the particularly addressing himself to Colo- 
junction at the Miserere to the close of nel Bourkc, that he had in hU hand a 
the 4th July? paper containing the plan of attack for 

A. I was with him at the period of the the next day. lie said, that it was sug- 

j unction, but from that time I did not nested by General Gower, and expressed 

see him till about 4 o'clock, iiimsclf extremely averse to it, on the 

Q. Will you proceed to state the score of its inhumanity, lie said, he 

times during which you were in attend- would certainly era/e tfie order for mak- 

ance on General Whitelocke, from that ing no prisoners, and that, before the 

period to the close of the 4th of July, plan was carried into execution, he 

and how you were employed; relating to would again send a summons to General 

the Court what passed between General Linicrs. Colonel ftourke said it was a 

Whitelocke and yourself on the subject very novel kind of attack, and also 

of the attack, and the occurrences re- thought it would be attended with the , 

luting to the attack on PxienQS A vies, sacrifice of a great many lives, but added, 

and the operations of the army under that, in his opinion, he thought it would 

his command. succeed. 1 merely remarked, from tlie 

This question was objected to by the weather having set in to rain, it was 

Court. necessary some prompt measure should 

Judge Advocate. — A paper has been be adopted. This was all that passed at 
put into my hand, by which it is objected that time. Shortly after General Crau- 
asking the "witness, generally, as to the furd came to head quarters, aud the 
conversations which passed between him General addressed himself to him pretty 
and General Whitelocke. From the much in the same terms he had to Co- 
situation he held, some of these conver- lonel Bourkc. General Craufurd and I 
sations may be, by no means, fit to be looked over the plan of the town, and 
disclosed; some conversations might were applying the plan of attack to it, 
have occurred respecting the officers when he started a difficulty, from an 
under General Whitelocke, which it idea that it was intended to penetrate 
would be neither necessary nor proper down the centre, instead of making an 
to state to the Court. Undoubtedly the impression on the flanks. He said he 
question I meant to have put must nave would go and talk to General Gower 
been misapprehended, as 1 meant only upon it. A few moments after General 
such conversations as related to the ope- Craufurd's departure, I found, however, 
rations of the army. Those of a nature that he had made a mistake, and that 
strictly confidential it was by no means there was no such intention in the plan. 
my wish or intention to enquire into. 1 do not recollect any further con versa- 
Having premised this, Colonel Torrcns tion at that lime. I was busied in mak- 
will be so good as to answer the question ing copies of the plan of attack to deli- 
M'ithout adverting to any tiling of a strict- ver to the different columns, and it was 
ly confidential nature. understood it was to take place next day 
* ColomlTorrcns. — I am greatly obliged at half past twelve o'clock. General 
to the Court for relieving me from a Gower engaged to bring the brigadiers 
most unpleasant situation. There cer- to head quarters bv eight o'clock, to re- 
tainlv are circumstances which occurred ceive their final instructions. Next 
between General Whitelocke and myself morning General Whitelocke desired me 
of a strictly confidential nature, aud, to write a letter to General Lin Mr* 
which 1 should have held sacred : with which letter, 1 believe, lias appeared v.i 
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the public papers. General Whitelocke "Whitelocke was absent from head-quar- 
wrote tlit* letter himself — I copied it- ters, from the time of establishing head- 
General Whitelocke also wrote a circu- quarters at the Miserere to the close of 
lar letter to the brigadiers, saying, that tlie 4th of July ? 
he was obliged to adopt this plan of at- A. I do not recollect that General 
tack, in consequence of the local incon- "Whitelocke was absent from head-quar- 
venienciesiuulei which the army labour- ters during that period, except for the 
ed, or some words to that purpose, call- hour I have already mentioned. 1 am* 
ing on them to make every exertion in not quite clear of its being an hour, it 
their power, to prevent the elTusion of might have been more, 
blood which might be expected from it. Q. What was the distance of Whitift 
Shortly after, General Gower and the house from- the entrance of the town? 
brigadiers came to head-quarters, and I A. '1 ne suburbs are so extended, it w 
was sent out of the room with the rest of impossible for me to say what is the en- 
the staff. I understood when theconfe- trance of the town — perhaps 250 yardi 
fence broke up, tliat the attack was de- in the rear of General Craufurd'sdivi- 
ferred until six o'clock the next morning. 6ion, that was at the Coral de Miserere. 
Shortly after, about ten o'clock, Laccom- Q. Did General Whitelocke ever in* 
paniea General Whitelocke to view the form you f whether lie had formed any 
position, and I believe he returned in other plan for the attack of the tows 
the course of an hour, having gone to besides tliat given in your evidence ? 
the centre, where he held some cohver- i\. I never understood from General 
sation with several of the officers: very Whitelocke that he had formed any 
likely General Craufurd was one, as he precise plan : he bad an idea even be* 
was posted there, but I am 'not clear fore he left Monte Video^ of proceeding 
upon that subject. Nothing particular to the north-west of Buenos Ayres, ana 
occurred that day that I know of; every throwing his left flank on the river for 
'thing was arranged for the attack next the purpose of communicating with the 
morning, and the general officers of co- .navy. It was always his intention, how- 
lumns got their orders. ever, to be guided by local circunv 

Q. From the time of General White- stances, 

locke's arrival at the Miserere on the Q. I merely meant to know, had you 

3d, did be make any reconnoissance to- any knowledge of any plan of attack 

wards the town, previous to the close of subsequent to his arrival at the Coral, 

the 4th of July ? or a plan of attack at any time ? 

A. Not that I know of. A. None whatever subsequent to his 

Q. How near were your quarters to arrival, 

that of the Lieutenant-general? Q. Having stated that you accorri- 

A. 1 was quartered at the same place, panted General Whitelocke the only 

in White's House. time that he left head-quarters after his 

Q. Then if he made any such recon- arrival at the Miserere, did he then 

Doissance, must not you have known of it ? visit the advance post of the army, or 

A. From the situation 1 held, 1 must how far did he proceed in that direction? 

naturally have known of it. A. General Whitelocke. did not go 

Q. How soon after his arrival at the further than the left of the Coral, where 

Miserere, were the head-quarters esta- the centre brigade was then parading, 

blished at White's house? Q. -Was the station of the Comman- 

A. Immediately after our junction der of tho forces where he was to be 

with General Gower, I heard General found on the day of attack, ever notified 

Whitelocke ask hiin, which would be to the other officers of the army to your 

the best situation for head quarters, and knowledge ? 

General Gower pointed out White's A. It was not notified to my know- 
house ; but I do nut know what time it led^e, and 1 never heard it mentioned 
was established, as I did not go there that day. 
myself for an hour after. Q. Was the place of retreat, if re- 

Q. State for what length of time to- treat became necessary, ever not'Uied to, 

gather aud at what period, General the officers of the arm v ? 
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A. No provision was made for retreat; A. They were led to suppose so, and 

I beljeve the general idea was, that our it was attempted, 

operations would be crowned with com- Q. Had the description of the road 

ptete success. from the Ensinada to Buenos Ay res, 

Q. Have you any other information particularly across the swamp given us 
to give the Court on the subject of the by the guides, led us to have a just con- 
charges you have heard read ? ception of the difficulties which we after- 

A. The question puts me in an awk- wards experienced? 

ward predicament, for it is difficult for A. I always understood from the 

me to know what may attach to the Ge- guides, that the swamp ran parallel to 

Herat's conduct in any way, but 1 be- flie banks of the Plata, but their descrip- 

lieve I have given every information to tion never gave an adequate idea of the 

the Court that my recollection at present difficulties we encountered, 

permits me. Q. In tlie course of your former ser* 

Judge Advocate. — It is with the ge- vices in tlie lust and vVest Indies, on 

neral view to obtaiu all the information the continent of Europe and elsewhere, 

we can from the witness that that ques- did you ever witness .the march of an 

tion is put. When he says that he has army through a swamp like that between 

stated all he knows, it is enough ; but if tlie Ensinada and the heights of Barra- 

ke wishes to amend or add afterwards, gon ? 

he may do so. A. I never recollect in any of these 

A. Generally speaking, T think I have countries to have inarched through a 

stated all that I know, but I should not tnarbh sucii as that from the bay to tlie 

like to take upon myself tlie responsi- heights of Barragon. 

biiity of saying, that there were uo other Judge Advocate. — You stated in your 

circumstances ; but I do not recollect answer to the first question put by Ge- 

any other at this moment. -neral Whitelocke, that tlie disposition 

of tlie inhabitants was so hostile as to 

Cross-examined by General IVhitdockt. make it impossible to procure intelli- 
gence. If it was impossible to procure 

Q. Did I avail myself of every means intelligence by fair means, why were not 

and opportunity to provide guides and the usual means resorted to After the 

information, and was not the disposition landing at the Ensinada, by forcing per- 

of the country so hostile to us as to make sons capable of giving information, by 

it very difficult to procure any satisfac- making strong and extensive patroles of 

tory intelligence ? light troops, or was the necessity of that 

A. The disposition of the country was obviated by strong and extensive recon- 

so hostile that it was almost impossible noitring parties? 

to procure an\ intelligence that was sa- A. It was impossible to see any of 

tistactorv. General Whitelocke cer- the peasantry as they evacuated the 

tainly did avail himself of the assistance country on the inarch of the army. The 

of such people as w ere willing to afl'ord only two men that remained were seiz- 

information. ed, and no such patroles or reconnoi- 

Q. Was not the disembarkation much tring parties were ever formed. 
retarded by our being obliged to go to a 

small creek, instead of landing on the Examined by the Court. 
beach as we were led by our guides to 

suppose we might? Q. Do you know how far the Passo 

. A. Certainly, if the water had been de Zamora* where the main body of the 

of sufficient draught to enable the army army crossed the Chuclo, is below the 

to land with an extended front, the de- source of that river ? 

barkation would have been much more A. I do not. 

expeditious. Q. In the course of your examination 

O. Were we not led to suppose by you have said, that on" the 3d you had 

the guides that the men would land a conversation with General Whitelocke 

on the Ensinada from the beach, and and Colonel Iiourke. Do you know 

was it not attempted ? whether General Whitelocke and Co- 
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lonel Boiirke had held anv conversation 
on the plan, on the. 3d, previous to that 
which you have stated ? 

A. Not that I am acquainted with : 
and I am inclined to think that was the 
first conversation on the subject, but I 
cannot speak with certainly on that 
point. 

Q. In that conversation are you sure, 
©r do you know, who first stated or pro- 
posed to erase, that particular part of 
the plan relating to making no prisoners* 

A. To the -best of my recollection it 
was General Whitelocke, but I am not 
clear upon that point. 

Q. Do you know the distance from 
the bridge where Colonel Mahon was 
ordered to halt to the nearest part of 
the town r 

A. To the nearest part of the town 
It may be three miles or three and a halt ; 
I cannot speak with precision — the Spa- 
niards call the bridge four miles from the 
centre of the towrt. * 

Q. Do you know how far it is from 
the bridge to the Residencia? 

A. I cannot speak with certainty, but 
should suppose about three and a half 
miles. 

Q. Having stated that no pat roles 
were sent out, how was it ascertained 
that the constantias in a western or any 
other direction were deserted > 

A. They were always found to be 
evacuated on the arrival^ of the advance 
guard of the advance column. 

Q. Do you know what were the in- 
conveniencies alluded to in the letters 
from General Whitelocke to the Briga- 
diers which induced General Whitelocke 
to adopt the plan of attack ? 

A. These inconveniencie3 arose from 
the heavy rains then falling, and the pro- 
bable want of provisions: a want experi- 
enced at the moment, for the men had 
been without spirits for several days. 

Q. Might not a communication have 
been established with the shipping at 
that time ? 

A. If we had taken an extended cir- 
cuit to the left, we might perhaps have 
communicated with the snipping, but 
certainly not without an action. We 
must have moved our position in order 
to communicate with the navy ; a move- 
ment of considerable force, to have esta- 
blished such communication ; but if it 



was meant to go to the Plaza del Toros 
we could not. There might have been 
a communication from the Recolita with 
the river from the left of the army. 

Captain Maxwell sworn and examined. 

Q. Were you aide-de-camp to Major- 
general Gower upon the expedition 
against Buenos Ay res ? 

A. 1 was. 

Q. Did you at any time, and when, 
receive a letter from* General Gower, 
purporting to come from General White- 
locke on the 2d of July ? 

A. I did receive many letters. I do 
remember one on the 2a of July. 

Q. Did you see the contents of that 
letter,? 

A. 1 did not. 

Q. Was the letter of which you now 
speak and which you destroyed on 
trie 4th, that which you destroy ed to pre- 
vent its falling into the hands of the 
enemy ? 

A. I did not see the contents of the 
letter, therefore caunot speak positively. 

Capt. Whittingham sworn and examined* 

Q. You were on General White- 
locke's staff on the expedition against 
Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I was an extra aide-de-camp to 
General Whitelocke. 

Q. Did you, by General Whitelocke's- 
direction, convey any letter.written by 
his orders to Colonel Mahon on the 2d 

of July? 

A. "No, I did not. 

Q. You were not then sent at any 
time on the march from the Ensinada to 
Buenos Ayres, to convey any orders to 
Lieutenant-colonel Mahon ? 

A. No, I was not. 

Q. After the arrival of the main body 
of the army at the Miserere, did you at 
any time, and when proceed into thfe 
town of Buenos Ayres with a flag o 
truce, and for what purpose ? 

A. On the morning of the 4th, I was 
sent into the town of Bueno3 Ayres with 
a flag of trute, and a letter to General 
Liniers. 

Q. Did you see the contents of that 
letter ? 

A. No, I did not. 
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Judge Advocate. — I now put a copy Q. Do you know what information 

qftne letter alluded to into the witness's was received from Mr. White ? 

Jiands, which has been admitted by Ge- A. I do not. 

peral Whitelocke. Q. Was the station in which the 

The letter was addressed from Lieu- Commander in Chief was to be foundon 

■tenant-general Whitelocke to General the day of attack, notified to your know** 

Jiniers. See Appendix ledge, in orders or otherwise to the Ge* 

Q. Did you bring back an answer? neral or other officers of the army ? 

A. I waited for half an hour according A. 1 do not know that it was. 
.to my orders. The answer was not Q. Were the points of retreat, if re- 
brought, and 1 returned. treat became necessary, notified in or- 

Q. How far did you proceed into the ders or otherwise to the General and 

town on that occasion ? other officers of the army. 

A. Little more than a mile from bead- A. Not that I know of. 

quarters. Q. Were you quartered at White*! 

Q. Did you communicate to General house, or where ? 

Whitelocke the observations you had A. I was quartered at White's house 

made on the strength and position of the with General Whitelocke. 

enemy ? Q. Did the Lieutenant-general mak$ 

A. I saw .nothing but their outposts, any recounoissance towards the town? 

At the time I was there all hostilities were A. 1 was. not present at any. 

suspended. Q. Do you know of any having beep 

Q. Did you examine the persons who made ? 

were taken on the 2d ? A. I do not. 

A- I examined two of them. Q. If any had been made, must you 

Q. State the account they gave you have known of it ? 

of the frontier and disposition to resist, A. 1 think I should. 

#nd strength of the enemy. General tVldtelocke. — I have many 

A. They sajd, that previous to their questions to ask Captain Whittingham, 

Ifeaving the town the principal defence but I will reserve tjiem for my defence. 
h&d been prepared on the side next the 

xiver, and that tliey had heard it re- Examined by tlie Court, 
ported that General Liniers meant to 

occupy the streets of Buenos Ayres with Q. Did you see General Liniers or 

columns of troops. That was all the hi- any of the principal officers, when you 

formation I could learn from them. went into the town with a flag of truqe ? 

Q. Did you learn when they left the or had you any conversation with any 

-tpwn? pftho«e vou saw there? 

A. As well as I recollect they left the A. I did -not see General Liniers ; I 

town on the 1st. delivered the letter to an officer of ar- 

■CL Did you learn from them, or from tillery, who commanded that part of the 

any other information, whether the army outposts: I had no particular cbnyer* 

had evacuated the position they had at sation with him. 

the bridge ? Q. Did you examine the guides at the 

,A. I aid not. Ensinada? and were those at General 

.Q. Had ypu, from your knowledge Whitelocke's and General Gower's co- 

xjf the Spauish language, the means of lumns ever confronted ? 

pbtainiug information from any of the A- There was no particular exami- 

natives on the subject to which I have nation of the guides till we cam,e to Re- 

jalready referred, between the period of duction. 1 do not know that tbey were 

your arrival at the Mise rere ana the close ever confronted . 

of the 4th of July ; and if you had, s.tate The Judge Advocate then read Ge- 

the. circumstances ? neral Liniers' answer to. General White- 

A. The two officers examined ap- loc,ke^s letter of the 4th (for which see 

peared to me to be amongst the most Appendix, No. IX.) 
jotelligeut; I received no information 
whatever except from these two officers. 

■ ■ ■ M 
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'Rear-admiral Murray sworn and ex- 
amined. 

Q. Will you state whether any, and 
what means were taken to ascertain the 
propriety of landing at the Ensinada, in 
preference to any other place ? 

A. On my arrival at Monte Video, 
I found Admiral Stirling had sent Cap- 
tain Thompson up the rivet in the Fly 
sloop, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
best place for landing troops, and Admi- 
ral Stirling informed me, that the Ensi- 
nada was thought to be the best place : 
but the Quarter-master-eeneral, Lieute- 
nant-colonel Bourke, and Capt. Thomp- 
son, of the Fly, had been sent up the 
river by General Whitelocke, as he was 
particularly anxious to put his orders in 
force; that this plan was thought the 
best adapted for the purpose of landing, 
and was at that time fixed upon. 

Q. What means were taken, and with 
what j success, for provisioning the army 
on its landing, and its subsequent opera- 
tions? 

A. The transports which came from 
the Cape with me had nearly three 
months provisions for five thousand 
men. The greater part of these trans- 
ports went up the river with the troops, 
besides which there were, I think, two 
victuallers, with a quantity of provisions 
also for the army. 

a Q. What means were taken, with a 
view to the co-operation of the sea and 
land forces, more particularly when the 
latter obtained a position to the west of 
the town ; and what was the cause why 
such measures were not carried into ef- 
fect? 

A. I informed the General on leaving 
Barragon, that whenever he came to the 
water-side, I should communicate with 
bim of course. On the day after leav- 
ing Barragon, the transports were sent 
up the river by my direction, to anchor 
as near Buenos Ayres as the shallowness 
of the river would permit. The other 
transports and a victualler I kept in 
shore as near as I could go between 
Barragon and Buenos 'Ayres, for the 
purpose of landing provisions for the 
army, in case the General should have 
occasion for them. On the 1st of July, 
.perceiving the army on thek march to 



the village Reduction, t sent an officer 
on shore to communicate with the Gen* 
ral, and td ask if he was in want of any 
thing the squadron could supply. This 
officer returned on board the Nereid 
the next morning, and informed me that 
the General very much wished I would 
land bread and spirits for the army s the 

Quantity of which required would be 
irected by the officer commanding the 
division that was near the shore. A 
quantity was immediately landed, and 
the officer at that time observed that a 
depdt of provisions would be very neces- 
sary to be formed at Reduction. A 
quantity was accordingly ordered to be 
landed, part of which was on the beach, 
when the officer was informed that that 
division was to march on; of course 
there was no person to take the charge. 
Provisions were likewise ready to be 
landed if required, after the troops took 
possession of the Plaza del Toros. Three 
days provisions were ordered to be 
dressed for the troops when they dis- 
embarked at Barragon, and three days 
bread and spirits were reported tome 
to have been landed, I think on the 2d 
of July, for the division commanded by 
Colonel Mahon. More could have 
been landed if Colonel Mahon had 
wished for it. The transports having 
the heavy cannon were ordered to the 
westward of the town on the 3d of July, 
by the particular request of General 
\Vhitelpcke. Having received a letter 
from Col. Bourke, tne Quarter-master 
gen., I think on the 2d of July, stating 
that it was the general's direction that 
he should inform me of his intention of 
marching to the westward of the town. 
and resquesting I would order the vessel 
with the heavy artillery to that place. 
I likewise ordered the four gun-boats and 
such armed vessels as drew but little wt* 
ter, under the command of Capt. Thorns* 
son of the Fly, to the westward oT toe 
town, on the 4th of July, with the vessels 
having the heavy artillery on board; 
the gun-boats being ready to co-operate 
with the army whenever it should be 
thought necessary ; understanding by 
the letter from Colonel Bourke, as well 
as from a conversation that had passed 
between the General and myself, that it 
was his intention to proceed to the west* 
ward of the town. ' 
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<l. How near could the transports 
approach the shore at point Quilmes ? 

A. I think they might approach with- 
in near a mile, or thereabouts, as there is 
a channel within side the banks, but the 
depth of water is very uncertain, as it is 
governed so much by tHe wind, and falls 
suddenly with a N.N.E. and west wind, 
seven or eight feet. 

Q. How soon was it practicable to 
bring vessels to the westward of the 
town, with a view to land artillery and 
stores, and what facility did the mouth 
of the Chuelo afford for that purpose ? 
and state the cause why no attempt of 
that nature was made there or at any 
other point. 

A. To the westward of Buenos Ayres, 
and at Buenos Ayres, the water is so 
shallow that vessels could not with safety 
be allowed to remain within five or six 
miles of the landing-place ; for even the 
gun-brigs, which drew very little water, 
were frequently aground within two or 
three miles of the shore. The Chuelo 
at low water I understand to be nearly 
dry on the bar. I do not mean to state 
that there was any difficulty to land the 
cannon, as the boats which might have 
landed them were ready with the can- 
non in them when the truce was made ; 
•f course, while the truce was pending, 
aU operations of that kind were sus- 
pended. 

• Q. Do you mean to say that the 
circumstances stated in the answer to the 
last question presented insuperable obsta- 
cles to an attack on the east side of the 
town, by a portion of the troops conjointly 
with the navy, at the time the town was 
attacked on the west by the army ? 

A. I have no doubt that the gun-boats 
could have assisted in an attack on the east 
part of the town, but not so effectually 
as on the west ; and as I conceived that 
it was General Whitefocke's intention to 
attack the town from the west, the gun- 
boats were all there for that purpose. 

Q. What was the number of small 
craft, and other armed vessels drawing 
little water, employed in the expedition 
against Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I don't think there were more than 
five or six vessels that were of easy 
draught of water enough to assist in the 
attack on the town, for even one or two 
of the gun-boats which drew but little 



water were at times aground during the 
attack. 

Q. What number of seamen were 
landed with the' army on the 28th and 
29th? 

A. About 220 with officers were land- 
ed to march with the army. 

Q. Had you any communication with 
General Wnitelocke on the subject of 
the number of seamen that could be 
spared by the fleet, to assist the opera- 
tions of the army ? 

A. General Wnitelocke requested 
that 440 seamen might be landed, which 
number were ordered and sent up the 
river for that purpose ; but finding that 
the boats for landing the troops would 
require a greater number of men to man 
them, I informed the General that half 
the number would land with the first 
division, and march under his direction : 
and that he should have the other half 
after the troops were landed if he found 
it necessary. I had left the ships at 
Monte Video very short of men, having 
landed, at General Whitelocke's request, 
the marines of the squadron at Monte 
Video. When the troops were landed 
at the Ensinada, Captain Frazer of the 
artillery informed me he bad landed the 
horses, and he should have no occasion 
for more than $20 men first landed. 

Q. Subsequent to the landing of the 
troops, was any application made to you 
by General Whitelocke for the remain- 
der of the seamen ? 
• A. No. 

Q. Have you the letter from Colone) 
Bourke in your possession ? 

A. I thought I had it, but by some 
mistake I have left it among my papers 
at Portsmouth : but shall send for it if 
the Court think necessary. 

Qr Have you any thing further to 
state, or any further information to give 
the Court upon the subject of the two 
first charges, to the close of the evening 
ofthe4thof July? 

A. All I can say is, that General 
Whitelocke seemed very anxious to put 
the orders he had received *ui force, for 
which purpose every exertion was made, 
as far as I know. What occurred on. 
shore I cannot speak to, as I did not see' 
General Whitelocke again until tye 7tf* 
of July* 4 
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Questioned by Getetat WHttlocke. 

Q. Do' you feYnembfcr thfe circutn- 
stances of our landing, and lookinfe out a 
proper place for that purpose ? ana were 
not the men obliged to wade through the 
water, and was uie>e not a conskterafcle 
delay in being obliged td land at the 
creek? 

A. The lattdfag at first was certainly 
attended with the soldiers being wet in 
getting out of the boats; bdt there were 
not any great nunroef in this predica- 
inent. I believe about four or five boats 
at most. In about anf hour, however, a 
proper place was found fof landhtg the 
troops, Which tfas" perfectly convenient, 
and during the latter £art of the day, 
jtofc only the troops; fcut the artillery, 
janded without any difficulty. 
. Adjoarjfjed until to-morrow f 
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FIFTEENTH DAY, 

MONDAY, 15th FEBRUARY. 

i 

Thti Court being met pursuant to afd- 
jourrnrifcht, the Judgfc Advocate inti- 
rnated to the C^urt> that Lieutenant- 
colonel Torfins was in waiting, and 
Wished to explain arid correct sorne 
to&rts of his previous, evidence. 
Colonel Torrens being admitted, pro- 
ceeded to explain that part of his evi- 
dence which related to the orders issued' 
bf General tYhitelocke on" the 3d of 

July. 

Cdtonet Tbtrtht.:— About quarter of 
aft hour after Gerfefal Whitelocke's re- 
tard from the Coral the first time, I was 
riding in the centre with General Gower. 
Tfie pickets were erigaged, and in con- 
sequence of a report from an officer re- 
lative to some movements of the enemy, 
Cetieral Gower b'rdered the centre bri- 
gade to get under arms, and I hastily 
jffoceeded tb head quarters, to report 
the circumstances to the General, and 
to propose withdrawing the pickets, as 
an inducement to the enemy to leave 
their fortresses in the town. General 
"Whitelockp consented to this proposi- 
tion, and: immediately mounted his horse 
and proceeded to the cqptre. In the 
course of a quarter of an hour, or twenty 



minutes, fr was found that the movement 
was not attended with the desired suc- 
cess: General Whitelocke tlierefore or- 
dered the posts to be resumed, and 1 re* 
turned to. head quarters. It was subse- 
quent to his return that the examination 
of the Spanish officer took place, as I 
have already related to the Court. I do 
not recollect any tiling further on that 
day. One part of my evidence I wish very 
much to explain : the letter that was 
Written to General Gower on the 2d of 
July was signed by me, although die* 
tated by the General : therefore/ the ci- 
tation which I gave from it, with regard 
to the General's intention of supporting 
the advance column, was incorrect, in- 
asmuch as it was expressed in the Gene- 
rals person. I should have stated, " it is 
the intention of the Commander-in-chief 
to support you with the corps under his 
command. 

Q. How long was the General absent 
from bead-quarters at the time you 
have been speaking of, and did be thea 
make any reconiioissance of the town ? 

A. He was about twenty minutes ab* 
sent, and did riot make any recomioisr 
sance of the town to my knowledge. 

Captain John Squires sworn and ex~ 
ambied. 

Q. Were you the commanding officer 
of engineers, on the expedition against 
Buenos Ay res? 

A f I was. 

Q. Had you any pontoons under your 
command, for the use of the army ? 

A. There were six pontoons, with their 
carriages complete, embarked at Monte 
Video. I understood they were in pre- 
paration for the passage of the Cliuelo. 
Part of them were landed on the 38th of 
June, and afterwards re-embarked by 
the Quarter-master-general. 

Q. Were they ever made use of dur- 
ing the expedition for any purpose ? and 
if they were not, what was the reason? 

A. That belongs to the Quarter-mas- 
ter-general ? s department; he told me 
there would not bfc any occasion to ■ dis- 
embark any thing but a few entrenching 
tools. Point (juilmes was the only 
place they could afterwards be disem- 
barked at; I do not know why they 
were riot disembarked there. 
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. , Q. Might they not have been disem- 
barked at point Quilmes if it had been 
thought advisable ? 

. A. I cannot speak to my own know- 
ledge. 

. Q. State the quantity of entrenching 
tools that accompanied the army when 
delivered out, and in what proportion ? 

A; Very /ew eu{renching tools were 
disembarked, merely sufficient to fill a 
small hand-cart. After the action of the 
second we found two carts of the enemy 
with a few;* these were all the troops had 
witfc them to the close of the 4th July. 

Q. Were ypu possessed of any plan of 
the tpwn of Buenos Ayres* previous to 
the landing at the Ensinada ? And pre- 
vious to your leaving Monte Video had 
vou any communication with General 
w hitelocke on the subject of the most 
eligible arrangement for establishing the 
troops hi the vicinity of Buenos Ayres? 

A, I obtained a plan of the town 
from lieutenant-colonel Bourke on ray 
arrival at Monte Video with General 
Craufurd- The Commander in Chief 
never did me the honour of consulting 
me; I never considered myself consult- 
ed previous to the attack, or relative to 
any of the operations of the army. 

C$. From your local observations of 
tie environs of the town, the position of 
the country, and the grounds in its vi- 
cinityy are you of opinion that it would 
rjave allowed batteries to be established 
against the place } 

A. t do not think they could with 
convenience have been established on 
the side of the Coral de Mjserere. The 
town could not be said to be command- 
ed from that side; but t think the ground 
on the north side of the river would have 
been very favourable. 

Q. "What relation had the Recolita to 
the town ; and if that ground had been 
occupied, what effect would it have had 
on the operations of the army in commu- 
nicating with the shipping? 

A. The Itecolita was about one and. a 
half or two miles from the suburbs of the 
town, and to the best of my judgment 
would have been an advantageous po- 
sition to have occupied, because of the 
connection with the shipping. 

Q. Did any thine ever pass between 
you and General Whitelocke on the 
subject of your holding communication 
with General Gower. 



A. On the first of July, when the co- 
lumns separated, with the consent of the 
Commander in Chief, I accompanied 
general Gower, and did not see General 
whitelocke until the third, when he ex- 
pressed himself dissatisfied with me and? 
Captain Frazer, because he said we at* 
tached ourselves to General Gower. 
He then desired ine to remain near his 
person till the day of the attack. There- 
was . a long conversation, in which 
the General expressed himself with 
warmth on the subject, and directed me 
not to hold so much communication in 
future with General* Gower. 

Q. Would the Recolita, if occupied,, 
have been, in your judgment, a favour- 
able point from whence to have carried 
on operations, and to have established 
batteries in advance against the town* 

A. It would have been a favourable 
point to have occupied, with a view to 
the further operations of the army. 

General Whitelocke declined, for the 
present, asking the witness any ques- 
tions. 

Examined by the Court. 

Q. Can vou state whether the con- 
versation which passed between you and 
General Whitelocke, on the subject of 
your not holding communication with 
General Gower, passed before or after 
1 o'clock on the 4th. 

A. The circumstances I have just 
stated bring to my recollection, that the 
conversation took place about 2 o'clock 
on the 4th. 

Q. Did you never offer your opinion 
to General Whitelocke on the best 
means of attacking the town, although 
he did not consult you on the subject? 
and if you did not, what were your rea- 
sous for not doing so ? 

A. I never did offer my opinion: I 
should not have thought myself justified 
in doing so. I should not have pre- 
sumed to do so unless I had been con- 
sulted. 

Captain Alexander Dixon, sworn and 
examined. 

Q. Were you captain of artillery on 
the expedition against Buenos A) res ? 
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Q. Under whose command did you 
march to the heights, and how many 
pieces of artillery were with your division 
of the army ? 

A. Under Lieutenant-colonel Mahon. 
From the heights, above Barragon, only 
five pieces; we were not joined by any 
on the march from that to Reduction. 

Q. Was the march of your division of 
the army delayed by the necessity of 
baiting for the artillery to come up ? 

A. Certainly, in passing water- 

• courses ; but not in any considerable de- 
gree. 

General Whitelocke declined cross- 
examining this witness for the present. 

Examined by the Court. 

Q. Was the artillery drawn by the 
usual number of horses ? 

A. By horses and seamen, with the 
assistance of artillery-men, and occa- 
sionally by detachments from the in- 
fantry. . 

Q. Was there an additional number 
of horses embarked for expediting the 
movements of the artillery } 

A. There were six horses embarked 
for each gun,Jwith its attendant carriage; 
these were two more than are used in 
England. 

Q. Were all the horses landed at the 

• Ensinada ? 

A. On landing the horses, through the 
awkwardness of the persons employed, 
upwards of 40 made their escape. They 
diminished daily, and to give an account 
of them is totally out of my power. . 

Brigade-major Roche sworn and ex- 
amined. 

Q. Were you in Brigadier-general 
Lumley's staff in the expedition against 
Buenos Ayres? 

A. I was the General's brigade-ma- 
jor. 

Q. Did you at any time on the third 
July go into the town of Buenos Ayres 
with a flag of truce? State on what occa- 
sion you went and what passed. - 

A. About midnight on the second I 
received a message from General Gower 
to come to his quarters. He told me 
that I was to go into the town of Buenos 
Ayres at day-light the next morning, 



with a flag of truce, to summon the 
town to surrender to the British govern- 
ment. He gave me written instructions 
to take with me, and I proceeded into 
the town, according to orders, with these 
instructions. In obedience to the Gene* 
ral's orders I was on horseback at day- 
light, with a corporal of the 17th light 
dragoons, carrying a flag of truce, and a 
trumpeter. I asked the General's per- 
mission to take with me a Spanish of- 
ficer, that no time might be lost in 
finding the shortest way into the town ; 
but in passing the British out-posts, the 
field-oflicer commanding recommended 
that I should take a party of the rifle- 
corps with me, and I accordingly took 
one officer and twelve privates. We 
proceeded with some difficulty, but I 
penetrated a considerable way into the 
town before I was stopped. Alter some 
considerable delay, General Elio, the 
Spanish General, second in command, 
came to me ; and on making known to 
him the order I had the honour to con- 
vey, he said I could not see General 
Liniers on any account; but that if I 
had any communication to make from 
the English General he would convey it 
to him. I told him I had the honour to 
carry proposals for the surrender of the 
town. He conversed in Spanish with a 
great deal of animation, and said that 
they possessed sufficient strength and 
spirit to defend the town ; but as it ap- 
peared to me of great importance, if 
rossible, to commence some negociation, 
endeavoured to draw him into it ; but 
the only thing he would consent to was, 
that I should return to my General, in 
order that he might make such com- 
munication as he thought proper in 
writing. Upon this I returned and ao» 
quainted General Gower; he immedU 
ately wrote a letter, which I carried back, 
General Elio would never let me enter 
into the particulars of my instructions, 
though I endeavoured to represent to 
him bur force, &c. 

Here the written instructions of Major 
Roche were read ; (for which see Ap- 
pendix, No. X.) 

Q. State how far you advanced into 
the town when you went with General 
Gpwer's letter, and what passed. 

A. I returned nearly to the same 
spot., and nothing particular occurred 
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between myself and the Spanish officer 
(who was a Frenchman in the Spanish 
service) to whom I delivered the letter. 
I understood General Liniers was not in 
Buenos Ayres at the time. I did not see 
General Elio, and the letter was deliver- 
ed to an aide de camp. The town ap- 
peared to be in a state of great confu- 
sion, the whole an armed mob, and all 
drunk. I brought the answer to that let- 
ter, for which I waited near an hour and 
a half, during which time they paid very 
little respect to the flag of truce, and but 
for the rifle' corps I am sure I could not 
have got back. 

Q. now long were you when. you 
went into the town the first time ? 

A- A full hour: the conversation I 
had with General Elio might have last- 
ed about half an hour. 1 saw several 
officers with him, and endeavoured to 
impress upon his mind the effusion of 
blood that must follow further hostilities. 
The aide de camp seemed particularly 
desirous to learn what the Spanish loss 
was ill the action of the night before, 
which I took care not to diminish ; but 
I told him, with truth, that there were 
eleven guns taken, and that they had 
lost a considerable number of men in 
killed and wounded. 

Q. You stated that General Liniers 
was not in the town : can you state who 
wrote the answer ? 

A. r cannot take upon me to say who 
wrote the answer. 

Q v Can you state how far you did 
proceed into the town beyond the 
suburbs? 

A. Within less than a quarter of a 
mile of the fort. 

Q. What were the nature of the dif- 
ficulties which you stated you met with 
in your advance ? 

A. Considerable firing, which never 
ceased: I was aware that the difficulty 
did exist,, from having been sent into 
Monte Video in the same way. 

Q. Did you see any and what pre- 
parations for the defence of the town ? 

Q. The houses were all barricaded 
and shut up, and the whole population 
armed. I saw. ho guns. All descrip- 
tions of people, men and boys, were 
armed. I delivered the answer, and 
communicated every thing I had ob- 
strvtd. 



Cross-examined by General Whitclocke. 

Q. You have said that General Elio 
expressed himself with considerable 
animation : can you recollect his expres- 
sions, and how they particularly ap- 
plied ? 

A. The literal translation of the words 
were, " we possess sufficient strength 
and courage to defend the town." He 
put his hand upon his breast and said, 
with great energy, " we possess spirit 
and strength." 

Q. From your intercourse with the 
inhabitants, and in consequence of your 
knowledge of the Spanish language, can 
you state who were the instigators and 
principal actors in the breach of the 
treaty entered into with General Beres- 
ford? 

A. I had heard many names men- 
tioned. The people in power were said 
to be the instigators of it. Being em- 
ployed in that service by Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty, I had an opportunity to know 
that the people in power were, many of 
them, the instigators of the rebellion 
against General Beresford. 

* Examined by the Court. 

Q. Do you recollect whether General 
Whitelocke ever examined you on the 
subject of what you had seen when you 
went into the town of Buenos Ayres? 

A. 1 understood that every thing I 
had reported to General Gower had 
been communicated to General White- 
locke; and a day or two after he 
asked me some questions himself; but 
did not send for me particularly for that 
purpose. 

Q. Had you stated the whole of your 
instructions to the Spanish General at 
the time he so warmly expressed himself 
■against the surrender of the town * 

A. No ; 1 stated, generally, our great 
force, and the disposition of the Com- 
mander in Chief to do every thing that 
humanity could suggest; and that all 

Frivate property should be respected, 
did not touch on the Spanish prisoners 
of war. 

Q. Did you learn from General Elio 
or his aide de camp, whether the bridge 
was evacuated, and whether the whole 
force of the Spanish army was in the 
town? ... 



.A. Nothing relative to the evacuation acquainted with all particulars. Sup- 

of the bridge took place. 1 had endea- i posing that he alluded to the service in 

voured to impress on them that we had general, the next or following day J 

defeated the whole Spanish army the called upon the deputy ,Quartex-ma^tor 

-night before. general, and requested all necessary in- 

Q. Was that article respecting the -formation as far as concerned my fler 

surrender of the civil officers ever men- -partment, relative to, the expedition up 

•iioned to General Elio, or did he parti- the Plata. He intimated to me that. as 

•cularly object to it? the landing would not be more than 

A. Certainly not: I thought it best, -five or six miles ;from the town, it wou# 

,in the disposition I found him, not to )be only necessary for .me t&sepd one qf 

.mention the subject. ' 'theoracers of my department thither 

r -^i d // / r> n - „•.„„... ~» as soon as possible with the ,lasso men, 

Joseph Bullock, Esq Comm starve- ^ Qrd £ sd u , e ^^ 

neral, worn and examined. thmg else m ^ way ^V, '^ 

<i. Were you at the head of the com- .might be found op the $ppt. Conceiving 

imiesariate employed on the expedition therefore, that nothing more was wantep 

-against Buenos Ay res? and have you of me, I did not trouble the, Cprni^an- 

any return of the amount of the provi- der of the forces with. any dirftjt va^plif 

1 sions embarked for that expedition? cation relative to; whatnjight be requii?e$l 

A. I was. Here are the returns. »of me. i, thought, it .wppply further, ne- 

[Here the witness put in the returns df oessary ,to suggest < the expediency ,# 

-the quantity, of provisions embarked -at .landing seven days, supply, of provisions 

iMonte Video, and landed at theljtisi- immediately after the trgppsJiad landed; 

nada;] in order- to guard against .want; aithpugp 

Q. What number of hordes >had been .IientenamVcolooeT Bourse gave .jne 

provided for transporting the provisions*? .reason tp hope that ,the British fen^s 

A. None : wo horses were-speoificalfy would be in -the town . of Buenos ifryftf 

provided for that department. There in the course of the secpnd or third <£%jr 

were about sixty dragoon horses appro- ^itfter. landing. .1 therefore ha4no reason 

priated for that purpose on the landing to expect the army woujd Juwe.liaJL&f 

•at the Ensinada. ttedious .a march to make, and conse- 

iQ. Were < there -any greater * number ^quenily I -did not think, of making anjr 

(than the sixty horees you <speak of em- preparation for furthering the : supplies; 

^ployed m 'transporting 'the provisions <but in-order : to coji^eytt^^ven days 

aqross the marsh? * provisions Ia had recpflamejftded to pe 

A. None. There weve only about iwd«d.uppntae>water > sre^e,l suggested 

-twenty-five that actually took' provisions She propriety ?of dtaking sjx ; smaU , apts 

*from the Ensinada. ^Many ofithe,oth«ffs with mules for that purpose. That 

broke loose, and lost the supplies .which ibsing approved of,r^ie^arts.an4 TOles 

^hey.carried,.aaid tjie- rest Avould not bear were embarked accordingly, 

any on their backs. _A. iWbat ,M»s< t&e place ; of 'Jang]ing 

^Q. Were there any -arrangements jinwmetedfXo^ouj? 

made, or awy communication owithf&e- A. The place of landin^w^Bfttjinfr 

iBeral Whitelocke, ibr adopting '&tn«de -mataditoii^e at.^ll. Jojity,kj^>it!jgpm 

to secure the necessary, supply of^prp- "£heiarjau»Bjjan«e/of jfcbe Sect's arriving 

-visionsfor the army w uVraarcb. ^ithei^nsin^a^^an^.^e^pp^goMig 

A. .Ou my arrival .at* Montevideo' on onshore, 

the 15Ui of June, .1 .waited. upon .the :fi.;l]l^n;)iad^oju|K^6^e^(c^nir^|Mii- 

Comnvander of the forces, jvhen he catWnr)vithJtheComnigiAder«p^tb^i^j^ 

introduced *«ne to l^eHtenaabcolonel *at}M^te[Vjdeo ire*p^ct^g the supjpjies 

Bradford, the. .deputy ^ad}utant«gcneral, for .the iarmy /previously to Jftayteg 

and Lieutenant-colonel Bourke, quap- -Montevideo, on the expedition. te,{$u- 

4er-master 'General, .and 3 Lieutenant- $nos Aytes ? 

*olonel Torrens the military secce* .A. -Jjnva jgeneralj way/I bad. Qriftftf 

iary ; observing, that .as L should have Ifttriiof June JLgave : tie Gfwyx&wfar jf 

much communication . jwith . these > «ffi- the forces a general statement of .alMbt 

cers, they were at liberty to make me supplies that were in the magazines at 
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.' A The* troops having in great part 
received their supplies daily after the 
4th of July, for several days from the 
same supplies, I should apprehend the 
quantity of biscuit remaining on the 
night ot the 4th might have been ade- 
quate for the supply of the whole army 
tor four or five days. There were also 
received supplies of meat, and there was 
tattle remaining much in the same pro- 
portion as biscuit. 

Q. Do you mean then to state that 
there were supplies of provisions for the 
army on the night of the 4th, both bread 
and cattle sufficient for four or five 
feysr 

A. Yes; but I cannot speak posi- 
tively. • 

Q. Yon have stated that after the 
arrival of the troops at Miserere, there 
was a regular supply of provisions, 
both bread and cattle ; was that in con* 
sequence of any previous arrangement, 
or solely from captures? 

A. Solely from captures* 

Q. Had .you any means of supplying 
the army with provisions subsequent to 
fhetr arrival at Miserere, if no provisions 
had been found there r 

A. I had none. 



trass-examined by Lieutenant-general 
IThitelocke. 

* . Q. Was not the quantity you have 
stated on the landing at Ensinada, of 
which you have delivered in a return, 
exclusive' of the three days provisions 
carried by men from the transports ? 

A. 1 understood it to be exclusive of 
them. 

Q, Your return states I7,0001bs. of 
biscuit left on the ground at Ensinada ; 
was not that the biscuit destroyed by the 
kicking of the horses, and was not a part 
of it lost in the swamp? 

A. A small quantity of it was re-em- 
barked, and the remainder of it was lost 
in the way pointed out in. the swamp. 

Q. Wat every exertion made by 
yourself and by Colonel Boorke to carry 
the bread and spirits on from Ensinada ? , 

A. Undoubtedly every possible exer- 
tion was made. 

t<2» Were hot a sufficient quantity of 
sheep procured before day-light m the 



morrrtnjoftheSOth^Us^rytWwIsfjJt 
army with two days' meat ? 

A". I have my doubts whether the 
quantity of sheep would supply the 
whole army to that extent, General 
Lumley's brigade and General Cratv 
raid's brigade having marched from thw 
ground previous to ray arrival. 

Lieutenant-general Whttetocke inter* 
rupted the witness, and observed, " thcrt 
never was any difficulty m obtaining 
provisions. I shall reserve that part for 
my defence.' 1 

Q. Might not m number of seamen 
lave assisted you In transporting provi* 
ons across the swamp ? 

A. They would have been of no use 
in the undertaking. 

Q. At what thne or* the day on the 2d 
of July was the delivery of biscuit made 
to Major-general Gower's advanced 
corps ? 

A. I cannot tell, not having been prw> 
sent myself. 

Q. What means had yon then of 
knowing that the delivery was made to 
them? 

A By the person who issued the sup- 
plies having given me different mtfsno- 
randums ot his knowledge oi the deli- 
very. 

Q. Did any person of the Commissary* 
general's department attend to receive 
orders at the head-quarters, or how went 
the General's orders conveyed to yon ? '' 

A. I invariably waited upon the Ge- 
neral in person, for such orders as hw 
might have to give relative to the soft 
plies.-— The witness withdrew. 



Lieutenant-colonel Bradford called, and 
examined by the Judge Advocate. 

Q. I believe, Sir, you were deputy 
Adjutant-general in the expedition 
against Buenos Ay res ? * 

• -A. 1 was* 

Q. Will you state the efifecthrt 
strength of the army when it embarked, 
or perhaps it would be better to state 
the effective strength oi the army on the 
landing at Ensinada ? 

A. 7822, exclusive of 2*0 sailors. 

Q. And the effective strength of die 
different corps bite which the amy was 
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. A. The deputy Commissary-general, forwards without any communication 

who had the charge of the department being made to me that it was to go 

at Monte Video previous to my arrival, forwards. The column under the com* 

had the arrangements to make for the mand of Colonel Mahon received four 

service of the department going on the or five days supply of bread and. spirits 

expedition ; and he bad directions to at Reduction, and the troops in general 

get a number of these lasso men, but was received fresh meat at different places, 

unable to procure or to induce more but not always to the full extent of what 

than four or five men, or thereabouts, they ought to have had, had there been* 

to proceed with the army. a sufficiency of cattle procured*. The 

'Q. Had you no men to take charge column under General Gower com- 

of the horses which were allotted to your menced also receiving bread near Bu- 

department, on the Janding at Eu«inada ? enos Ayres on the 2d of July. 

A. They being dragoon horses, the. Q. My question was, what order! 

dragoons were attached to them, to as- you received from General Whitelocke 

sist ia bringing on the horses with the np to the 4th of July ; you have only 1 

supplies. - given an account of the supplies ? 

Q. Had you any communication with, A. 1 had no actual orders, 

erorderfrom, lieutenant-general White- Q> State what supplies the army did 

facke, after .your arrival at the heights, receive: you have stated some supplies 

and during the march from thence to which the army received: state what 

Buenos Ayres, upon the subject of pro- supplies they had up to the 4th of Jury? ' 

visions and forage for the army, up to A. It is included in the statement I 

the night of the 4th of July, and if you have given in. 

had, state what it was ? Q. In the return ? 

Av I did not join Lieutenant-general A. Yes. 
> Whitelocke on the heights until the. 30th Judge Advocate. — Perhaps it may 
of June, when the army was preparing be as well to read now an order put into 
to march forward ; and I did not receive my hands by General Whitelocke ; as 
any orders from him relative to the the whole of tHe case is to be fully ex- 
supplies on the march, excepting the amined, I think it right to read it. It 
delivery immediately of a small quantity is given at head-quarters, and runs thus : 
of biscuit, which was carried acrosp the " The Commissary-general will take 
swamp ; but there not being time for its care, that one of his department is sent 
being delivered out, in consequence of forward with each body of the army » and 
the sudden movement of the troops, the fix his quarters as rfear the commanding 
greater part of that biscuit was ordered officer as possible, and take care that 
to be carried on after the army. The every possible exertion is used to obtain 
troops received meat sufficient for two the necessary supplies for the troops.* 
days previous to marchin*. The date is the 30th of June. 

Q. What were the orders you receiv- Q. Whence was that biscuit pro- 

«d during the whole of the march } cured ? You say, that after a time ther 

A. During the whole of the mareh of found biscuit sufficient on the 30tn of 

the 4th, at Quilmes, or Reduction, Ge- June? 

neral Whitelocke gave me reason to A. The chief of it was (bund in two 

hope that the army would receive sup- houses on the troops arriving at the 

plies from the shipping ; but I received Miserere. There had been bake-houses, 

|K> orders particularly upon this occasion, and bakers were employed to bake as 

When the army arrived near Buenos much as they could obtain. 

Ayres on the 3df of July, they received Is there a return of the provisions in- 

regularly supplies of biscuit as far as the the possession of the commissariate on 

jKghnents chose to send for that article the close of the 4th of July? 

to head-quarters, where the biscuit was A. Not specifically, 

cither found or baked. This goes only Q. Then state to the Court what 

to the mam Dart of the army, theco- provisions were in your possession as 

krnins imdjpr Major-general {rower har- Commissary-genend, on the close oftfce 

tnj proceeded throughout the mareh 4&*f AriyJ • - 
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. A The troops having in great part 
received their supplies daily after the 
4th of July, for several days from the 
tame supplies, I should apprehend the 
quantity ot biscuit remaining on the 
night ot the 4th might have been ade* 
uuate for the supply of the whole army 
lor four or five days. There were also 
received supplies of meat, and there was 
tattle remaining much in the same pro- 
portion as biscuit. 

Q. Do you mean then to state that 
there were supplies of provisions for the 
army on the night of the 4th, both bread 
and cattle sufficient for four or five 
<ays? 

A. Yes; but I cannot speak post* 
lively. - 

Q. Yon have stated that after the 
arrival of the troops at Miserere, there 
was a regular supply of provisions, 
both bread and cattle ; was that in con* 
sequence of any previous arrangement, 
or solely from captures? 

A. Solely from captures. 

Q. Had .you any means of supplying 
the army with provisions subsequent to 
their arrival at Miserere, if no provisions 
had been found there ? 

A. I had none. 



tross^xamned by Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke. 

~ Q. Was not the quantity you have 
stated on the landing at Ensinada, of 
which you have delivered in a return, 
exclusive* of the three days provisions 
carried by men from the transports ? 

A. 1 understood it to be exclusive of 
them. 

Q, Your return states I7,000lbs. of 
biscuit left on the ground at Ensinada ; 
was. not that the biscuit destroyed by the 
kicking of the horses, and was not a part 
of it lost in the swamp? 

A. A small quantity of it was re-em- 
barked, and die remainder of it was lost 
in the way pointed out in the swamp. 

Q. Was every exertion made by 
yourself and by Colonel Bourke to carry 
the bread and spirits oh from Ensinada ? , 

A. Undoubtedly every possible exer- 
tion was made. 

• ^Q. Were h& a sufficient, quantity of 
sheep procured before day-Jight in the 



mornintcftbe30th^tesuf^rythewn>le 
army with two days' meat ? 

A". I have my doubts whether the 
quantity of sheep would supply the 
whole army to that extent, GTenend 
Lumley's brigade and General Craw* 
fund's brigade having marched from the 
ground previous to ray arrival. 

Lieutenant-general Whitetocke inter* 
rupted the witness, and observed; " there 
never was any difficulty in obtaining 
provisions. I shall reserve that part to 
my defence." 

Q. Might not a number of seamen 
liave assisted you in transporting provi* 
ons across the swamp ? 

A. They would have been of no use 
in the undertaking. 

Q. At what thne of the day on the 2d 
of July was the delivery of biscuit made 
to Major-general Gower's advanced 
corps? 

A. I cannot tell, not having been pre* 
sent myself. 

Q. What means had yon then of 
knowing that the delivery was made to 
them ? 

A By the person who issued the tup- 
plies having given me different memo- 
randums ot his knowledge of the deli- 
very. 

Q. Did any person of the Commissary^ 
general's department attend to receive 
orders at the head-quarters, or how weris) 
the General's orders conveyed to yon ? f 

A. I invariably waited upon the Ge- 
neral in person, for such orders as he 
might have to give relative to the sup 
plies.— The witness withdrew. 



lieutenant-colonel Bradford called, and 
examined by the Judge Advocate. 

Q. I believe, Sir, you were deputy 
Adjutant-general in the expedition 
against Buenos Ay res ? ' 

> x>.' l was* 

Q. Will you state the effective 
strength of the army when it embarked, 
or perhaps it would be better to state 
the effective strength of the army on the 
landing at Ensinada? 

A. 7822, exclusive of SOO sailors. 

Q» And the effective strength of fate 
jtitfenent. corps nto which the amy wfe 
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divided on the morning of the 2d of I have no distinct return of the cam!* 

July ? ties which happened at that time. We 

• A. The main body of the army im- had no sick that I know of. I have a 
mediately under the command of Ge- general return, and that amounts to 
neral Whitelucke, which advanced for 50 rank and file ; the officers are not in* 
Reduction on the 2d of July consisted eluded in that number, but merely the 
<rf 3847 rank and file. The corps ad- rank and file; this b up to the 4th. 
vanced under the command of Major- There are three missing, which are in* 
general Grower on the 2d of July, eluded in the casualties. 

amounted to about 2150 men, rank and Q. Were you with the main bojdy of 

file. It was impossible to get any cor- the army during the march from Re* 

red return. at that time ; I had not any duction to Buenos Ayres } 

return from General Gower, but that A. I was. 

was about the number he commanded. Q. But you have not stated the casth 

The force remaining at Reduction under alties of the officers yet ? 

the command of Colonel Mahon, con- A. One captain, five subalterns, and 

sisted of about 1644 rank and file. five Serjeants. 

Q. Will you state the effective Q. Do you know what reasons there 
strength of the army before Buenos were for the halt of the main body under 
Ayres on the night of the 4th of July, Lieutenahtrgeneral Whitelockers inl- 
and the actual strength under Colonel mediate command a^>out two o'clock on 
Mabon? the 2d of July? 

A. It consisted of about 6128 effective A. I do not. 

■'■ rank and file. Under Colonel Mahon Q. Did the troops appear to you so 

1844 including 200 seamen. exhausted with fatigue,' as to make the 

Q. What was the force left at Monte halt on that account inevitable * '" 

Video on the embarkation of the army A. No. 

on the expedition against Buenos Ayres ? Lieutenant-general Whitelocke put 

A. 1354 rank and file. no questions to the witness in crOss-e^ 

• Q. Does that include the marines ? amination. 
A. Exclusive of the marines. 

Q. Can you tell what was the num- 
ber of marines? lieutenant-colonel Davie called, mA 
' A. Upon my word I cannot recollect. examined by the Judge Advocate. 
Some I know were landed at Monte 
Video. Q. Were you commanding officer of 

Q. Were any orders issued informing the 5th regiment op the 2d of Jury } 

the general officers, and the officers A. Yes; 

commanding divisions on the 5th of Q. Did that regiment form a part of 

July, of the station of the commander of the main body under Lieutenant-gen* 

the forces d urine the attack on that day ? ral Whitelocke's command, in the march 

A. Not that I know of. from Reduction to Buenos Ayres ? 

Q. Were any orders issued appoint- A. Yes. ' 

ing the places of retreat, in case retreat Q. Was your regiment so exhausted 

should become necessary, in the attack by fatigue on the 2d of July, as to make 

of the town on the 5th of July ? ' a • halt necessary at the time when the 

A. There were no orders issued main body was ordered to halt on tint 

through me. day ? 

Q. What was the amount of the ca- A. Yes. It was so late before we oo» 

sualties returned from the landing of the cupied the ground; we left the village 

army at the Ensinada, exclusive of those of Reduction very late in the morning. 

•which occurred in the attack made by Q. I believe you halted between twq 

Major-General Gower on the 2nd ? and three o'clock in the day } 

A. The returns which I received, in- A, Yes, we did, at the piss of the 

dude the returns of killed and wounded river. 

oh that day, and in the engagement of Q.< What time was it when the army 

the piquets on the following day ; but took up its. position that night r 
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' A. It might be three or four o'clock 
that night 

Q. The question I put was, whether 
they were so exhausted by fatigue that 
they could not proceed further ? 

A. Yes, they could have proceeded 
further. I did not think it was so much 
on account of fatigue as the lateness of 
the day. 

2. Might they have marched further? 
. I think they might. 

Examined by the Court. 

Q. Was any discontent shewn among 
the regiment under your command 
on that day? 
. A. Not any whatever. 

Q. At what time did the main body 
march from Reduction that morning ? 

A. About eleven o'clock. 

Q. Had the regiment under your 
command had any food before they 
marched > 

A. I fancy they had ; there were di- 
rections given, and they were supplied 
with meat the night before. 

Q. That is not an answer to the ques- 
tion? 

A* They had some food; they had 
meat served out to them the evening 
before. 

Q. Did you know whether your regi- 
ment cooked their meat on the morning 
of the 2d? 

A. We had no means of cooking re- 
gulaply : we cooked as well as we could* 

The witness withdrew. 

Lieutenant-colonel Nugent ealled, and 
examined by the Judge Advocate* 

Q. Did you command the 38th regi- 
ment on the 2d of July last? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did that regiment form a part of 
the main body of the army under the 
command of General Whitelocke on 
that day ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was your regiment so exhausted 
by fatigue as to make a halt necessary 
when the division of the army under 
General Whitelocke's command was 
ordered to halt on that day i 
1 A. No, certainly pot 



Cross-examined by Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke. 

Q. Did you, by my order, send out 
or go with a foraging party before day- 
light on the morning of the 30th of June, 
and how many sheep did you bring in 
for the use of the army ? 

A. I did go out with a party, and I 
brought in a very large flock Of sheep, 
I think more than 1 ever saw before 
together. I do not know 1k>w many, 
but I should think there were about 
4000. It was a larger flock than I had 
seen before. — The witness withdrew. 

Major NicliolU called, and examined by 
the Judge Advocate. 

Q. Were you Major of the 45th reg^ 
ment on the 2d of July last? 

A. I was. 

Q. Did that regiment form a part of 
the main body of the army under the 
immediate command of Lieutenantg^k 
neral Whitelocke on that day ? 

A. It did. 

Q. Was that regiment so exhausted 
by fatigue as to make a halt necessary, 
at the time when that division of tie 
arm^' was ordered to halt on that day? 

A. Not by any means ; 100 men of 
the 45th regiment were left behind at 
Reduction that morning: amongst these 
were the weakest men, so that we were 
in a situation to have made a very long 
march. 

Q. Can you speak with any accuracy 
to the hour when the halt took place ; 
if you can, state it ? 

A. I think between three and half past 
three when they halted for the night 

' Examined by the Court. 

Q; Were any signs of discontent 
shewn by the 45th on that day ? 

A. No, nor upon any other occasion 
during the service. 

The Judge Advocate. — The questions 
I have put to the commanding officers 
of the regiments which composed the 
main body under Li eutenaut- general 
Whitelocke, I should likewise have put 
to the officers of the 87th regiment. 
which* also formed apart of it; but T 
understand they are not here, and there- 
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fore we cannot have the opportunity of night Lieutenant-general Wkitdocle 

making the same enquiry of them. ordered that all the stafT-of§cers who 

were assembled at the place where I 

JUeutenant-colonel Nugent recalled, and was, should go down with him to hit 

examined by ilie Court. quarters : we did so ; and remained 

there till day-light the next morning. 

Q. Were any symptoms of discon- Some time afterwards, I heard General 

tent shewn by the regiment under your Whitelocke order Captain .Whittingham 

command on.' the 2d of July? to proceed to the right, and try to ope* 

A. No, much the reverse. a communication both with the right 

columns of attack and with those troop* 

Major-general J, Leveson Gower called, who Ivad been left over the Chuelov Lieu- 

and examined by the Judge Advocate. ten ;nt -general Whitelocke and the offi- 
cers who were with him soon afterwards 

T/te Judge Jdvocate. — Having al- went up to the Coral. At some period 

ready heard the first and second cnarges, of the forenoon, Serjeant Hamilton of 

be so good as to attend to the third and • the 17th regiment arrived with a letter 

fourth. which I saw him deliver to General 

The third ami fourth charges were Whitelocke :* he gave it to Captain 

then read to Major-general Gower. Squire and ordered him to read it* and 

Q. Major general Gower will con* secondly to me with the same order. 

tinue his narrative from the period when It was hi Spanish, and, to the best of my • 

it was broken off; namely, from the recollection, signed by General Liniers. 

close of the 4th oi July to (lie signature I am not perfectly master of the Spanish 

q{ the treaty. language, but 1 think I understand it suf- 

A. I met Lieutenant-general White- ticiently to be able to state, that it coo** 

lock according to his order soon after tained generally a description of to* 

six o'clock on the morning of the 5th, effect produced by the attack of the pfe- 

on the Coral de Miserere. At the time ceding day, and to it was added a pro-* 

appointed, I heard him order Captain posal for the cessation of hostilities, and 

t'razer to open the cannonade; 1 re- for the commencement of a treaty, iq* 

mained without any particular order which he proposed to give up all thei 

being given to me until it was nearly prisoners of war in his possession, if the 

dark. During that period, 1 heard British troops would evacuate the river 

Lieutenant-general whitelocke give Plata. I haw? to state that this is fromr 

orders to his own aid-de-camps relative recollection purely, as I only saw the 

to some of the divisions of the troops ; letter once at that period, and I believe* 

but these orders not having been parti- it contained more. General Whitelocke- 

ruiarly directed to me I cannot exactly soon afterwards informed me, that he 

state what they were. About mid-day,, intended to consider that lettei , by say- t 

i heard him direct Captain Whittingham, ing, that he would communicate, with 

to go.. to the left, and communicate with the admiral upon the subject, and he 

soiiie of the divisions of the army. After was pleased to ask me whether I thought 

a lapse of some time, Captain Whitting- (hat was a proper answer. I answered** 

ham returned, and I heard him state as that I did not, because it appeared to roe 

part of the. report, that Sir Samuel A uch- that that was a tacit acknowledgment, 

ruuty wished a detachment of artillery that he himself was willing to enter into" 

to be sent to him.- I received General the treaty if the Admiral was. I did not 

Whitelocke's directions to provide that suppose he would take such a measure: 

party, when ready, with some of the till he had personally investigated the 

firelocks which had been captured in facts, and had by his own observation 

the action of the 2d, the artillery-men fully ascertained what further means ot 

having only their swords. They were attack remained in his power. He then. 

then marched under the command, of said, that it would at least tie desirable 

Serjeant Hamilton of the 17th dragoons, to. gain a little time: I answered, that, 

who had accompanied Captain Whit- could be obtained by a proposal for, a 



gingham to the Plaza de Toros. At. cessation of hostilities for an hour or 
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to collect -the wounded who were 
wd, or for any other cause of that 
ption which could not materially 

the general operations. He di- 
1 me to sketcn a letter to that 
, which I did immediately, and 
red it. He said the statements 
not* founded in fact when he read 
d he rejected it altogether. He 
lirected Lieutenant-colonel Bourfre, 
uarter-master General, to write an 
r: when that was done, he disap- 
d of ft as well as of mine. He then 
called for the original one, which 
rered, and he ordered Lieutenant- 
fl Torrens to make some alteration, 
s copied by him, and i believe 
nto the town by Captain Browne, 
ral Whitelocke's aid-de-camp. 
snant-geneial Whitelocke then or- 

Cokmel Bourke to remain in 
land of the troons which were in 
trinity of the Coral, with some 
i also for those under Colonel 
n, whenever they might arrive, 
ent immediately with all the other 
officers to the Plaza de Toros. 
i arrived at the Plaza de Toros, he 
ed me to go and inspect the ord- 

^enerally which had been cap- 

and to hx upon such spots as I 
ht most desirable for batteries, for 
ture consideration. I was some 
lerable time occupied upon that 
ann returned to him, stating that I 
ived the best place tor a buttery of 
n, if it did not exceed six pieces, 
he round building that had been 
ied for the bull-fights: that the 
r-battery was to be placed with 

angle covered by the same build- 
He asked me, if I thought there 
much probability of success in a 
ick ? I stated, that t therc were but 
leans, and I did not think either 
succeed. The one by assault had 
ried with on I v partial success ; the 
J by bombardment, even were the 
;in our power 10 the fullest extent, 
, in my opinion, produce very little 
upon a town of so immense a size 
rnos Ayres, the buildings of which 
effectually incombustible. That 
was but one British twenty-four 
er landed, and that a large pr»* 
n of the captured guns were tpik- 
uniit for service. Of the few that 



were fit, the number " of any consider- 
able calibre was very small ; that hav- 
ing seen the trilling effect produced 
by twenty-four pounders on the house* 
of Monte Video, i was convinced that 
t>uns of a lighter calibre would produce ' 
little or none against houses constructed 
of Similar materials and nearly on a si- 
milar manner with those at Monte Video. 
1 moreover stated it as my opinion, front 
the rough estimate which I had been 
able to form of the loss, that the number 
of troops remaining, even were the Spa- 
nish General disposed to give up Buenos 
Ayres without a further struggle, were 
by no means adequate, or nearly so, te 
controul such a mass of armed" inhabi- 
tants, and to hold such points as were 
absolutely necessary for the support of 
the British army. Soon after this, Lieu- 
tenant-general Whitelocke informed me, 
that he had sent to General Liniers tA 
say, that he would order ine into tlie 
town to communicate with him on the 
subject of his letter. I attended Lieu- 
tenant-general Whitelocke some time, 
afterwards to receive his orders,. and he 
gave me a variety of verbal ones relative 
to the points which I was to discuss with 
General Liniers. i requested a detailed 
written order on the subject, but he 
would not give it t;o me. 1 "believe that 
it was about three o'clock when I went 
with a ring of truce into the town. 

Q. Major-general Gower will state at* 
nearly as he can the orders which he 
received > 

A. I believe they will presently ap- 
pear very distinctly. There I met Ge- 
neral Liniers and some of his principal 
officers. I asked Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke when he delivered the. 
orders to me, whether I was to abide 
absolutely by the points he had mention- 
ed, or whether, without losing sight of 
them, I might propose three or four other 
conditkms, that it the enemy encreased 
in their demands, I might, without re- 
ceding from his original orders, have 
something to concede for any conces- 
sions they might make on their part. 
The terms which he had proposed, and 
which he said he would not recede from 
in any considerable degree, and to which 
I was to pay particular attention, were 
the possession of the town of Monte 
Vide* in sovereignty during the period 
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of four months, and that a district com- ceding night. On the succeeding day* 

Srehended within a line drawn from Lieutenant-general Whitetocke ordered 
t. Carlos on the west to Pando on the me to prepare a treaty which bo then 
east, should be considered as a neutral delivered to me, with those proposkioos 
country ; that the Spaniards should that I had originally repeated : I did so, 
deliver up all prisoners of war in their and answered that it was in substance, 
possession ; that there should be no at- the same. I believe on the subsequent 
tempt to prevent the introduction of morning, the 9th, General Liniers began 
supplies into Monte Video during that to deliver such portions of the prisoners 
period of four months; that the British as could move, and as then were in Bu« 
troops should embark at whatever point enos Ayres. At the same time I receiv* 
they should select within ten days, with ed General Whitelocke's orders to corn- 
all theircannon and stores, and any such mimic ate and co-operate with Captain 
as they had taken from the enemy that Bayntun of the navy, in the re*erabar- 
they might chuse to carry with them ; kation of the troops from the Plaza de 
that during the above-mentioned period Toros. On that service I continued to 
of four months, the commerce of the be employed till the night of the 12th| 
British merchants in the river Plata was when it was completed. k 
to be perfectly free in every part of it. Q. Perhaps it might be as well if ' 
The additional propositions which I in- General Gower were to state within his 
tended to make, and which I submitted knowledge, what orders were given for 
to Lieutenant-general Whitelocke, and the evacuation of Monte Video ? 
which he approved, was the seizure in A. I can state that I was with the last 
sovereignty of a considerable part of the division of troops that embarked from 
left bank of the river Plata, and that that Monte Video under General White* 
country and the river Plata should be locke's orders. 

considered as neutral during the remain- Q. Were you with General White* 

der of the war. I did converse with locke during the whole of the day of 

General Liniers upon each of these sub- the 5th ? 

jects separately, and in one or two more A. With the exception of a period of 

which he proposed, but from which lie about half an hour, during which Lieth 

receded. Finding that there was no tenant-general Whitelocke was absent 

probability of his agreeing to the addi- he having ordered the staff-officers, in 

tional proposition, I receded after some the presence of myself, to remain. where 

tune also from that, and confined mvself thevwere. 

entirely to those points, relative to winch Q. At what period of the day«was 

I had received his snecial directions, that? 

Late in the evening I returned to the A. I have not a specific note on the 

Plaza del Toros, having taken notes on subject. It was some time after mid-day, 

each of the subjects under discussion, 1 remember the fact, but I have not a 

and on two additional subjects which specific note. 

General Liniers had proposed, and Q. Did you remain- with General 
which, as I did not find that they mili- Whitelocke during the whole of the day, 
tated against ai^y thing in the former in consequence of any orders you re- 
orders, I was inclined to* submit to ceived from him that "day, or in const* 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke. That quence of any previous orders ? 
be might clearly understand them, f, A. In consequence of the order I had 
from the notes which I had, drew out a received the preceding night to meet 
paper in the form of articles which I de- him that morning and receive his or* 
livered to Lieutenant-general White- ders ; consequently I remained where 
locke; On the subsequent day, between I was, till 1 did receive such orders, 
eleven and twelve o'clock. Admiral Mur- Q. Had you any communication with 
say having come on shore, Lieutenant- Lieutenant-general Whitelocke in tot 
general Whitelocke informed me, that course of the 5th, on the subject of fck < 
it was their intention to agree to a treaty and your position ? - 
founded on the preliminary propositions A. I had. 
which I bad delivered to him the pre* Q< State what it was? 
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A. Soon after lie came up, be ' said 
he thought that was a good place to re- 
main in till he collected his reports, and 
asked me if I thought so ? I said from its 
central situation it appeared to me in 
the first instance as good as any other. 

Q. Had you any other conversation 
in the course of that day on the same 
subject ? 

A. None that I recollect I had very 
little communication with Lieutenant- 
general Whitelocke on the 5th of July. 

Q. Describe the place in which you 
remained from break of day till dark, 
and its distance from the entrance of the 
town, and its computed distance from 
the several points of attack ? 

A. It was nearly at the spot from 
which the light brigade moved, close 
to the entrance of the two principal 
streets in the town of Buenos Ayres. Its 
exact distance from the points "of attack 
a reference to the map alone can shew. 
I never measured it. 

Q. State the names of the officers 
who remained with Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke during the 5th of July ? 

A. Captains Brown, Forster, Whit- 
tingham, and Douglas, aids-de-camp to 
General Whitelocke ; Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Torrens, military secretary ; Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Bourke, deputy quarter- 
master general ; Lieutenant-colonel 
Bradford, deputy adjutant-general ; Cap- 
tain Blake, assistant adjutarit-ceneral ; 
Captain Frazer, commanding the artil- 
lery ; Captain Squire commanding the 
engineers, Lieutenant Costley attached 
to me as brigade-major, and myself. I 
do not recollect more. 

Q. Will you slate the number and 
description of troops left as a reserve 
after the commencement of the attack ? 

A. After the commencement of the 
attack, I considered all the dismounted 
cavalry, and one company of the 88th 
regiment, as a reserve. 

Q. What was the number and de- 
scription } 

A. I do not know the number ; I have 
no return. 

Q. In the situation in which you re- 
mained, had Lieutenant-general 'White- 
locke a facility for communicating with 
the different divisions of tlie army en- 
gaged in the attack ? 

A. In point of distance, I should sup- 



pose from its central situation that it 
was best calculated for that purpose. 
As to facility, all places were equal, from 
the immense number of mounted and 
armed men that were close to the troops 
in every, situation in that country. 
Adjourned. 



SEVENTEENTH DAY. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 18. 

The Court having assembled pursuant 
to adjournment, strangers were ex* 
eluded until half past ten o'clock, 
when the doors being thrown open, 
and Lieutenant-general Whitelocke 
with his attendants, and the officers 
belonging to the Court, having taken 
their respective stations, the Presi- 
dent, Sir William Meadows, addressed 
the Court as follows : 
' In consequence of the indisposition 
of one of our most distinguished mem- 
bers (General Lord Lake) * and in the 
hope of his speedy recovery, the Court 
is adjourned until Monday next at ten 
o'clock precisely. 
Adjourned. 



EIGHTEENTH DAY. 

t 

MONDAY, FEB. 22. 

The Court having met pursuant to ad- 
journment, in consequence of the death 
of General Lord Lake, the disposi- 
tion in which the members had before 
sat, was changed. 

Joseph Bullock, Esq. Commissary- 
general, attended at his own desire, to 
explain and correct some parts of his 
former evidence. He said that having 
before stated that there was only bread 
and meat, he wished to explain to the, 
Court that there was also Hour and grain, 
besides a specific quantity of bread, ade-» 
quate to the supply of the whole of the , 
army for four or nve days, there being 
mills and ovens capable of grinding and 
baking it to • the daily comsumption. In 
another part of his evidence respectm* 
O 
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the orders he had received from the 
General on the march, he meant to say, 
the orders previous to marching out, 
when the arniv halted at their different 
halting places; the General gave him 
orders to collect cattle, and a quantity 
was driven accordingly. 

Major-general Goxver was then called* 
and a tier his evidence of the preceding 
day had been read over, he was fur- 
ther examined, 

Q. Was the spot on which General 
Whitelocke took his station on the 
morning of the 5th of July, the ground 
occupied the preceding night by the 
light brigade? or was it in a line with 
the out-posts where that brigade passed, 
previous to commencing the attack ? 

A. It was immediately in the rear of 
the houses in which the light brigade 
were cantoned the night before, and on 
the nearest open ground, which was a 
little elevated above those houses. 

. Q. Did yon hear the whole of Cap- 
tain Whittingham's report, when he de- 
livered Sir Samuel Auchmuty's request 
for a reinforcement of artillery -men ? 

A. I am not sure whether 1 did or 
not. At this distance of time, and hav- 
ing no note of it, I cannot state the 
whole of it. 

Q. At what hour was that report re- 
ceived by General Whitelocke? 

A. I believe about two o'clock. 

Q. Did you hear enough of the re- 
port to enable you to state whether Sir 
•jainuel Auchmuty's request was confined 
to obtaining a reinforcement of artillery- 
men, or whether it extended to other 
points? 

A. I did not. 1 have stated all that I 
know positively on that subject. 

Q. Did the/ report detail the opera- 
tions in whiGh Sir Samuel Auchmuty 
had been engaged, and did it state the 
situation in which his corps was at the 
time Captain Whittingham left it ? 

A. I believe it did not give any de- 
tail, but that it described the existing 
slate of that corps at the time. 

Q. Is what you have stated all that 
vou can remember of Captain VVbitting- 
hanf s report on this subject ? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. Did Captain Whitlinghani specify 



the purpose for which this reinforcement 
was wanting? 

A. I do not know whether he did or 
not. 

Q. With what escort did Captain 
Whittingham proceed to Plaza del Toros, 
and what were the difficulties he expe- 
rienced in going or returning from 
thence ? 

A. He had some dragoons. The 
number I do not know ; not having been 
with him, 1 cannot state what occurred 
in the execution ofthis duty. 

Q. Had General Whitelocke any, and 
what information of the different columns 
of the army, previous to his leaving the 
Coral, and returning to his quarters on 
the night of the 5th? 

A. I heard him give orders relative to 
the dismounted cavalry that were in the 
front; which were carried by his aide-de- 
camp, consequently I suppose he had 
communication with them. Except 
that and the one described bv Captain 
Whittingham, 1 know of no other at that 
period. 

Q. Explain what regiments you mean 
when you speak of the dismounted ca- 
valry/ Were they part of the reserve, 
or part of the original columns engaged 
in t lie attack? 

A. Four troops of the carbineers dis- 
mounted, and a part of the 9th light dra- 
goons : these were what I before stated 
as considering them to be part of the re- 
serve. 

Q. Is. the Court then to understand 
that General Whitelocke had not received 
any information respecting either of the 
columns of his army, engaged in the at- 
tack, previous to leaving the Coral and 
returning to his quarters on the night 
of the 5th, with the exception of that 
from Sir Samuel Auchmuty and Captain 
Whittingham? 

A. 1 knew of no other than that which 
1 have stated. 

Q. Had the dismounted cavalry been 
engaged on the 5th ? 

A. The proportion of them which oc- 
cupied the ground on which the\ relieved 
the pickets of the infantry, were more or 
less so during the whole da v. 

Q. Do you remember the name of 
the aide-de-camp who carried the order 
you have just mentioned? 

A.n Captain Foster. 
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Q. Were any, and what attempts 
made by General Whitelocke to obtain 
information oi" the dilfereut columns of 
his army, engaged in the attack? and 
were any, and "what attempts made to 
place himself in communication with 
any of these columns ? 

A. 1 do not know any other attempt 
than that which I have described. C Ge- 
neral WhhVlocke remained nearly sta- 
tionary the whole of the day, except that 
interval of half an hour I have before 
spoken of, and during which 1 do not 
know whither he went. 

Q. Were any, and what attempts 
made by General Whitelocke personally, 
or otherwise, to co-operate with, and 
support the dillerent columns of his 
army, engaged with the enemy on the 
5th ? 

A. I have already stated every thing I 
know on that Mibject. 

Judge AdirUCiiU'. — I am desired by 
the Court to request General Gower 
to give a direct answer to the last 
question. 

A. I can only detail what T have al- 
ready said. I know of no other orders 
that were given on that subject. 

Judge Advocate, — That we may 
clearly understand how the evidence* 
stands with respect to General White- 
locke's conduct on that day, I would 
wish the question repeated and again an- 
swered.. 1 am not sure that any thing 
which General Gower has said "goes to 
shew any personal exertions on the part 
of General ^Vhitelocke ; General Gower 
has not given a direct answer to that. I 
merely ask what he saw or heard upon 
the subject ? 

The question was then repeatetl, and 
the same answer given. 

Q. At what hour did General White- 
locke leave the columns for the purpose 
of returning to his quarters, on the night 
of the 5th. . 

A. I should think between live and 
six o'clock. It was dark almost imme- 
diately aiter. 

Q. Did he or did Iip not do so in ig- 
norance of what had occurred to the dif- 
ferent divisions of the army who had 
been engaged with the enemv during 
tliat day, with the exception of that un- 
der Sir Samuel Auchmuty's command ? 

A* 1 believe he did not know the re- 



sult of the attack of the right columns, 
that include General Crauturd's brigade 
and the 45th regiment. Of all the rest 
I have reason to think he received intel- 
ligence from Sir Samuel Auchmutv. 

. Q. State your re;ison for thinking he 
had received any such intelligence ? 

A. Because 1 ha\l learnt tue event of 
the left columns from Captain Whitting- 
ham. 

Q. State where the head quarters 
were that night, and as minutely as you 
can, the distance from the entrance jof 
the town, and the computed distance of 
the different points of attack ? 

A. The distance fiom the house then 
called White's house, to the first houses 
in the town, 1 cannot exactly state. 
The road close to it, where the 
enemy's guns were placed, when the 
light brigade charged on the 2d, was so 
near to the first hoiiscs irl the town, that 
the grape-shot reached very near to 
White's house. The distance of the 
points of attach, being the whole depth pf 
the town, 1 cannot state. 

Q. State whether the enemy made 
any attack during the day or night of tlie 
5th, oii the trodps stationed near, the per- 
son of 'General Whitelocke, and the pre- 
caution taken for the security of head 
quarters during the night. 

A. Small parties of the enemy were 
forcing themselves out of the town "during 
.the whole of the (lay of *the 5th. The 
(>th dragoon guards* and the yth light 
dragoons, were seriously in action during 
the greater part of the (lay, and the for- 
mer corps lost their first and second se- 
nior ofliters. Mr. White's house was 
occupied as an hospital as well as head 
quarters : a company of the 88th had 
been then* all day to secure the wounded, 
to the best ofmv recollection. A subal- 
tern's picket which was left, might have 
been moved' down to join them. I do 
not know whether it was or not. I 
heard General \N hitelocke order that 
one ot the junior stall' present should, 
during the night, be constantly walking 
on the flat roof of the house, to" give him 
notice of any extraordinary occurrence: 
1 do not remember any other particular 
precautions. 

Q. Was the reserve composed of the 
6th dragoon guards, 'JVJ ; the 9th light 
dragoons, AM ; the 70tk light dragoons 
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mounted, 30; dismounted, attached to 
. the Coinmissarv-generd, 83; one com- 
pany of the 88tli regiment, 60 ; with a 
cietacliment left in charge of the regi- 
mental knapsacks, 1 80 ? 

A. Yes; these were corps which I 
considered belonging to the brigade ? 

Q. Was the object of those parties, 
vho from time to time broke out of the 
town, to attack the reserve neaV General 
Whitelocke, or to make their escape ? 

A. There- was a great distinction. 
There was a considerable force in action, 
and their cavalry were trying to make 
their escape. 

Q. Were the troops belonging to the 
reserve, which you state to nave been 
engaged in the town on that day, engaged 
in resisting any attacks of the enemy on 
them, or in consequence of these troops 
attempting to force their way into the 
town? 

A. In the first instance certainly, the 
enemy attacked the troops who were 
then stationary ; eventually I heard Ge- 
neral Whitelocke send an order to the 
. carbineers to charge some guns ; the 
cause of that order I believe to have 
been a report made to him by Captain 
Foster, his own Aide-de-camp. 

Q. State the period at which that 
attack was made, and what force, and all 
the circumstances connected with it to 
your knowledge? 

A The hour I do not remember. I 
was at sonic little distance from Geueral 
WhiMo'ke, when f saw Captain Foster 
come from the carbineers*, and he com- 
mun'cit-d something w;iich I did not 
hear to General Whitelocke. Imme- 
diately afterwards. General Whitelocke 
ordered ine to go and direct the carbi- 
neers to charge the guns. I do not 
know any otiier circu »» stances relating 
to it. Tiie enemy's force was so cpn- 
cealed by buildings and inclosures, T 
cannot give an opinhn of it. tt seemed 
to me to consist of ail the male inhabitants 
of that part of the town, together with 
their slaves. 

Q Did > ou see or hear of any other 
attack made by the en^my, '\:ept that 
you have stated during the 5th ? 

A X nepe were small P at ,es °f the 
enemv constantly forcing the r way out 
of th tow;, which kept the- mall de- 
tachments of corps almost; instantly 



firing more or less. I do not know any 
other. 

Q. Did the object of these small 
parties forcing their way out of the 
town, appear to be for the purpose of at- 
tacking the reserve, or to escape ? 
A. To escape. 

Q. How was the dismounted cavalry 
armed, and which formed part of the 
reserve ? 

A. The sixth dragoon guards, and the 
9th light dragoons, had carbines of the 
old pattern. The 17th light dragoons ' 
had some of the new pattern, but after 
they were embarked they were ex- 
changed for infantry firelocks, which 
were, I believe, in whole, or in part, 
captured Spanish arms. 

Q. State what passed on that night at 
head-quarters, ana what resolutions were 
decided on for the subsequent day. 

A. I heard General Whitelocke ex- 
press himself particularly anxious to 
communicate with the right column of 
attack, and with the force under Lieu- 
tenant- colonel Mahon ; and * that he 
should, as early as possible in the morn- 
ing, employ Captain Whittingham on 
that service. 

Q. How was General Whitelocke 

employed during that period? Did 

he eat, or drink, or go to bed ? You 

are called upon to state every thing that 

parsed. 

A. Soon after dark all the officers 

resent had some dinner. At an early 

our, I don't remember what, the whole, 

except the officer who was placed on the 

roof of the house, laid themselves down 

on various parts of the floor to sleep. 

They got up at times during the night, 

to *ee if there was any merriment or 

firing at their side. Some time before 

day-light, I believe, the whole of. them 

were walking about, ready to receive the 

General** orders. 

Q. ,By the whole number of officers, 
do vou include General Whitelocke him- 
self? 

A. I think I may. I think he did get 
up once or twice in the night ; but as it 
passed in the dark, it is not easy for me 
to say, and not an easy matter to state 
correctly. * 

Q. How were the troops of the re- 
serve disposed of during the night ? 
' A. To the beit of my recollection all, 
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Except the carbineers, remained in the 
same position they had oc« upied during 
the day; the carbineers being a little in 
advance of that which they occupied in 
the morning. 

Q. State the hour at which General 
"Whitelocke left head-quarters on the 
morning of the 6th. 

- A. To the best of my recollection, 
almost immediately after day-light. 

Q. At what hour did he direct Cap- 
tain Whittirtgham to try and open a 
communication with the right column ot 
attack, and with the troops left on the 
other side the Chuelo } 

A. 1 believe immediately after day- 
break. 

Q. With the exception of the artil- 
lery men sent in consequence of the re- 
port brought by Captain Whittingbarri 
to Sir Samuel Auchmuty, was this the 
first attempt made by General White- 
locke to communicate with the various 
other columns of the army, which, on 
the morning of the 5th, by his orders had 
penetrated into the town to attack the 
euemy? 

A. Yes*, it was. 

Q- Was this the first attempt since 
day-break on the 5th to communicate 
with the corps under Colonel Mahou ? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. With what force, as his escort, did 
Captain- Whittinghajn proceed to per- 
form this service ? 

A. Some mounted dragoons, and a 
small part of the 88th regiment. 

Q. State the hour when Serjeant Ha- 
milton, of the 17th light dragoons, 
brought a letter from the Spanish Com- 
mander to General Whiteleeke, and by 
what means the Serjeant became pos- 
sessed of that letter ? 

A. Between 11 and 12 o'clock. I 
understood the letter had been sent out 
with a flag of truce to the Plaza del Yo- 
ros, and that it was forwarded from 
thence by Sir Samuel Auchmuty. 

Here "a copy of the letter was pro- 
duced and read, as follows : 

SIR, 

With the same sentiment of humanity 
which has professedly guided you, I beg 
leave to state that, from the occurrences 
of the last evening, F am fully acquainted 
with yourfbrqe. 1 have taken eighty 



oflicers, one thousand men, and have 
killed many more. Yo save therefore 
an v further effusion of blood, I have to 
oiler to your Excellency, that you shall 
re-embark with the remainder of your 
army, leaving Monte Video in our posses- 
sion, and we will return all the pnsouers 
now taken, and those which were before 
detained. If these proposals are not 
agreed to, I cannot airewer for the safety 
ot the prisoner*, so much are the people 
incensed against the EuglMi. I take 
this opportunity of mentioning that three 
of my Aid-de-camps have been wounded, 
I send this by an English omcer. 

(Signed) Elio. 

Buenos Ay res, 5 o'clock. 

• Q. Was this letter the first informa- 
tion General Whitelocke received of the 
consequences attending the attack of the 
columns the preceding day ? 

A. I stated that there was a report 
from Sir Samuel Auchmuty on the pre^ 
ceding night, which I believe included 
all the columns of the left wing. I had 
no knowledge myself, till the arrival of 
■that letter, of what had happened to the 
right wing, nor do 1 know that General 
Whitelocke possessed any. 

Q. At what hour on the 6th was the 
letter sent from General Whitelocke by 
his Aide-de-camp, Captain Browne, pro- 
posing to the Spanish General a cessation 
of hostilities? 

A. About 12 o'clock. 

Here the letter was put in and read. 

sir, Head quarters, 12 o'clock. 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, and you do me but justice 
in believing my sentiments in the cause 
of humanity. From the extent of the 
action, and'the state of the wounded, I 
should propose a truce for four and 
twenty hours, the lines to remain as they 
now stand. As to surrendering, as the 
army now is, il is quite out of all ques- 
tion, having taken so many prisoners* I 
have to lament your Aide-de-camp's be- 
ing wounded ; but these are casualties 
which are unavoidable ; ami 1 have to 
remark to you in return, that my Aide- 
de-camp was fired at the whole of the 
way. 

(Signed) Whitelocke. 
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Q. You have stated that, subsequent 
to ibr ivhmi of Captain Browne, Ge- 
nital Whitclocke, leaving Lie^tenant- 
t*olonel Bradford in tin* ronimand of the 
column, prorecded with yourself and 
the other officers to the Plaza del To- 
r«u; wa> ittheielorc not until General 
AVIiitelnrke had proposed a cessation of 
lioHiitie-* that he nought personally to 
join ait) operation* of (he troops under 
In* cnumiaiid, who had marched at break 
dI <la\ on the preceding morning tor the 
ntt.it k of the enemy in the town of 
Buenos Ay res? 

A. I le did not make any attempt per- 
Koindly till the. period when the letter 
\\a< sent; but hostilities did not at all 
crave for a considerable time after. 

i). At what hour did General White- 
lockc reach the Plaza del Toros? With 
what escort did he go? And did he 
meet with any, and what, difficulties on 
hi* way thither ? 

A. About, or a little before, one 
•Ylock there were, I tl«nk, two six- 
poi m tiers, with their complement of ar- 
tillery, sent to cover them, and a por- 
tion ol the ninth dragoons demounted. 
There was a little firing from behind the 
houses during the march, but it was not 
of consequence. . 1 do not remember 
liny other difficulty. 

(J. Having stated as an argument 
flgiinst J further hostilities, that in the 
jfvent of Buenos Ay res having surrender 

{id on the 8th, the remaining troops must 
>e unable to controul such a mass of in- 
habitants, and to retain the points neces- 
sary to be occupied, state whether, in 
your opinion, the natural and immediate 
consequences of surrender would not 
have been the disarming of the inha- 
bitants, and the establishment of a mili- 
tary police, so efficient and vigorous as 
to have prevented the insurrection of an 
unarmed people ? And whether the lir 
beral and kind treatment enjoined in his 
'Majesty's instructions, would not have 
attached all orders of men to the British 
government ? 

J.itutenuni-frenerftl Sir J.Moore. — tf I 
do not think this is a proper question. 
It is matter of opinion, and cannot affect 
jhe judgment of the Court one way or 
Other." 

Judge Advocate. — " As General 
{jower ha£ given an opinio!) on this 



subject already, and as I may hare occa- 
sion hereafter to make remarks upon 
the opinions of several of the witnesses, 
I thought it desirable to have General 
Gower s reasons for the opinion he has 
given, from which at present 1 entirely 
absent." 

The question was then repeated. 

A; From the immense extent of Bue- 
nos A) res, I believe it would have been 
impossible to prevent the concealment of 
the greater proportion of the arms 
which were in the hands of the inhabit- 
ants; I believe the eifect of a military po- 
lice would have been trilling, as I arnaure 
that no real good information could have 
been obtained which could have given 
much effect to the measures of that po- j 
lice. I am con li dent no conduct, how- 
ever cautious, just, or humane it nii^ht 
have been* would have caused the in- 
habitants of that country to relinquish 
the power of attacking the British sol- 
diers, whenever they might be inclined 
to do so; and I am confirmed in it from 
the unanimous opinion which all the Spa- 
niards whom 1 ever spoke to had given 
both of General Beresford and Sir Sa- 
muel Anchmuty in their respective com- 
mands ; and that it is an ascertained 
fact, that the people of Buenos Avres had 
prepared mines under the barracks of the 
7 1st recipient; and that no attachment 
or goodwill, on the part of the people on 
the other side the river, had been shewn 
to the government under Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty, though the people in botk 
stations expressed, in the strongest terms 
possible, how much they were indebted 
to Generals Beresford and Auchmuty 
for their moderation and justice iu their 
respective commands. 

Q. Having stated that the station 
which General Whitelocke occupied on 
the morning of the 5th was for the pur* 
pose of receiving reports, explain what 
jeports you meant in that statement. 

A. Those which I supposed would b# 
sent by each of the officers in command 
of the several columns. 

Q. Do you mean the columns engaged 
in the attack ? 

A. I do. 

A. Then hqw could General White* 
locke receive these reports at the Mise* 
rere, or at any ot lie r station, when no or* 
dei* or notice hud been given to the jet 
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tter&ls or officers commanding brigades 
of the station where General "Whitelocke 
was to be found during the 5th ? 
■ A. I conceived it to be the general 
custom of the service, that all officers 
entrusted with a particular branch of ser- 
vice should report the result, and I 
thought it probable they would do so. 

Q. Having stated that, in answer to 
General Whitelocke's telling you that 
the spot where he was was a good place 
to remain till he collected his reports, 
and asking you whether you tlwiight 
so ; you said from its central situa- 
tion, in the first instance, it was as 
good as any other, what do you mean by 
the expression, in the first instance f 

A. That if these reports did not reach 
as in such an interval of time as 1 thought 
necessary to elapse before the officers 
eould have sent them, then, had 1 been 
commanded, 1 should by staff officers, 
dr personally, have endeavoured to open 
a communication with the corps. 

Q. From the situation in which Ge- 
neral W hitelocke was, could he perceive 
how soon the different columns received 
fire? 

A. Certainly not. The houses inter- 
vened, and it was impossible. 

Q. How soon did the tiro of the ene- 
my commence -after the troops marched 
from their ground ? 

• A. Very soon. Almost immediately. 
JQ. Was it the tiring of cannon, of 

aiusquetry, or of both ? 

A. Of both. 

Q. Was the firing violent? 

A. Not at first ; but it became more 
so afterwards. 

Q. How long did it continue ? 

A. At intervals till dark. 

Q. How soon, and w hen, did you 
perceive that all communication was cut 
oflf between the columns engaged in the 
attack and the reserve ? 
' A. During the whole dav anv small 
parties would have been prevented from 
communicating with any of the pouts 
from the number of people in arms in 
every direction, but I have no reason to 
suppose that a proper parly could not 
have opened a communicatio.i wherever 
it was attempted. 

• A. Did General Whitelocke make 
any such attempt, or consult vou on the 
propriety of doing so on that (fay ? 



A. No other attempt than that which 
I have described that I know of, I do 
not recollect that he spoke to me on the 
subject till a little before lie sent Captain 
Whittingham. As well as I can remem- 
ber, both at that period, and when the 
artillery men were sent in the evening, £ 
expressed my wish to be allowed to go ; 
and I added, that even if there was a dif- 
ficulty of communicating with the right 
columns, or with Colonel Mahon by 
land, I thought I might possibly i\o it by 
getting on board a man of wars boat at 
the Plaza del Toros, and effect it by 
water. 

Q. What answer did General White* 
locke make to that proposal ? 

A. As well as I can remember, that 
he should send Captain Whittingham, 
and then he would decide what was to 
be done. 

Q. Had you any other communication 
with General Whitelocke in the course 
of that day than that which you have 
stated ? 

A. I may have spoken to him occa- 
sionally, but on so unimportant subjects, 
that I am not able to state any of them 
at this distance of time. 
♦ Q. Is the Court then ' to understand 
that General Whitelocke did not consult 
you, as his second in command, on any 
occasion that clay ? 

A. Certainly not beyond the points 
which I have already stated. I do not 
know what the acceptation of the word 
consult may mean, but nothing relating 
to the service was mentioned in the way 
of consultation, certainly nothing ; but 
allow me to state, that a period of seven 
months has elapsed, and I have no mi- 
nutes, nor did 1 ever think the subject 
would be investigated. 

The Judge Advocate recapitulated the 
last three or four questions and answers, 
and then proceeded 1 to say: 

Q. .Major-general Gower having stated 
that the troops marched at das -break to 
attack the enemy in the town ; that tl»e 
tire of the enemy commenced imme- 
diately after ; that all communication was 
cut off between General Whitelocke and 
the columns engaged in the attack; that 
no information was received whether the 
troops were defeated or victorious ; did 
he, Or did he not, as second in command, 
hold an)" communication with General 
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Whitelocke, or receive any orders from 
him, other than those which he has al- 
ready stated, having been expressly di- 
recteil by General Whitelocke the day 
before to wait liis orders, no information 
being received, except the report ot Cap- 
tain Whittingham, about three o'clock? 

A. None that I can recollect. 

Here the witness was about to relate 
the cause why the communications were 
not more frequent between him and Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, when the Judge Ad- 
vocate interfered, and said, that lie had 
felt it his duty to put these questions to 
General Gower; and however he might 
differ in opinion with him on the grounds 
of his reasons why no further hostilities 
should be carried on, he took this oppor- 
tunity distinctly to state, that he did not 
mean by these questions to make any re- 
flections upon General Gower's conduct. 
What he sought for merclv related to 
the charges against General \Vhitelocke, 
nor did he see how General Whitelocke 
was at all implicated. — Were vou then 
over consult' d by General Whitelocke 
on the subject of attempting to open 
any communication with the different di- 
visions of the army engaged in the at- 
tack > 

A. I was not. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 



NINETEENTH DAY. 

TUESDAY, FEB. ?3. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, the Juilge Advocate said, that 
upon consideration he thought it neces- 
sary to put a question to General Gower, 
which at the time did not appear to be 
material, namely, *• Whether the cir- 
cumstances which caused so little com- 
munication between General \\ hiiclocke 
and Genera! Gower arose from any thing 
♦ii.it General Whiicuvkc had said or 
dowv ' 

ller, 4 Genera' Wl.itekvkc put a paper 
li'.to the Judge Advoc-ic's hand, which 
!;»» rcaii.1* fohows: 

'* Geiuv::l Whitelocke would not oh- 
yc: :.» i!;e JuCjie Auwc.te a*kin&j» any 
v • est :.-:>■ on > injects iv!.ui:ig to t:u» nii- 
i;urj o:»cra::o»s" of the army under his 



command ; but General Whitelocke sub* 
mits to the Court tliat, although he has 
hitherto carefully abstained from object- 
ing to any questions connected with mi- 
litary arrangements, yet where subject! 
of a private nature are sought to begone 
into, he puts himself upon the wisdom 
and (liberality of the Court to determine 
^whether such are admissible." 

Judge Advocate. — " After what I have- 
already stated, it is not necessary for me 
to go into any length of observation in 
answer to this objection. Jn putting thii 
question now it is more for the advan- 
tage of General Whitelocke than it could 
be hereafter ; because he will have the 
opportunity, in his cross-examination, to 
ask such questions, or make such ani- 
madversions upon it as he may think ex- 
pedient. The practice of courts martial, 
and every other court of justice, as feral 
my experience goes, where an important 
question may occur in any stage of the, 
proceedings, is to hand it up yqme- 
diaely to the Judge, who has never 
made the slightest difficulty in putting 
it. I might therefore, in the future state 
of the examination, have thisquestion pat 
through the Court, when there could be 
no objection to it. In my opinion it ban 
important question tor the Court to have 
answered ; and should it turn out 
on the answer that the circumstances are 
unconnected with General Whitelocke, 
then the Court may preclude the witnes 
from going further into the circum- 
stances. But if it is connected with any 
thiuix General Whitelocke has said or 
done in the course of his military duty 
upon this expedition, I conceive it of the 
utmost importance that the whole of tie 
transaction, or as much as relates to his 
conduct on that occasion, should be be- 
fore the Court." 

Lieutenant-general Sir John Moore.— 
** I do not object to the time of putting 
the question: my objection goes to put- 
ting the question at all." 

11 ere the Court was ordered to be 
cleared, and after about twenty minutes 
deliberation, General Whitelocke's ob- 
jection was over- ruled, and the question 
put as follows: 

Q. Having stated thai there were cir- 
cumstances which caused so little com- 
munication between General Whitelocke 
aud yourself during the SUi of July, <W 
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I not these circumstances arise from 
bing General Whitelocke said or 

They arose from what General 
elocke had said. 

State then what these things were 
t General Whitelocke had said which 
d so little communication between 
md you — the second in command. 

Having consulted me on a specific 
, upon which my opinion differed 
his when he demanded it, he said I 
throwing c*ld water upon every 

he did ; but that he would put me 
f test by a question, which was, whe- 
all his acts, as an officer, in that 
ty were not good ? I replied that 
iferiority of my situation prevented 
orn' presuming to give an opinion of 
utenant-general holding a commis- 
is Commander in Chief. He then 
le considered me his declared ene- 
and that he would supersede me 
the situation I held as a staff officer 
it army. After a reprimand so se- 

I did not think myself at liberty to 
>se any thing, or act in any way but 
>edience to such commands as I 
d receive. 

When did this conversation take 
? 

On the 4th of July. 

About what hour? 

It was at the period that he spoke 
e relative to summoning the town. 
3 in answer to a question upon that 
ct. I do not recollect the hour. 

Have you, Or have you not, any 

further to add in answer to this 
:ion ? 

There was another part of the con- 
tion which 1 considered private. It 
especting the opinion of a minister 
is country as to myself, which 1 do 
hink necessary to state. 

t-examined by General Whitelocke. 

Do you not recollect your Rri- 
•major, Lieutenant Cortly, being 
to endeavour to join the right Hank, 
being unable to make his way pre- 
► to Captain Whittingham being sent 
e left? 

I do not recollect. 
. Were not the carbineers and the 
i light dragoons ordered to advance 



about nine o'clock, and to endeavour to 
effect a communication with the centre 
column ? — And where were the carbin- 
eers and the ninth light dragoons at the 
time of receiving that order ? 

A., I do not know that such an order 
was given. 

Q. There appears in the evidence a 
little confusion as to the different posts 
of the reserve. State therefore the sta- 
tion of the different detachments and re- 
giments composing the reserve, on the 
morning of the 5th ; and state what al- 
teration of their position occurred in the 
course of the day ? 

A. The carbineers were ordered, to 
the best of my recollection, to take up 
the ground of the piquets of the light 
brigade when they moved off. The ' 
four troops of the" 9th light dragoons, 
dismounted, were ordered to alight 
on the right of the carbineers. The 
other four troops of the 9th were 
placed on the light ground near the Co- 
ral. One company of the 88th regiment 
remained to cover the hospital at head 
quarters ; the detachment of the 17th at- 
tached to the Commissary-general, re- 
mained there also, as it was the depot for 
provisions. The small detachments of 
corps that were left to guard the parks, 
remained in the positions where their 
commanding officers had left them, near 
their respective positions. The artillery 
remained near the Coral. I did not know 
where the mounted dragoons were, their 
number was so small. 1 know of no 
other orders, except the order to charge 
the guns, which I have before described. 
The retreat which the carbineers were 
obliged to make in consequence of the 
pressure of the enemy's lire, eventually 
left them something "in advance p\ the 
position from which they had moved iu 
obedience to that order. 

Here the order for the attack was 
read. (See Appendix, No. XI.) 

Q. Was not a large portion of the 9th 
light dragoons with the carbineers in the 
attack to which you have alluded? 

A. Yes ; such as were in advance. 

Q. Had not all tiring ceased in the 
town before the evening closed; and 
were not the riflemen been on the top of 
the church at the centre of the town a 
little before the end of the dav? 

A. All firing had ceased at the time, 
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and I heard a report made to General 
Whitelocke that the riflemen were seen 
in that position. 

Q. State the distance of head quarters 
front' the ground on which you had been 
during the day ; and were not head quar- 
ters so situated as to afford facility of com- 
munication or acting as occasion might 
'require ? 

A. Between four and five hundred 
yards, and I saw no degree of difficulty, 
oy day, in communicating or acting from 
head quarters. 

Q. Was it possible, considering the 
nature of the environs of the town, to 
attempt to move after dark ? Or was it 
possible to send any officer to procure 
information, or, open any communication 
during the night? 

A. The whole of the environs were 
divided into squares, the faces of which 
Were 140 yards. The multiplicity of 
Toads, there being one road to each 
square, would certainly have rendered 
it a mere matter of accident if an officer 
should reach any given point to which 
he was ordered by night. 

Q. Did not the head quarters con- 
stantly remain at White's house from the 
3d ; and was not the reserve stationed in 
the front of it, thereby indicating its be- 
in q head quarters ? - 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was there not a more considerable 
opening in the front of our head quarters 
than in any other part of that neighbour- 
hood ? 

-^ A. There was a square immediately in 
trout of head quarters, which, though 
marked out, was neither cultivated nor 
fenced. The whole of the Coral, till the 
entrance into the street, was also open. 
I take the liberty to add what I conceive 
to bcAhe environs of the town : the whole 
of Buenos Ayres was laid out in streets 
at right angles ; and from its increase of 
inhabitants, a considerable portion of 
ground was marked out for building, 
which was the cause of the number of 
squares that surrounded the town to a 
great extent, and which I considered as 
the environs. 

Questioned by the Court. 

Q. General Whitelocke having been 
informed that the enemy intended to de- 



fend the town by barricading the streets/ 
and occupying.tne tops of the houses, do 

}rou know what induced General White- 
ocke to order the troops to march with t 
unloaded arms ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know what number of 
tools were allotted to the troops for forc- 
ing open the houses, and breaking down 
the barricadoes in the streets > 

A. I do not. I think they were dis- 
tributed by the Quarter-' ^aster-general, 
Lieutenant- colon el Bourke. 

Q. At the time Captain Whittingham 
brought the message from Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty, was it under consideration be- 
tween General Whitelocke and yourself 
whether either of you should go to Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty's post and judge on the 
spot whether it would be advisable to give 
further assistance to that corps ? 

A. Not that I can recollect. 

Q. Were any, and what wounded, 
brought to White's house in the' night, 
or in the forenoon of the 5th, during the 
time General Whitelocke was there ? 

A. Several of the carbineers, and some 
of the 9th light dragoons, with a few ar» 
tillerymeu. 

Questioned by Lord Cathcart. 

Q. Was there any, and what period 
of the 5th of July, at which the position 
of General Whitelocke might have beei 
changed to advantage? 

A. I think it might, after the middle 
of the day, for by going to the Plaza del 
Toros, although it would have increased 
the distance from the light column, and 
Colonel Mahon, it would have afforded a 
possibility of communicating by water, 

Q. Having given your opinion that 
the bombardment of the town would not 
have any effect, state your reasons^or 
such a supposition, and whether it arose 
from an experiment made with a twenty- 
four pounder on the houses of Monte 
Video? 

A. 1 believe I did not say that it would 
have no effect. I think I said, no con- 
siderable effect. To the rest of the ques- 
tion,,/™?/* an experiment made at Monte 
Video, I say yes, in a great degree. 

Q. Were you acquainted, on the 
morning of the" 6th of July, that the ad- 
miral had embarked the heavy ordnance 
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ready for landing, and that the gun-boats 
were ready to cover such landing ? 

A. After my arrival at the Plaza del 
Toros, I saw the gun-boats close in shore. 
1 do not know of any other ordnance 
ready to land, except the one tM-pounder 
which I saw on the beach. It was landed 
under cover of the high ground of the 
Plaza del Toros, and therefore did not 
want any assistance or cover from the 
gun-boats. 

Q. At what period of the day on the 
6th, was it communicated to General 
Whitelocke that GeneFal Craufurd ancl 
Lieutenant-colonel Duff ha^urrendered 
to the enemy ? 

A. I think it was asserted in Genera! 
Liniers' letter. I did not feel that the 
fact was ascertained till 1 heard it from 
General Auchmuty, and he had derived 
his information from Captain Carrol of 
the 88th, who had come out with a llag 
of truce to that effect. 

Q. Having been informed, and find- 
ing the information true, that the Hat 
roofs w ere occupied, to the great annoy- 
ance of the troops, why was not an 
attempt made, at the commencement of 
the attack, to set lire to the houses, or 
was it ever suggested ? 

A. I believe it would be impossible to 
set lire to houses constructed as these 
were. / 

Q. Was General Whitelocke ac- 
quainted with the situation of Colonel 
Mahon's corps at the time he agreed to 
open a treaty with the Spanish General? 

A. I am not sure ; I think he was. 

Q. What was the distance from the 
Plaza del Toros to the water side, where 
the 24-po under was landed; and had 
you not then a communication from the 
rlaza del Toros with the shore? 

A. About 300 yards. The commu- 
nication there was principally open. 

Q. Where was the main body of the 
army, and how stationed, in the evening 
of the 6th, and what distance from the 
Plaza del Toros? 

A. I had not an opportunity of ob- 
serving at that time, being in the fort 
with a tlae; of truce. 

Q. \)o you know whet her any Spanish 
army was in the country which might 
have come in a few days to the assiaance 
of Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I have underitood that the whole 



population in that vicinity pot engaged 
in the defence of the town was assembling 
to assist them. 

Q. Might not the roads leading from 
the country to Buenos Ayres have been 
re-occupied by the British troops so as 
to prevent a supply of provisious being 
brought to the town? 

A. It was impossible, with the num- 
ber of British troops present before Bu* 
enos Ayres, from the extent of the town, 
to prevent or interdict any supplies that 
they might chuse to make. 

Q. How many main roads are there, 
to your knowledge, leading from the 
country into the town ? 

A. I' he number is very considerable. 
To some distance from the squares before 
described, there are four or live which I 
know of. From a point in the rear of 
Mr. White's house, between that and 
the Chuelo, after the squares cease, how 
many there are in the neighbourhood of 
the Kecolita I oannol so exactly tell. 

Q. Was not the position of the army 
on the 6th, with the ordnance intended 
to be landed by Admiral Murray, such 
as could have resisted every effort of the 
Spanish forces ? 

A. T do not know what ordnance Ad- 
miral Murray had directed to be landed. 
I do not think on the Gth, that the enemy 
could have made any impression of con- 
sequence on the British forces. 

Q. Is the Court to understand that 
you were made acquainted with the situ- 
ation of Colonel Mahon's corps when you 
were lirst sent to treat with the enemy? 

A. I do not exactly recollect whether 
Captain Whittingham had returned at 
that time or not. I think he had, and 
that he had reported that Colonel Mahon 
was on the march towards the Plaza del 
Toros. 

Pr/gadier-gencral Sir Samuel Auchmuty 

culled. 

The third and fourth charges being read 
to him, he was directed to proceed in 
his narrative, from the morning of the 
5th July to the close of the transac- 
tions at Buenos Avres. 

Sir Samuel Auchmuty. — Before the ap- 
pointed hour for the attack, 1 visited the 
different divisions of my brigade, and 
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found them posted as directed the even- 
ing before by the Quarter-master-gene- 
ral. 1 then took my station on the right 
wing of the 87th, the centre regiment of 
rny brigade. Ilaving been directed to 
detach the 38th regiment, which was the 
only corps that was not divided, on the 
signal being made of a cannonading from 
the centre, we advanced without any op- 
position between one and two miles. 
There were two streets between the left 
wing and the 87th regiment, and the 
Plaza del Toros. I consequently ex- 
pected to leave that post considerably 
to my left. The day had not sufficiently 
dawned to see any objects at a distance, 
nor had a shot been tired at us till we 
were suddenly assaulted by a discharge 
of grape from one or two guns (the latter 
I believe) in our front. Though the lire 
was extremely destructive, particularly 
on the grenadiers, the column still pushed 
on: and when a heavy fire of musquetry 
opened upon us from a building, which 
I afterwards found was the Plaza del To- 
ros, and which contained about a thou- 
sand men, the column remained for some 
time exposed to this tire, still desirous to 
advance. The rear of the column now 
commenced a firing, which made the si- 
tuation of those in tront more dangerous, 
At length it began to hover and fall back. 
At this moment Lieutenant-colonel But- 
ler, with the other officers, all of whom 
behaved with the utmost 'gallantry, ex- 
erted themselves to stop the men, and 
to induce them to follow me in an at- 
tempt to get into a garden on the right 
of the street, in which they succeeded, 
and we penetrated into the next parallel . 
street to the right of the one we had left. 
In advancing along this street we found 
a deep water course running through the 
centre of it, which fortunately sheltered 
us from the lire of the Plaza del Toros, 
which was still very heavy. This street 
Jed us to the river, where we occupied a 
large hou>-.', and collected the remains 
of my column, as well us the left column 
of the right, which had also been led to 
the front of the Pla/a del Toros, and 
which had suffered equally, if not more 
severely, than my right, and behaved 
with equal gallantry, having been obliged 
to pursue the same course, and to join 
us. During this service the regiments 
killed numbers of the enemy, and took 



about a hundred prisoners, with three 
held pieces. I now saw the colours of 
the 5th regiment planted on the tower of 
St. Cut ali na, which leaving me secure on' 
my right, I sent detached parties to my 
rear to clear the houses on the'heightt 
which the enemy were firing from, aiid 
which looked down upon my post. Du- 
ring this service, I heard a'nrine on my 
left, which convinced me that the 38th 
regiment was approaching ; and soon "af- 
terwards the heights in my rear were 
evacuated by the enemy. A communi- 
cation with the 3 8 til regiment was now 
practicable. I found that gallant and 
highly disciplined corps, under Major 
Nugent, well advanced in the attack of 
the Toros. \\ hen I joined them he was 
in possession of most of the enemy's ar- 
tillery, and all their stores and buildings, 
except the Toros itself, which still kept 
up a very heavy fire ; but Major Nugent 
had brought up a twelve-pounder, which 
was sheltered by the angle of a house, to 
bear close upon it. A detachment of the 
87th invested it on, the other side. Find* 
ing that the place must immediately sur- 
render, and desirous that Major Nugent 
should have the honour of finishing what 
he had so judiciously begun, and anxious 
to examine the post occupied by the 
5th, I ;eft the tower immediately after, 
and about nine o'clock it surrendered, 
on which I returned and ordered the 
87th into it. After making a few hasty 
arrangements, I proceeded through the 
streets to the convent of St. Catalina, and 
joined the right wing of the 6th. The 
left wing of that corps was advanced to- 
wards the 36th. Soon after my arrival, 
an oflice'r came to me from Brigadier- 
general Lumley, acquainting me that the 
ent'iny were in iorce near him ; that the 
left w ing of the 88th, and he believed the 
right wing, were made prisoners, and he 
was desirous of receiving any orders I 
might 'give. 1 recommended to -him, if 
he had not orders to the contrary from 
his superior officer, to remain at his post 
as long as lie could with safety; but, if 
hard pressed, to fall back on the 5th, to 
whom J. Uiould give orders to place 
themselves under his command. 1 then 
acquainted the commanding officer of 
the 3th, that I should return .to the To- 
ros, to put that place in a state of de- 
fence, and should General Lumley join 
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him with the 36th, to inform the General 
that I wished the two regiments, if hard 
. pressed hy the enemy, and in clanger of 
being surrounded, to join me at the Plaza 
del Toros, delaying as long as possible, 
that I might have time to make arrange- 
ments lor its security. I found some 
difficulty in returning to the Toros, scat- 
tered parties of the enemy being in the 
streets, and firing from the houses. Early 
in the forenoon General' Lumley joined 
me with the 5th and 36th, having met 
with much opposition from the enemy, 
in retiring from the posts they occupied, 
and which were considered as no longer 
tenable. 

During all this time I was ignorant of 
the station or intentions of the General, 
nor could I venture with safety, as I had 
no cavalry, to detach a small party to re- 
port to him, had I even known his sta- 
tion. At length, about four o'clock, 
Captain Whittingham came to me from 
head quarters: he acquainted me that 
the General in Chief and General Gower 
were at the ground they before occu- 
pied; that the General was ignorant of 
the situation of any of the columns, and 
had sent him to procure what informa- 
tion he could. After detailing to him 
the occurrences of the day as far as I 
was acquainted with them," I desired him 
to assure the General that I was under uo 
apprehensions for the safety of the post ; 
that I had opened a communication with 
the shipping, but that I was in want of an 
artillery officer, and some men of that 
corps. I recommended to him, if the 
events on the right of the town permit- 
ted, to join me, and make my post his 
head quarters. Early in the evening I 
received a second message from the Ge- 
neral, directing me to defend the post 
during the night, assuring me that he 
would communicate with me the next 
morning, and informing me that lie 
had sent sixteen artillerymen to join me, 
but that there was no commissioned of- 
licer attached to these men. The next 
morning a letter from General Liniers, 
addressed lo the Commander of the 
^'"'# forces, was received at the out posts, and 
a message from that General, acquaint- 
ing me that he should abstain from hos- 
tilities till twelve o'clock, waiting the Ge- 
neral's answer, provided these hostilities 
ceased at the dilfcrent posts. In reply I 



informed him I should send this letter 
with a Hag to General Whitelocke, and 
should abstain from firing on the town^ 
provided I should remain unmolested; 
but that I had no authority over the other 
parts of the army. By noon General 
Whitelocke and General Gower came td 
the Plaza del Toros, when the General 
was pleased to shew me the communica- 
tion from General Liniers, and confiden- 
tially to ask my opinion about acceding 
to the terms it proposed. When I re- 
flected on the unpleasant situation iu 
which the army was placed ; that all the 
light infantry and riflemen were prison- 
ers ; that upwards of half the troops" ori- 
ginally engaged, were now either killed, 
wounded, or prisoners, exclusive of the 
45th, who were shut up by the enemy ; 
that the remainder were fatigued, with- 
out confidence, and exposed to the most 
inclement season of the year without 
blankets, great coats, or a change of ne- 
cessaries, which at such a time must be 
productive of great sickness ; when I 
reflected on the scattered state of the 
troops, and the probability that Colonel 
Mahon's detachment, the only unattached 
or unfatigued part of the army, or the 
troops lett on the Miseide, by the Ge- 
neral, might be spiritedly attacked by 
"the whole force ot the enemy; when £ 
adverted to the difficulty of procuring 
ordnance stores, and provisions from the 
fleet, as none of the ships could approach 
within seven miles of the shore, and the 
river at that season so very tumultuous, 
and frequently not navigable; when E 
considered the loss which we must inevi- 
tably sustain if hostilities recommenced, 
from a people elated with their brilliant 
success ; the difficulty of burning or de- 
stroying the town with our artillery (for 
the nouses are all built ot brick, with ter- 
raced roofs, no wood employed in their 
construction, and the bricks so soft, that 
the shot penetrated without shaking 
them) ; when I adverted to the difii-r 
culty of making a retreat, and that we 
'must leave four thousand of our best 
troops in their possession; and t< the 
danger that must succeed even the cap- 
ture of the place, for our numbers would 
then have been totally unable to keep it; 
when 1 turned to the- situation in which 
Monte Video was left, with a garrison 
unequal to maintain it, without advert- 
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ing at all to the inhabitants ; without any 
hopes of a reinforcement, (for the troops 
which were expected from England were 
supposed to have borne away for the 
West Indies ;) when I weighed all these 
circum*tances, and was persuaded that 
Monte Video could onlv be maintained 
supposing the army could' have ejected 
their retreat ; their provisions from the 
ships, or from the country, would cer- 
tainlv have been short ; but more parti- 
cularly when I called to mind the de- 
claration of his Majesty's ministers, and 
their instructions to General White !<.»cke, 
that the possession of the country could 
Dot be aw object, unless it could be 
maintained by a force which I know by 
experience was very insufficient for that 
purpose, I had no hesitation in saying, 
that if better terms could not be obtain- 
ed, and a period of six months given h»r 
the evacuation of Monte Video, .with a 
facility to the merchants to dispose of 
their goods, it was my opinion they 
should be acceded to. The General 
immediately called to General Gcwer, 
and acquainted him that I was of the same 
x opinion with them both, upon which Gen. 
Gowcr observed to me that he had object- 
ed to an\ answer being returned till the 
Plaza del "Torus should be examined ; 
but tinding that the possession of it by 
no means insured, or even greatly faci- 
litated the capture of the place, he 
thought it would be prudent to enter 
into negotiation. General Gower was 
then sent into the town, and returned in 
the evening, saying that a period of two 
months for the evacuation of Monte Vi- 
deo was positively insisted on, and he 
believed would not be rescinded. The 
General then determined to accept the 
term?, and a treaty was concluded, a 
copv of which I first saw on my return 
to England. 

Examined by the Judge Advocate. 

Q. Do you know the number of en- 
trenching tools in possession of your co- 
lumn on the morning of the 5th of Ju'v ? 

A. 1 do no1 know of any. 

tj. C-M) you slate what number of ar- 
tillery and artillerymen wmv alta.hed to 
your column on the irorn:r«» of the 5th, 
and how the soldiers of that orps were 
enrol -.;\cd } 



A. I had neither artillery nor artillery- 
men with me, nor do I kuow how the 
corps was employed further than the 
cannonading the streets as a signal to 
advance. 

Q. You have stated that vou received 
two messages from General Whitelocke 
in the course of the 5th ; by whom were 
these messages conveyed r 

A. The messages were given in a note 
from the General's secretary, and con- 
veved by a t[u;:rter-ma*tcr of dragoons, 
if 1 recofhvt ri^ht. 

<}. Ai you liave stated that Captain 
^Vhittmqiiam came to vou about four 
o'clock, when you received for answer 
that General >\"hitelocke thought it ex- 
pedient to comply with your lecom- 
mrndation to make the IMoza del Toros 
his head (mailers, had he thought proper 
so to do. would he, or would he not liave 
reached the Plaza del Toros soon after, 
six o'clock on the 5th ? 

A. I i eally think he might. 

Q. Do you know with what escort 
the quarter-master reached the Plaza 
del Toros r 

A. He had sixteen artillerymen with 
him. I do not know what other escort, 
or whether he had any. 

Q . H ow cou Id C olonel Mahon's corpt , 
with the troops of the Coral, be attacked 
by the whole force of the enemy if the 
British troops occupied the Plaza del 
Toros, and the Resiaencia ? 

A. 1 neither heard the firing nor the 
attack made on the 83th regiment, that 
were close to me in the rear of General 
Craufurd's brigade, both of which were 
closer to me than the troops under Co- 
lonel Mahon. The regiments I had with 
me at the Plaza del 1 oros had been so 
scattered and destroyed, I did not col- 
lect more thantwelvehundred that night, 
which force was insufficient for detaching 
a force to the Residencia, which I u£ 
derstood was shut up. 

Q. Wlirnce did you derive your 
information as to the ricjht dank, and 
their occupation off the Residencia, or 
that the Residencia was shut up in the 
course ot the 6th ? • y 

A. 1 canr.ot call to miad when or how 
I heard of it. 

Adjourned until to-morrow* 
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TWENTIETH DAY. 

Wednesday, Feb. 24. 

T»e Court being assembled pursuant to 
adjournment, Brigadier -gem-nil Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty was called and 
further examined. 

Sir Samuel Auckmutt), — " Before I 
proceed, I beg the indulgence of the 
Court to allow me to add to ttiat part 
of my evidence of yesterday, inhere I had 
stated that I recommended to the Lieu- 
tenant-general, to join me' at the Plaza 
delToros, and make that position his head 
quarters, the words following ; ' and not 
to hurry himself, as my post was secure, 
but to wait and know the events of the 
night, and the situation of the right 
wing. " 

Judge Advocate. — Let this be added 
to Sir Samuel Auchmuty's former evi- 
dence. 

The order for the attack (as adverted 
to yesterday) was then read. 

Q. Were these orders complied with, 
as far as related to the corps under your 
command ? 

A. They were complied with, as far 
as circumstances would permit. 

Q. Did the troops proceed with un- 
loaded arms ? 

A. They were unloaded as w.e ad- 
vanced. 

Q. You have stated, that in your 
report to General Whitelocke, through 
Captain Whittingham, you desired to 
have an artillery officer "and aoine men 
tent to you, and that sixteen men were 
sent, but no officer. V,o you know why 
the General did not semi an officer with 
these men? 

A. I do not recollect that any reason 
was given. 

Q, You said, that among the reasons 
which induced you to enter into a ne- 
gociation on the terms proposed by Ge- 
neral Liniers, one was, that the troops 
were fatigued and without confidence. 
Explain what you meant by the term, 
without confidence ? 

A. The Court may more easily con- 
ceive than 1 can express, what I meant 
by the words want of confidence. The 
troops certainly were entirely without 



confidence at the time I am speaking of, 
many of them were speaking in terms 
\ highly improper, but which we could 
not take notice of. By want of confi- 
dence, I mean want of confidence in their 
general. 

Q. Had your knowledge of this want 
of confidence of the troops in their ge- 
neral expressed in the manner \oti have 
described, a considerable share in de- 
ciding yon to approve of the abandon- 
ment of tho>e advantages which the 
troop; had gained at Buenos Ayres, and 
also giving up the strong post of Monte 
Video ? 

A. It certainly had some share in in- 
ducing me to recommend the giving up 
of Monte Video. As to the advantages 
gained at Buenos Ayres, having pur- 
chased them so dearlv, I cannot consi- 
der them as such. 

Q. If, instead of that want of confi- 
dence, you had found the troops full of 
contidence in their general on the 6th, 
and that you had reason to think that 
well placed, should you have thought 
yourself justified in recommending the 
abandonment of Monte Video, under the 
circumstances in which you were then 
placed ? 

A. I should have hesitated much, but 
I still think I should. 

Q. If Lieutenant-general Whitcloeke's 
instructions were, not to abandon Monte 
Video except in case of necessity, are 
you of opinion that that case of necessity 
had arrived, in a military point of view, 
to justify the abandonment of Monte 
Video on the 6th July r 

A. If General Whitelocke's orders 
were, not to abandon Monte Video, but 
in case of necessity, I do think, in a mi- 
litary view, that necessity had arrived, 
' if bettei terms could not oe obtained. 

Q. Are you then of opinion that the 
British forces at Buenos A\res, on the 
6th, together with the garrison left at 
Monte Video, were not, in a military 
point of view, sufficient to retain the pos- 
session of Monte Video? 

A. A much less number of men could 
have retained Monte Video, had they 
been then in garrison there. 

Q. Is it your opinion that the garrison 
could not have been supplied with pro- 
visions, either from the country, or by 
means of the shipping 5 
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uithority % for observing, that this General Whitelocke then put in a 
is to examine facts, and apply paper, which was read by the Judge Ad- 
Facts to their own judgment. vocate. It stated his objections to this 
ge Advocate. Early in these pro- question, on the grounds, not only of its 
igs, the court came to an unani- being against law, and against justice, 
agreement, that they would admit but as establishing a most injurious pre- 
ice upon questions of opinion as cedent. In courts of law it was not the 
u upon questions of fact. I am practice to take questions of opinion, 
nely anxious to obtain the opinion except on subjects of science, as, a mail 
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o examine on these points, the of such wound, or his epinion of its being 
will, of necessity, have to erase properly treated ; but questions of opi- 
their proceedings all the opinions nk>n, on the general conduct of any 
we several officers who have al- man, had never been known, excepting 
been examined. in the case of Lord George Sackville, 
Dn this the Court was cleared where suggestions of opinion were ad- 
5 about half an hour. When we mitted, under the very peculiar circumr 
re-admitted, and the proceedings stances of the case. A witness should 
ed, the question had been over- state merely what he saw, and what 

and the witness was again ex- passed within bis own knowledge ; but it 
d. ^ was for the Court to deduce the ncces- 

Did you include, in the opinion sary inferences, and to form their con- 
ave in the treaty, any expression elusions. He trusted he should be enr 
robation on the conduct which had ablcdto prove that the opinions, already 
ced the existing state of circum- given, were founded in prejudice, for 
» on the 6th July? , there were enough of witnesses who 

a Question was objected to by Ge- would rest their judgment or conclu T 
Whitelocke. sions on the success or failure of any 

Ige Advocate. — " It appears by line of conduct. Different men may rea- 
aper put into my hand, that the son dittciently even on the same facts, 
tionot General Whitelocke merely therefore mere opinions should hot be 
nts to an observation. He asks, admitted in evidence of these facts. Ife 
i the question apply to an opinion therefore solemnly protested against (his 
? plan of attack, or generally to the mode of examination, and trusted the 
ict of the Commander in Chief? Court would preserve its dignity and 
; first, General Whitelocke does consistency. He entreated the Court to 
bject to it ; but, if the latter, he give a little consideration to the case of 
request permission of the Court to Lord Keppel, in which he begged leave 
.' When I put the question, I to refer to the examination of I <ord Mul- 
t to apply it generally to the con- grave, who refused to answer the Court 
of the general during the whole of upon questions of opinion, 
xpedition, and consequently in- Here General Whitelocke presented 
ig the plan of attack. I shall state to the Judge Advocate a volume con? 
^articular grounds upon which I taining the trial of Lord JCeppcl, an( j 
lis question. It is, because I have pointed out the examination he had al- 
n to understand, that the Court luded to, and which the Judge Advocate 
conceive that the opinions of of- read tltroughout. From this it appeared 

which are grounded upon rank that Lord Mulgrave was severely re- 
experience, and unon local know- primahded by tne Court for refusing to 
, may give essential assistance in answer the question they had put to 
ng their judgment upon the whole him. 

s case. Upon this ground I have Lieutenant-general Sir John Moore.— 
dy put questions to the other of- It appears to mc that this conies tq a 

employed in this expedition, and very simple statement. At Moute Vi- # 
this ground I now repeat the ques- deo Sir Samuel Auchmuty was asked his 

opinion by General Whitelocke, and he 

Q 
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gave it. Now we want to know the 
fact on which that opinion was ground* 
ed. It is a fact, not a question of 
opinion. 

Judge Advocate. — I am not shaken in 
my judgment by any thing I have been 
reading to the Court. I do mean, most 
decidedly, with the approbation of the 
Court, to follow up tins question, as well 
as others. 

General JVhitelocke. — As explained, I 
no longer object to the question being 
followed ; but I object to the Judge Ad- 
vocate asking the general grounds of an 
opinion hypothetically. 

Judge Advocate* — The question in 
debate is not hypothetical, . 

The question was then repeated to the 
witness. 

A. Certainly not. 

Q. Was it, or was it not, your opi- 
nion, that the force which left Monte 
Video to engage in the expedition against 
Buenos Ayres, if differently conducted, 
would have been successful ? 

Judge Advocate. — I do not now mean 
to conceal that this is a matter of opi- 
nion, but founded on fact. I am ready 
to answer any objection, as I am asking 
the opinion of an officer who held a high 
station, and who has been on the spot, 
with the view to obtain such necessary 
and important information as may assist 
the Court in their judgment upon the 
fact. 

General Garth. — I certainly object to 
this question, and still upon the grounds 
of its being matter of opinion, which the 
Court are not bound to go into. 

Here the Court was again cleared, 
and after a deliberation of about twenty 
minutes, the witness was again called, 
and the question repeated. 

Q. Was it, or- was it not, your opinion, 
that the force which left Monte Video to 
engage in the expedition against Buenos 
Ayres, if differently conducted, would 
have proved successful ? 

A. Most certainly. In my opinion 
the force was fully sufficient for tne re- 
duction of Buenos Ayres, 

Cross-examined by General Whitelockc* 

Q. Considering all the circumstances, 
and the manner of attack, . was not the 
station selected by myself and General 



Gower a proper one, or where wouW 
you, in sur.h a case, have remained dur- 
ing the attack ? 

A. The station was certainly, as far as 
I can judge, a proper one, at the com- 
mencement of tlie attack. 

Q. Should you have thought it judi- 
cious, safe, or proper, to have allowed 
the men to advance with loaded arms? 
and did you consider yourself restricted 
from loading when you arrived at your 
post, if loading should then become ne- 
cessary? 

A. I should certainly, with a principal 
part of an army, prefer marching through 
a town with unloaded arms; and I did 
not consider myself restricted from 
loading when it sliould become neces- 
sary. 

Q. What number of inhabitants were 
there in Monte Video? 

A. The population of Montevideo 
was estimated at 20,000 ; but certainly 
it contained no such number when I 
commanded. I should think the popu- 
lation might have been about 12 or 
14,000. 

Q. If Monte Video had been held by 
a garrison which must be supplied from 
the shipping with uncertainty and diffi- 
culty, must not all the original inhabi- 
tants have been sent away ? • 

A. Undoubtedly. 

Q. Would any point maintained by 
me, which must have exasperated the 
inhabitants, been of any advantage* or 
have facilitated hereafter the views of 
this country as to Spanish America, or 
would it not have had a contrary ten- 
dency? 

. A. It wowld not have been of any pre- 
sent advantage, nor would it havertacili- 
tated the views of this country, unless 
this country had determined to conquer 
Spanish America by force. 

Q. Had you not stated to government, 
before my arrival at Monte Video, that 
it would, in your opinion, require a force 
of 15,000 men^ and did your experience 
of the dispositions of the inhabitants, or 
any other circumstance, lead, you to 
alter i\vaX opinion? 

A. I stated to government, that ta 
conquer and to Iceep that country, 
would require a force of 1 5,00G men. I 
have not since had any reason to alter 
that opinion* ' 
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• Q. Had we any probable means of induced the Spaniards willingly to ex- 
getting back the prisoners taken from us, change with an equal number of British 
and the 17th regiment, and other pri- prisoners? 

soners taken from General Beresford's A. They were of the best description 
regiment, according to the terms of re- of their troops ; but I am positively per- 
linuuishing the Plata ? suaded they would not have released them 

A. I know of no other means of re- by an exchange of an equal number of 
coyering the prisoners taken under Ge- our men. 

neral Beresford, and I am very doubtful Q. Might not the possession of Monte 
that any other measures could be adopt- Video, with sufficient shipping to corn- 
ed for flie recovery of those taken in the mand the entrance of thb Plata, have 
attack. answered to facilitate other views of this 

country than the conquest of Spanish 
Re-examined by the Judge Advocate. South America. 

A. If by other views are meant views 
Q. What were the number of prisoners of facilitation, I think not. 
taken by the brigade under your com- 
mand? Lieutenant-colonel Nugent worn and 
A. About 700. examined. 
Q. In reply to a question put by Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, whether the station Q. Had you the command of the 38th 
occupied by him and General Gower regiment on the 5th July. 
was a proper one during the attack, you A. I had. 

stated that the station was a proper one Q. Did that regiment form part of 
in the commencement of the attack, the brigade under the command of Sir 
Was it, in your opinion, a proper station Samuel Auchmuty } 
for General Whitelocke, Commander in A. It did. 

Chief, to remain in stationary, from Q. State the operations of that regi- 
day-break until sun-set, during such a ment from the period you marched on 
day, and under such circumstances, as by signal on the morning of the 5th; to 
those which passed within your know- the taking of the Plaza del Toros, and 
ledge during the 5th ? forming a junction with the corps under 

A. I am not sufficiently master of the Sir Samuel Auchmuty. 
disposition of the forces, of the situation A. I marched with the regiment from 
of the country, or of the plans and inten- their cantonments by five o'clock on the 
tions of the commander of the forces, to morning of the 5th, to the place appoint- 
answer that question with decision. »ed to me by Sir Samuel Auchmuty, on 

a road leading to the church of Recolita, 
Examined by the Court. with my rear clear of the line to be oc- 

cupied by the left column of the 87th. 
Q. What number of artillery were On the commencement of the cannon- 
taken from the enemy, and of what ca- ading, at half past six o'clock, we pushed 
Ubres? forward, and in about twenty minuies 

A. Thirty-two pieces of cannon, most reached a lane leading to the Plaza del 
of them field-pieces, and the calibres an- Toros, and at the head of which was a 
swering to 6 and 12 pounders t many of large house, occupied by a detachment 
them were our own guns, which had of the enemy, who kept up a sharp fire 
been taken from General Beresford. on the column as it approached. The 

Q. In what state were the guns? door, however, we in a short time burst 
Vfcfe they spiked ; and what quantity of open; and the troops within were put to 
ammunition ? the bayonet. The enemy having a nu- 

A. The guns were a|l spiked » how- merous artillery outside the Plaza del 
ever I was successful in clearing the Toros, we endeavoured to obtain posses- 
touch-holes of some of them. There sion of it, but the destructive fire in all 
was abundance of ammunition. directions rendered it impracticable, and 

Q. Were the 700 prisoners taken by we lo3t a number of men in the attempt, 
yoty of that description which would have I judged it expedient to get possession of 
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another large house which looked to the tion to come to the charge. We ad- 
river, and was situated at the edge of the vanced at a quick pace down the street ; 
cliff, and which was at that time occu- the enemy, on our advance, abandoned 
pied by the enemy, in order to silence four pieces of cannon, with which they 
their jjuns, by being enabled to turn had been apparently retiring on the left, 
their right flank. Accordingly two com- It was soon ascertained that they had 
panies were detached for that purpose, spiked the guns and shot the horses pre- 
and having possessed themselves of the vious to their abandonment. The co- 
house, they sallied out by a back door, lumn reached the river without opposi- 
and charged the enemy in the fort and tion ; I then looked about to observe 
barracks of the Retiro, on the flag-staff what bouses were proper to take.posses- 
pf which we hoisted our colours, and sion of according to the plan of attack, 
from whence the enemy retreated, spik- I retired from the column about fifty 
ing all their guns but one 12 pounder, paces for that purpose, but the Are then 
which we immediately turned upon the commencing, I thought it necessary to 
Plaza. The good s effects of this was load, and then broke into a house, of the 
soon observable, as after a very few top of which we took possession, and 
rounds numbers were seen to rush out, displayed the regimental colours of the 
endeavouring to escape towards the 5th. I then detached parties to take 
town. Continuing the cannonade for possession qf different houses, aad of a 
some time, a white handkerchief was church near. By this time a very gall- 
shewn by the enemy in the building, and ing Are commenced from the Plaza del 
about half past nine the remainder with- Toros, which commanded the house 
pi, amounting to about 400 men, sur- where I had taken station. Between 
rendered at discretion. In the course nine and ten o'clock the firing from the 
pf half an hour afterwards we were joined Plaza ceased, and the British colours 
j>y General Auchmuty, who, during the were hoisted on it. Having remained 
cannonade, ordered the &7th from their till near 12 o'clock, some of the. men 
position, to relieve a company of the pointed-out French colours on a house to 
£8th, which I had placed in charge of the right, expressing a wish to take them, 
the prisoners then in the Plaza, and sent and as I had received no orders during 
that company to join their regiment, that period, I left a serjeant and twelve 
which was posted at different places, at men to guard the prisoners, many of 
the Retiro, and at the end of streets whom were brought to me by detached 
leading into the town. During the day parties, as well as to protect the wound- 
General Lumley, with the 5 th and 36th, ed. I then advanced to the right, but 
joined us at our position. received so heavy a fire, that I thought 

it necessary to break open a door on the 

TJie Honourable Major King sworn and left, into the court yard of which I had 

examined' the wounded men brought. I then pro- 
ceeded to attempt the house where the 

Q. Did you command the left wing French flag was flying. On advancing 

pf the 5th regiment on the 5th July? we sustained such loss, that I found it ne* 

A. I did. cessary to retire to the house I had pic* 

'Q. State the operations of that wing, viously broken open, 

(tf which you had the command, during Adjourned until to-morrow, 
the attack on the town, till you rejoined 

Sir Samuel Auchmuty. ■ ? ■ 

A. Having previously, on the evening 

of the 4th received my orders from Sir T W ENTY-FIRST DAY.' 
pamuel Auchmuty, i formed the leit 

Wing of the 5th regiment, opposite the t h URSDAY , jebkuary 25: 
avenue appointed by him, and on the 

commencement of the cannonade in The Court being met, pursuant to ad* 

the centre of the columns advanced, journment, the Honourable Major 

reaching the entrance, of a>treet, I or- King was again called in, and his evi- 

f)ere4 the front rank o{ the leading sec? deuce of the precediagday being reao> 
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»r by the Deputy Judge Advocate, 
resumed his narrative. 

« 

i returning to the court-yard of this 
r, I sent an officer with the wounded 
i place where I had left the surgeon. 
► sent by him a request for a rein- 
tnent from Colonel Davie, and was • 
i by a few more men. At the same 
I received a message from Briga- 
reneral Lumley, stating that I co- 
l his right. The men still expressing 
ardour to attack the house that dis- 
d the French flag, I advanced, but 
ig the offensive and defensive means 
e enemy so much superior to mine, 
notwithstanding my supposing, from 
ircumstance ot the flag, that it was 
lied by some officer important to 
lemy, I was again obliged to retire 
? court-yard I had possessed myself 
The enemy had two pieces of can- 
t the upper end of the street, which 
were prevented from working by 
re of our musketry. The tops of 
touses were completely occupied 
? enemy, and it was in their power 
estroy our men with very little 
x to themselves, as it only occa- 
ly happened that we could nre with 
when their heads were seen over 
arapet. Added to this, the diffi- 
f of breaking open the houses was 
nely great. Any attempt to get 
be beiorementioned house proved 
tther ineffectual, and as the enemy 
: cut me off by superior numbers 
ained in the court-yard till we sent 
e wounded. I then retired to a 
where I found a detachment of 
6th, and shortly after Captain 
t of the 5th informed me that a 
of the enemy was advancing from 
pper end of the street. I formed 
en with an intention of advancing 
trge, but on approaching I observ- 
i officer with a white handkerchief 
•> hand. I therefore ordered my 
to halt, remaining ready at the 
e, my front extending across the 
By this time the enemy was 
dose: I advanced to the officer, 
bad also baited, and from whom I 
stood that he surrendered himself 
is party prisoners of war : I desir- 
em to lay down their arms, and to 
« tips prder seized wo or th,ree of 



their firelocks and threw them on the 
ground, still observing that the enemy 
accumulated in numbers, and were me- 
nacing my party by flourishing their 
swords. Just at that moment one of 
them presented at me, when one of the 
5th started forward and made a thrust 
with his bayonet at the officer to whom I 
was speaking, who evaded injury by 
starting aside. Seeing now that they 
did not lay down their arms, I judged 
it best to demand his sword, which he 
instantly gave me ; but the officer who 
carried the colours, at that moment, in- 
formed me that the enemy had attempt* 
ed to seize them, I gave the word to 
charge, and the enemy turned and ran 
away, leaving a few killed behind them. 
After this nothing material occurred. 
We proceeded, according to my orders, 
to break open the houses, and while on 
this service £ received an order from ' 
General Lumley to retire to the Plaua ■ 
del Toros, and form a junction with the 
right wing of the 5th. The order wag 
immediately obeyed, and about three 
o'clock I entered the Plaza del Toros. 

Q. What number of intrenching tools, 
or other instruments proper for the 
purpose of breaking open houses, had 
your wing, in point of tact ? 

A. I cannot exactly remember, but 
we had some. 

Q. What sort of tools. were they? 

A. To the best of my recollection* 
some of them were the regimental pio- 
neers' tools, a crow-bar and a mattock 
or two which we fouud in the suburbs of 
Buenos Ayres. 

Lieutenant-colonel Davie sworn and 
examined. 

Q. Did you command the 5th regi- 
ment on the 5th July? 

A. 1 did. 

Q. State the operations of the wine 
under your command, from the period 
of marching on to the attack, to the time 
of your junction with Brigadier-general 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty, at the Plaza del 
Toros. 

A. The right column, under my conv 
maud, proceeded at half past six o'clock 
in the morning of the 5th, down the 
street that had been appointed to us the 
evening be^pre by Sir Samuel Auchmuty, 
and we arrived at the banks of the jivef 
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at half past seven without the slightest 
opposition. I immediately hoisted the 
lung's colours on the tops oi houses in the 
square nearest the river, or the different 
augtes of intersecting streets, and shortly 
after, in conjunction with two companies 
of the left wing, I took possession of the 
church of St. Catalina, from the tower of 
which I could observe, at about nine 
oYlock, the white flag hoisted on the 
Plaza del Toros. Captain Brook, assis- 
tant quarter-master-general, by that 
time joined me, and informed me of the 
capture of the Retiro. I proceeded 
along the strand to receive orders from 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty, who came to the 
church about 1 1 o'clock, and after mak- 
ing liis observations upon the tower, he 
gave me orders to retain the position I 
then held, or, if too much pressed by 
the enemy, to retire to him at the Plaza 
del Toros. About one o'clock I received 
a message from General Luinrey, by a 
serjeant of the 36th,' to request me to 
advance to support him on the right. I 
immediately proceeded with three com- 
panies, and on joining him found the 
36th had received orders to retire. Two 
companies of the left wing, under the 
honourable Major King, then joined me, 
and we retired along the strand in the 
rear of the 36th, and arrived at the Toros 
about half past two o'clock. 

Brigadier-general tlie Honourable Wil- 
liam Luniley again called and ex- 
amined, 

Q. Did you lead the right wing of the 
36th regiment, which formed a part of 
the brigade under your command, which 
brigade was composed of the 36th and 
88tn regiments, on the day of the attack 
upon the town of Buenos Ayres? 

A. I did. 

Q. State the operations of the right 
wing, which you led, from the com- 
mencement ot the attack, to the period 
of forming a junction with the corps 
under Sir Samuel Auchmuty, and what 
comes within your knowledge, of the 
operations of the other wings of the bri- 
gade ? 

A. About six o'clock in the morning 
of the 5th, the two regiments composing 
my brigade were formed, having left 
t}ieir packs and great coats ior their can- 



tonments, under a good guard, as di- 
rected by the previous orders we had 
received. The 88th were in two 
columns, with the heads of each to the 
road, down which they were to proceed, 
and the 36th were in one column, in rea- 
diness to move in the direction in which 
I intended to lead them myself, until I 
could ascertain . the two nearest parallel 
roads to those down which the 88th were 
to march, I having given orders to Co- 
lonel Duff and Major Vandeleur com- 
manding the two before-mentioned co* 
lumns of the 88th, to move slowly, but 
not to advance beyond their outposts till 
the signal guns were fired. They were 
then to push rapidly on, and penetrate 
as far as possible to the river, or to post 
themselves as far in advance as they 
could, taking possession of any church or 
large house or houses whicn they might 
be afterwards best able to maintain and 
defend. Accompanied by Lieutenant- 
colonel Stewart, the deputy Adjutant- 
general, on General Craufurb?s expedW 
tion, and Captain Watson, of the ar- 
tillery, who had served in the capture 
of Monte Video, but was now on the 
establishment of the Cape, both of whom 
being, at that time, unemployed, bad. 
volunteered their services with me on 
landing, and to whose zealous and active 
assistance, together with that of Brigade- 
major Roche, I shall ever feel myself' 
highly obliged, I proceeded in an oblique* 
direction with the 36th, till I again came 
on the road which appeared to me to 
lead directly into the town. 1 soon 
after detached the left wing of the 36th, 
under the command of Captain Cross, 
still further to the left, to move in a di- 
rection parallel to the right wing, on the 
first road he could turn into, that would 
enable him to do so, and with the same 
orders I had previously given to Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Duff and .Major Vande- 
leur. About this time the signal guns 
were fired, and the day began to dawn. 
I can now speak only of the movements 
of the right wing under Lieutenant- 
colonel Bourne, which the necessity of 
ascertaining the direction of the roads 
had placed me with. I then proceeded 
as rapidly as the extremely broken up 
state of the roads would suffer us, and 
soon after our entering the street a partial 
fire of musketry commenced upon us ia 
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us directions. We however suc- 
jd in pushing our way to the last 

street connected with the river, 
pick-axes which had been delivered 
e columns proved useless in break- 
pen the doors and windows, which 
throughout this town amazingly 
g and heavy; but, by the united 
s of the soldiery, we at length 
d an entrance into some few houses 
lei with and nearest to the river, 
of these houses was large and high, 
situated between the last street and 
•each, and in this I directed the co- 

of the 36th to be planted as a sig- 
tnd encouragement to the other co- 
s of the brigade, and also to such 
* parties of the army as might ob- 
i it. The cross street, in the rear 
y position, was now enfiladed by ivto 

from that part of the square im- 
ately under, the fort, as also by 
' guns in the fort itself. The fire of 
i of these guns was generally direct- 
ith great precision and effect against 
large house before-mentioned, and 
nstant and heavy fire of musketry 
poured upon us, without our being 
:ely able to discover the directions 
which it came, so completely did 
►arapets conceal the assailants. We 

thus situated for some time, till at 
h six men of the 88th, and some 
adiers of the 36th, who had made 

way over the tops of some houses 
intervened between us and a po- 
l from which they were obliged to 
;, arrived, and reported that almost 
vhole of the 88th were taken pri- 
rs. This intelligence was soon after 
rmed by Colonel Eglio, a Spanish 
er, who came to me with a flag of 
?, and affirmed that above 1000 of 
men were already prisoners, and 
osed to me to surrender. This I 
mptorily refused, and almost imme- 
ily after it was reported to me that 

guns were advancing along the 
h, no doubt, for the purpose of tak- 
us in front. My anxiety was now 

great to ascertain, the situation of 
Samuel Auchmuty, whom 1 had ex- 
ed to be on my left, and Captain 
son offered to endeavour to find his 
ition for me. All opposition to the 
ny had by this time ceased on the 

of Ue 88th, . and the fire of both 



artillery and musketry was directed 
against the 36th. An attempt was also 
now made to bring forward two guns 
into the very street, down which 1 had 
marched, and at the end of which I now 
stood. Though at some distance from 
me, this measure would have completely 
enfiladed my position in the rear, as the 
guns on the beach were intended to do 
in front. About this period I ordered up 
the left wing of the 36th, and nearly at 
the same time Major King, of the 5th, 
by good chance, appeared with the left 
wing of his regiment in my rear, at the 
further end of the street, and in the very 
moment when the enemy had assembled 
in great numbers, and were dragging 
forward the two cannon before-men- 
tioned ; but the gallant resistance he op- 
posed to these, enabled him to get pos- 
session of the guns for a short tune. I 
believe, indeed, that even had the ne- 
cessity for self-defence urged us to fire 
before this period, the contest would have 
been very unequal from the first, op- 
posed, as we were, not only by a nume- 
rous artillery, but a shower of musketry 
from every direction. I now sent to 
Lieuteuant-colonel Davie, of the 5th, to 
recommend his advancing to the sup- 
port of the left wing of his regiment. 
Two Spanish officers had again come out 
to propose a surrender, but as their man- 
ners were rude and uncourteous, 1 re- 
commended them to retire without de- 
lay. Colonel Eglio soon afterwards 
again appeared, and advanced towards 
me, with authority from General Liniers, 
to require our unconditional surrender 
within a quarter of an hour, and I was 
again peremptory in my refusal. At 
the time of these discussions a total ces- 
sation of firing had apparently taken 
place in every other part of the town, 
from which circumstance I concluded 
that the troops under General Craufurd 
were either taken prisoners or had been 
obliged to retire. Numbers of the 
enemy, during this conference with -the 
Spanish officers, seemed intoxicated 
either with liquor or their success, or 
perhaps with both, and frequently rushed 
forward with the design of taking pri- 
soners, or of putting our men to confW 
sion, but their temerity often proved 
fatal to thorn. The guns bad also ad- 
vanced from the beach, and were co- 
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liot reach our quarters till eleven or Ironmonger, who had the command of 
twel-e nMork at night. The meat was these companies, aud directed him io 
ready for the men in their quarters, but give me some reason for their appearing 
having to light their tires and to cook .it, in this manner. He intimated to me 
it was reported to me that it was near that Gen. Gowjer had directed him to 
two o'clock in the morning before they take the flints out.; I immediately or-" 
had any thing to eat; after which the dered hun to get flints from such other 
usual quantity of wine was served to companies as could spare them;- but, I 
them. am sorry to say, the whole of them could 

Q. What provisions had they on the not be provided, and Major Vandeleur, 
5th. who commanded the let! wing ot the re- 

A. To the best of my recollection, giment, reported to me that two met 
when we joined General Auchmuty at actually fell in the streets in the act of 
the Plaza del I oros, they got some. putting, in their flints. We advauced to 

Q. State the casualties of the 36th on the attack ; but it may be necessary 
the 5th. for me to state, that I had so bad an 

A. From what I first could learn, opinion of it in my own mind, that I left 
there were two officers and twenty-four my colours at head quarters lest they 
rank and hie killed. I afterwards found should be taken. According to the 
there were nine officers killed, three spirit of the order of assault which I had 
wounded, and sixty rank and file killed, received, I advanced my battalion iq 
It was afterwards ascertained there were two wings, each consisting of. abojt two 
a great many more. hundred and twenty-five rank and file, 

Q. What do you think was the 1 directed Major Vandeleur to lead his 
strength of the enemy protecting the wiug to the spot that General Lumley 
guns which you charged, and what was ordered me to penetrate to, as near to 
the strength of the detachment with the principal advance of the enemy as 
which you took them ? he possibly could. After giving him 

A. I cannot speak positively, but there these orders, I led my own wing to a 
Slight have been three or four hundred church which I had been directed by 
of the enemy; my party amounted to General Lumley to take possession of. t 
fifty men, or thereabouts : I do not think met neither opposition, nor sustained any 
I had more. K fire till I entered by the gate-way of the 

church, when the enemy commenced a 

Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Duff tremendous fire of musketry, from the 

sworn and examined, opposite house. Having lost nearly 

thirty men in this gateway, and finding 

Q. Did you command the right wing the impracticability of breaking open 

of the 88th regiment on the morning of the church-door with the instruments 

the attack ? that were given me, I deemed it prudent 

A. I did. to leave this situation, and to penetrate 

Q. State the operations of the wing further into the town, in the hope of 

under your command on that day ? gaining a more advantageous position. 

A. I think it necessary to state to the On leaving this gateway, we were as? 

Court, that on the morning of the 5th sailed by a continual fire ; but we pushed 

I conceived myself so weak, that I did through the street till I concluded that 

liot think I could att in my point. The we were near the citadel. Finding I 

regiment under my command might, had lost so many men in the streets; 

indeed, be called a mere detachment, my four grenadier officers beipg wound- 

I sent, therefore, to head quarters to eel; the major, the adjutant, and assist- 

request that two or three of the compa- ant surgeon, being killed, and having 

nies that were there might be sent to lost, in killed and wounded, from eighty 

BtrenjtM n me. They were sent ac- to one hundred rank and file out of my 

cordu.gly, but, to my utter astonish- small column, I defiled ray left, and 

nie.-.t, st as 1 was moving off, I found took possession of three houses. On 

that hese companies were without flints! the tops of two of these houses I formed 

Observing .this, 1 interrogated Major my men agreeably to the spirit of the 
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order* I had received. Having main- 
tained this position about four hours, 
finding 1 continued to lose a consider- 
able number of my. men, two more of 
my officers being wounded, the enemy 
firing ou me from ail dip-U'ons, and 
hearing no lire on my left, wu eh made 
mo conclude that the "left must have re- 
tired, and 1 could have no chance ot re- 
ceiving their support, I assembled the 
officers, and taking their opinion on the 
subject, 1 decmeu it most prudent to 
accept the enemy's terms ot surrender 
on the proviso taut we should be treated 
as we ought to be. On being marched 
prisoners into the citadel, I rejoiced to 
And 1. had adopted a measure which 
saved the lives of my remaining men, as 
I then discovered that I was surrounded 
on ail sides by at least three or tour 
thousand of the inhabitants, troops, and 
armed people. On entering the citadel 
I found that Major Vandeleur had also 
been obliged to surrender about half an 
hour before me, as tar as 1 can recollect ; 
but of the whole of this small detachment 
(for 1 can scarcely call it a regiment) 1 
lost about 22Q rank and file, and seven- 
teen officers in killed and wounded. 

Q. At what hour, as well as you can 
recollet t, did you surrender ? 

A. About ten minutes before twelve 
(/clock. 

Q. From the period of your marching 

to the attack, till the time of the surren- 

-der, did you, or did you not, receive any 

orders from, or communicate in any way 

with, General Whitelocke ? 

A. 1 did not ; and in my mind it would 
have been hardly possible for any officer 
to have communicated with ine, as I was 
.in every way hemmed in. Any officer 
must, I think, have been killed in the 
attempt. 

•Si/* John Moore . — At that rate no 
officer could receive orders during any 
action. 

Q, If you had had the means of re- 
porting your situation to General White- 
. Iocke previous to your surrender, should 
you have known, from any orders you 
had received, where he was to have 
been found that day ? 

A. No , but 1 conceive I should have 
sent to him to the Miseraic, according 
to my own idea. 



Cross-examined In/ Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke. 

Q. Should you not have reported, as 
matter of course, to head quarters, if \ou 
could not have reported to )our Briga- 
dicr-g<j.ei-al? 

A. Certainly. 

Examined by the Court. 

Q. "What had been done with the flints 
which were taken out at head quarters; 
were they not put by in the pouches, 
and had not the men also spare flints? 

A. If they had obeyed my orders 
they ought to have had spare flints. I 
cannot say what was done with these 
flints. 

Q. State when the flints were taken 
out, and w hether you know if General 
Whitelocke had any knowledge of it ? 

A. Major ironmonger stated to me, 
that when the company we;e about to 
march from head quaiters, General 
Gower directed him to take out the flints 
of the two companies ou the morning of 
the assault; hut 1 cannot say that it was 
done by the direction of General White- 
locke. I should rather think not. 

Q. You said that you would have re- 
ported, of course, to head quarters, if 
you were not enabled to have reported 
to your own brigadier-general. 'Do 
you then suppose that when an army is 
advanced into action the Commander in 
Chief is always to be found iu the rear 
or at head quarters? 

A. My reason for reporting to head 
quarters must have been, because I had 
left one company posted there; from 
which circumstance [concluded that the 
Lieutenaut-general was to be found 
there. 

Major Richard T'avdclcur sworn and 
examined. 

Q. Did you command the left wing 
of the 88th' regiment on the day of the 
at tick ? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. State the operations of that wing 
from the period ot your separation from 
the right, until the timu )ou were com- 
pelled to surrender. 

A. About five o'clock on the morning 
of the 5th, Lieutenant-colonel Dutifrie- 
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sired me to move the three companies, 
which then formed one half of the regi- 
ment, to General Lumley's house, which 
was about one hundred yards distant 
from the regiment, and to report my 
arrival and the column being under 
arms ; which order I executed shortly 
after, when another company joined me. 
In about, half an hour afterwards General 
Lumley desired me to move in front as 
far as the advance post, and there to 
wait until the signal guns were tired. 
I asked him if he had any particular 
orders to give me: he asked me if I 
had read the detail already given ; 
which was that 1 was to penetrate 
through the street to the water's edge, or 
at least as far as I might be able, and 
there to lodge myself to the best advan- 
tage, but particularly to allow no firing. 
I requested him to give me some in- 
formation relative to the mode of de- 
fence of the enemy, or what opposition 
I was likely to meet. He replied that 
he knew no more than I did, but that it 
was particularly necessary I should if 
possible gain the bottom of the street. 
Adjourned until to-morrow. 



TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, General Cuyler, one of 
the members of the court, was excused 
from further attendance on account of 
indisposition. 

The Judge Advocate informed the 
Court, that Brigadier-General Lumley 
was in attendance, and hoped their per- 
mission to amend an error in his state- 
ment of the preceding day. 

Brigadier-General Lumley was ac- 
cordingly admitted, and proceeded to 
state the' following. 

In my evidence of yesterday, I com- 
mitted an error which I was not then 
aware of; but I beg leave to observe, it 
is by no means my wish to make thr si- 
tuation of my brigade appear more dis- 
tressing than it really was. In my reply 



to a question of the Court, I stated that 
my brigade had been almost four days 
without meals. As far as relates to the 
88th regiment this statement was, I be- 
lieve, perfectly correct I also know, 
that as late as eight or nine o'clock on 
the night of the 4th, the 36th had not had 
any meat either on that or the two preced- 
ing days, as they had been detained at 
the outposts much beyond the expected 
time. Some time after, the 38th had 
been sent from thence to their canton- 
ments ; I was not aware of what 1 now ' 
believe to have been the case, that that 
regiment had cooked provisions during 
the night On my arrival at the Retire* 
I no longer commanded any particular 
brigade, as I was specially ordered by 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty to take the super- 
intendance of the outposts, assisted br 
the officer of the day : a duty of suci 
serious importance as required my utmost 
vigilance. After that time, Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty himself gave directions for 
provisioning the troops. 

Major Vandeleur called and Jurtkct 
examined. 

Judge Advocate. — Proceed in your 
narrative from your detail of yesterday. 

A. On the arrival of the column at the 
advance post, I divided it into sections 
with seven file in front, being the utmost 
space they could then occupy. I direct- 
ed Captain Cheswell to take the com- 
mand of the rear section, and act accord- 
ing to circumstances. About half past 
six o'clock, one of our dragoons came to 
me with orders from General Lumley 
to move down the street directly in our 
front. I ordered the column to advance, 
and on proceeding a little way down the 
street, I saw two of the enemy's vedettes. 
As I approached, they retired down the 
street, occasionally looking up, as if 
speaking to people in the windows and 
tops of the nouses ; and on my arrival 
about one-third down the street, a fire 
was opened upon me from both sta- 
tions. I immediately ordered the co- 
lumn to advance in double quirk time, 
which was peremptorily executed, and 
answered by the men in cheering. As 
we advanced through the streets, we still 
continued to be assailed from the houses 
on both sides withmuskttry, hand gre- 
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s, brick-bats, ami all sorts of com- 
bles. When we arrived at the large 
re, we found a breast-work had 

thrown up directly across, coin* 
i of bags of hides tilled with earth, 
ascended this breast- work, and de- 
led on the other side into a ditch 
t six feet deep and twelve feet wide, 
rise cut entirely across the street; 
nit of this I hurried the men as fast 
usible, the four corner houses being 
pied by the enemy, and it being 
:ed with cannon in the grand square, 
jetting out of this ditch, I found the 
t terminated in a gentle descent 
i to the river, and ran in front of the 
ern face of the citadel, whence 
enemy instantly commenced a Are 
ne. With the assistance of some 
, I now endeavoured to force my 
ince into the ri$ht corner houses at 
bottom, and with the butt end of 
' firelocks they with difficulty suc- 
ed in breaking the door, which on 
g opened admitted us into a small 
re, consisting of four small habita- 
i of one room each. I also directed 
KXise at the opposite side to be broken 
i ; and being excessively galled by 
fire, I ordered the men to shelter 
iselves as well as they could, and 

out to them the encouragement 

we should soon be supported, f 
avowed to get men on the roof of 
irrt house to the right of the street 
h we occupied. There was a para- 
vail built round the top of it, but 1 
found it wholly impracticable to oc- 
r the position on the other side ; 
orapet was possessed by the enemy, 
every man that attempted to gain 
roof was knocked down. Some of 
men had got possession of the oppo- 
nouse on the left of the street, hut it 
g higher than that I occupied, it was 
wed to the fire from tne citadel, 
h soon obliged them to retire. The 
ny then brought down a field-piece 
i the grand square to the ditch, and 
; of our men, who lay concealed 
e, firinc; on them, they immediately 
donedthe gun, but quickly returned 
fired it. Our men returning the lire 

again retreated, and I was informed 
Captain Cheswell, who was in the 
l, that they had leit three killed. 
his time I had occupied some houses 



on the right, but two of them being en- 
tirely invested by the enemy, 1 was ob- 
liged to collect all the wounded and 
other men into one place. We main- 
tained our position till about a quarter 
past eleven o'clock, when I thought it 
oe*t to consult with the officers on what 
ought to be done. There was no ap- 
pearance of any of our own forces ; 
no firing was heard,- but that directed 
against us: we had but few meu left, 
and a retreat appeared wholly impracti- 
cable; officers and men were lying 
about wounded: and 1 thought, sur- 
rounded by these circumstances, it 
would he a breach of humanity to hold 
out longer. We therefore agreed to 
enter into a parley with the enemy, and 
1 directed a white handkerchief to lie 
held up. A Spanish officer immediately 
jumped up from behind the parapet of a 
house top, and it was interpreted to him 
by Captain Carrol that we were willing 
to surrender on terms. He immedi- 
ately asked what terms, (o which J re- 
plied, that we only required quarters to 
take care of the wounded. He imme- 
diately put his liand on his breast, and 
replied that they were Spaniards, and 
always treated their prisoners with huma- 
nity. Upon these terms we agreed, 
and I surrendered my sword: upon, 
which an immense number of the ene- 
my appeared on the tops of the houses 
where they had lain concealed. They 
received the amis of the men, after 
which the officers were conducted to U>e 
citadel, and the men to separate 
prisons. 

Brigadier -General Craufiird again 
called utid examined. 

Q. Continue your narrative from the 
period at which it was broken off on the 
close of the 4th July to the time of your 
surrender. 

A. The written disposition T received 
of the attack on the town directed me 
that my brigade should enter it on the 
right, and move to the centre in two 
columns. The ieft column to consist tf 
five companies of the light battalion, and 
four of the 95th, making about 600 rank 
and file; the right column to consist of 
four companies of each, making about 
540 rank and file : the left columu to 
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receive orders from Lieutenant-colonel dencia, which is on the extreme skirt 
Pack, the right from myself. We wen: on the south »ide the town. It vras then 
directed to penetrate, if possible, quite between seven and eight o'clock in the 
down to the river, and there 10 occupy morn.ng; and although 1 had the great- 
any ot the high places as near as possi- e<t possible confidence in Colonel Pack 
LU* to the centre of the town. '1 he as an officer, 1 did not think 1 should 
brigade being formed early in the morn- have been juitiiieci m retreating at that 
ing, in the two roads which had been early hour to the Residencia, though at 
appointed the two columns to enter, that time 1 certainly could have ctlected 
the moment the signal gun was tired, I it without any difficulty or loss what- 
began to advance with the column under ever. This conversation passed close by 
my command; supposing the enemy, the convent of St. Domingo, as Colonel 
as had been reported on the 4ih, ton. ve Pack ascertained it to me to be ; and I 
concentrated their principal forces in a observed to him it wast one of the posts 
position forming a square, having within it was intended 1 should occupy. At 
it the market place, and on the eastern this time Lieutenant-colonel Guard join- 
side the fort. As we entered the town ed us witn the grenadier company or the 
on our right of this, position, the left 4jth, and I determined immediately to 
column of my brigade, under Lieutenant- take possession of this post, and occup) it 
colonel Pack, was of course the nearest in the hope that the success of some other 
to the southern face of the enemy, and attack might enable me to advance still 
canit lii*stintoaction.Mvvelfwiththeright further, hi this I was confirmed by 
column passed quite through the town, the opinion of that brave but unfortu* 
and arrived at the beach without meet- nate officer, Major f l rotter ; but I little 
ing any obstacle, or seeing any' thing but thought, when I thus acted to the best of 
small straggling paities of the enemy, my judgment and of my orders, that I 
"When I arrived on the beach, 1 saw the should have been abandoned without any 
south-east bastion of the fort at the dis- effort being made to communicate wilo - 
tance fef about 450 yards; and being of me. I had been directed to take certain 
opinion, that by remaining where I then posts, and there to wait for further or- 
was, 1 should not have followed the ob-' ders, and this post was one of them, 
ject of the disposition, I determined to Immediately alter we gained possession 
advance on the fort, as I knew the 45th of the building, which was very close to 
were directed by the written disposition the enemy's main position, a consider- 
to enter the town by ihe two streets di- able tire was directed horn the surround- 
rectly on my right. That regiment was ing houses" against all those parts of it 
. not placed under my orders ; the dispo- from wl ich we could annoy the ene- 
sitiondid not slate that it.was to go to the my, and the roof of it not being tiat, it 
llcsideiicia, nor had I b«en informed was consequently much less disadvaa* 
that Colonel tiuaid had received any tageous than the" buildings of the town 
orders to that em- ct. 1 supposed, there- generally were. Till twelve o'clock I 
fore, that the 45th, at the time I had de- had no reason to suppose that any const* 
termmed to advance along the beach durable disaster had befallen any part of 
towards the fort, was at that time close our army, and when about that time a 
on my right. I sent my Frigade-major, Spanish offceer with a Hag of trace ap- 
Campbell, to ordtr Colonel Guard to proached the convent, I flattered myself 
advance in the same direction with the that the other columns had established 
45th regiment, by the street that was thf»iii'.»»Lvesas near to the enemy's po«- 
n«-arett and parallel to the beach. I tionaslhad; that General Liniers bad 
had not gone far when Lmet Lieutenant- judged it expedient to capitulate, and 
colonel Pack, who had alnady made a that it was for the purpose of communi* 
\ery vigorous but unsuccessful attempt, eating such intention to the Commander 
to penetrate through the enemy's prm- in Chief through me, that he bad sent 
cipal position ; and from wi.at Colonel this officer. When however he caine 
Puck had seen, and from his general into the court -yard of the convent, he 
knowledge of the town, lie was induced informed me that the 88th repiment, and 
to rcccnuneud ine to go to the Hesi- sojue other corps which he did not ape- 
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were taken prisoners ; that all our 
tt had failed, aud that he was 
;ed by General Liniers to summon 

> surrender. This I peremptorily 
?d, and the officer went away witli- 
Miionst ranee or any further conver- 

passing. This circumstance, to- 
r with my having b»»en four hours 
:s post, without any one coming 
or any information or assistance, 

me think the situation not an ad- 
e one to remain in. I therefore 
mined to avail myself of the first 
rable moment to extricate myself 
it; conceiving the best time would 
len the enemy approached in great 
€rs in the streets, and we, bv mix- 
ith them, might render less effectual 
re from the surrounding- houses, 
i were now completely occupied. 
sim twelve and one o'clock, a con- 
ible column came into the street on 
e*t side of the convent, apparently 
:he design to seize a three pounder, 
i the narrowness of the entrance 
►revented us bringing in. I imme- 
y ordered all the ritle corps from 
iferent stations in the building, and 
rdered to be taken down the colour* 
1 7 1st, which we had found on our 
ntrance into the convent, aud had 
yed on the top of it. While I was 
>reparing to evacuate the post, the 
y were on the point of seizing the 
but were attacked with sucji vigour 
iravery by the grenadier company 
.» 45tb, headed 'by Colonel Guar'd 

sii)all party of light infantry with 
r Trotter, that they were compel 

► give way. But the fin? from the 
* close to the convent was so 
, that about forty men of the 45th 
killed or wounded in the course of 
>r three minutes : NJajor Trotter 
iso killed: and finding the impossi- 
qf effecting any tiling, I ordered 
emainder to retire back into the 
mt, which we continued to defend 
>out half past three o'clock. Alter 
tempt to evacuate, which I have 
described, I was fully convinced 
rere unable to extricate ourselves 
ly etibrt, and soon after this the 

ceased in all parts of the town, 
s none of our troops came near us, 
eluded of course that the attack 
generally failed. About half past 



three o'clock, I assembled the field offi- 
cers, Colonel Pack, Colonel Gu rd, and 
Major Maclcod, who commanded the 
detachment of the artillery corps. 1 told 
them, that in my opinion to retreat was 
utterly impossible ; that it was com- 
pletely in the power o( the eneiny to an- 
nihilate the remainder of the brigade, at 
being then in the very heart of the town, 
with only six hundred men. Lt appealed 
clear to me, that all the rest of the army 
had been obliged to retreat, and in these 
circumstances, after waiting eight hours 
on the post I had been ordered to occu- 

fy, in expectation of other orders which 
"had been taught to believe I should 
receive, 1 did not think that the sacri- 
fice of the remainder of the men, could 
either conduce to the honour of his Ma- 
jesty's arms, or prove in any way advan- 
tageous. 1 added, that though I might 
deem myself justified in acting upon my 
own opinion only, yet 1 should do no- 
thing with the view of ending the action, 
unless 1 had the entire concurrence 
and sanction of all the field officers I 
had named, they being the only persons 
in the convent acting as such. After 
mature deliberation, Lieutenant-colonel 
Pack and Colonel Guard did positively 
and unequivocally give it as their opi- 
nion, in concurrence with mine, tliat 
the situation was such as fully justified 
me, and made it advisable that 1 should 
hold out a flag of truce for putting an end 
to the action on the best terms 1 could 
obtain. Lieutenant -colonel Holland, who 
was on the staff of the army, and was 
present at this conversation, was not 
consulted ; he being my brother-in- 
law, motives of delicacy prevented my 
asking his opinion. When I asked that 
of Major Macleod of the °oth, he seem- 
ed to Hesitate ; and as.l concluded from 
this, that he thought we could extricate 
ourselves, I said to him, " M ijor Mac- 
leod, do you think we ran get out of 
this' lilacs? Although I do not think it, 
I will this moment place myself with you 
at the head of the column, «*nd we will 
be the tir^tto lead it out.'* The Major 
did not accept this proposal, but did con- 
cur with the other held officers. A ila<* 
of truce was in consequence held out by 
us to the em mv, who on their part, in 
the course of the day, several times ap- 
proached withllags 6i truce, but uierery 
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for the purpose of enticing us out, and 
then liring upon us. Our people after 
this naturally tired on their flags of trace, 
so that it was a considerable time alter 
we displayed ours that they took any 
notice of us. At length an officer ap- 
proached, with whom I had a conversa- 
tion in the presence of Colonel Pack, 
and 1 believe of Colonel Guard ; and 
finding that no other terms could b ob- 
tained, I thought it better to surrender 
the remainder ot my brigade as prisoners 
of war. The number which surrendered I 
believe to have been about six hundred 
rank and hie. My division on entering 
the town consisted of five hundred ana 
forty ; Colonel Guard brought with him 
about one hundred, and the number of 
Colonel Pack's division which joined me 
was about seventy. The number of 
killed and wounded I cannot exactly 
state, but of the latter we left about one 
hundred on the floor of the convent so 
severely wounded, that they were not 
able to be removed. In the afternoon 
of the 6th, General Gowe, came to Ge- 
neral Liniers' house, where I then was at 
dinner with the Spanish General. I had 
then no opportunity of saying a word to 
him thai was not heard by every one at 
the table, but .1 afterwards went with 
him and General Liniers into the apart- 
ment of the latter, and before they en- 
tered upon business, 1 thought it my duty 
to take the Major-General aside;, and 
tell him, that from what I had observed, 
I was quite convinced, that if the army 
attacked the town again in the same way 
they had done on the 5th, they would be 
completely defeated. Nothing more 
passed between us till some hours after 
ne sent for me to go into General Liniers' 
room. The paper that detailed the 
articles of the convention was lying on 
the table, and persions were employed 
in copying it. The Major-general told 
me that General Linieis was receiving 
frequent reports of great cruelties com- 
mitted by our soldiers, which kept his 
people in a state of great irritation, and 
which might produce serious consequen- 
ces to the prisoners in their power. To 
this I replied, that J believed, and I do 
now believe, that as long as that irrita- 
tion was kept up by sucn reports, there 
was reason to apprehend the prisoners 
were not safe. General Gower wrote 



out an order on that subject, and asked 
me if 1 would accompany General Eho 
to the Residencia^ tor the purpose of 
delivering this order to the officer com* 
manding there, which I accordingly did. 
The irritation ot the people was indeed 
very great, and so apparent, that one 
day when l was walking through the 
streets with an officer, one of them pre* 
sen ted a musket at me though the officer 
was beside me. I am however convin- 
ced that the Spanish officers had suffi- 
cient power over these people to keep 
them in subjection if the cause of that 
irritation was removed. 

Q. You stated that you reached the 
beach without any obstacle. Do you . 
think that the co-operation of the navy 
at that time would have been of conn* 
derable avail in securing the success of 
the attack ? 

A. If the gun boats had been in Terr 
considerable number, and could have 
approached near enough to lire with 
efiect,their co-operation would undoubt- 
edly have been very great. 

Q. Did any gun* boats approach the 
town after you were taken prisoner; 
and if they did, what effect had their fire 
on the town ? 

A. Two or three gun boats did fire 
on the town on the morning of the 6th! 
some of the shot struck General Linieis 9 
house where I was, but the fire was wt 
sufficiently considerable to produce very 
material effect. 

Q. Was the co-operation of the fleet 
ever required, or aid it enter into the 
plan of attack ? 

A. I do not know whether it was re- . 

3uired, but certainly it did not enter into 
le plan of attack which was conirauni* 
cated to me. 

Q. Should you have adopted the 
measure you did if you had known that 
the llesidencia was the specific object of 
attack of the 45th ? 

A. I should have thought it my duty 
to occupy the post which I did occupy; 
but as in advancing through the town it 
was clear that the Kesidencia was totally 
out of the enemy's position, I shouta 
have taken upon myself to have pre- 
vented the 45th from going thither. 

Q. Had you any other guns but the 
three-pounder you have mentioned at 
attached to your column ? 
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Attached to my column I had 
; with Colonel Pack there was an- 
• three-pounder. 

Would not the operations of the 
>s under your command have been 
ly assisted by artillery ? 

I do not think that field pieces 
i into the town in the manner we 
iced would have occasionedfcany 
. difference in the result of oflrat- 

I am, however, of opinion, that 
Miading the town in different points 
i have made a material difference I. 
From what you saw of the strength 
neans of the enemy on the 5th, are 
of opinion that the necessity for 
ider would have been prevented 
irou received support from the re- 
minder General Whitelocke or from 
let Mahon, from which, from your 
ledge of those corps, either of them 
1 have been able to give you had 
t>eeu so inclined ? 
The central reserve consisted, as I 
•stood, of about one hundred men. 
part of this reserve had marched 
I the town to the Residencia, as I 
Dnvinced it might have done with- 
rcy difficulty, and had it advanced 
thence with the 45th, which appear- 
t to have bfien in action, I have not 
nallest doubt they would have ren- 
l the operations still more easy. 
At what hour of the day did the 
itages obtained by the enemy ap- 
to you decisive ; so far as to prevent 
Dssibility of your being extricated 
the situation in which you were, 
if assisted by the co-operation of 
>art of the British troops which had 
een engaged in action ? 
In my opinion the force above- 
ioned, though sufficient to have 
:ated me, might have found very 
derable difficulty in doing so after 
le other, troops had been e.ther 
i or compelled to evacuate the 

About half past two o'clock, 1 am 
nion, that that force might not have 
sufficient of itself ; but if in addition 
is, Colonel Mahon's corps, which 
lerstood consisted of about 2000 
could likewise have been brought 
he probability is that they would 
enabled us to "defile out of the con- 

II ad you any notice during the 



5th, what were the posts of retreat if 
retreat became necessary ; or where 
General Whitelocke was to be found dur- 
ing that day ? 

A. No point, upon which in case of 
failure Iwas to retreat, was ever named 
to me ; nor did I ever receive any infor- 
mation respecting the situation in which 
the Commander in Chief would be found, 
further than that which I have already 
stated to have been communicated to 
me in conversation by General (rower 
on the evening of the 4th. After leaving 
the ground on the morning of the 5th, 1 
never saw any staff officers except those 
of my own brigade. 

Q. Was it communicated to you by 

x General Gowerthat General Whitelocke 

had determined to remain stationary at 

head quarters during the whole of the 

5th? 

A. General Gower told me, as I have 
already stated, that he should advise 
the Commander in Chief to take his sta- 
tion on the morning at the place where 
I understood he remained the whole 
day, at the Coral ; but I certainly did 
not understand that it was his intention 
to remain there all day without any ex- 
ertion. 

General Whitelocke declined putting 
any questions to the witness. 

Examined by the Court. 

Q. When you arrived at the Residen- 
cia in the afternoon of the 6th, in order 
to make enquiries about the reix>rts 
mentioned by General Liniers, did you 
find there was any foundation for these 
reports ? 

A. I was assured by Major Nicholl* 
of the 45th, that as far as related to his 
regiment there could be no foundation, 
whatever for them. I know certainly, 
that by a division of my own brigade 
some women and children were found' 
murdered in a house,, but my firm con- 
viction is, that the murders were com- 
mitted by a lawless baudiui which form- 
ed a part of the enemy's force, and I 
told the Spanish General so at the time 
he mentioned tho»e reports to me. r l he 
Court will excuse this apparent inconsist- 
ency, wlien I said that we had given caus% 
fpr irritation; but J. mean tiie conse- 
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oucnces of our being in the town caused 
the«e reports. 

Q. Ts the Court to understand that 
you had no authority over any othttr 
brigade than your own ; that you were 
ordered to ^penetrate through "the town 
and take a position ; that having done so 
your order ceased, and you looked for 
further orders from some superior offi- 
cer who was charged with the superin- 
tendance of all the attacks ? 

A. Certainly; and even my authority 
in my own brigade appeared in a certain 
degree limited in an unusual manner, in 
as much as my own personal situation 
was pointed out in general orders, which 
also expressed that the left column of my 
brigade was to receive its orders from 
Colonel Pack ; and having penetrated 
through the town, I certainly telt myself 
bound in a degree to wait for orders. It 
also appeared to me very odd that the 
45th did not receive its orders from me, 
I being the only brigadier on the left 
wing ot the army. ' 

Q. From your knowledge of the 
country, and the means and strength of 
the enemy, are you of opinion that the 
British force sent against Buenos Ay res 
was or was not sufficient to accomplish 
its object ? 

A. I am of opinion that it was fully 
sufficient to take the town of Buenos 
Ay res, and that if after that event it had 
been found practicable to conciliate the 
inhabitants, we should have retained it 
with a reasonable degree of security. 

Q. Was the 45th mentioned in the 
original plan as placed on the right of 
your brigade ? 

A. All that was said in the original 
disposition of the 45th was, t( the 45th 
to advance by wings left in front up the 
two next streets beyond the light bat- 
talion." 

Q. When did you understand that it 
was sent to the* Resideucia by verbal 
order?? 

A. It was after the head of my column 
had arrived at the beach. 

Q. Did or did not the plan of attack 
given you by General Gower differ from 
t he one explained at head quarters on the 
4th? 

A. On the morning of the 4th I re- 
ceived two written dispositions, tin* last 
of which was acted upon, and w*as in 



some particulars different from the first 
The hour of attack was not the same, 
and the order to penetrate the town was 
more peremptory. 

b Q. Can you tell what was the object 
to" be obtained by penetrating through 
the streets to the beach, when they could 
without any difficulty have reached that 
poin|k>v marching round the town ? 

A. T conclude the object must have 
been to engage with the principal part 
of the enemy's force, which by marching 
round the town we should not have come 
in contact with. I beg the Court to 
understand, that I am giving an opinion 
only on the propriety of the measure. I 
can only guess at the intentions or views 
of the Commander in Chief. 
Adjourned until to-morrow. 



TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27.. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, Brigadier-general Craufurd 
was again called and examined. A 
question of the examination of the 
preceding day was repeated to him. 

Q. Did or did not the plan of attack 
given you by General Gower differ from 
the one explained at head quarters on 

the 4th ? n 

A. I have both orders in my hand, and 
will read them if the Court wish it. While 
at head quarters on the forenoon of the 
4th, I received two dispositions for the 
attack. I do not know that either of 
them was given me by General Gower, 
but that which I received last, and 
which was the one acted upon, differs in 
something from the former, The first I 
received in an official letter from Colonel 
Torrens, the military secretary ; the 
second 1 received officially at head 
quarters, and believe to be in the hand- 
writing of General Gower. The first 
order contained some particulars with 
respect to my brigade which were omit- 
ted in the last; but which, not-contra- 
dicting the tenor of the former, I of 
course considered. I ought to observe. 

Q. Were the first orders circular? 

A. I did receive them in an official 
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from General Whitelocke; and connoitring to enable me to speak posi- 
ircumstance of my having that let- tively on tliat point; but I am inclined 
i my pocket when! was taken pri- to think, tliat, considering the inability of 
was, 1 have reason to believe, of the enemy, from the nature of their 
ial service*; the Spanish officers troops, to meet us in the open field, we 
g taken up an opinion before I might with safety have taken such pol- 
iced it, that the orders of General tions as would have rendered it di moult 
elockc had been to give no quarter, for the town to have received the neccs- 
ny shewing this letter to General sary supplies from the country ; but had 
rs and General Balbianyt appeared the enemy's troops been of a different 
[iviiice them that General White- description^ would have been out of the 
was anxious to prevent unnecessary question. 

on of blood, and particularly to Q. From your observations., do you 
ntany acts of violence against pes- think that a communication could have 
lot carrying arms. • been established with the fleet, and a 
When you reached the beach, and situation chosen, from which the effect 
1 have assailed the fort and citadel, of batteries might have been tried? 
ou means adequate to the task, or A. if the army had taken a position 
ou entertain any doubt of their on the north side of the town embracing 
ment being the main and ultimate the side of the Toros, we might have 
t of attack f communicated with the fleet, and have 
Having no orders, I certainly did tried with advantage the effects of can- 
link it was expected of me that I nonadimr and bombarding the towu. 
i get into the fort ; but had I seen Q. Was the station of the Spanish 
ossibility of doing so, I should have troops on the tops of the houses on the 
ht it my duty. The ultimate ob- 5th such as could have alforded thein 
( attack I conceived to be die whole protection from shot, and shells of grape, 
: town. and carronades of a heavy nature ? 
Is it your opinion tliat the surren- A. I certainly think that a cannonade 
>f the" town would have been the from the heights, with heavy batteries on 
al consequence of the fort and the Toros, must have had considerable 
:1 being carried ? effect in preparing the way for an as- 
That must have depended on cir- sault. The houses are not such as to 
tances. The fort is small and was resist either shells or shot, {liough tiiere 
letely commanded. Had any is so very little wood used in their con- 
column attacked with advantage, structiou as to render them not easily set 
.brown the enemy into a state of on fire. The fort itself had no parapet, 
sion, it might have been taken; and several of the principal houses, from 
otherwise, I think it isveryproba* the tops of which the enemy fired with 
he column might have found the effect against our troops approaching the 
fate which I did iu the convent of St. fort, were entirely open to the fire of the 
ingo: I mean, if it had not been gun-boats, and such other vessels as the 
>rted. depth of water would permit to get near 
Do you believe that any ad van- the town, 
might have accrued from the troops Q. Are you, or are you not, aware ef 
; ordered to load iu the commence* any pressure of circumstances which ren- 
of the attack f dered it unavoidably necessary to pro - 
In my opinion it would have been ceed to action on the morning of the 5th ? 
r if they had loaded. • A. 1 am of opinion that it was advise- 
Are .you sufficiently acquainted able to change our position, and to at- 
the environs of Buenos Ayres to tack the heights of the Toros; butcer- 
an opinion whether the force under tainly there was no circumstance known 
ral Whitelocke when entire, could to me that rendered it necessary to a»* 
been so disposed as to cut off all sault the town on that day. 
ies from the town ? Q. Had you, or had you not, any 
I am not sufficiently acquainted sort of intimation or knowledge of the 
the environs from any actual re* plan or disposition which the Conunan- 
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dor in ChW had it in contemplation to fired from a distance at the eolumn as 

make when the several columns should we pawd. Some intelligent men of the 

arrive ai their respective destinations on advance corps heard the sound of voics 

the Mh July? in several ot the houses as we passed, 

A. f Vel not. I expected that some and prudence would have dictated to me \ 

superior uriicer would then arrive to the necessity of having them separately 

make a further disposition. And here I examined as we went along, but thinking 

wish to make some alteration in my evi- that such an operation militated against 

dence of yesterday, where I stated a the orders I had received, 1 judged it 

conversation with Major Macleod. I my duty to press forward. I did so, 

wish to correct that part of my state- and without opposition, except from 

ment where I said that Major Macleod some shot fired from a window leading 

did nor accept the proposal of heading down to the great square, by the bottom 

with me the brigade. 1 wish to add, of which I parsed, till * I came in 

that though I repeatedly made the pro- full yjew of the river Plata. Here I 

posal, he did not give the slightest hint halted the head of the column to allow it 

that he thought the attempt ought to be to close up, and hearing firing to my 

made. He seemed rather unwilling to left, and seeing nothing of the enemy in 

take upon himself the responsibility of my front, or any post to occupy there, • 

fiving an opinion, which I apprized him 1 conferred with Lieutenant-colonel Ca- 
should call on him officially to repeat : dogau, who agreed with me on the pro- 
' but from all that passed between him and priety of taking ground to the left, and 
me in the presence of Lieuteuant-colonel commencing an attack, supposing that 
Pack, Lieutenant Guard, and Lieut.- the enemy must be there. The just 
colonel Holland, they and I felt con- expiring lamps appeared as if disposed to 
vinccd that his opinion concurred with assist the besieged in case of a night at- 
ours. After the attempt to effect a re- tack, and every circumstance seemed to 
treat from the convent, I ordered the unite in aiding the preparation for in- 
riflemen to resume their posts : though tended resistance. The then strength 
I know that an infamous publication of my column, as nearly as I can state, 
states that I did not allow them to re- was about six hundred rank and file. I 
sume their posts. I have also said in directed Lieutenant-colonel Cadogan to 
another part of my evidence, that the lead the rear half of the division in ad- 
gun was of no use ; but allow me to add, vance in a street parallel with me. I 
in stating it was of no use, that the officer was certainly under apprehensions that 
who commanded, and the artillery men, we were unprovided with means to over- 
behaved with the greatest spirit and come the defences of the place, and I 
bravery, and made every possible effort was soon convinced that I had entered 
to render it effective. on a contest the most unequal perhaps 

that was ever fought : for I had scarcely 

Lieutenant-colonel Pack sworn and approached under the Franciscan church 

examined. when I lost, by the almost invisible fire 

of i he enemy (and who were certainly 

Q. Did you command the left wing by us unassailable) the officer, and af» 

©f the light brigade in the attack of the mo^ the whole of the men who com- 

morning of the 5th July ? powl the first division, and who were 

A. I did. volunteers from different companies; 

Q. State the operations of that wing the officer and nearly half the men of 

from the time of ) our separating from the next company, and so on in propor- 

General Craufurd to the time of your tion of the others which composed my 

junction with him at Buenos Ay res. division. Finding it thus impracticable 

A. I proceed* d into .the town of to penetrate to the objects of attack, 

Buenos Ayrts by the road pointed out which 1 conceived to be the square and 

in orders. The first remarkable cir- the fort, or to gain any advantageous 

cumstance that attracted my notice was position in that neighbourhood, I thought 

the extraordinary silence of the town, it right to desist, and enquire the suc- 

eniy interrupted by a few random shots cess of the division which bad moved 
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down the parallel on my left. With this Troltcr to retire. He asked me if the 
intention 1 withdrew the remains <>; my building at the back of which we stood 
men to the cross street from whi. h we was not St. Domingo church ; I replied 
had advanced, and which in a great de- it wa>, but that I did not think it an ad* 
gree protected U9 from tlv fire to which vatitageous position to attack, lie re- 
we had been exposed. 1 had scarcely marked that it was in strict conformity to 
effected this when 1 learned the failure his orders to do so, and 1 reluctantly 
of the other column also : for on going assented. On entering the church, 
into the street, I found thejncn retiring, which we were unable to do with the 
and soon after met Lieut. -col. Cadogan three-pounder General C'raufurd had 
himself. He was excessively agitated, brought with him, some parts of it were 
and emphatically assured me that he ami found to overlook the houses more than 
all his men had done their duty, but that 1 con less I thought it would. The co- 
real ly they possessed not the' means of lours of the 71st were also found there, 
succeeding. Every man and horse and I was very glad we had entered it, 
which accompanied the gun attached to satisfy ing myself, that though I might 
hit column was either killed or wounded, have acted contrary, General C ran turd 
and the gun itseli was lost. 1 could rea- as an officer had acted right. Under 
dily believe Lieut. -col. Cadogan's state- these circumstances Colonel Cadogan 
menr, and directing his men to form in was allowed tojiold the position we had 
the line with mine, I went myself to re- got, and the remainder of these men 
connoitre the bottom of the building near the coiivent were brought in. It 
forming the square in which the Jesuits was my intention, to have gone to Colo- 
college is situated, but I found it impos- ncl Cadogan, but General Craufurd in- 
gible to get an entrance there. On my sUted,on my#oingto where the surgeon 
return to Lieutenant-colonel Cadogan, was, in consequence of my being wound- 
I intimated to him m v intention of pro- ed. Every thing was at this time per- 
ceeding to the Residencia. Some of fectly quiet, and we rested in a confident 
the men had by this time forced open hope that a favourable opportunity 
two houses, but I conceived them to be would soon occur for our again renewing 
of no consequence except in a (lord ing the action, or for advancing to the Fran- 
shelter to the wounded men. Colonel cUcan church* which was a little in our 
Cadogan however deprecated the idea front, and a very desirable object to 
of giving up the ground we had gained obtain. Between eleven and twelve 
with so much loss, as General C'raufurd o'clock, as nearly as 1 can recollect, it 
was momentarily expected up, and I was reported, with other favourable cir- 
therefore allowed him to remain in the cum stances, that the colours of the fort 
position the troops were then in, and had been hauled dwwu, and 1 believe no 
crossing myself to tall in .with General one doubted that the flag oi truce which 
Craiifurd, 1 met Colonel Guard wiih a soon after appeared was a surrender 
division of the 45th, and from him 1 instead of a summons to our troops. In 
learned that the Residencia was already availing themselves of a flag of truce the 
in our possession. Almost immediately enemy had advanced their approaches 
after, the head of General Craufurd s to us," and after General Craufurd had 
column appeared at the top of a narrow dismissed the flag of truce, they endea- 
street leading to the back ot the church voured to press forward on our gun. 
St. Domingo. I had often mentioned to Hut of this 1 was not aware, till the bustle 
General Craufurd the advantages of a of Col. Guard jjoing out and returning 
position above the Residencia; and attracted my notice, when 1 heard of the 
after relating t«i him the mUfuit lines of severe loss we had sustained. General 
this evening, L stated to him the imprac- Craufurd came in immediately after; 
ticabihty of ever coming to the defences his eyes now seemed to be opened to 
of the enemy provided as we then were, the situation we were in, and to doubt 
and strongly pressed on him the propriety that things were not so favourable as we 
of then taking po«*t at the Residencia. had hoped; and so satisfied was 1 then 
He hesitated, and 1 saw an evident re- that he would liave thought of retiring, 
luctauce on his part and that of Major thai 1 directed an officer (I believe Major 



134 TUAL Or LIEULBNANT-SRNERAL WMTBtOCKK. ' 

Macleod) to take care that our colours meet the Spanish officer, I was not pre- 

were confided to some trusty men. One sent, nor aware of the circumstances 

of them had been placed at the top of which led him at that moment to make 

die convent, and the direction I have the compromise he did. At the same 

mentioned was the cause of its being time that I mention this, I do not mean 

taken down. At that moment General to insinuate, that I either would then or 

Craufurd seemed to doubt of the pro- could with propriety have withdrawn the 

priety of retiring. He asked me if I sanction I had giv.en. 
should be able to accompany him, and Q. You belonged to the former expe- 

still seemed to entertain some doubts dition under General Beresford ? 
of his being warranted to evacuate his A. I did. 

post. The thing appeared to me a Q. While you were at Buenos Ayrei 
point of too much delicacy to press; with General Beresford, had you the 
and a hope of receiving orders, and a means of obtaining a local knowledge of 
sense of duty, as it appeared to me, led the town and environs? 
General Craufurd to postpone effecting A. I had — precisely of the town itself 
a retreat till that moment, which, as 1 and generally speaking of the environs. , 
conjecture, was between two and three Q. Were you the senior officer attach- 
o'clock. It was then become a matter ed to the expedition under General 
of consideration to communicate with Whitelocke, that had been with the 
the enemy : he seemed to think a retreat expedition under General Beresford ? 
hn practicable, and I certainly thought A. I was. • 
myself it must be attended with very Q. BHng the senior officer who had 
severe loss, in a little time afterwards belonged to the former expedition 
he assembled the held officers, and gave against Buenos Ay res, were you at any 
his opinion decidedly to the effect I have time, and when consulted by General 
mentioned. On his so doing directly to Whitelocke on the intended plan of ope* 
myself, I said that in that case I thought Tations against that town ? 
a question arose as to what effect our A. General Whitelocke spoke to me 
onduct could have on the general ope- twice on the subject— -once that I hap- 
rations of the army ; and whether we pened to be at head quarters en the even- 
were not placed in such a critical situa* mg of the 3d July. The orders and ar« 
tion as to make it necessary that we rangements for the attack the next mon> 
should sacrifice ourselves. Neither ing were then issued. Geueral White- 
General Craufurd, nor those others locke seeing me, beckoned me oyer, 
present, seemed to think there existed and asked me " what do you think of 
such a necessity ; and I there assented to this?" or something to that effect: to 
the judgment of Gen. Craufurd, an officer which I replied, that every confidence 
whom, though unfortunate, I must ever was to be placed in the troops, but that 
respect and admire. And though I I was anxious as to the means (or carry- 
think I owe it to him and myself to state ing the attack that was decided upon into 
distinctly, that in giving that assent he effect. Something in that moment at- 
must be considered to have sanctioned tracted the General's notice, and he 
that which afterwards took pla e ; I do rather abruptly broke oft' the conversa- 
not think that, however convinced he tion. General Whitelocke then appeared 
might be of the propriety of such a mea* to me as a man intending to act contrary 
sure, he would nave adopted it, unless to that which was his own judgment, 
conceiving he had the sanction of those and I was inclined the more to this opi- 
with whom he acted. General Craufurd nion, having seen a paper that men- 
seemed perfectly ready to sacrifice his tioned the intended attack would not 
own life, but thought he was called have been resorted to under other cir- 
upon to interpose to save the lives of cumstances. Very shortly after I re- 
those under him. When this discussion tired to my quarters, but with directions 
took place, 'I certainly thought, if we to attend the next morning at head . 
were obliged to surrender, that we should quarters at nine or ten o'clock, with the 
have had better terms ; and when even- other officers to receive orders.— 
tually General Craufurd went out to Qeneral Craufurd had resigned the care 
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rigade a pood deal to me, and in 
ig the disposition of it, and not 
a watch, the hour inadvertently 
jver, ami I was not present when 
imanding officers assembled. Ilie 

officers were there however 
arrived, and the moment Gene- 
litelocke saw ine he called over, 
g had at that time been furnished 
brigades that in my mind would 
brwarded the attack intended ; 
nore decidedly than the evening 
mentioned my appreliensions that 
. not the means of succeeding. I 
:ed to him that from the turrets of 
i Ay res the enemy would distinctly 
re every movement that we made, 
uggested the propriety, if such an 
was detennined on, that it would 
:er to attempt it before day-break 
perhaps we might have better 
^furnished us. To this General 
locke seemed immediately to as- 
nd he took me into a room where 
ther general officers were, and 
Mied to them the propriety of what 
stated. It was approved by the 
il officers, but as 1 thought was so 
received by the second in com- 
as to prevent much discussion on 
erits'oi the arrangement, and the 
encv broke up with orders for the 

to take place on the following 
ng. 

Is the Court to understand that 
ere not at ail consulted by Gene- 
hitelocke as to the plan of opera- 
till after the plan was formed and 
{ issued for its execution ? 
I leave it to the. Court to draw their 
onclusions, having stated facts. 
Having stated that in your conver- 

with General Whitelocke you 
oned your anxiety to see the means 
rrying the attack" that was decided 
into effect, and having suggested 
j subsequent conversation the pro- 
r that the attack should be made 
t day-light, did \ou or did you 
:6mnumicate a distinct disappro- 
i of the plan of attack decided 

I do not recollect that any thing 
passed than I have stated. 

Having, stated -that you recoup- 
ed if such an attack was to be made, 
>ropriety of attempting it before 
ueak a did you convey an opinion 



that if the attack was made before day- 
break it would not succeed ? 

A. Most certainly I never intended 
to convey the slightest approbation of 
the attack intended. To General Crau- 
iurd 1 opened my mind, and deprecabfd 
the plan, as in my opinion it would be 
attended with such dreadful loss. 

Q. in your narrative you stated that 
you were always apprehensive you were 
not provided with means — in ^hat par- 
ticular were the troops under your com- 
mand unprovided with means? „ 

A. 1 conceive in many. In artillery, 
in scaling ladders and petards, and 
better implements f»r breaking open 
houses than those which 1 understood 
were provided. 

Q. Having stated in your narrative 
that the door ot the convent ot b't. Do- 
mingo was broken open by the three- 
pounder that was with you, are you of 
opinion that if more artillery had been 
ordered to accompany the columns they 
would have had a better chance of suc- 
cess ? 

A. Certainly : artillery and scaling 
ladders were in such an attack particu- 
larly desirable. 

<i. From what you saw of the strength 
and means of the enemy on the 5th, are 
jou of opinion that the necessity of your 
surrender would have been prevented 
had you received support from the re- 
serve under the immediate command of 
General Whitelocke, or from the force 
under Lieutenant-colonel Mahon, con- 
sisting of sixteen hundred men and two 
hundred sailors, which from your know- 
ledge of the strength of these corps either 
of them would have been able to afford 
you ? 

A. Certainly : a simple communica^ 
tion of orders would have prevented the 
catastrophe, or had the 4>th regiment 
acted as a supporting corps to couvev 
orders. 

Q. 1 Can you state from your local 
knowledge of the environs of the town, 
whether the army under General White- 
locke when entire could have been so 
. disposed as to cut off all supplies by 
land to the town ) 

A. Ye?, I think it could. 
Q. From your local knowledge of the 
town, do )ou think a communication 
could have been established with the- 
fleet in a situation so cho^n as lrou\ 



13$ 



TRIAL OF LIEUTENANT- GENERAL WHITELOCK.e'. 



thence the effects of the batteries might 
have been tried? 

A. Yes. * 

Q. State your opinion of what that 
situation ought to have been ? 

A. The r Uza del Toros I conceive to 
be the best commanding situation, and 
any attack I would have made upon the 
town would only have been with the 
view of carrying that place, all the 
others should merely have been as a feint, 
since the possession of them could an- 
swer no end. 

Q. From your knowledge of the 
town, was the situation of the Spanish 
troops such on the 5th as to have af- 
forded (them protection from grape car- 
ronadcs or other ordnance of a heavy 
nature, directed against the town by Sea 
or land ? 

A.I do not conceive the shipping could 
well have been brought into action till 
the Plaza' del Toros was first carried., 
That place certainly prevented a great 
deal of the ships' lire taking effect on the 
Spanish troops as they were posted, 
From the Sand side batteries of heavy 
ordnance might have been erected with 
elTect, although the ground is not gene- 
rally favourable to it 

Q. Supposing the Plaza del Toros to 
have been in our possession, would it 
have been practicable from your know- 
ledge of the town to have had an effec- 
tual co-ope/ation from the navy in the 
attack ? 

A. Most certainly : I cannot conceive 
the possibility of the town of Buenos 
f Ay res holding out one hour with batte- 
ries erected on the Plaza del Toros and 
a well combined attack from the navy. 

Cross-examined by General Whitelocke* 

Q. Had I Tiot before the 3d July 
availed myself in various conversations 
vi the information afforded by your 
local knowledge of the country and its 
inhabitants ? 

A. On the march from the Ensinada 
General Whitelocke did once or twice 
question me as to the ront, and respect- 
ing the Kio Chuelo, and other points 
connected with the march, but upon 
vhich in general I was not able to give 
any ^information, never having been in 
Ahat part o; the country myself before. 



Q. Did I ever see you before you 

joined the expedition from Colonia i 

A. Never, I believe. 

Q. Had you heard of the plan of at* 
tack before you joined the mam body on 
the 3d July ? 

A. Never ; I never knew even the 
point of debarkation except from report 

Q. Did you at the time state any 
other deficiencies of implements for 
forcing doors> &c. and did I not imme- 
diately order a search to be made for 
such implements ? 

A. I do not recollect ; but I under- 
stood the implements L mentioned were 
on board ship, and I have reason to 
know that General Whitelocke did order 
such search. 

Q. Was any disapprobation of the 
plan, or any opinion unfavourable to its 
success, stated at the meeting on the 4th 
July ? 

A. I do not recollect that there was, 
though some remarks were made, I be* 
lieve by myself which were interrupted 
in the way I have mentioned. If I did 
not open my mind and express my db- 
approhatfon of the attack intended, it 
was because I conceived the Commander 
in Cluef had the best possible informa- 
tion from Sir Samuel Auchmuty, vho 
had lived for three weeks in close intima- 
cy with General Beresford previous to 
the arrival of General Whitelocke : . and 
I am. impressed with the conviction that 
General Whitelocke had originally in- 
tended to act on a very different plan, 
but had been led to adopt the one I 
have mentioned through motives of some 
imperious necessity which I never 
learnt. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 



TWENTY -FOURTH DAY. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY, 29. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, it was intimated by the 
Judge Advocate that he had received 
a message from Brigadier-general 
Crau-i'urd relative to part of his evi- 
dence on a former day, which he now 
wished to amend, and which, if the 
Court and Giucral Whitlocke assent- 
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ed, might in the opinion of the Judge of Buenos Ay res, must certainly have 
Advtxate, be done without demand- endangered the lives of the prisoners 
ing the personal attendance of Gene- very strongly, but I did not think, as I 
raJ Craufurd. stated immediately before,when General 
The Court and General Whitelocke ac- Whitelocke asked me a similar question, 
cordingly assented, and the Judge that the lives of the prisoners were in 
Advocate stated that the amendment dancer from the inhabitants : I did not 
in the evidence of General Craufurd think that the inhabitants would have 
related to his answer to a question on put them to death, 
the use of ordnance in the attack on Q. Look at the letter now produced, 
the town. He had answered in the and state if it be a copy of a letter writ* 
negative, but now wished to have add- ten by you on the subject of the pric- 
ed to that answer, that he thought they ners. 

might be useful in breaking open Here the letter was read as follows: 
doors. This amendment was accord- 
ingly entered on the minutes of the Plaza del Toros,Sth July, 1807. 
court. It is my determined opinion that a bom- 
bardment of the town would be attend- 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pack called and ed with fatal consequences to the Brir 
further examined. tish prisoners. 

(Signed) d. pack, 

On the last question of the preceding Lieutenant-col. 7 1st reg. 

day being read over, Colonel Pack made To General Whitelocke. 
the following observation : 

" I do not conceive that answer was A. General Whitelocke on fhe morn* 
quite concluded. I think it proper to- ing I came to the Plaza del Toros, asked 
wards General Whitelocke to state, that for my opinion on the subject of the pre* 
whatever share of blame may be attach- ceding action, and whether I had any 
ed to me on that occasion, 1 am ready objection to give that opinion in writing. 
to take the weight off his shoulders. I replied, no, certainly not ; but at the 
Whatever I have stated was dictated by time of writing it, I saw the statement of 
the facts themselves, and 1 1 hrow myself other opinions would be much endanger- 
on the judgment of the Court, not ed by the exasperated state of the mindt 
wishing to say one word too much or too of the inhabitants, if any renewal of the 
little. attack should take place. 1 thought, 
General WUtelocke. — The question however, in candour, I owed it to myself 
was a very simple one, and required only personally, to apprize General White- 
a plain answer. 1 do not want the ques- locke, that my opinion alluded solely to 
tion to be explained away by the pro- the bombardment. That letter I wrote 
secutor or by any one else. for General Whitelocke ; not to him. 

Colonel Pack — I thought I had no op- Q. Was this letter written by the de- 

pvrtunity of stating my objections to the sire of General Whitelocke, and at what 

elan in question, and my opinion not time ? 
eing asked, I should have considered it A. Certainly it was written at his re- 
presumption in me to have offered it. que^t. It was after the exchange of pri- 
Bat, after twelve months most anxious soners, the day after the treaty was sigu- 
refleetion on the subject, and with all ed. 
General Beresf'ord's opinions upon it in 

my head, I should not have felt myself ' Examined by the Court. 
justified, had I expressed any direct ap- 
probation of the plan of attack then de- Q. Is there any thing so particularly 
cided upon. bad in the climate of Buenos Ay res at 
Q. What would have been the pro- that period of the year, when you were 
liable consequence to the prisoners of a before it, as to render it very inconvenient 
renewal of the attack on the town either for the troops to keep the held ? 
pj means of bombardment or otherwise? A. I entertained and expressed the 
A. I think a bombardment of the town greatest apprehension of the state of the 
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weather, and certainly had I given my whole of the leading company of my 
opinion previous to the army embarking, column, and every man and horse at the 
it would have been to hare waited till a gun, were either killed or disabled, and 
more favourable opportunity. There is we found it altogether impossible to pos- 
nothing in the climate of Buenos Ayres sess ourselves ot this very eligible situa- 
at any time so bad as to prevent troops tion ; and clearly impossible to pene- 
keeping the field, but there are particu- trate further up tfie street. I was tnere- 
lar periods when there falls a deluge of fore necessarily obliged to fall back, and 
raiu, and that period was just approach- throw my self with about 1 40 men into a 
ing. house about 140 yards from Jesuits 1 Col- 
Q. How soon did tie rain set in at lege. The remainder of the column 
Buenos Ayres last July ? was dispersed in several houses adjoin- 
A. There was. very heavy rain, I think, ing, and those that did not succeed in 
on the night of the 2d, and on the morn- entering were either killed or wounded, 
ing of the 3d ; but it did not continue so After having held some conference with 
long as it usually does at that period of Lieutenant-colonel Pack, respectingmy 
the year. remaining on so bad a post, I thought it 
Q. Had possession of the Colonia been my duty to detach an oilicer with ten 
retained, might not a sufficient quantity men to communicate with General Crau- 
of cattle have been procured to supply furd, respecting the post I occupied, and 
the army for a given time ? the consequences that might ensue if 
A. Yes. we continued there any longer. I have 
The Judge Advocate here produced a since learned, that every man of this de- 
letter from General Whitelocke to Gen. tachment was either killed or wounded 
Liniers, acknowledging the receip* in opening this communication, and that 
of his letter with the proposition for a the officer with great difficulty escaped, 
cessation of hostilities to treat on terms, I defended this post for almost three 
and informing him that he sent Major- hours with the loss of a serjeant and four- 
general Gower for that purpose. The teen men killed, and five officers and 
definitive treaty, produced in evi- 82 men wounded. Soon after an officer 
dence on the first day, was also ordered from the enemy appeared with a flag of 
to be entered on the minutes as read truce, which I certainly conceived nad 
Lere. no other object but an offer for m to 

surrender to the troops immediately op- 

Lieutenant-colonel Cadogan sworn and posed to us, and on consulting witn the 

examined. officers, I judged it expedient to give him. 

Q. Did you command a division of a parley. The firing from the top of my 

the left wing of the light brigade on the post, was necessarily ordered to be sus- 

day of attack at Buenos Ayres ? pended, and the -enemy availing them- 

A. Yes, I did. selves of this circumstance, poured in 

Q. Describe, the operations of the ad- numbers round the post, when finding 

vance under your command from the that so few of my men remained 

period of separation from Colonel Pack, alive, and the overpowering numbers of 

during the remainder of the day of at- the enemy, I with the concurrence of 

tack ? my officers surrendered, and with them 
A. I proceeded forward to the west was inarched into the fort, and the re- 
side of the building called Jesuits' Col- maiuing men were carried off to difle- 

lege, without any considerable loss of rent prisons. 

men ; when in bringing up the light three- Q. Can you state the original strength 

pounder belonging to my column, in of your division ? 

order to force an entrance into the prin- A. I cannot state with certainty, but I 

cipal gateway, the enemy suddenly ap- believe we had 250 men. 

pearecl in great numbers at every win- Q. Does that number include the ar- 

dow, on the tops of houses, ana from tillery ? 

the barracks on the opposite side of /the A. No. 

street, and also at that side of the street Q. What number of artillery liad 

with some ordnance. On a sudden the you ? 
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A. T Hiink we had a serjeant and four 
men, betides three thinner drivers. 

Q. State as accurately as you can re - 
member*, the number that remained 
aiive ot jour division at the time of your 
surrender? 

A. I can only answer for the post I 
occupied ; there were about 40 men 
able to march. 

Q. At what time did you surrender ? 
A. To the best of my belief about 
eleven o'clock. 

Lieutenant-colonel Guard sworn and 
examined. 
Q. Did you command the 45th regi- 
ment on the 5th of July ? 
A. 1 did. 

Q. Describe the operations of thai: 
corps from the period you commenced 
your march in the morning till the time 
vou gave up the command of it to Major 
Nichoils, and state the operations of that 
division from the time of your marching 
from the Residencia, till* your junction 
with Brigadier-general Crauturd ? 

A. paving previously occupied the 
roads by which we were to enter the 
town, I moved forward at day break in 
the morning of the 5th July, with the 
45tn in two columns, consisting each of 
four companies, having the command of 
the right wmg myself, and the rest being 
und r the command of Major Nichoils. 
We proceeded about three quarters of a 
mile, when the columns came together 
in consequence of the junction of two 
roads, and I was under the necessity, in 
conformity to my orders, to make a con- 
siderable detour to my right, by which 
means I did not reach the Residencia, 
(the post I was ordered to occupy) 
until three minutes after the left wing 
under Major Nichoils, whom I found in 
the act ot breaking open the doors of that 
building. My loss in reaching that post 
was trilling, having only three men 
killed. Perceiving now home houses in 
the vicinity, and nearer to the banks of 
the river, I considered it expedient to 
possess myself of them: i therefore 
moved forward with my wing, and se- 
lecting three of them left a company in 
each, and returned myself to the Resi- 
dencia, with the grenadiers. A consi- 
derable firing on my left urged me 
to request Major Nichoils to make 
the necessary arrangements for the occu- 



pation of the Residencia, and to take 
the grenadier company with me and re- 
connoitre the disposition of Brigadier- 
general Craufurd's brigade, and return 
to him immediately. 1 then went by 
the stieet by which F had entered the 
town, and turning to the right came into 
one that led directly towards the great 
square. I proceeded about thirty or 
forty yards forward, when I came to a 
very large house which 1 thought it 
might be advantageous to take possession 
of, and occupy with a small detachment. 
I therefore proceeded to break in the 
door, but finding it very difficult to ef- 
fect, I sent back my adjutant with a few 
file to the Residencia for the purpose of 
obtaining the assistance of implements 
which 1 knew to be there. He had 
scarcely returned when I was joined by a 
picket of the regiment which had missed 
me in the morning, and had entered the 
town with the light battalion, and the of- 
ficer commanding it brought me an op- 
der from Genera) Craulurd to charge 
down the street with the grenadier com- 
pany supported by the picket. J did so 
accordingly, and did not immediately 
meet any opposition except two discharges 
of a heavy piece of ordnance which 
was posted at the end of the street. 
As we advanced towards the centre of 
the town, I found the tops of the houses 
crowded by the enemy, who opened 
on us a smart fire of musketry as we 
passed, and when I got about half a mile, 
rinding the men very much out of breath, 
and the great difficulty of moving for- 
ward, occasioned by the increased fire, 
I drew off my men into a street on mv 
right, and seeing Colonel Pack with 
some of the light battalion approaching 
towards the church of St. Domingo, 
I crossed the street on purpose to con- 
sult him, as from his local knowledge 
he must be able to acquaint me 
with my situation, and the practica* 
bility of a further advance into the town. 
He told me it would certainly be impos- 
sible for me to reach the square without 
the loss of the greater part of my de* 
tachment: I therefore returned, and 
found General Craufurd with several 
companies of light infantry and rifle-men 
together with* a field piece in the same 
street. 1 remained under General Crau«- 
furd's orders during the rest of that day. 
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Q. From whom and at what time did would have been in a very dangerous* 

yftu receive orders to take possession of state, if the town had been bombarded.' 

the Residencia? Q. Is this is a copy of a paper signed 

. A. On the 4th from General Gower, by you on that occasion ? 

as well as I can recollect, from whom I A. I have the original in my pocket. 

• received my instructions. Here the letter - was produced and 

Q. Were these orders 'included in the read, for which see Appendix No. 

original plan of attack, or were they XII. 
communicated* to the officers leading 

the columns on your left, whose opera- Lieutenant-colonel Nichoils sworn and 

tions must naturally have been connect- examined. 
cd with yours? 

A. Tney were not included in the ge- Q. You commanded the left wing of 

neral instructions: they were given me the 45th regiment on the day of the 

verbally. I have no knowlege as to any attack ? 

communication being made to any officer A. I did. 

who commanded the columns on my Q» Describe the operations of that 

' left. wing from the time you separated from 

Q. At what hour did you arrive at the the right wing till you arrived at the 

Residencia ? Residencia, and ail that passed until you 

A. About seven o'clock. evacuated that post ? 

Q. Describe the position and strength A. The wings of the regiment were 

of the Residencia ? joined until the arrival of both at the 

A. It appeared to roe a very strong Kesidencia. Of the operations till the 

building, nut as I did not enter it, I middle of the following day the 6th, mr 

cannot give an accurate description. public letter to General Whitelocke will 

Q. How soon did you march with the give an account. . I have a copy of 

grenadiers after your arrival to form a that letter which however does not «»• 

junction with Brigadier-general Crau- tain the conclusion of the operations, 

furd ? * Here the report was read for which see 

A. Immediately on my return from Apoendix No. XIII. 

taking the three houses before mention- Q. Was this report that which yoft 

ed. I had no intention of joining Gene- sent by Captain Whittingham, and which 

ral Crau furd until I received his order to was communicated to General White- 

that effect. locke about two o'clock on the 6th ? 

Q. Had you received any orders A. It is a copy of that report. Cap- 
either from or through General White- tain Whittingham offered to leave the 
locke as to the future operations of the 40th grenadiers with me, but I declined,, 
regiment under your command after you as I thought it was more important that 
should have taken possession of the Ke- he should get safe back to General 
sidencia Whitelocke with the intelligence which 
A. I did not receive any orders. I he had been able to collect of the skaa- 
did conceive we were to maintain that tion of affairs in our quarters. In, about 
post. half an hour after his departure, the 

enemy collected again and seemed to 
Cress-examined by General Whitelocke. threaten a second attack; but on dis- 
charging their own cannon upon them 
Q. Do you recollect me asking your they retired. About four o'clock in the 
opinion, after your release on the 8th, afternoon, General Gower sent up two 
as to the truth of the statements respect- lines to inform me, that hostilities had 
tag the prisoners, and the danger they been suspended till further orders, and 
might have been exposed to from the about seven o'clock General Cranfdrd 
exasperated state of the minds of the came with a similar notification. 1 wish- 
inhabitants of the tqwn, }f it had been ed to have had some private con versa- 
bombarded ? tion with General Craufurd as to out 
A» General Whitelocke did ask my situation, but the General thought it 
•pinion, and I gave i%, that the prisoners would have been considered iinprtyer 
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lotonel Elllo the Spanish officer, 
accompanied hhn. I therefore re- 
ed all tnat night entirely ignorant of 
unfortunate turn of ari'ains. The 
morning, being deprived of the 
ts 1 had hitherto possessed of sub- 
g the men, Major Tolley, and my- 
houghtit acKiaable to make a de- 
1 from General Liniers of the quan- 
»f provisions we required, assigning 
reason for this demand in a note 
t General Liniers, that it was pos- 
if 1 sent men out to solicit provi- 
from the neighbouring houses, 
quarrels might ensue between the 
•s, and stating my number as one- 
nore than I had, viz. 600 instead of 
I received a reply that provisions 
d be sent ; however, none arrived, 
)t a very small portion which was 
to the sick and wounded of both 
», until seven o'clock in the even- 
rhen a considerable supply of bread 
>d under the command of Cap- 
laker of the 9th light dragoons. In 
wirse of the dav about three o'clock, 
*ived a letter from Lieutenant- co- 
Torrens, desiring me to halt on as 
i ground as I might then occupy, 
further orders. I had also some 
lunication, directing me to prevent 
regularities which were said to have 
committed by our men near the 
lencia : one contained in that let- 
one fronl Lieutenant-colonel Tor- 
one from Majer-general Gower, 
wo from Brigadier-general Crau- 
Having only a pair of centries 
le, I thought it necessary to con- 
tt the assertions made in these let- 
indeed a Spanish officer voluntarily 
lied to me that evening, that the 
tf were unfounded. This day we 
employed in completing our ball- 
dge, which I had the means of 
; from the cannisters 1 took in the 
rils. On the morning of the 8th, 
dved a verbal message from Briga- 
jeneral Craufurd to evacuate the 
encia, and join the main body at the 
o ; as this did not agree with the or- 
• the preceding day, 1 sent a note to 
equesting a written order to that ef- 
ts also asking what I should do with 
risoners and cannon. General Crau- 
returned me a reply, which was 
idory; and in consequence of 



which I liberated the prisoners, and joined 
the army with four pieces of cannon 
about twelve o'clock. 

U. Describe the position and strength 
of the Residencia ? 

A. It occupies a tquare or space about 
150 yards one way, and about HO the 
other way. This square contained one 
or two very large churches and hall*, 
and some very line large wards in the 
hospital : it is a charitable institution. 
One front of the whole area waf an open 
square or yard; half the front to the 
west presents a lofty dead wall to the 
street ; the other half only .ten feet high. 
Front and rear it had entrances. Tat 
roof of the Residencia is not commanded 
by any adjoining building. 

Q. Was it practicable in consequence 
of having possession of the Uesidencia to 
open a communication with the shore of 
the Plata ? 

A. Perfectly so. It borders on the 
river, and there are no intervening build- 
ings. 

Q. What distance is the Residencia 
from the shore of the river at its common 
height > 

A. About 250 or 300 yards. 

Q. What number of prisoners were 
taken by the 45th at the Residencia and 
in the arijoining houses? 

A. We had 43 taken in arms, and 150 
sick and wounded, whom we found in 
the hospital on taking possession, not in- 
cluding about 20 Spanish surgeons who 
were attending them. 

Q. Would not artillery both in men 
and guns have been of important service 
to the regiment under your command, 
both in obtaining possession of the Resi- 
dencia, and maintaining that post? 

A. Certainly it would have been of 
the greatest advantage ; and 1 could, in 
such a case, have dislodged some of the 
parties that pressed so heavily on General 
Craufurd. 

Q. How far was the position in which 
you were cantoned on the night of the 
4lh, from that of the light brigade? 

A. Rather more than 300 yards. 

Q. How long were you in marching 
from that post to the Residencia ? 

A. About three quarters of an hour. 
The roads were bad, and I marched 
slowly. I arrived about seven o'clock. 

Q. At what hour did Captain Whit- 
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tingham arrive at the Residencia the 
next day ? 

A. About one o'clock. 

Q. Having arrived at the Residencia 
at seven o'clock on the 5lh, did you, or 
did you not remain there without receiv- 
ing any orders from, or having any com- 
munication with the Commander in Chief 
until one o'clock the next day t 

A. I did. 

Q. Would a reinforcement from the 
reserve under Lieutenant-general White- 
iocke, or from the corps under the orders 
of Cojoncl Mahon, have afforded you 
the means of co-operating with the dif- 
ferent columns of the army engaged in 
the attack of the town ? 

A. It would have enabled me to 
communicate with General Crai.furd, 
which, under such circumstances of im- 
perious necesMtv, I would even have at- 
tempted without any assistance, could I 
l»a\ e seen any probability of success. 

Q. Do you know ot any obstacles 
which the strength of the enemy in that 
quarter might have thrown in the way of 
a re-inforcement reaching the Resi- 
dencia, if orders iiad been given to that 
effect ? 

A. I know of none. 

Q. State as accurately as you can re- 
collect, the distance from tlie canton- 
ments of the light brigade on the evening 
of the 4th, (and which you state to have 
been 300 yards from your own,) from 
the Residencia? 

A. About one mile and three-quarters. 

Questioned by the Court, 

Q. You say in your letter that hu- 
manity had induced some of your sol- 
diers to make? prisoners. Did you think 
any apology necessary for having made 
prisoners? 

A. Ry no means — quite the contrary. 

*J. \ou stated that vou arrived at the 
Retiro about one o'clock. At what hqur 
did you leave the Residencia, and by 
whatnot did you march to the Retiro? 

A. I left the Residencia I think about 
ten o'clock, and marched through the 
town. The delay was occasioned by 
the necessity of dragging the artillery 
through the town by hand. 

Q. If \ou had known where to fin 
the Commander of the forces, would 
um not have contrived to communicate 
«vii!x him on the 5th ? 



A. Not in the morning; I could not 
have spared a force sufticient to do so, 
but in the evening I should have at- 
tempted it, had 1 known that Colonel 
Mai ion was so close to me. 

* 

Questioned by General fThitehcke. ' 

Q. Did you know where the Com- 
mander in Chief was to be found on the 
6th, Irom the orders you received ? 

A. It was not specified in the orders, 
but 1 should have forwarded any report % 
1 had to make to Mr. W hite's house, 
whence I supposed it would have been 
sent on by some of the officers of the 
staff. 

» 
Rear-admiral Murray again called, and 
further examined. 

Q. Have you the letter mentioned in 
the former part of your evidence which 
you received from Lieutenant-colonel 
Bourke, the quarter-master General. 

A. By some mistake the original let- 
ter has been lost, but I have obtained a j 
copy of it from Captain Thompson of the I 
Flv sloop. ■ 

llere the letter was produced and ! 
read, (for which see Appendix No.XlV.) 

It was in cousequence of this letter I 
gave the necessary orders to Captain 
Thompson. 

Q. \Vas or was not any plan for a 
combined attack upon the town ever 
proposed to you ? 

A. No regular plan was ever pro- 
posed to me for a combined attack on 
the town by Gen. Whitelocke. He once 
observed to me, that he meant to attack 
it from the westward, and would require 
any assistarce we could give him there; 

Q. Were you ever consulted, or had 
you any knowledge of the plan of at- 
tack which took place? 

A. No. 

Q. Are you of opinion that a com- 
bined attack on the town could have 
been practicable or expedient ? 

A. I think it would. 

Q. If such an attack had been pro- 
posed, what assistance would it have been 
in your power to render from the 
ships, the boats of the licet, and the gun 
boat-.? 

A. I think .the gun -boats and such 
armed vessels as were of easy draft of 
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' would have been of essential ser- 
in the attack, and in co-operating 
the army. 

State what passed from the ar- 
rf the Meet off Buenos Ay res to the 
ture of the treaty ? 

On the 4th of Julv, the sun-boats 
got in near the town of Buenos 
s, but not near enough to act. The 

were directed to sound during the 
ind night to ascertain the depth of 
, and Captain Thompson reported 
;, that he had himself sounded, and 

the channel very intricate and the 
lings very irregular. But he had 
ved when abreast of the town, and 
; situation in which vessels should 
iced to act against it from seven to 
n feet water, and at the length of 
>at seven feet again. Vessels draw- 
ore water, could not be depended 
act On the 5th he had with great 
ilty got the gun-barges and gun- 
in a station above the town, 
ze he was enabled to move down 
un-boats and two of the armed 
ners to assist in the attack if neces- 

He also reported to me, that he 
sen enabled to land spirits and pro- 
sto that part of the army coin- 
ed by Sir Samuel Auchmuty, and 
ie had likewise landed musket-balls, 
iituation of that part of the army 
: Sir S. Auchmuty by their march- 
to the town, was such as had pre- 
d him at that time from making use 
i gun-boats, lest we should fire on 
*n people; but the next morning, 
>f the gun-boats were placed in a 
ion that appeared to him as likely 
ove effective, and they continued 
until a truce was made. The boats 
kept there during the time the 

was making, and, I think, until the 
linarles were signed. On the 5th, 
jived a letter from Lieutenant- ge- 
Whitelocke requesting to see me. 
journed until to-morrow. 



VVENTY-FIFTII DAY. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 1. 

Court being met pursuant to ad- 
rnment, Admiral Murray was again 
led aud further examined. 



Q. Produce the letter from General 
Whitelocke, stated in the latter part of 
your evidence of yesterday. 

Here the letter was produced and 
read, for which see Appendix No. XIV. 

Admiral Murray. In consequence 
of this letter 1 was about to leave the 
Staunch gun-brig, on board of which I 
then was, for the purpose of going on 
shore, when Captain Thompson of the 
Flv, came from the shore and informed 
me he had been obliged to have a guard 
from head -quarters to protect him to his 
boat, which guard had returned, it being- 
then nearly dark, and that so many of 
the eijemy v s horse were seen about the 
place of landing, it would not be safe for 
me to go ashore that night, as no 
guard was on the beach. I there- 
tore returned to the Nereid, and next 
morning wVnt to the General. I found 
him in the Plaza del Toros, on the top of 
one of the houses, in company with Gen. 
Gower, Auchmuty, and Luuiley. The 
General informed me of the situation of 
the anny and the misfortunes that had 
befallen it, that he had received the pre- 
liminaries of a treaty from the Spanish 
General Liniers, by which the great 
point was gained of getting back all the 
prisoners taken in SouthAmericasincethe 
war, which was an important object, and 
without which, according to his instruc- 
tions, nothing he could do would be com- 
plete; that better terms could not be 
procured, but if the business went on, he 
should expect every assistance from me. 
This 1 assured him he should have. He 
continued to observe that it would an- 
swer no pm pose to go on with it, as Spa- 
nish America never could be conquered 
by the English : we had not a friend in. 
the country, as the inveteracy of all 
classes had proved. I told the General 
that before these terms should be agreed 
to, I thought he had better consult with 
the general officers upon it. He told 
me he had already their opinions, which 
were similar to his own, namely, that the 
terms should be signed, as no purpose 
could be answered by going on. He as- 
sured me, from authority, that if hosti- 
lities were renewed, the prisoners (mean- 
ing General Craufurd's brigade) would 
all be put to death. 1 told the General 
that he must know more of the situation 
of the army, and what was in his power 
than I could, but that I could not passu 
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bly agree to these tt»rms without con- service in 6ne weather, but the chaiuw of 
suiting the senior officer next in com- that season of the year were to sudden, 
mand to myself, then at Buenos An res. and a very heavy sea getting up in conse* 
Admiral Stirling having been left in the que nee ot the frequent gales, that it made 
command ot the line ol battle ships at their acting very precarious. Even the 
Monte Video, Captain Bayntun was the gun-boats, which are much larger than 
next senior officer with me at Buenos the men of war's launches, would have 
Ay res, and he was then with me at the been swamped by the gale on the 2nd, 
top of the same house. Act -ordiiigly I had they been up there instead* of being 
immediately communicated "with hiii/on under point Quihnes, where the water 
the subject, told him what had parsed, was much smoother; for I never, in any 
and asked his opinion on the necessity of river, saw such a sea as frequently 
signing those terms. He told me' he happened while I was there, when the 
thought 1 could not possibly do other- wind blew strong and a weather tide. I 
wise than sign them, for the General believe that General Whitelocke had 
must be the best judge of what the army not, however, the most distant idea of 
could do ; that it 1 did not sign them, I any assistance from the navy in the at- 
must of course take all the responsibility tuck on Buenos Ayres after landing at ' 
upon myself for any consequences that the Ensinada, except that of being sun- 
might afterwards happen. General plied widi provisions, if the troops should 
Gower then explained to me more, fully, be in want of them, and landing the hea- 
the term* that were proposed; they vy artillery westward of the town; far 
•were written in Spanish, upon asses skin, no doubt, 1 believe, was entertained by 
Upon asking him if bet tcr terms could not any body, that Buenos Ayres would 
be procured, he said he had endeavour- have been taken by the army, without 
ed to obtain better terms, but the Spa- difficulty, 
niards would not hear ot it, and that it 

was with great difiiculty he had prevailed Cross-examined by General fThiklockc* 
upon them to let us occupy Monte Video 

for two months instead of one, which Q. Were not the transports left at 

had been at first proposed. Under thyrfe Monte Video of too great draught of 

circumstances, and believing that from water to be carried up, and were not the 

the disposition of the inhabitants, we troops removed from thence and doubled 

should not be able to keep that country in the other transports on that ao- 

with the force then in it, I signed the count ? 
treaty. A. Two or three were left at Monte 

Q.« Can you state the number of gun Video, and the troops were of coune w 
and other boats of easy draught of water moved. The Bellona was one, aJtbofnJb 
that could carry guns of any description she was an ordnance ship, and had 
to co-operate in the attack on the town, brought a great deal of ordnance and 
if any plan for a combined attack had some soldiers from the Cape ; the Cap- 
been thought advisable to act upon ? tain was another, left on account of dktv* 

A. If our gun-boats were at Buenos ing so much water; another small trajn* 
Ayres, and two schooners, carrying Spa- port was also left from beinjg kakj. 
nish 24 pounders might have been em- These are alt 1 at present recollect, 
ployed. Eight could have been got up ; Q. Did you understand that my lea- 
two more gun-boats, were left at Barra- son for not fixing any specific plan, M 
gon, and one schooner carrying two of my not having certain information, and 
the same calibre and two carronades. that 1 therefore meant to take a posiuoa 
What the calibre of the others was, 1 to the westward of the town, and con- 
do not recollect, but I believe they were municate with you on further operation? 
from six to eight pounders, A. 1 certainly understood from tot 

Q. Might not the boats and launches General, that he should tee hit way 

of the men of war have been fitted up better when he should get up to the place, 

with guns, and employed in the same and that his intention was to attack from 

service ? the westward of the town ; but I did not 

A. They certainly might have been of understand from him that he expected 
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any assistance from the navy, more than 
I nave before stated, for the General 
knew that the ships could not be got up, 
and he requested, when at Barragon, 
that I would send up the transports 
towards the town, to make it appear to 
the enemy that he meant to attack it in 
another place ; but as I before stated, I 
did not understand that General White- 
locke expected any assistance from arm- 
ed vessels in the attack of the place, but 
merely to cover the shore, or land pro- 
visions. As for landing the troops, in the 
first instance, he frequently expressed 
that he only wanted me to laud his 
army, and he would answer for the rest. 

Q. Do you not understand that by 
the western -side was meant the Toros? 

A. I do. 

Q. Could the schooners have ap- 
proached so near as to have made any 
use of the carronades against the town ) 

A. I think, during a part of the flood 
tide that they miglit, but they could not 
remain there the whole of the tide ; with 
the wind in shore, they would not have 
been able to get oft' again. 

Examined by the Court. 

Q. Wliat was the nature of the car- 
' tonades ? 

A. I am not positive — some 9-pound- 
ers, generally speaking, I think 12-pound- 
ers were the largest. 

Q. Could you not from the ships have 
furnished instruments which would have 
been of material use in forcing the bar- 
ricadoes and doors of the town, and were 
you at any time applied to, to furnish 
such instruments ? 

A. Certainly I could. Iron crows 
might have been provided from the ships 
if they had been required, but I had no 
application made to me for that purpose, 
aor did I know they were wanted. 

Q. At what distance were the men of 
war from Buenos Ayres on the fourth, 
aad the morning of the fifth of July ? 

A. The sloops of war were never 
nearer than five of* six miles, and they 
were lying in sixteen fathom water. 
The gun-brigs were above the town, and 
I believe some were a mile and half, 
others two miles or more from the town ; 
when I say the town, I mean to he un- 
derstood, th« shore above the town. On 



the 5th they were nearer, and on the 
night of the 5th, or morning of the 6th, 
four gun-boats were placed very near 
the town, between the Plaza del Toros 
and the Citadel, and were within point 
blank shot of the Citadel. Two schooner* 
were likewise leading down at the time 
the truce was made, and which would 
have been of service in dispersing the 
enemy from the church. 

Judge Advocate. I think I ought to 
state to the Court that Admiral Murray 
having, in the course of his evidence, 
spoken of reports he received from Cap- 
tains Thompson and Bayntun of the navy; 
I ought, in strictness, to call these offi- 
cers to confirm what has been stated by 
Admiral Murray. At the same time, it 
does appears to me that the facts stated 
do not require confirmation, and I think 
all the material evidences have been suf- 
ficiently proved. I do not, however, 
mean or wish to deprive Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Whitelockc of any advantages he 
might derive from the testimony of these 
witnesses, and if he desires 1 shall of 
course call thein. 

General ft'hitelocke. I am so perfectly 
satisfied with what Admiral Murray has 
stated, that 1 have no desire whatever 
to occupy the time of the court by call- 
ing on these gentlemen. 

Captain Ddvcnport suorn and examined. 

Q. Are vou the senior surviving offi- 
cer of the 6th dragoon guards, employ- 
ed upon the expedition against Buenos 
Ayres ? 

A. I am. 

Q. State the orders you received on 
the 5th of July, and the operations of 
your corps in pursuance of these orders, 
from the time you quitted your canton- 
ments that morning until the close of* 
the dav ? 

A. f can only state the operations, for 
I received no orders. Colonel Kington 
received the orders, and I never heard 
them from him. On the 5th of Jul v. 
the Oth dragoon guards, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Kington, 
quitted their cantonments about 6 o'clock 
in the morning, when some delay was 
occasioned by Colonel Kington missinjj 
his way, and we did not arrive at the 
entrance ef the citv till 7 o'clock, when 

U 
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we found two troops of the 0th light Colonel Bradford came to my post, 
dragoons in charge of two field pieces, which he told me he considered as tena- 
Lieutcnant Colonel Kington took the ble, and after reconnoitering every part 
command of the whole of the troops of it, made the following arrangement: 
mounted, and entered the city. One of A picket of SO men in the extremity of 
the field pieces was advanced in front of the square, and the two field pieces op* 
the column, the other u as left stationary posite to the only two entrances to the 
in the rear with 30 of the 6th dragoon square. In the evening, Captain Foster 
guards and an oflicer; we advanced as was with me; observing a very large 
tar as the second square without any churdi, within about 50 yards of us, en- 
firing from the enemy: till we arrived tirelv commanding our position, he de- 
there the silence of the town struck me sired me to take possession of it. la 
most forcibly, but from that point we consequence, I sent an officer and 30 men 
advanced under a regularly increasing of the 0th light dragoons, to Colonel 




, . r „ of 

Master-General came up with orders to his own regiment to take possession of it, 

Colonel Kington, the purport of which which was accordingly done: we re- 

I am not acquainted with. When we mained two days in this situation, and 

arrived at the fourth square, the fire of were constantly "fired at by the enemy's 

the enemy became more heavy and de- stragglers. 

structive than it had hitherto been, and Q. At what hour did you commence 

when the 6th dragoon guards attempted your retreat? 

to advance beyond that, Colonel King- " A. About 10 o'clock, 

ton and Captain Burrell fell. Major Q. How soon after that did you see 

Pigot of the 9th light dragoons then came Captain Foster ? 

to the head of the column, and found it A. Immediately on our arrival at the 

impossible to advance; the corps was re- second square, beyond the extremity of 

treating from the right, supposing the the town. 

streets to end at right angles, and the Q. How soon did you take possession 

strong reason for which retreat wa> that of the houses ? 

the enemy were concealed, and we A. With as little loss of time as pots- 
could not succeed in getting into the ble, in about quarter of an hour, 
houses. The gun in front I then ordered Q. W'heu did Major Pigot take the 
to the rear, and we retreated by files command of the 6th dragoon guards 
under cover of the houses, beyond the which you Mated he put himself at the 
first square from the entrance of the h f ad v\', when Colonel Kington and Cap- 
street. Here we found the gun we had tain Burnll fell ? 
left in the rear, and met some troops of A. As soon as we met with the troops 
the 9th light dragoons, under Lieutenant of the 9th dragoons under Colonel Mfi- 
Colonel \Yitherington, and which we therington. 

had not seen on entering the town. At General Whitelockc declined asking 

tliis period, Captain roster, General this wilue>? any question*. 
Whitelockc's Aid-de-camp came up to the 

column, to whom we communicated our Examined by the Court* 
transactions, lie immediately reconir 

mended our advancing again to a square Q. How were the carbineers armed P 

he pointed out to me, and then: to take A. The) had carbines and bayonet*, 

up a position on the houses; this being and ammunition botwefcn thirty and fort j 

effected, the house which I occupied rounds a man, in their pouches, 
being in a very commanding situation, 

I reconnoiterexf from the top of it, and it Captain FraztT called, and further 

was from thence I first saw the British examined. 
colours flying on the Plaza del Toros to 

the left on the right, in a position which Q. State the orders which you reech* 

J conjectured to be the Ilesideucia. ed respecting the disposal of the artillery 



* 
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•i the 5th of July, and what you did in 
consequence of these orders ; stating also 
in your answer the number of guns you 
had under your command, and their 
calibre ? 

A. The return which I have already 

S" >cn in, included the guns taken on 
e 2d which were placed in position. 
There were, besides the guns mentioned 
in orders, two 6-pounders ; but no fur- 
ther orders were received that day re- 
specting the artillery. 

Q. Where were these two guns placed, 
and what was their position ? 

A. They were place near to the guns 
which were taken on the 2d, on die Co- 
ral de Miserere, which is a small open 
space. Their position was in tl r line 
opposite the road leading into the c;ly. 

Q. How soon did you see General 
Whitelocke on the morning of the 5th ? 

A. Immediately after returning from 
firing the signal to advance to attack. 
Probably about 7 o'clock, or a little after. 

Q. ^ ou stated, in a former answer, 
that you had received a strict injunction 
from Geueral Whitelocke not to leave 
his side the following day. Did you 
observe that injunction ? 

A. I did not leave the side of his Ex- 
cellency, except, upon two occasions, 
when 1 was by his orders sent forward to 
examine and" report to him whether the 
Spanish colours on the fort were struck. 

Q. At what period of the day did you 
receive these orders, and how long were 
you absent in executing them ? 

A. I received the first order between 
2 and 3 o'clock in the afternoon, and was 
at that time absent not half an hour. I 
received the second order probably a 
little after 3, and was then absent full 
half an hour. 

Q. Where did you first join General 
Whitelocke on that morning ? 

A. 1 first joined "General Whitelocke 
on the Coral, where the pieces of artil- 
lery were already placed in position. 

Q. Having stated that you remained 
by General Whitelo/-ke*s side by his ex- 
press injunction, during the whole of the 
day, except for one hour ; state as cor- 
rectly as you can where General White- 
locke was during that day, beginning 
from the spot where you first joined 



A. General Whitelocke was on the 
Coral during the whole of the day, ex- 
cept for a very short interval, when I 
understood his Excellency had retired 
to White's house. It ^as about two 
o'clock. 

Q. How large is the Cord ? 

A. It is understood to be about 500 
yards one way and (ioo the other. The 
Coral is a term applied to a quarter of 
Buenos Ay res, and is an uncertain open 
space. 

Q. State how General Whitelocke was 
employed during the whole ol that day ; 
was he riding or walking? 

A. His Excellency was at first on 
horseback, subsequently dismounted, 
and continued generally dismounted 
during the remainder ol the day, and 
generally was within 30 jards of the 
house which had been the head quartet's 
of the second in command. 

Q. Is the Coral on such an eminence 
as that the streets of Buenos Ayres and 
the inarch of the invading columns could 
be seen from it > 

A. The immediate entrance of 
Buenos Ayres is at the distance of about 
350 yards. At the end of the Coral it 
is higher, so that you cannot see into the 
town, because of the intersection of the 
squares, and part of the suburbs, above 
150 yards. It is also intersected by 
high hedges and orchards. 

Q. Then is it to be understood that 
neither the leading streets nor the co- 
lumns could be seen by General White- 
locke that day ? 

A. Certainly they could not be seen. 

Q. Then as Geueral Whitelocke did 
not move from the Coral the whole of 
the day, ami could not see any thing of 
the operations of the army, and you 
were by his side during the whole time, 
with the exceptions \ou have stated; 
how was he employed, with the excep- 
tion of the short interval he was at 
White's house? 

A. in the early part of the day his" 
Excellency sent forward to the centre 
sqme of his stall', to bring information of 
what was going on. Towards the mid- 
dle of the day a communication wa$ 
opened with the brigade on the left; the 
officer who opened that communication, 
returned bitwewi } anjl 2 o'clock with a 
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message from Sir Samuel Auchmuty, re- 

? vesting a small party of aitillery-incn to 
e sent to the Plaza del Toros. 

Q. Plow soon, after you joined him in 
the morning, did he give you any orders, 
and what were these orders ? 

A. I think very »oon after I joined him 
be sent some of his staff into the centre, 
with orders, generally, to bring him infor- 
mation of what was passing*. 

Q. Were the orders to nis stall given 
at once, or at different times ? 

A. At repeated intervals. 

Q. Besides the orders to his staff, state 
what other orders you heard him give 
during the morning of the 5th. 

A. I presume the communication 
with tjie left was opened by means of 
the orders issued. 1 have no doubt the 
officer went in obedience to order, is- 
sued by General Whitelocke. In the 
earlier part of the day, on my return to 
join him, a part of 'the 9th light dra- 
goons, dismounted, were formed imme- 
diately in the rear of the artillery, placed 
jn position ; these dragoons were subse- 
quently moved to the left. His Excel- 
lency occasionally ordered the dragoons 
who were about his person, to pursue 
some fugitive horsemen who were escap- 
ing from Buenos Ayres. 

Q. What was the cause of that change 
of position in the dragoons? 

A. These dragoons were formed about 
^0 paces in the rear of the artillery, with 
a view, as I understood, to protect it. 
It occurred to me that they were not ad- 
vantageously stationed for that purpose, 
and on my observing this to his Excel- 
lency, I received his directions to de- 
sire the officer who managed the dra- 
goons, to get in a line with the pieces of 
artillery. 

Q. Was there at any time, in any 
part of that day, an alarm of an atlact 
on any part of the reserve t 

A. I do not recollect any particular 
alarm in the course of \hat day. I 
thought it probable that the great fugi- 
tive population of the town would fall 
back, on the centre being attacked in all 
points, but I do not recollect any par- 
ticular alarm: nothing more than" some 
scattered firing, as might be expected. 

Q Having Stated that \o\\ heard no 
alarm of an attack, is the* Court to un- 
derstand that there was no such alarm as 



to induce General Whitelocke to give 
any orders on the subject ? 

A. Speaking of the reserve, stationed 
at the Coral, there certainly was not 
any alarm, except as I have before stat- 
ed. The troops that advanced, strictly 
speaking, were not in the attack, they 
were merely to take a position. 

Q. Was there, or was there not such 
an alarm as to lead you to give an opi- 
nion to General Whitelocke on the 
subject? 

A. There was no alarm ; but it seemed 
to me probable there might be, and I 
frequently expressed my opinion that 
the great mass of the fugitives would en- 
deavour to escape from Buenos Ayres 
by the centre ; that the guns placed in 
position, would in that case be instantly 
called into action, and I, therefore, re? 
peatedly requested his Excellency to 
remove from the point of the batteries, 
that the front of them might be open. 

Q. Is that the only advice and opinion 
you gave on the subject ? 

A. It was the only advice or opinion 
I gave on that particular subject. 

Q. State any other orders which you 
can recollect General Whitelocke" to 
have given in the course of that day ? 

A. 1 think, towards the beginning of 
the afternoon, Lieutenant Colonel Brad- 
ford was sent with some orders to the 
centre^ the purport of them I do not 
know. 

Q. You have stated that General 
Whitelocke remained in the same posi* 
tion the whole day : I have repeatedly 
asked you how he employed himself 
during "the whole of that remarkable 
day ? 

A. With the exception of these par- 
ticular orders, J have stated his Excel- 
lency was walking backwards and for- 
wards, occasional!)* issuing his orders, 
and anxiously waiting the result of the 
assault. 

Q. At what time did you leave the 
Coral and accompany General White; 
locke to head quarters? 

A. I left the Coral about half past four 
o'clock, and accompanied the General 
to White's house. 

Q. How far is White's house from 
the Coral de Miscrare ? 

A. From the immediate spot where 
we had been standing, about GOO yards. 
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Q. Ts White's house so placed as to 
command a more distinct view of the 
town than the Coral ? 

A. 1 should imagine the ground on 
which White's house* stand*, much alx)ut 
the same level ; vou may see from it 
the tops of the high buildings, but not 
the streets. 

Q. At the lime you left the Cor.il 
with General Whitelocke, had any, and 
what information been received by him, 
whether the light brigade under General 
Craufurd, and (he 45th regiment under 
J jcutenant Guard had been defeated, or 
cut oil, or succeeded ill their respective 
objects ? 

A. No information was received, or 
had been received in the course oti that 
.day. The first information received was 
on the morning of the following day. 

Q. After ) ou arrived at White's home, 
did you remain with General \\ hitc- 
locke ? 

A. 1 remained with him, almost w ith- 
otit any exception, until his arrival at 
the Plaza del Toros on the following &jv 
at 1 o'clock. 

Q. State what passed after you ar- 
rived at White's house, the orders you 
heard him give, how he was employed 
when' you separated for the night, and 
all that passed during that time. 

A. On our arrival at White's house, 
some orders were given for the more 
than usual protection and safety of the 
house. 

Q. State what these orders were. 

A. They were, I think, that some of 
the stalf, should, with some men, be 
stationed in the court yard, and on the 
ilat roof during the night. There were 
no other orders that I can recollect. I 
do not remember what time 1 parted 
from liim, but 1 lay down to sleep, and 
did sleep in an adjoining room. Some 
conversation passed which related to tin; 
right flank being open, and 1 understood 
that on the follow ing morning a commu- 
nication should accordingly be opened. 

Q. Can vou tell from anv comniuni- 
cation that you had with General White- 
locke, why no attempt had been inadu 
to open that communication during the 
day of the 5th ? 

A. I cannot tell from any conversa- 
tion I held with General Whitelocke on 
tUat day, why a communication was not 
opened. 



Q. Was there any reason assigned, in 
the course of conversation, why that 
communication could he more readily 
opened in the morning of the Gth, than 
of the 5th ? 

A. There was no reason given — I da 
not imagine there was a reason. 

Q. Having stated that you heard ( Ge- 
neral Whitelocke give no other order* 
than sueh as related to the safety of the 
house, and a conversation respecting the 
opening of a communication with I lie 
right Hunk on the tith, is this all you can 
remember «f the manner iu which Gc* 
neral Whitelocke was employed during 
the 3 or 4 hours which you state passed 
between his arrival at \V* hit e's hou&c and 
your separating for the night? 

A. Some conversation might have 
taken place as to the evcntN or success of 
the morning, but as the communication 
with the right llank was mostly talked of, 
it made the greatest impression on my 
mind; these are all the circumstances 
within my recollection. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 



TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 3. 

The Court being met, pursuant to ad- 
journment, Captain Frazer was again 
called, and further examined. 

Q. State what passed during the 
night and the following morning, until 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke went to 
the Plaza del Toros. 

A. 1 think once or twice during the 
night General Whitelocke came into the 
room where 1 was, but I do not recol- 
lect his speaking of any thing particular 
until day-break on the morning of the 
6th. At that time 1 proceeded to the 
park of artillery at the Coral de Mise- 
rere, and was there some time occupied 
in making the necessary arrangements. 
1 think his Excellency came there soon 
afterwards, and, dismounting, walked 
backwards and forwards over the same 
spot that he had done the preceding day. 
1 understood that an officer and party had 
gone to opeii a communication with the 
right Hank, and some conversation took 
place with respect \o U»e events of the 
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preceding day. I think too that then 38 pounders, which were immediately 

General Whitelocke intimated his inten- serviceable. Exclusive of such guns at 

turn of going to the Plaza delToros. His had been captured at the Retiro, there 

Excellency desired me to have the six- were besides at the Coral de Miserare 

pounder and park of artillery ready to three pieces which were immediately ser- 

accompany him to the Plaza del Toros. viceable. Of ordnance spiked, which 

J think, but am not sure, that this con- might have been rendered serviceable, 

versation took place before the arrival there were 10. There were, moreover, 

of an orderly Serjeant from the Plaza del of ordnance embarked from Monte Yi- 

Toros, and who was the bearer of a com- deo, and which I presume might have 

munication from General Liniers, which been landed in a few hours, 12 pieces of 

I understood had been sent to General ordnance, making a total of 56 pieces of 

Whitelocke at the Plaza del Toros, and ordnance from 36 to 8 pounders, which 

was forwarded from thence by order of last 1 consider the lowest calibre eligible 

Sir Samuel Auchmuty. General White- for the purposes then required. It may 

locke, on opening tliis letter, shewed it be explanatory to remark, that liaving 

to me, and requested 1 would translate it examined the Spanish arsenal, I reported 

for him. Upon looking over it, and to General Whitelocke that 1 possessed 

partly comprehending it, I replied to his every means for the erection and service 

Excellency that I was not sufficiently ac- of sucli batteries as might be formed of 

attainted with the Spanish language, the above, and which were proper for 

General Whitelocke then shewed it to the purpose. No exact account of the 

Captain Squires of the engineers, who ordnance ammunition was then taken ; 

did read and explain it to the General, but afterwards, in the afternoon, such ac- 

There was no other person about the Ge- count was taken ; and 1 did then, and do 

neral at that instant, Major-general now, confidently believe there were not 

Gower being about thirty yards distant, less than 600 barrels of powder, contain- 

and nearer than any other officer. Ge- ing 90 pounds each barrel, 

neral Whitelocke shewed the letter to Q. Who was it made that report to 

General Gower, and I retired to flbme you ? 

distance, as I did not wish to appear to A. The report of the calibre of the 

hear the conversation that passed between guns that were spiked and not spiked was 

the two generals. I think an answer was made to me by a corporal. I subse- 

* written to this communication from Ge- quently examined them myself, and 

neral Liniers. General Whifelocke tound his report to be correct, 

again intimated his intention of going to Q. What was your opinion, as an artil- 

the Plaza del Toros ; and after some de- lery officer, of the facility which the pos- 

lay the column, consisting of the 9th dra- session of the Plazadel Toros, afforded to* 

goons, some mounted dragoons of the wards the establishment of batteries, and 

J 7th, some few infantry men, of what other military operations against the 

corps I do not recollect, marched from town ? 

the Coral de Miserare, at about 12 A. I did conceive and express my opt- 
o'clock, and arrived at the Plaza del To- nion that the possession of the Plaza del 
ros, I think, about one, but the hour I Toros afforded every facility for the 
am not quite certain of. establishment o* batteries against the 

Q. Did you examine the gun* at the town, the most eligible situation for 

"Plaza del Toros; and if you did, state erecting them being marked out by Cap- 

the number of guns fit for service, or that tain Squires and myself, 

might have been made so. Q. Were you at any time ? and when, 

A. immediately on my arrival at the consulted by General Whitelocke on 

fla/a del Toros, 1 went to reconnoitre that subject"? * 

and examine what situations were suit< d A. Immediately after our arrival at 

to the erection of batteries against the the Plaza del '] oros, at one o'clock in 

rit\ of Huenos Ay res. I did not myself the afternoon of the 6th ; and after go- 

examine the guns, but they were ex- ing down to reconnoitre towards the 

ainined and reported to me. There banks of the Plata, from whence the 

were i 1 pieces ot ordnance from 36 to fort was clearly and distinctly di^cerjr- 
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rble ; and after going from thence to Q. What was your opinion, as air 

tlie amphitheatre of the Plaza del To- officer of engineers, of the facility which 

ros, from the toy of which I was spe- the possession of the Plaza del Toros af- 

cially ordered to come to General forded towards the establishment of bat- 

Whitelocke, then at the Iletiro. lie teries, and other military operations 

asked me in a general manner as to the against Buenos Ay res ? 

power we possessed of erecting batteries A. I did think it a very favourable 

against the citadel. I replied that I position for the establishment of batte. 

would run to the arsenal (a distance of ries; and we possessed ample means, in 

about 300 yards), and after seeing the consequence of the capture of the ar- 

rcsources in ammunition and stores, senal of the enemy, for establishing these 

would give his Excellency a decided an- batteries. 

swer. I did so, and did give to his Ex- Q. Would it, or would it not, in youe 

eellency the following answer : " There judgment, have been practicable, with 

is an abundance ot ammunition and the means you had, to cannonade and 

stores, and I will pledge myself to your bombard the town with effect from the 

Excellency that between 20 ana 30 Plaza del To ros? 

pieces of artillery shall play upon the A. J do think that batteries would have 

town to-morrow morning." Some ob- been effectual. 

tactions were started, that some of the 
eaviest guns were spiked; to which I Lieutenant-colonelTorrcns again calhd, 
replied, that I would be responsible that and further examined, 
they should be unspiked. It was ob- 
served that the city would be set on fire. Q. Were you with General White" 
by them: I answered, that the experi- lovke on the 5th of July ? 
meut might be made; and that at all •A.* Part of the day. I was repeatedly 
events the enemy must be dislodged by absent from him in the course of the 
it from that quarter of the city. day. 

Q. What quarter of the city did you <$. State what orders you received 

mean? from General Whitelocke that day gene- 

A. That quarter which would be im> rally, as far as your memory can serve ; 

mediately exposed to the lire from the not only as to the orders with regard to 

Plaza del Toros. yourself, but those orders you received 

Q. State, as accurately as you can, to communicate to others, 

the distance between the Plaza del A. It having been reported, about 

Toros and the fort? nine o'clock that morning, that a body 

A. In a straight line about 1650 yards, of the enemy's cavalry had formed in 

Q. Would it, or would it not, be prac- our rear, Captain" Whittingli3m and I 
ticable to destroy any of the traverses went to reconnoitre them witn 1 6 mount- 
between the line of fire of the Plaza del ed dragoons of the 1 7th, and about 30 
Tordsand the fort? dismounted of the 9th. When I pro- 

A. With a view to the destruction ceeded a little way i found this force was 

o f the fort, it might have been practi- more considerable than I had at first 

cable to erect batteries on the low imagined; and I sent Captain Blake; 

ground on the beach of the Plata against assistant Quarter-master-general, to re- 

thc fort ; but the fort was a contemptible port that 1 thought it my duty to attack 

work, which, if battered in breach must them. We were absent on this duty 

have fallen in a few hours. about three hours ; and having dispersed 

this body, which consisted of about 300 

Captain Squirts again called, and fur- horse, we returned to the Coral. Ge. 

ther examined. .neral Whitelocke, about three o'clock, 

desired I would write to Lieutenant-co- 

Q. Did you proceed from the Coral lonel Witheriu^ton, who commanded the 

de Miserare to the Plaza del Toros with centre, expressing his surprise that the 

Lieutenant- general Whitelocke #u the men were plundering the abandoned, 

Gth > houses, and ordering him to ime every 

A. I did, ^xertioo to preveat such irregularities 
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The General then desired I would 
write to Brigadier Sir Samuel Auchmu- 
ty, ordering him to retain his position, 
and remain on the defensive till he him- 
self should arrive the next morning. 
Captain Whittingham and 1, with some 
other officers of the stuff, had been walk- 
ing on the Coral a little after two o'clock, 
when General Whitelocke came up, and 
said he did not like to order any per- 
son, but he would feel himself obliged to 
any officer who would go to the left, and 
bring information of Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty's situation. Captain Whittingham 
immediately oflered his services, and was 
desired to select what he thought a suf- 
ficient escort. He took 10 or 12 dra- 
goons, and about 30 or 40 infantry. I 
cannot speak with any precision of the 
number; and with these I understood he 
proceeded to the Recutita, as a marked 
point, and then felt his way to the Plaza 
del Toros, where he found Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty. He met several armed 
people in his way, who repeatedly fired 
at him ; but having cleared the hedges 
with his infantry, he found no difficulty in 
his further progress. He thought it so 
essential to bring a report to the Com- 
mander of the forces without loss of 
time, that he left the infantry at the 
Plaza del Toros, and gallopped back 
with the dragoons. He reported Sir Sa- 
muel Auchmuty's success, in his having 
taken 30 pieces of cannon and 600 pri- 
soners, with the arsenal full of stores and 
ammunition, and having opened a com- 
munication with Captain Thompson of 
the navv, who commanded the gun- 
boats. The Brigadier-general recom- 
mended that the Commander in Chief 
should move head-quarters to the Plaza 
del Toros that night. To the best of 
my recollection this was the whole of 
Captain Whittingham's report. 

Q. Did Captain Whittingham state 
to General Whitelocke how long he had 
taken in going and returning from the 
Plaza del Toros, and at what hour did he 
make this report ? 

A. lie made his report about a quar- 
ter before four o'clock. I was uot pre* 
sent, nor did 1 hear him report the trans- 
action. He was ordered to go about 
two o'clock. 1 should have stated that 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty had expressed a 
great want of artillery-men, and a de- 



tachment of about 30 were sent to him 
half au hour after Captain Whittingham 
made his report. No other orders were 
given that I know of. 

Q. When Captain Whittingham hid 
made his report, did General Whitelocke 
give any, and what, reason for not com- 
plying with the wisii of Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty to repair himself to the Plaza del 
Toros that evening ? 

A. I understood General Whitelocke 
would not quit the centre till he should 
receive a report from the right flank, 
particularly from Brigadier-general 
Craufurd. 

Q. With the exception of this order 
given to Captain Whittingham about two 
o'clock on that day, do you know of any 
other attempt made by the General per- 
sonally, or otherwise, to co-operate with 
and support the columns of the army } 

A. When I returned from the pursuit 
of the cavalry which I have related, I 
heard that the carbineers and the 9th 
light dragoons had been pushed upon 
one of the centre streets, and had been 
repulsed with loss. About half-past one 
o'clock Brigade-major Costly was sent 
with a few dragoons to feel his way to- 
wards his right, but returned in a few mi- 
nutes, and reported it impracticable. I 
am not acquainted with any other at- 
tempt at co-operation. 

Q. Do you know the amount of the 
force composing the reserve on that day? 
By reserve I mean that part of the army 
which did not form any of the columns 
engaged in the attack, 'or the corps un- 
der Colonel Mahon. 

A. There were about 1050, or 1100 
men of the troops you allude to; but 
I include in that number near 100 men ' 
attached to the Commissary, and about 
180 left by the different regiments in 
charge of the knapsacks. 

Q. Did you 'quit the Coral with Ge- 
neral Whitelocke on the evening of the 
5th? 

A. When it became nearly dark I 
quitted the Coral with General White* 
Jocke and the rest of the staff. 

Q. When you stated that you did not 
hear General Whitelocke give any other 
orders, did you mean to include wliat 
passed at Mr. White's house ? 

A. No. I hear4 General Whitc- 
iooke y some tiaae afte$ our arrival at Mr. 
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White's houses give orders to his Aide- 
de-Camps to keep watch at tfie top of 
the house, and relieve each other every 
hour or every two hours. That was the 
only order I heard him give that night. 
The Lieutenant-general might have 

S"ven many orders without my know- 
dge. I was frequently absent. 

Q. Do, or do you not know of any 
reasons which prevented Lieutenant- 
gen. Whitetocke from giving any support 
or co-operation to the different engaging 
columns of his army personally or other- 
wise during the 5th ? 

A. Not having any conversation di- 
rectly or indirectly on the subject of at- 
tack on that day, I am not acquainted 
with any of the motives by which he 
might have been actuated. I had un- 
derstood that the Lieutenant-general 
waited for the reports from the different 
columns before he decided on any, and 
what, co-operation. 



Q. Was any other artillery office*, 
except Captain Frazer, to your know- 
ledge, at the Coral when the artillery- 
men were sent to Sir Samuel Aucn- 
muty ? 

A. No other artillery officer was at 
the Coral at that time. 

Q. About what hour was that re- 
port made by Captain Foster ? 

A. I did not attend to Captain Fos- 
ter's report, but I saw the colours my 
self about half-past one o'clock. 

Q. Had not all communication been 
cut off between the reserve and the at- 
tacking columns before that report was 
made ? And could any communication 
have been opened without an armed force 
from the reserve ? 

A. I believed all communication to 
have been cut off before that report wa4 
made ; and I do not believe it could 
have been kept up without an armed 
force. 



Cross-examined by General Hliitelocke. Re-examined by the Judge-Advocate* 



Q. Do you remember it being re- 
ported to me that three of our colours 
were flying in different parts of the 
town ; and that our men were seen on 
the top of the building, where the cen- 
tral colours were flying ?. 

A. I do remember the report being 
made by Captain Foster, and 1 remem- 
ber to have seen the colours myself from 
an advanced situation. 

Q. Do you remember me receiving 
information in the course of the 5th, and 
at what time, of the colours of the fort 
laving been struck > 

A. About one o'clock some one re- 
fated that the Spanish colours at the 
■ wrt had struck ; but I went forward my- 
self, and perceived with my glass that 
tbey were only hanging about the flag- 
staff, the day being remarkably calm. 

Q. Had you any reason to suppose, 
from any thing you heard, or any thing 
that passed on the 5th, that any" of the 
general officers, or officers commanding 
brigades, had any doubt of the success 
of the attack, or any apprehension of its 
Ailure? 

A. I did not hear, either previous to, 
or during the attack, any apprehensions 
expressed as to its failure, at least by any 
of the officers about us. 



Q. You have stated that no appre- 
hensions were entettained of the success 
of the plan: were the general officers 
consulted on it ? 

A. I was never present at any consul* 
tation of the general officers respecting 
the plan, with the exception of General 
Gower, whom I have heard speak to the 
General on the subject of the plan. 

Q. You have stated that no appre- 
hensions were expressed by any of the 
officers during the attack. Had not 
Captain Whittmgham reported the total 
failure of the attack made by Brigadier- 
general Lumley's brigade ? 

A. Captain . Whittingham reported 
that General Lumby's brigade had fallen 
back on theToros, with the exception of 
the 88th, which had been made pri- 
soners. 

Examined by the Court* 

Q. Did you write or send any order 
to Colonel Mahon by General White- 
locke's directions on the 5th of July ? 

A. None whatever. 

Q. Was any intelligence received of 

or from Colonel Mahon previous to or 

during the attack, as to where he was 

witfi the column under his command ; or 

X 
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was it known where he was during the across the Chuelo was in possession of 
5th of July ? the enemy, but should suppose he could 

A, No information was received from not have remained there, as his retreat 
Colonel Mahon during the 5th ; but it could be cut oft* from the town, 
was presumed that he was posted to the Q. Could, it be ascertained whether 
eastward of the bridge, in conformity to the colours you alluded to were flying 
the orders he had received the pre- from the convent of St. Domingo or the 
ceding evening. Residencia? 

Q. In the course of the 5th of July A. The colours I saw were certainly 
was it proposed, to the General, or did Supposed to be at the Residencia, as they 
the General propose to put himself at were close down on the river, 
the head of the reserve to force a pas- 
sage, and penetrate to the support of the Lieutenant-colonel Mahon again called, 
several corpsj who by his orders had ad- and further examined* 

tranced to the attack of the town ? 

A. I never heard, in the course of Q. Where did you receive the order 
that day, of any such proposition being dated the 4th of July ? 
made to or by General Whitelocke. . A. At Reduction. 

Q. Did the General himself ever go Q. State what you did in consequence 
forward to observe, in consequence of of that order. 

auy reports you stated to have been A. T marched as speedily as 1 could, 
made to him (luring the 5th ? and reaching the bridge over the Chuelo, 

A. He* did not go forward to observe and rinding it standing, I took a position 
in consequence of such reports at any there about dusk on the 5th, leaving the 
period while I was at head-quarters. rear guard on the opposite side of the 

Q. Was the impression on the mind river from Buenos Ay res, and under the 
o( the General and of the officers about coniand of Major Gwyn, of the 45th. 
hjim, 6n the evening of the 5th, when . Q. At what hour did you march from 
you retired, to White's house, that the Reduction ? 
attack of the army had been successful? A. About 1 1 o'clock. 

A. General AVhitelocke expressed Q. Did you meet with . any, and 
jg-eat anxiety about the right The im> what, obstacles from the enemy, on your 
ptessibu of complete success was not, I march from Reduction to the bridge ? 
believe, on tie mind of any one person A. None whatever, 
present, as we had heard of tne capture of Q. After this order, which you ra- 
the 88th ; but great hopes were enter- ceived at 20 minutes after 10 o'clock on, 
tajned of a favourable position having the morning of the 5th, did you receive 
keen taken up on the left tlank of the any, and what, orders from General 
enemy, from our having seen the colours Wlritelocke in the course of that day \ . 
flying on our right. A. None. 

Q. Do you know if any attempt had Q. Thafcorder stated that you were to 
been made to ascertain whether Colonel take post at some distance from the 
Mahon had received the order of the bridge. What reason led you to proceed 
4th, or to know wlrither he had arrived beyond it ? 

at the place where he was ordered ? A. On arriving at, as I conceived, a 

A. I do not know of any such attempt safe distance from the river and the 
Raving been made on that day. Brigade- bridge, I sent forward Brigade-major 
major Costley received orders at one Stewart ; and finding the bridge standing 
time that day to proceed to the righj, and undefended, I judged it was proper 
but I am not acquainted with the precise* to advance across with the column* leaf- 
orders he received. . . v ing the rear guard on the other side. 

Q. Do you, or do you not, know Q. Had you any reason, in the course 
whether the bridge across the Chuelo of the 5th, on your march towards' the 
waj5 in possession of the enemy during bridge, to know that the British forces 
the time the head- quarters of the army were attacking the town of Buenos 
were at White's house ? Ay res ? 

A I did aot know that the bridge A. Yes. I heard the firing commence 



, TklAL 0* LIEUTENANT-GSNEHAX WtriTELOCKt. 13J 

about half past six o'clock in the morn- A. I suppose about one mile' and a 
ing. I could hear distinctly, as the wind half; not more. 

blew fairly from thence to me. Q. Had you known the situation of 

Q. \\ ere the troops under your com- the 45th, could you have co-operated 
mand, in which you include the seamen, with them on the nicht of the 5th ? 
amounting to 1S00, in a situation to co- A. I think I could, 
operate in the attack, had you received 

orders to do so ? _ . „ . m 

A. They were, with the exception of °fl*«* Foster nyor » and ****"*** 
a few invalids. 

Q. In what situation did the corps un- Q- Were you aide-de-camp to Lieu* 
der your command pass the night of the tenant-general Whitelocke on the expfc- 
5th r dition against Buenos Ayres > 

A. That part not on duty, as pickets A. I was. 
or other guards, were in cantonments Q- Were you with General White- 
in very large good houses, in the vil- locke on the 5th of July ? 
lage of Barracca, with the exception of A. I was, except during the time I 
the rear guard. was in execution of his orders. 

Q. What distance was Barracca from Q- State what orders you received 
the Coral de Miserare? from General Whitelocke that day; 

A. I cannot state the distance cor- what you did in consequence of these 
*ectly in a straight line. We were ordered orders, and how long you were in the 
to approach it circuitously. The village employment absent from Gen. White- 
pf Barracca is close to the bridge. locke in execution of his orders. 

Q. What orders did you receive from A. The first order I recieved front 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke on the, General Whitelocke was on the morning 
6th, and what did you in consequence of of the 5th. There was some firing on 
these orders ? the left, and I was directed by the Ge- 

A. About 1 1 o'clock, on the 6th, Cap- neral to see what it was. I went to the 
tain Whittingham arrived w ith a com- left and found it was our own sentinels 
pany of the 88th, and brought me orders firing at individuals of the enemy making 
to march to a house which had been their escape out of the town. A non- 
head quarters at the Miserare. Captain commissioned officer reported to me 
Whittingham left a Spanish prisoner to that the enemy were collecting in some 
shew me a circuitous way to Mr. White's force further to our left and rather in 
house, without approaching too close to our rear. I proceeded to reconnoitre 
the town. their position, and found them to be 

Q. How long did you remain there ; about two hundred cavalry, but not 
and when did you march to the Plaza formed in any regular order: they were 
del Toros ? at this time about a quarter of a mile 

A. I marched to the Miserare, nrhich distant. I returned to General Whiie- 
I did not reach till sun-set on the 6th ; I locke and reported this circumstance. I 
remained there on the 7th, . and at one was soon after ordered by Gen. White- 
o'clock on the 8th I marched to the locke to go into the town of Buenos 
Plaza del Toros according to orders; I Ayres, and endeavor to ascertain the 
did not arrive there till sun-set. positions of the attacking columns. This 

Q. Were the troops under your com* was rather before 10 o'clock I think. 1 
mand, consisting of 1600 men and 200 went to the centre of the town, and dir 
sailors with the artillery, ever engaged rected myself where I heard firing. I 
with the enemy during the expedition advanced about a mile when I met a 
against Buenos A) res ? detachment of the 6th dragoon guards 

A. The body of the column was not; and part of the 9th light dragoons, re- 
tbe flankers and rear guard had some tiring down one of the central streets 
skirmishing in the course of the march, in some confusion, I spoke to some ofti- 
Q. What distance was your post of cers, particularly Captain Davenport of 
Barraccas from the Residencia ? ~ the 6th dragoon guards, and learned 
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from him that that corps had been one 
of the first to attack and had failed. 

Q. Did you report to General White- 
locke the situation of the 6th dragoon 
guards and the 9th light dragoons ? 

A. I did some time afterwards. 1 
previously pointed out to the officers a 
place which 1 conceived a defensible si- 
tuation, which they immediately placed 
their men in. having a square in front 
which the enemy must pass to attack 
them. The enemy were at the other 
end of it, firing occasionally grape and 
Tound shot, but very ineffectually. I 
then reconnoitred from the tops of those 
houses which were in the most com- 
manding situations, and observed the Bri- 
tish colours flying about a mile distant 
pn the left. I also saw the King's colours 
of some regiment flying on a large buil- 
ding at my right, something more than 
a mile distant, with an intermediate po- 
sition which I took to be a church, from 
which I could plainly distinguish the ri- 
fle corps with two or three light infantry 
men. There was some very heavy 
firing of musketry between the east por 
sition and the place from which I recon- 
noitred. 1 did not observe any troops 
whatever. Having made these observa- 
tions I returned to General Whitelocke 
and reported these circumstances. This 
was about 1 1 o'clock. I was soon after- 
wards ordered a second time into the 
town by General Whitelocke, to observe 
whether the positions were changed, and 
the practicability of communicating with 
them. I returned to the position I had 
left the 6th dragoon guards and 9th light 
dragoons in, and found them as before 
stated. I then endeavored to penetrate 

5o the right, and likewise to the left, by 
eeling my way with a few men ; I found 
it impracticable to communicate with any 
of our troops on either side, owing to the 
intermediate positions of the enemy. * I 
returned therefore to General White- 
locke and made my report accordingly. 
I was several times dunng the day, and 
imtil dark at night, ordered to report 
any circumstance that might arise with- 
in my observation, bat nothing particu- 



lar did occur, and I rejoined the Ge- 
neral, after dark, at a house established 
as head quarters, called White's house, 
from the top of which I was desired to 
look out, which I did for two or three 
hours. 

Q. In the report which you. made to 
General Whitelocke at half past eleven 
o'clock, did you describe the situation 
of the house from which you made your 
observations ? 

A. I did ; and communicated to the 
General that it was the position in which 
I had left the 6th and 9th dragoons. 

Q. State as accurately as you can the 
distance of that house from the Coral. 

A. As far as I can judge, within a 
mile ; I may not be exactly correct. 

Q. Did or did not Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Whitelocke make any attempt then, 
or at any other time during the course 
of the 5th, personally to ascertain the 
position of the attacking columns? 

A. During the times I was with Ge- 
neral Whitelocke he certainly did not. 

Q. Have you any reason to know 
why the Lieutenant-general did • not 
make such an attempt r 

A. I have not. 

Q. With the exception of the orders 
which you received, and the orders given 
to Captain Whittingham about 2 o'clock 
to proceed to the rlaza del Toros, do 
you know of apy attempts made by 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke during 
that day to communicate with the at- 
tacking columns ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Had you or had yeu not any rea- 
son to think, from the observation you 
made, that a communication might have 
been opened with one or other of the at* 
tacking columns if a proper force had 
been sent f6r that purpose ? 

A. I had no opportunity of knowing 
accurately the force the enemy had in 
the intermediate streets and tops of 
houses but from the number which in- 
stantly kept firing whenever a soldier 
shewed his head. I made the attempt 
myself and found it impracticable. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

FRIPAY MARCH 4. 

The Court being met according to ad' 
Journment, Captain Foster ivas again 
called and further examined. 

Q. What escort had you when you 
penetrated into the town in pursuance of 
orders ?/ 

A. When I attempted to go to the 
right or to the lett, I had no more than 
six men with me at any time. 

Q. Can )rou judge from your failure 
of success in attempting to penetrate 
with an escort of six men, whether you 
might not have succeeded if you had 
bad five or six hundred ? 

A. I did not think it would have been 
practicable without a large force : it 
might have been done in the environs, 
but through the town I should have sup- 
posed it very difficult. 

Q. Have you any reason to know, 
that a communication might not have 
been opened with the right or left flank 
at any period of the 5th by a proper 
escort ? 

£. At the time I made my second re- 
port, I understood at head quarters that 
Major Costley had made the attempt 
and had failed altogether. 1 caunot 
fixate ^ie force he had with him. 

Q. Supposing Major Costley had only 
two or three dragoons with him, should 
ypu have considered that a proper es- 
cort for the purpose? 

A. I should have considered one dra- 
goon, or myself going singly, sufficient 
to have obeyed the order ; but, in my 
opinion, there must have been difficul- 
ties in either case. 

Q. You have stated that you yourself 
have made the attempt to reconnoitre 
with six men, and could not proceed. 

5f Major Costley went with two or three 
iragoons would you have thought tha£ 
a proper escort with a view to open a 
communication with any of the attack- 
ing columns r 

A. If it is thought necessary I shall 
explain. The situations were very 
different. Major Costley was at head 
quarters in the environs of the town. I 
wag a inHe in the \pwn, consequently the 



difficulty was greater. The enemy were 
skulking in the hedges and in aH direc- 
tions. He could have communicated by 
skirting the town; I was obliged to go 
through the town, but in either case I 
should have considered a few uVagoous 
insufficient. 

Cross-examined by General IFhitehcke. 

Q. How long have you been in the 
service ? 

A. Four and twenty years. 

Q. Were you not lieutenant-colonel 
of the twenty -fourth when in Egypt ? 

A. I was, 

Q. And did you not also serve in the 
active campaign in the We>t Indies. 

A. I served nearly seven years in the 
West Indies, both during the war and 
otherwise, in the command of a light 
company. 

Q. \\ hat was the object of advancing 
the ninth light dragoons aud carbineers 
into the town ? 

A. The ninth light dragoons and car- 
bineers had been stationed as a reserve. 
I should suppose the object of advanc- 
ing them was to take up a central posi- 
tion. General Whitelockedid not com- 
municate his idea to me, nor did I know 
they were advanced until I met them 
returning through the town. 

Q. Did I never mention my idea to 
you since? 

A. You may in conversation since, 
but never at that time. 

Q. After the failure of the ninth light 
dragoons and carbineers, do you think 
that any force I had in reserve! with re- 
ference to the ca*e of the artillery and 
the prisoners could have made their way 
through the centre of the town, and 
joined General Craufurd ? 

A. It did not require going through 
the centre of the town. General CraV 
furd's position was somewhat to the right; 
the sixth and ninth dragoons were per- 
fectly efficient in the situation where 
they were, though they had been before 
repulsed. I don't think they could have 
penetrated through the town, but under 
circumstances of great difficulty, to Ge- 
neral Craufurd's position. 

Q. Did you go into the town on the 
6th or 7th of July in execution of my 
orders ? 



15* 



TRIAL OF LIEUTENANT-GENERAL WHIT ELOCKE. 



A. I did, both on the fith and 7th. 
Q. What report did you make to mc 
of tin* observations you had made on the 
Mate ami disposition of. the inhabitants, 
and the controul General Liniers had 
vver thenj ? 

A. In the afternoon of the 7th, a Spa- 
nish officer came with a flag of truce to 
the Plaza del Toros about half past two 
o'clock, when I was in conversation with 
G.in ral Whitelocke, and brought a re- 
presentation from General Liniers tliat 
ih British force within the town had 
fire and actually shot two Spaniards, 
and complaining of this conduct as a 
* breach of the truce, which, if persisted 
in, he could not be anrwerable for the 
Jive* of the prisoners. I was ordered to 
•return with the Spanish officer, taking 
with me an escort and a flag of truce, 
with an assurance to general Liniers 
that the circumstance was unknown at 
head quarters, and must have arisen 
through some mistake. On arriving at 
the great square leading to the fort, I 
found it occupied by three or four thou- 
sand of the armed rabble, who in a most 
insulting way refused to acknowledge 
the flag, or allow me to pass. They at 
the same time insulted the escort and 
myself, by spitting at us and firing over 
our heads as it were to intimidate us. 
We were in this manner detained nearly- 
half an hour, when two Spanish officers 
mounted, with some dragoons, came and 
conducted me to the barrier of the fort, 
which on being opened the rabble forced 
their wav before me, and it was with 
some difficulty 1 was conducted to the 
room where General Liniers was. The 
avenues were c rouded by the rabble who 
were calling out for Signoru. Peck, 
meaning Colonel Pack. General Li- 
niers was at this time, talking with some 
of the rabble who had forced their way 
into the room, where there were a num- 
ber of British officers, and he at that mo- 
ment seized one of the most turbulent of 
the rabble by the neck and threatened 
Jiim. I delivered to General Liniers 
the orders I had received from General 
Whitelocke, which he apparently ex- 
plained to the mob who had broken into 
the room, and who seemed in some 
jnea-ure tranquilized by it. There 
\k<tv at that time two or three priests 
itawihijz about Colonel Pack's chair, I 



supposed for the .purpose of protecting 
him : the party had been dining and the 
cloth not yet removed. I asked for a 
Spanish escort, which had now become 
absolutely necessary with my own, and 
obtained it. On re-entering the court 
yard going into the great square, I found 
the violence of the mob apparently very 
much increased : they insulted us in the 
same manner, and I was detained more 
than an hour, during which I thought 
we should have fallen a sacrifice to their 
rage, and it was not without the greatest 
exertions of the Spanish escort, that we 
were allowed to go forward. It was dark 
before I reached head quarters, when I 
made this report nearly in the same 
words I have now repeated. 

Q. Was the treaty signed at that 
time ? 

A. The definitive treaty did not 
reach head quarters until after eight 
o'clock that night — it had not been 
signed at that time. 

Q. How long was it after you return- 
ed from Buenos Ayres to bead quarters, 
before the definitive treaty was signed ? 

A. I did not make my report until 
dark, and the definitive treaty was not 
then signed. 

Q. Was the definitive treaty signed 
that evening or not? 

A. I cannot speak to a certainty, but 
I believe it was. 

Q. Alter your return from the town, 
did aily Spanish officer come to head 
quarters that evening ? 

A. 1 don't know. Colonel Pack came, 
but I do not recollect anv other. 

Q. You have stated that in the af- 
ternoon of the 5th, you met the carbi- 
neers and the 9th light dragoons retiring. 
Do you know what proportion of the 
9th dragoons were engaged in that ser- 
vice ? 

A. I believe one squadron. After 
making my first report at head quarters, 
I found the whole of that regiment in that 
position. 

Examined by the Court. 
Q. Did you when you went into the 
town in the evening of the 5th observe if 
the British colours had been taken down 
from the Convent of St. Domingo; and 
if so, did you report that circumstance to 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke ? 
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A. I never saw any colours in the 
Convent of St. Domingo. The only 
colour* I saw were the King's colours of 
a regiment flying at the Residencia, and 
they continued Hying a* long as 1 could 
see that evening. 

Q. Your former answer was that you 
saw our men on the top of the centre 
buildings ? 

A. I did so. I saw rifle-men acting 
on the steeple. 

Q. Did you see then) in the evening ? 

A. I did not. A thick haze came 
©if the river which made it difficult to 
see? 

Q. Do you know if the tiring of cannon 
•n the dismounted dragoons was from 
the fort ? 

A. There was no firing of rannon on the 
dragoons when 1 was with them. The 
enemy had brought out a field piece, but 
the fire was very inert'ectual. 

Q. Are you of opinion or not, that 
Lieutenant-general Whitelccke had the 
means in his power to open a commu- 
nication with Brigadier-general Crau- 
furd in -the course of the 5th, if he had 
exerted himself for that purpose? You 
are not to apply your answer to any at- 
tempt that could be made through the 
town, but in any other way ? 

A. I am »ot aware that General 
Whitelocke knew the position of Gene- 
ral Craufurd. Without General White- 
lock e's whole force it would have been 
difficult, and though I think he might 
with his whole force have penetrated to 
the- position, it must have been attended 
with great difficulty and loss. Thi<, how- 
ever, is mere matter of opinion. 

Question by General IVhitdocke by^pcr- 
• mission of the Court. 

Q. When you reported the house 
from which you had a view qf the town, 
did Lieutenaut-gcneral Whitelocke ex- 
press any inclination to go to that place ? 

A. On my making my report to Ge- 
neral Whitelocke he did not express any 
inclination to go thither. My reconnois- 
ance was not con fin ec to one house only, 
but referred to many. 

Q. Bij the Jadqc Advocate. — Had 
you any means of knowing whether the 
enemy were in any force between head 
quarters and the Residencia on the -kins 
of the town ? 



A. I had no means of knowing what 
force the enemy had farther titan the 
straggling fire that was kept up during 
the whole of the morning. 

Q. How then can you tell that aco*. 
operation with Brigadier-general Crau-j 
furd would have been difficult by march- 
ing along the skirts of the town to the» 
liesidcuria? 

A. Some parts of the town must have, 
been passed through, and the enemy 
were prepared in all quarter*. 1 have 
already *di\ that it might have been done 
with difficulty : the enemy were so welt 
prepared in all points on the tops of 
houses, &c. to the right and left. 

Q. Did you or any of the aide-de- 
camps of Genera! Whitelorke leceivp 
any order to penetrate at all risquesto- 
the column under Brigadier- general 
Craufurd, or any of the other columns oa. 
* the right ? 

A. I know of no orders to that effect 

Captain Jfhtttingham jurther examined. 

The Judge Advocate intimated to the 
Court, that as the witness was prevented 
by indisposition from attending yester- 
day, he had cxamiu'd Colonel Torrens 
to the substance of the* report which was 
made by Capfain Whittingham in his 
presence ; but he had not been able to 
state the whole with accuracy. IJr 
therefore thought it would save tiie tiimr 
of the court by now reading over thai, 
part of Colonel Torrens's evidence; and 
should there be any omission, Captain 
Whittingham would have the opportu* 
nitv to amend and correct it. 

The minutes of the evidence by Co- 
lonel Torrens were then read. 

Captain lyidltin&ham. — 1 have j.-o- 
thing to add. We marched from the 
Coral at half past two oMock. 1 arrived 
at the Residencia at four o'clock, and re- 
turned directly. 

Q. Had you any and what conversa- 
tion with Lieutenant-general White- 
locke on your return, on the subject of 
his going" to the Plaza del Torros that 
evening? 

A. I communicated to him thai it was 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty's desire, that he 
would go to the 1 laza del Tot os, hut I 
had no further conversation with Lieu- 
tenaut-general Whitelocke on the sutn. 
ject. 
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Q. Did you give any opinion of your 
own to General Whitelocke as to its be- 
ing practicable or safe ? 

A. I did not. As 1 had returned with 
the dragoons alone, I thought there was 
no question about that. 

Q. State the orders you received to 
open a communication with the right 
Hank, and what you did in consequence 
of those order, the strength of the 
escort you took with you, the time it 
took to perform that service, and the 
dilliculties of any kind which you met 
with in the performance ? 

A. On the morning of the 6th, soon 
after day break, about half past six 
•'clock, I marched from Mr. White's 
house, with 10 dragoons and 50 infantry. 
My orders were to find out Colonel 
Mahon, and desire him to advance to 
the Miserare without loss of time. I 
was then to proceed to the Residencia, 
and afterwards to whatever position the 
army might occupy. I arrived at Colo- 
nel Mahon's out-posts, and was conduct- 
ed to his head quarters near the bridge, 
where I communicated to him General 
Whitdocke's orders; and leaving with 
him 30 infantry who had accompanied 
me, I received 100 of the 40th. About 
one o'clock I reached the Residencia, 
where I found seven companies of the 
47th, under the command of Majors 
Tolly and Nicholls, and I there learned, 
that on the morning of the 5th, an Eng- 
lish flag had been seen flying in a nor- 
therly direction about the distance of 
1800 yards ; that Colonel Guard had 
advanced in that direction, with the 
grenadiers of the 45th, and had not re- 
turned ; and that the flag had been 
struck between three and four o'clock 
the same day. While I was at the Re- 
sidencia, the enemy endeavoured to 
bring cannon against the Convent, but 
Major NichoMs charged them and took 
two howitzers. Majors Tolly and Ni- 
cholls having given it as their opinion* 
all ciin.instaiues considered, that it 
would be in vain for me to attempt to 
penetrate in search oi General Crau- 
tun], I at four o'clock began my retreat, 
and at half past six arrived at the Mise- 
rare, which 1 found occupied by Colonel 
M alien's brigade. I repeated to Colo- 
nel Mahon the strength of the Residen- 
cia, und the able manner in which that 



position had been occupied by Majors 
lolly and Nicholls ; the provisions they 
had found in the convent fend the ad- 
jacent houses ; the ease with which a 
communication could be opened with 
the navy ; the two guns and howitzers 
that had been taken ; the want they had 
expressed of an artillery officer ; the ad- 
vantage they would derive from his as- 
sistance, and also of a reinforcement. 
Colonel Mahon immediately replied, 
that next morning at day light, a rein- 
forcement of 300 men, and an artillery 
officer should be sent. 

Q. Did you or did you not offer to 
Majors Tolly and Nicholls at the Resi- 
dencia, the infantry you had brought , 
with you, and attempt your retreat with 
the 10 dragoons, the only remaining part 
of \our escort ? 

A. I did. 

Q. At the time you made this recon- 
noissance had all operations against the 
town by attacking the columns ceased? 

A. I cannot positively answer that 
question. I left the Miserare at day* 
light, and it was not possible for me to 
know. 

Q. Describe to the Court what ob- 
stacles you met with from the enemy or 
otherwise in performing this service ; and 
your line ot march both in going from 
and returning to the Residencia; the 
distance from Mr. White's house to the 
bridge ; from thence to the Residencia, 
and from the Residencia to head quar- 
ters. 

A. Generally the houses were occu* 
pied by armed men, and in the road 
were some loose parties of horsemen ; 
but no obstacles of any consequence op- 
posed us. I employed the infantry at 
tlaukers, and the dragoons were quite 
sufficient to clear the roads. From Mr. 
White's house to the bridge was betweet 
five and six miles; from the bridge to ' 
the Residencia rather more than two 
miles, and from the Residencia to Mr. 
White's house about four miles. 

Q. From the observations you made 
in performing this service, is it or is it 
not your opinion that a communication 
might have been opened. with the Resi- 
dencia from head quarters on the 5th ? 

A. I think it might have been open- 
ed ; because at the time I went the 
enemy's force was more disposable 
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than after the surrender of the light bri- cfa by a different rout from that you 
gade. • marched from the bridge ? 

Q. Did Lieutenant-general White* A. I did; night was coming on, and 
locke make any, and what attempt per- my party was much stronger ; therefore 
sonally or otherwise, to co-operate with I returned by a shorter road nearer to 
and support the different colums of his the town. < 

army engaged in the attack of the 5th Q. When General Whitelocke de- 
July, with the exception of the two or- sired you to make yourself acquainted 
ders to which your evidence has applied, with the bearings and distances of the 
A. I understood that Major Costley rout you were to take on the morning of 
had been ordered to the right. the 6th, did he himself communicate 

Q. Is that the only attempt that you any information on the subject? 
know of ? A. The person I sent for was examined 

A. It is. Captain Foster was sent before Lieutenant-general Whitelocke, 
down the centre ; but, except then, I and was perfectly acquainted with the 
know of ho other attempt after the re- country. 

treat of the 6th dragoon guards, and the Q. Did you know of any greater dif- 
9th light dragoons. ficulty in proceeding to the right flank, 

Q. If Major Costley had been sent to than you had met with in going to the 
the centre, with only two or three dra- left on the 5th ? , 

goons, should you have thought that a A. There were more mounted men 
proper escort to open any communica- on the right, but the opposition they of- 
tion with the attacking columns ? fered was not worth mentioning. 

A. I should think not: It was impos- 
sible for dragoons to act in that inclos- Lieutenant *colone I Bourke further cx- 
ed country, without having some infantry amined. 

to act as flankers. 

Q. Were you with Lieutenant-gene- 
Cross-examined by Lieutenant-general ral Whitelocke during the 5th of July. 
Whitelocke. . A. I was. 

Q. Will you state to the Court any 
Q. When did you receive orders to go military circumstances exhibited with 
to the right on the night of the 5th ? the charges connected against General ' 

A. I received my orders on the even- Whitelocke, which occurred from the 
ing of the 5th. Between twelve and one morning of the 5th, to the conclusion of 
o'clock at night General Whitelocke the treaty : including in that statement, 
came to me and desired I would make all the operations of the army, the means 
myself particularly master of the distan- used, and the personal exertions of the 
ces and bearings of the rout I was to take Commander-in-chief to co-operate with 
the next morning. He also desired I and support the different columns in the 
would send for an intelligent person who attack upon the town, the orders given 
was then in the house, and question him for that purpose, and the movements 
minutely on the subject. and station of the reserve or other divi- 

Q. What reason did Major Nicholls sions of the army, not immediately en- 
assign for not permitting you to leave gaged in the attack. 
your 100 men, after having expressed A. Soon after the signal guns had 
his wish for a reinforcement \ been fired, on the morning of the 5th v , I 

A. Major Nicholls (elt so much con- stated to the Commander of the forces, 
fidence in his position, that he was not that the different columns had all march- 
very anxious for a reinforcement, and ed off, and that the carbineers and 9th 
said it would be of more consequence to light dragoons, were stationed in two 
ensure my return to head quarters with streets allotted to them in general orders, 
my report. And I stated, that soon alter that, I per- 

ceived the gun-boats as I supposed, 
Examined by the Court. moving up to cover the 38th regiment. 

About ten o'clock in the day, I saw tho 
Q. Did you return froai the Reuden- carbineers and the 9th light dnjgaoas, 
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returning from the unsuccessful attempt 
they had made in the centre street ; they 
were halted about five hundred yards in 
front of the ground from which they had 
originally started, and I believe the 
whole number stationed at that place 
was about six hundred. There were 
about one hundred and fifty more of the 
9th light dragoons stationed at the Coral 
de Miserare, where the Commander of 
, the forces himself was. About half past 
two o'clock, 'I was present when the 
Commander of the forces sent Captain 
Whittingham to the left. I do not re- 
collect any other circumstances occurring 
on that day, which I could give in an- 
swer to this question. I think about one 
or two o'clock on the morning of the 
6th, the General desired me to write 
some orders, which he dictated, and 
which were given to Captain Whitting- 
ham, who was sent off at day-break on 
that morning. About ten o'clock the 
same day, the General moved to the 
Plaza del Toros, with a small escort of 
dismounted dragoons, and I think with 
two six-pouhders, and some few mount- 
ed cavalry. Nothing particular occurred 
upon this march. I understood from a 
conversation I had with the General be- 
fore the march, that his intention was to 
keep his left on the Plaza del Toros, and 
to draw close all his remaining forces to- 
wards that point. I do not remember 
any particular military occurrence at the 
Plaza del Toros, during the four days I 
remained there. I sailed for England on 
the 10th of July. I should perhaps have 
observed, that on the morning of the 8th 
I settled the line of demarkation of the 
advance posts of the two armies, with a 
staff officer sent out by the Spaniards for 
that purpose. 

Q. Do you know of any personal ex- 
ertions made by General Whitelocke, 
during the £th, or of any other attempts 
than those you have described, to co- 
operate with, and support the different 
columns of his army, who by his orders 
had entered the town on that day ? 

A. I do not know of any exertion 
made by General Whitelocke in his own 
person. I believe he sent General 
Gower's Brigade-major with a message 
to the right, and I perceived he sent 
Captain Foster frequently into the town 
of ouenos Ayres ; but I was not present 
when he gave their, orders to either. 



Q. Do you .know why Lieutenaiit* 
general Whitelocke usea no personal 
exertions or means, other than you have 
described for the purposes stated in the 
last question ? 
A. I do not. 

Q. If proper means had been adopted 
for uniting tne corps under Colonel Ma- 
hon to those at head-quarters, would it 
not have been in the power of General 
Whitelocke to have forced his way into 
the town, and joined the British forces ; 
or would it not have been in his power 
to have forced his way with these corps 
to the Residencia, on the morning of the 
6th ? And would not such exertion on 
his part have been the best means of ren- 
dering assistance to the attacking co- 
lumns, and to have restored the fortunes 
of the day. 

A. I believe if proper means had been 
adopted, there would have been no 
great difficulty in uniting the corps* under 
Colonel Mahon, with that near head- 
quarters on the 4th, or early in the 
morning of the 5th. What effect an at- 
tack from that corps might • have pro- 
duced, is more than I can presume to 
say, never having seen the defences of 
the enemy. I believe there would have 
been no difficulty on the morning of the 
6th, eveji with a much smaller force, to 
have communicated with the "Residencia. 

Q. Would not the bringing of Colonel . 
Mahon's corps into such a position as that 
it could have co-operated with one or 
other of the attacking columns, have af- 
forded a better chance of success to the 
attack ? 
A. Certainly it would. 
Q. Were you ever consulted upon the 
treaty ? 

A. I was shewn the first letter sent by 
General Liniers on the morning of the 
6th of July : the Commander of the 
forces asked my opinion of it in presence 
of GeneraL Gower, and I told him I 
thought he ought to refuse the summonf, 
and repeated to him the situation of tlie 
remainder of the force to the leit. Ge- 
neral Gower observed that he was of 
the same opinion, and that an answer to 
that effect was going to be sent off: 
which answer, with some few trifling al- 
terations, was sent. I was no further 
consulted by General Whitelocke <jn the 
subject of tie treaty. 
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Q. Did you give any opinion to Ge- 
neral Whitelocke upon that subject ? 

A. Nothing further than that I have 
stated, unlil subsequently on his return 
to Monte- Video. 

Cross-examined by General Whitelocke, 



ground in the environs of Buenos Ayres, 
could you have so occupied the ground 
even with the whole force, as to cut off 
supplies from the town before the 5th of 
July ? 

A. I should conceive from the great 

extent which it would be necessary to 

guard, probably not less than five miles ; 

Q. Were there not mounted troops of from there being at least thirty roads 



the enemy on our flank and rear during 
the whole of the 5th of July ? 
» A. There were, in considerable num- 
bers. 

Q. What force had I at the Coral 
with the artillery on the 5th, for the pro- 
tection of the guns and the sick and 
wounded ? 

A.* Exclusive of the 600 which I have 
stated to have been in the centre streets, 
there were about 320, in which I include 
83 dismounted dragoons, attached to 
the Commissary-general. 

Q. How were the men attached to 
the Commissary-general armed ? 
A. I think with carbines only. 
Q. Did you hear either before or on 
the 5th of July, any doubts expressed by 
any of the officers as to the success of 
the attack, and what was the fate of Ge- 
neral Craufurd's brigade at the close of 
the attack ? 

A. I never heard any doubt whatever 
expressed of the success of the attack, and 
I remember a little before sun-set on the 
evening of the 5th, the General expos- 
ing some anxiety to his General Officers 
as to the fate of General Craufurd's bri- 
gade, he told me he had a great depend- 
ence on the skill of General Crauiurd, 
and that he hoped he should soon hear of 
his being well posted. 

Q. Did you particularly examine the 
ground we occupied at the Plaza del 
Toros ? State what command it had over 
the city of Buenos Ay res ? 

A. I examined that qround very care- 
fully. The Plaza del Toros was situated 
on (he side of a ravine, and great part of 
the town wjs on the other side. The 
side of the- Plaza was the steepest of the 
two, andfrom that circumstance it com- 
manded the distance of about two or six 
hundred yards to flie opposite side, and 
at the distance of "eight hundred yard* on 
the other side. It possessed no other 
advantage wbdtsaever. 

ft. From your knowledge of jthe 



within that distance, leading from the 
country into the town ; from the gar- 
rison of the town being ou % the smallest 
computation, more than double the 
number of the assailants, and from the 
circumstance of the enemy having a 
large body of regular cavalry constantly 
harassing the rear, that such a blockade 
could hardly be successful. It is also ne- 
cessary to state that, at the season of the 
year we appeared before Buenos Ayres, 
all the towns in that province are gene- 
rally filled with grain ; it being the cus- 
tom to bring it in from the country be- 
fore the rains set in, and the roads are 
broken up. We had likewise been in- 
formed before we left Monte Video, that 
the enemy was establishing magazines 
of provisions in the town. 

Re examined by the Judge Advocate* 

Q. Were the mounted troops referred 
to in the answer to General W hitelocke's 
first questioi 9 and the thrive 'hundred 
which Lieutenant-colonH Torrens and 
Captain Whittingham dispersed on the 
5th, all of the same description ? 

A. I believe they all were. 

Q. Is it o. is it not your opinion, that 
it would have been practicable to baiter 
and bombard the town vvith eject, by a 
combined aiiack bv sea and land, on or 
after the 5th of July ■ 

A. I Uel'uwe it would have been prac- 
ticable to have" destm\cd a number of 
houses, but not to mL the town on lire. 

Ex'imin- d by the Court. 

Q. ^'jjrr you near faeuienant-v.rm:- 
ral Whitelocke on 'lie :>th of J:-iy, and 
wera von acquainted v.ith the 1 onkv e.>r 
the attack on Hueuo^ Ay res >n i''ui J.r* ? 

A. 1 v. -is neat (ievi'.al 'A' !: ; t\\- ••.'.:<■ 
the v.iioit of thai duy. '}ih o-,.' ) .- <'.•.<•••' 
time in come>v.i'.h vhU \:nu. L ^j 
acquainted wiili t^e jrcici?. 
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Q. Did the orders direct the columns 
to penetrate down to the river and to the 
fort, and there to occupy the nearest 
buildings, and wait for further orders ? 

A. r lhe orders did not express that 
they were then to wait for further orders; 
but it must have been so understood. 

Q. Did you soon perceive that the 
communication between General White- 
tocke and those corps, was intercepted 
by parties of the enemy ? 

A. In less than half an hour after the 
troops marched off. 

Q. Did it strike you as important in 
any part of that day, that General 
Wnitelocke should have put himself at 
the head of the staff and his remaining 
troops, and at all risques to form a junc- 
tion with the army, that he might ascer- 
tain the effect ot the attack, concur in 
their efforts, and share in their fate ? 

A. As early a3 eight o'clock in the 
morning, when I found the fire continued 
very heavy in the town, and that we re- 
ceived no intelligence from the Briga- 
diers commanding, I thought there was 
a necessity for communicating with them, 
and that necessity increased as the day 
advanced ; and if it could have been ob- 
tained, it was in no other way than by 
the General placing himself at the bead 
of his troops, which in my opinion ought 
to have been attempted. 

Q. Do you know whether such ne- 
cessity ever struck the Lieutenant-gen. 
or whether it was pointed out to him ? 

A. I cannot «ay whether it ever struck 
him or not, but it vas not pointed out to 
him in my presence. 

Q. You were near the person of Gen. 
Whitelocke : can you then state in your 
opinion the cause which induced Kim to 
remain stationary in the rear, instead of 
forcing his way to his army, and sharing 
their fate ? 

A. Although I was never far from the 
General during that day for any consi- 
derable time, yet I had so little conver- 
sation or communication with him, that 
I* cannot attempt to assign any grounds 
for his conduct. 

It being now near three o'clock, the 
President . rose, and addressed the 
Court as follows : 

"It is- now three o'clock, and the 



Court is adjourned ; but as to-morrow 
is appointed for the interment of the 
remains of our late distinguished and 
lamented member, Lord Lake, and as a 
mark of respect to the memory of that 
illustrious and great character, who was 
a fellow labourer with ourselves, and 
who, as the poet expresses it, united 
" the gentlest manners with the bravest 
heart, 1 should propose, that the Court 
do meet in mourning. Satisfied that 
there will not be heard one dissentient 
voice to this .proposition, the Courtis 
adjourned until to-morrow at ten o'clock 
precisely." 



TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 5. 

The Court being met pursuant ta ad- 
journment, in military mourning, ac- 
cording to the resolutions of the pre- 
ceding day, the deputy read a letter 
from the Judge Advocate, stating,' that 
he was confined to his bed by a sudden 
and severe indisposition, and lament- 
ing the necessity he was under of re* 
questing the Court to postpone the 
proceedings of that day. 

The Court was in consequence ad- 
journed until Monday morning. 



TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 

MONDAY, MARCH 7. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, Lieutenant-colonel Bourke 
was again called, and further exa- 
mined. 

Judge Advocate. — I understand 
from Colonel Bourke, that he* wishes t» 
correct pai t of his evidence of the former 
day. 

Colonel Bourke. — In that part of 
my direct examination, when I was asked 
whether if proper meauires had been 
adopted for uniting the force under Co- 
lonel Mahon, ancUif the General had 
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forced his way into the town, would such attack on the town ; the^orders- given for 

exertions on his part have been the best that purpose, and the movement and 

means of rendering assistance to the at- station ot the reserve, or other divisions 

tacking columns, and restoring the for- of the army not immediately engaged in 

tunes of the day? I have answered that the attack? 

I could not presume to say what effect A. On the morning of the 5th I ac- 

an attack from those corps might have companied General Whitelocke to the 

Lad, never having seen the defences of Coral. The troops had advanced ac- 

the - - - ... 

as I 

that if Lieutenant-general 

object had been merely to open a com- was directed by General Whitelocke to 

munication ? I now wish to add, that in go to the right, to see whether the troops 

tny opinion, a communication might have wanted any assistance to direct them into 

been opened at any time on the 5th, the roads leading to the different streets, 

with any of the troops ; and I have fur- The two regiments on the right were the 

ther to state in reply, that by means of 45th and 6th dragoon guards. The 45th 

the united forces of Colonel Mahon and had quitted the Coral, and advanced to- 

the reserve at the Coral, a communica- wards the town ; the 6th dragoon guards 

tion might have been effected with the having mistaken their way, I pointed 

British troops in the town, and that a co- out to them the direction they ought to 

operation of that force would have af- take, after which I returned to General 

forded the best means of success. Whitelocke, and made my report. 

Q. Had General Whitelocke, when About nine o'clock General Wliitelocke, 

at White's house, concentrated his forces, being anxious to know what was passing in 

might not he have occupied the roads advance, I proceeded from the Coral t6 

between the Cbuelo and the Recolita so the street leading to the north-west angle 

as to have cut off supplies of provisions square. Into this street I advanced 

from being brought to Buenos Ay res, in some way, and found the 6th dragoon 

that direction ? guards, and a detachment of the 9th 

A. I believe the distance between the light dragoons with one six-pounder, 

nearest part of the Chuelo and the con- The enemy were at this time firing some 

vent of the Recolita was at least seven musquetry from the houses, and grape 

miles ; and I do not conceive that with from the battery in advance, but it was 

his whole force of 7500 men it would ill directed. Several houses had been 

have been possible to have closely broken open by the soldiers, and I went 

guarded such an extent ; nor do I think to the top of one nearest to this post, 

it would have been possible to have so from which I discovered what I took 

broken up the roads as effectually to in- to be our rifle men, on a building to the 

tercept supplies. right, and at some little distance in the 

front ; but the morning being hazy, and 

Lieutenant-colonel Bradford further ex- a great mass of buildings being in our 

amirud, front, I had but an imperfect view. I 

v then returned to General Whitelocke, 

Q. Were you with Lieutenant-general and made my report. He then directed 

Whitelo< ke during the 5th of July ? me to order the 6th dragoon guards and 

A. ( was. 9th dragoons to advance. I reported to 

Q. State to the Court any material him that the street was so bad that the 
circumstance connected with the charges gun could not keep up with the column * 
against Lieutenant-general Whitelocke, he therefore desired the gun to be? 
which occurred from the morning of the left under a proper escort, and the co- 
5th to the conclusion of the treaty ; in- lumn to advance without it:-- accord- 
eluding in that statement all the opera- ingly 1 returned and gave these orders, 
tions of the army, the means used, and and also directed that Lieutenant-colo- 
the personal exertions of the Commander nel Witherington should advance with 
in chief toco-operate with, and support, his corps, and lodge himself as far as pc^s 1 
the different columns engaged in the sible in the town. On the evening uf 
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having some important business which 
called him out of town, I have thought 
proper to dispense with his attendance. 
The feet I meant to have called Colonel 
Browne to have proved was, that Monte 
Videe was well and sufficiently garri- 
soned and provisioned against attack, and 
was not in a state of blockade or siege at 
theperiod of signing that treaty. 

The following minute was then order- 
ed to be entered and read : 

" It is admitted by Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Whitelocke that, at the period of the 
treaty, the fort of Monte Video was well 
and sufficiently garrisoned and provided 



against attack, and was not at such period 
in a state of blockade or siege." 

Judge advocate. — " I am now to in- 
form the Court that I here conclude 
roy evidence, and the Court will decide 
when Lieutenant-general Whitelocke 
shall enter on his defence. 

4fter a short pause, the President ad- 
dressed the Court, 

u As General Whitelocke requires un«\ 
til Monday next to prepare for his De- 
fence, the Court is adjourned until that 
day at ten o'clock precisely ." 



< & ) 



THIRTIETH DAY. 

Monday, March 14. 

THE DEFENCE. 

The Court being met, pursuant to adjournment, and General Whiteloc KB 
having taken his place, began to read his Defence as follows. 

Sir William Meadows, and General Officers of this Court, 

THE satisfaction I feel in being at ing offered to stand forward as my accu- 
length permitted to claim the attention ser, proceedings (novel in our military 
and indulgence of the Court, is propor- jurisprudence, however they may be 
tioned to the anxious impatience with sanctioned by other courts,) were adopt- 
which I have looked forward to this op- ed, for the purpose, as it should seem, of 
portunity of explaining my conduct in collecting evidence to convert those ca- 
South America, and the causes that led lutnnies into matters of charge. While 
to the result which constitutes the sub- 1 was absent, the conduct of myself and 
ject of the present investigation. The others had been prejudged, and made 
disappointment of the hopes I had en- the subject of intemperate, of premature, 
tertained of the success of an expedition, discussion in the daily papers, and I hadj 
upon which such expectations, in every without a trial, or even enquiry, been held 
point of view, military, political, and u p to public indignation and scorn, as hav, 
commercial, bad been formed, had pre- ing disgraced myself and my profession, 
pared me to meet a strong and general and the military character of my coun- 
teeiing corresponding with my own ; the try. As soon, however, as it became 
patural and almost necessary attendant known that the government had deter i 
upon public disappointment and misfor- mined that an investigation of my con i 
tune. 1 had prepared myself also to duct should take place, the editors of the 
Lear the clamours of the disappointed, public papers, actuated by a sense of de- 
and strictures upon my conduct from cent propriety and common justice, im- 
tboae whose washes and interest led them mediately forbore any further comments. 
to judge from events only, without any But a subaltern officer, who served in 
adequate means of information; but the expedition, thought fit, with a full 
feeling conscious that I had zealously knowledge of my being under arrest, 
endeavoured to perform my duty, and and therefore to all purposes of law and 
that in the ultimate sacrifices which ad- justice upon my trial, to publish a libel 
ireree circumstances had induced me to upon the conduct of myself and others, 
make, 1 had disregarded all interested for the express purpose of procuring a 
considerations, and been actuated only profit to himself at the expence ot a 
by public motives, I confess it was with gross violation of every principle of ho- 
Burprtse as well as mortification, that I nour or feeling, an* of the laws of the 
found, on my return, that the opinions country, endeavouring to keep up and 
vrhich had been so industriously propa- excite the strongest prejudices of the 
gated as to my conduct in South Ame- public against me : and a Held officer of 
rica, had, in some degree, been enter- another regiment has felt no shame in 
tained in higher quarters; that calum- patronizing this libel, and distributing it 
pies the moat injurious to my character with the greatest industry. 
had bejen made the subject of official Irritated as I necessarily was at these 
^ftcussioa; and that n* individual Hav- unmanly attacks, and at hearing the mis- 

€4 
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representations ur»on which they were should, in this reaper t, hare found a pro- 
founded, and anxious as I must be to tector even in my prosecutor, that, con* 
retain the good opinion of my country, I siderinp his anomalous, and (I hope I 
yet felt that a regard to my own clia-? may without offence say) his almost in- 
racter and situation, the respect due to compatible duties, he uould, in the cha- 
the illustrious personage at the head of racier of an adviser, and an assistant to 
the army, ana to my sovereign, and in the Court, have divested himself of every 
a case like this, (where the public is so feeling connected with public preju- 
deeply concerned) still more, perhaps, dice, and that, acting in the capacity of 
the respect due to this honourable Court, prosecutor, he would nave permitted my 
imperatively called upon me to await in trial to commence without the extraor- 
silence the opportunity which I found dinary comment which excited so much 
was to be afforded of explaining to my surprise, I believe, in all who heard it$ 
sovereign and the country my conduct a comment, which, in the situation he 
in the command which had been en- fills, and considering the last character 
trusted to me. he is to sustain after the proceedings are 

I therefore forbore to answer any of completed, and your deliberation com- 
the calumnies which have been propa- mences, of an adviser, on points on which 
gated against me, or to sanction any you may require his assistance, I can 
publication or paragraph upon the sub- hardly think could be deemed justifiable 
ject, and retired until the approach of at any period of such a trial, or after any 
this trial into the country, denying myself evidence, however strong, which coulcl 
even the gratification of associating with have been produced, 
many valuable friends who have been The Judge-advocate-general stated, 
anxious to shew themselves superior to indeed, that he should follow the ex- 
the prejudices excited by popular cla- ample of his predecessors upon similar 
mour, and to mark their attention to me occasions, abstaining in that stage of the 
since my return. I mention this thus proceeding from any detailed obsem- 
pointedly to prevent any possible sus- tions upon the charges. The only cask 
picion being entertained tnat 1 could of importance, 1 believe, in which t 
, sanction, or had any knowledge of a Judge-advocate has stood in a similar 



vindication which has been published by 
some person wholly unknown to me. 
I am the more anxious to do this, as the 
publication alluded to contained stric- 
tures upon the conduct of others, and I 
trust, therefore, that the Court will ex- 
cuse my having occupied a few moments 
of their time upon tnis subject. 

The knowledge that my motives and 
conduct were to be submitted to, and 



situation to the present, was on the trid 
of the late Lord Sackville, on which occa- 
sion the late Sir Charles Morgan, thei 
Mr. Gould, made no address whatever 
to the Court on the opening of the pro- 
secution, and in his reply most studious- 
ly avoided offering a single observation 
that could, in the most distant way, be 
considered an address to the passions of 
the Court, although the circumstancft 



judged, by a tribunal composed only of which gave rise to that trjal had excited 
persons competent, from their rank in more of popular feeling than any which 



the servict, their habits, their experi- 
ence, and talents, to form a just estimate 
of all the peculiar circumstances which 
form the subject of the present investi- 
gation, supported me during an anxious 
period of suspense Ut*l procrastination. 

I considered my trial as an appeal 
from popular clamour, (for such I cannot 
but call it as applied to me before 
either trial or enquiry) to honourable and 
candid minds, divested of all those feel- 
ings and prejudices which sway and di- 
rect the course of public opinion, and I 
confess I had flattered myself that I 



had before occurred, so much so, as to 
leave it possibly for ever a subject of 
historical dispute, whether the judgment 
even of the Court was not, in souie mea- 
sure, influenced by that feeling. 

1 put it to the liberality and candour 
of the right honourable Judge Advocate* 
whether I have not some little right to 
complain, and cause to lament, that he 
had not lol lowed the example of Mi 
predecessor, and abstained from stating 
to the public (for such an address could 
not be intended for the Court) that 
hopes had been (as he was pleased to 
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justly, as well as generally, enter- ing the degree of my offence, and of 
1, of discovering new markets for presenting to the public authentic ma- 
nanufacturcs, and giving' a wide terials upon which a Court's judgment 
to the spirit of mercantile enter- may be formed of my conduct. A 
and opening new sources of trea- great and important expedition has fail- 
; although every information as to ed; the reasons of its failure are to be 
state of South America, and the sought for in the measures of the person 
e and implacable spirit of its inha- responsible to the public for its success, 
:s towards us, has proved that those ana no difficulty could have arisen (in* ' 
s were completely fallacious ; that deed none did arise) in selecting the par- 
d abstained from calling in aid of ticular events and parts which appeared 
charges the daily attempts to ex- to have led to this failure as grounds of 
our trade from the continent of charge against myself, and for which I 
pe ; and even the present crisis of was to account. I did not complain be- 
ar orld, or the aggravation of the cause I did not feel that I had a right 
c misfortune by the accumulated to do so in such a case,' of additions being 
it of all these considerations, or the made to the particulars so selected after 
instances of reports to my preju- my first receipt of the charges, which 
having survived the nrst impres- with a candid liberality had been de- 
of public sorrow, as a proof that livered to me as soon as framed, for the 
have not originated in the natural purpose of enabling me the better to 
Ise of the human mind to iind an prepare for my defence ; but 1 had hoped 
t on which to attach blame. Well when I read the charges linally settled, 
they survive and continue if, in a containing such specifications, and with 
ot justice, these topics could be such epithets as could not but excite 
ced with such studied strength of feelings of mortification, which could 
rssion, by a person whose rank and hardly be increased, even by any sen«- 
n in life, and public character in tence of this Court, that I had seen all 
Jourt, could not but stimulate the wfiich was to be alledged against me: 
jy too much exasperated state and little did I expect or imagine that 1 
? public mind upon the transaction was to be called upon to recollect and 
!h question. defend every act, every order, every ex- 
am satisfied that when the Court pression, and almost every thought, not 
•ts to the manner in which 1 have of mvself only, but of others; every de- 
pursued, and, I may say, con- tail, however minute, and whether it had 
led by public clamour, without a rft$ht, or ought to have been brought 
or enquiry, they will forgive my under my cognizance as Commander, or 
g made this comment; and will not; in short, as the Prosecutor has 
it me also to state a more serious, avowed and stated, not merely the cause 
$h not a more mistaken, ground of which prevented the reduction of the 
►laint, which 1 cannot but think 1 province of Buenos Ay res, but my whole 
ntitled to make upon the manner in conduct in the expedition ; an investi- 
l the prosecution against me has gation now, and as he truly stated, for 
conducted, and the nature of the the first time, and I hope for the sake of 
fnce which has been produced. justice, for the last time, instituted in a 
nisfortune, naturally exciting strong military court, still less. could I suppose 
c feeling, may impose upon the that tlie protection of tjie Court could 
rnment the duty of directing that have been necessary to prevent a Prose- 
auses of that misfortune should be eutor, educated in legal habits, from 
tigated; such an irKjuiry is, as the pursuing me even to, my private mo- 
nitor has justly stated, as neefcssary ments, and requiring my secretary to 
: vindication as it is to the public sa- state all the conversations that, in the 
lion, If 1 have been unfortunate, confidence of our relative situation, haoj 
tot cqlpable, it is the only means by passed between us; and yt£ it is at this 
i I could hope to stem the tide of point only, and through tfie interposition 
dice; and if 1 have been culpable, it of the Court that the Prosecutor has 
cessary for the purpose «f ascertain* stopped in. his enquiry. I entreat the 
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Court calmly and candidly to review the 
evidence, and to separate (no easy task) 
that Which is applicable to myself, from 
that which applies only to others, but 
more particularly to separate the evi- 
dence of opinions as to our operations, 
founded upon the experience acquired 
by misfortune, and not upon any thing 
that was or could be previously known 
before the operations look place, and 
upon which alone 1 could have acted, 
and by which alone I am to be judged; 
to advert, in short, to all the evidence 
which applies the result and subsequent 
knowledge, instead of previous informa- 
tion, as the interim by which the pro- 
priety of the measure adopted is to be 
tried. Let it not be said that this arose 
out of the nature of the prosecution, 
for if it did, nothing can more strongly 
evince the injustice of such a course of 
proceeding ; the Court lose the benefit 
of his legal assistance, upon the subject 
on which it is most useful, and the a it- 
nesses his direction and coutroul ; the 
accused h. s no protection against it ; a 
natural jealousy of any interposition 
which might bear the most distant ap- 
pearance of shutting out any investiga- 
tion, however remote its application, 
prex ents the possibility of his interfer- 
ence. I hope I cannot be accused of 
having interposal captious or trilling ob- 
jections : I have studiously endeavoured 
to avoid doing so. The Court in ela- 
borate narratives, on such extended 
grounds, comprising every act and 
word, can hardly interfere; they are 
nati:r. !iy cavilling to iuterrupt t!ie Pro- 
secutor," or interfere witn the course of 
proi.ee Jings or mode in which he has 
prepared Efcrreelf 'upon mature consi- 
deration, it !r.u*t be presumed) to bring 
fcnvardtr.e cv dence, :r.jre parti'-ru larv- 
a's he is tr.t* person to w!.o-.n they L-ok 
for advice. "J>.e w:*.ness, i.n'.e*< pos- 
Sf«sei c: le^sl as we:' a< ml!lwry know- 
ledge, csnr.m d!st*rtgu:>ri betwe-.-n that 
which I-e :> : »i-it:£cd in £.-t:n2, and t!uat 
w:::cvi :> p. it evidence i> 2sa : n<t the 
per*on c-iar^ed. h is to be supposed 
t!ii; h? nid ^.iopiwi utIs course t:;x?n 
fc'i c Moderation. 

I v.v..'i n'V hope, by an o*:S<cti^c has- 
tily :Li*.c-ryo*Hi, i»iid *tito-.i to 2>er an 
c : ■ z . ?. ? : ' ■ -.a t <i u -jh ft long deiibe ration , 
*;-u L therefore, in :«.*, lose the beoect 



of the protection to which 1 should hafe 
been entitled, and which I should have 
had, if the Judge Advocate had not abo 
been my prosecutor. The necessary 
consequence (and against which I have. v 
no protection) is, that every occurrence, 
every irregularity, every conversation 
of others is brought forward, and contri- 
butes to make an aggregate most preju- 
dicial to me, not merely with reference 
to the protraction of the investigation, 
(in itself no trifling evil) but also in the 
impression produced, even on^hose most 
capable of discriminating th**t which is 
applicable from that which is not I 
might with confidence ask every mem- 
ber of the Court, whether he can possi- 
bly wholly divest himself of general im- 
pressions arising out of such a course of 
uncontrolled evidence, and whether the 
necessary consequence of such a mode 
of proceeding, is not to give a colour 
and unfavourable complexion to ail the 
errors I may have* myself committed: 
whether it has not an inevitable tenden- 
cy, even with the strongest minds, to 
load me with all the errors which may, 
have been committed by others, as weff 
as myself, from the first hour of my 
landing, to my quitting the continent of 
South America. I am well aware that 
no such impression will operate upon 
the trial judgment of the court; it can 
only produce in high and honourable 
minds, a jealous watchfulness to prevent 
any such feeling influencing the consi- 
deration of the real merits of my case s 
but tliough no improper effects will be 
produced on the minds of the Court, 
*uch a course of proceeding must pro- 
duce a strong impression upon the pub- 
lic, already too much exasperated 
against me. - But in addition to this com> 
i!enL!!cn : I ask those honourable memben 
wr.o :iave eitner commanded or accom- 
panied in high stations, important expe- 
ditions and military operations, whether 
spy expedition, or long train of military 
ope ration?, however successfully terns- 
:\.?ed, could star.d the test of such aa 
h>"?%i?ry so conducted ? 

1 put it to tin: eandoix and liberahrj 
of every iuuir'dual of this Court who 
da- bees -o situated, and a«k whether, 
in looking back with the benefit of sab- 
sequent experience of localities and cir- 
cumsucces, be canuot discover a varietf 
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looes in which he would have pur* 
different course, with respect to 
interior and accessory details and 
ions. Let it not for a moment be 
*ed that 1 itate this as depreciating 
cuts of those to whom 1 am milking 
?peal, or as comparing mine with 
:- their high ' public and mili- 
»tiimttion, derived from acknow- 
1 merit as well as success must 
iiately repel such a suspicion. 1 
dy the benefit as applicable to my- 
i shewing the hardships and injus- 
: evcryj point of view of such a 
; of proceeding, aud am satisfied, 
'hen the Court on their final de li- 
on, and the public at future {re- 
apply these remarks to the cou- 
rt the prosecution, and the mode 
ich the evidence has been brought 
rd, with the nature ot a very large 
rtion of it, it will be seen and fell, 
[ do not complain of this without 
lant cause. 1 think also, that when 
Jourt consider that from the im- 
ku of the subject, from the peculiar 
s of the trial, and still more from 
rofessional rank and experience of 
lembers, this case will be referred 
military history and jurisprudence 
precedent, they will join with me 
tenting that the course of proceed- 
has put upon their minutes, so 
evidence of the description to 
. 1 have alluded. I most earnestly 
t the attention of the Court to 
general observations, and that they 
ear them in mind as applicable and 
ary to many of the observations 
1 shall have to make upon the 
nee in detail : and I urn confident, 
/hen the peculiar situation in which 
id here is considered, the Court 
udge Advocate will believe, that it 
h extreme reluctance, and under a 
g sense of the importance of this 
)f the case to myself, and to those 
may come after me, that I have ul- 
l myself to make a single comment 
this subject. 

:iall now proceed to the subject of 
imm'rry i 

ru arc called upon to investigate the 
s of the disappointment of the pub- 
>pes, to ascertain whether they are 
found iu an unskilful and improvi- 
.use «f the means placed in my 



hands for attaining the object in view, or 
in the false expectations which, from 
various cau%es, had been raised Upon 
this subject, and in the false views en- 
tertained and acted upon in relaiion to 
it. That false expectations had been 
raised and false views entertained, I 
will prove to the Court from the evi» 
deuce which has been given, and from 
what 1 shall produce, aud by argument, 
so conclusive as to force conviction. 

That talse information, arising from 
various interested motives liacl beeij 
given to the government of this coun- 
try, my situation has a! forded me ample 
means of knowing ; that it has been acted 
upon, will appear from my instruction*, 
'loa full explanation upon this subject, 
which it is my duty to give to 'the Court, 
1 must request your patient and earnest 
attention ; for w hclher 1 exercised a 
sound discretion in the measures which 
I adopted. It is in the highest degree 
necessary for my defence : for unlew 
the situation in which 1 was actually 
placed with reference to the possibility 
of obtaining any commercial advantages, 
unless the political situation of that 
country, the disposition of the inhabitant* 
towards us, their views in relation to us, 
either as to v* hat had passed, or future 
intercourse, are fully understood, no 
correct judgment can be formed upon 
the propriety of my conduct, or whether 
1 exercised a sound discretion in the 
measures I adopted or not. I shall 
enter upon this explanation, before I 
proceed to consider either the charge* 
or the occurrences which preceded or 
gave rise to them ; and I am more par- 
ticularly anxious to impress this part of 
the subject upon \ our minds, because the 
fallacy and consequent disappointment 
of the hopes entertained in relation to 
our intercourse with South Ainerij^ 
have given rise to the greater part uf 
the unexpected feeling which has been 
excited by those whose hopes have bet n 
thus checked. A free and unrestrained 
trade with South America had lon«* been 
eagerly sought and looked to, as opening 
oneot the widest fields for mercantile 
speculation. Many circumstances com- 
bined to produce this impression, not 
merely on the public mind, but upon 
the minds also of many great and emi- 
nent statesmen, whose opi&ioiw have 
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feel thcmtelres happy to be under it, settled in it. The disposition of the mo* 

and are anxious to sacrifice every thing ther country had made tliem most an- 

in proof of their loyalty. xious to shake off the Spanish yoke, and 

" The numerous troops which we have though from their ignorance, their want 

here, are prepared and disposed to make of morals, and the barbarity of their 

the most vigorous defence, and the pre* disposition, they were totally unfit to 

mature proposals with which your ex- govern themselves, they aimed at follow- 

cellencies have endeavoured to' weaken mg the steps of the North Americans, 

their love for their king, have produced and erecting an independent state.. If 

no other effect than that of indignation, we would promise them independence, 

which will impress every one w:th en- they would instantly revolt against the 

ergy to resist any attempt to destroy government, and join us with the great 

their happiness. mass of the inhabitants. But though no- 

" The (Jabildo state ; we are prepared thing less than independence would per- 

to spill the last dr<>p of our blood to fectly satisfy them, they would prefer 

prove to the world that we are good sub- our government either to their present 

jects and true Spaniards, and that we anarchy, or to the Spanish yoke, provid- 

are lovers of humanity, even towards ed we would promise not to give up the 

those wiio, off the Cape St. Mary, vio- country to Spain at a peace; but until 

lated it in the manner which was wit- such a -promise was made, we must ex* 

nessed by the whole universe." pect to find them open or secret ene- 

I would not quote the auswer of a ge- mies. 
neral, or of public bodies to such a letter Such was the information I received 
in .proof of their sentiments, if every sub- from Sir Samuel Auchmuty, which I 
sequent intercourse and event hud not have detailed in the very words in which 
jshewn, that in enmity towards us, they he had shortly before my arrival coin- 
too truly expressed the real feelings of municated it to the Governmeut here, 
the writers, and disposition o the coun- and which I use, because I could not so 
Cry. dearly, so forcibly, or so concisely state 

They are unanimous in their deter- it in other language. Every day pro- 

xninations, aud so they proved to be in duced occurrences which tended to con* 

their conduct towards us. firm the truth and accuracy of this ac- 

Sir Samuel Auchmuty found that there count. We were unable to obtain* intr)- 

wcretwo parties in the city, ligence upon which we could place the 

The party in power were mostly na- least dependance : we could neither 

tives of Spam, in the principal offices of procure guides nor accurate accounts of 

church aud state, and devoted to the the country for our future operations. 

Spanish government, and accordingly Force procured us all wc possessed; 

the court will observe, that the ground good will nothing; and but for someao- 

of rejection of Sir Samuel AuchmuU's cidental circumstances which threw in 

* proposals by the Audienza was deter- our way two or three persons who had 

mined loyalty, a sentiment that is some slight knowledge of the country, 

scarcely alluded to in the letters of Gene- we should have been wholly destitute of 

ral Liniers or the Cabildo. any information whatever. The /evidence 

It had been their policy to inflame which has been given (second charge) 

the minds of the lower order against the has shewn how very scanty our sources 

English, by every species of exaggera* of information were, 
tion and falsehood, and to lead them to I have gone at considerable length 

such acts of atrocity as might preclude into these preliminary points; but as 

the posbibilil) of any communication without an accurate knowledge upoa 

with us. this subject, no fair estimate can be 

From a consciousness that similarly si- made, either of the difficulties which I 

tuated, they would breathe nothing but had to encounter, or of the circumstan- 

revenge, they expected no mercy, and ces and motives which ultimately guided 

were become desperate and determined, my decision; I feel satisfied that the 

The second party consisted of natives Court will forgive my thus trespassing 

of Uk country, with some Spaniards upon their time and attention, Sveo/ 
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thing to me in life is at stake upon the 
issue of this investigation. I have been 
the object of virulent attacks and in- 
temperate observations, and 1 am too 
well aware that the clamours which have 
been raised and kept alive by the inte- 
rested and disappointed may have pro- 
duced considerable impressions upon the 
minds of some upon whom prejudices 
and popular outcry ought not to ope- 
rate. If these attacks and clamours 
had beencoufined only to the interested 
and disappointed, I should have disre- 
garded them as the offspring of mean 
and selfish passions; lor I know the 
sources from which many of them spring, . 
and the causes which had produced 
them. Needy adventurers, either spe- 
culating on their own account, or as 
agents for others who had looked to our 
intercourse with South America as a 
source of unbounded wealth, found their 
sanguine expectation again defeated. 
Many who had looked to situation and 
employments in the newly-acquired ter- 
ritories, saw the termination of all their 
hopes and prospects. All these descrip- 
tions, and they were numerous, consi- 
dered' the person who had given up 
South America as a personal enemy, as 
the destroyer of all their hopes and pros- 
pects, ami few had either the informa- 
tion, or the means necessary to as- 
certain whether their disappointment 
arose from the fallacy of their own hopes 
and speculations, even in the event of 
the success of the expedition, or from the 
failure itself; still less were they inclined 
to submit to any personal sacrifices for 
any object of public interest. I wish to 
except from these observations many 
respectable merchants and individuals 
who were actuated by very different 
feelings, and towards myself have pur- 
sued a very different line of conduct 
I cannot, and I should be unworthy of 
the situation and rank 1 have filled in 
life if I could, be indifferent to public 
opinion. I am well aware that a very 
general irritation has been produced 
upon this subject, and I know that this 
feeling has been increased, if it has not 
in a great measure been excited, by a 
false estimate of the value of what might 
have been gained, and of what has been 
lost. I have hitherto from motives of 
duty refrained from discussing this 



general point of the subject, however* 
much it might have tended to 
allay the feeling which has been ex- 
cited ; and, I trust, the Court therefore 
will forgive the anxiety 1 have felt to 
enter particularly into it now. 

I will now proceed to the chaiges: 
the Court will see the application of 
these preliminary remarks, and, I trust, 
feci their importance, in the future con- 
sideration of this case. 

I am most anxious not to trouble the 
Court with irrelevant or unimportant 
details, more particularly as the length 
at which I have already oecn obliged to 
comment on preliminary points, and at 
which I must observe upon the really 
important parts of the case, must neces- 
sarily induce a wish not to occupy the 
time of the Court on inferior considera- 
tions. In considering these details, I feel 
under a difficulty imposed upon me by 
the manner in which some of these points 
have been stated, and apparently pressed 
with eagerness, when I objected and 
afterwards forgotten. I will endeavour, 
however, shortly to observe upon those 
which do not seem to have been wholly 
dropt in the order of time in which they 
occur, as that course will best enable the . 
Court to pursue the subject in a connect- 
dctail, and in this view I will first dis- 
pose of that part of the subject which 
relates to the time of year chosen and 
the preparations mauc before I left 
Monte Video. If in adverting to any of 
the subjects; I occupy the time of the 
Court upon points on which they are 
already satisfied, I trust it will be" attri- 
buted to the course pursued in the prose- 
cution, and the impossibility ol my as- 
certaining whether any impression has 
been made by them or not. I will 
candidly te]l the Court the motives which 
led to each' determination, and the many 
cases to a choice bet\i ecu opposing diffi- 
culties, not contending that in every 
instance the choice I made, even upon 
the view of the subject presents to me 
at the time, was the best ; for it would 
be the height of presumption in me to 
do so, still less that subsequent experi- 
ence and consideration and events may 
not have proved, that I might in many 
instances have adopted better measures, 
t But it will, I trust, appear to the Court, 
from the detail which I am about to give, 
Aa 
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fad the evidence to which I shall refer nected with our preparations. The direct 
m support of my statement, that 1 have contrary has been proved by the officers 
been actuated by a zealous wish to per- of cavalry and artillery as to their de- 
form my duty, and so far from obsti- partments, and I can hardly think that 
nately pursuing hasty preconceived opi- the evidence of the commissary-general, 
nions of my own, have mall cases availed who had been only a few days in the 
myself of the local knowledge of others, country and possessed no local know- 
determined, unhappily for myself in some ledge to make up for want of former 
instances, as I tnought circumstances experience in active service, would prove 
compelled me to do, even against my any failure on that head, to which, how- 
own judgment, ever, I will more particularly advert 

I expected on my arrival to find a large hereafter, 

proportion of the inhabitants prepared to The first subject of consideration was 

aid our views; accurate information for the season of the year ; on full consi- 

the arrangement of future operations deration I finally determined upon at- 

arising from friendly intercourse with tacking Buenos Ay res, before the winter 

them, and the body of cavalry formed, season of rains, to which I was induced 

or at least the means of forming it. I by many motives. I knew that upon 

found a country completely hostile, in the arrival of General Craufurd, I should 

which we could not by conciliation or have collected all the force which I 

interest procure a friend, either to assist could expect, and ail the transports 

or advise us, or afford the slightest infor- which I could hope to procure for their 

mation ; horses, but no adequate means conveyance. Tne difficulties to which 

of feeding them ; and which therefore, I have alluded were not such as could 

though well adapted for the armed inha- be either obviated or in any way lessen- 

bitants uho turn them out when tired, ed; delay, therefore, would not add to 

and take others, could not, until time and our means of attack, while the exertions 

possession had matured a new system, of the enemy would be increased from 

form an effective body of cavalry. day to day, and more particularly when 

No one circumstance accorded with they heard of the accession of our force 

the information I had received, or by by the troops under General Craufurd. 

which I was directed to act by my in- It appeared therefore to me, and those 

structions. The same causes operated whom I consulted, that it was most 

both to lessen the resources whicn were advisable to make every necessary pre- 

cousidered as available by those who parations before the arrival of General 

sent me, and to increase the obstacles Craufurd, and commence -our opera- 

which were to be overcome by the means tions as soon as he joined ; and in order 

within my reach. I immediately began that I might lose no time, and might 

to make the most active exertions to reach Buenos Ayres before the nuns 

counteract tiie effect of these disap- commenced, horses, stores, and troops 

S ointments ; directed steps to be taken were, as has appeared in evidence, em* 

y General Lumley for increasing our barked the moment we heard of his arri- 

cavalry; and the most unremitting ef- val in the river Plata. Unfortunately 

forts to be made at an unusual expence contrary winds detained him until the 

by the deputy -commissary, who had approach of the rains was daily expected, 

been some time resident in the country, but still hoping to accomplish our main 

to procure grain, particularly for feeding object, and at the same time put the 

and improving the effective condition of troops under cover, which could only be 

cavalry; ordered positions to be con- done at BuenosAyres,forat Monte Video 

•tructed, and every other preparation we must either have turned out the in* 

which occurred to myself, or was sugr habitants, or erected barracks for that 

gested by the experience of others ; and purpose* Before I quit Monte Video I 

ft has neither been stated, nor attempted must advert to circumstances which have 

to be proved, that I either neglected' been proved, as to the equipments of the 

any suggestion on that head, or failed cavalry. Upon this subject, I must refer 

in giving every facility and encourage- the Court to the orders given for the re* 

meat to the afferent departments con- duction of baggage, dated the 3d and 
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11th June. When the Court considers the Commissary-general's department 
our limited means of conveyance for at home, and not on active service, and 
horses across the river, and the ineifi- from his late arrival with General Crau- 
cieucy of those we could convey, the re- furd could have no local knowledge; and 
duction of the baggage cannot be thought the preparations as to the quantity of 
a matter of trilling importance. I re- provisions to be carried by the victuallers 
quest the Court to compare the evi- and transports, and the lasso-men had 
dence. which has been given upon the been made by the deputy commissary, 
subject of those equipments with the who had been long resident in the coun- 
orders. It has appeared, that 1 directed try. The Commissary has stated, that 
officers, and General Lumley in parti- he provided and carried six light carts 
cular, to communicate with my second and mules, which, it has been proved* 
in command, upon the details of the are more used for draught in that coun- 
army, particularly relating to the ca- try than horses, which was, as I think I 
ralry. A dispute arose at a period when will shew to the Court, the prily addi- 
unanimity was most essential hetween tional preparation which, with reference 
my second in command and General to our means of conveyance and the ob- 
Lumley, which is referred tb me. I jeets in view, could be necessary in ad- 
had no knowledge of what had previously dition to those made before Mr. Bui* 
passed, nor can the language used with lock's arrival, and as I shall have occa* 
reference to the King's regulations, af- sion to call Lieutenant-colonel Bourke 
feet me. 1 directed the former orders on my defence, I must certainly, in jus- 
to be carried into execution, but am I tice to him, ask some questions upon 
criminally answerable for the mode of part of the evidence of Mr. Bullock, 
carrying them into execution ? 1 was which has as much excited my astonish- 
wholly ignorant of any thing which pass- ment as it must have done that of the 
ed, except as it related to the general Court, namely, as to the distance of 
orders for lessening baggage, upon which the place of our landing from Buenos 
I certainly felt some anxiety ,and I am Ayres, and the supposition of the army 
satisfied that the Court will see that the re-embarking^ In order to apply the 
precepitation or want of care, if there facts proved to our situation and to my 
was any with which the order was ex- conduct, I will shortly state to the Court 
ecuted, or any harshness in the manner the impression under which I acted, and 
of doing it, could not impeach me, even the reason for no more preparatory ar- 
if it had affected our preparations for rangements being made, and will shortly 
crossing the river, whicn it is distinctly advert to what }ias been proved to have 
in proof it did not, for we earned com- actually taken place upon this part of 
plete equipments for all the dismounted the case. It has been proved that my 
cavalry in the country. In fact, I 1 do original intention was to take a positiott 
not even recollect ever to have heard the to the westward of the town, that is, on 
detail which has been given in court the heights of the Rtcolita, with my left 
upon this subject. to the Plata, and thus communicate witlr 
That I was inattentive to the cavalry has the fleet, and land provisions and stores, 
been completely disproved Jjy General and if our intelligence as to the landing- 
Lumley, who expressly states that I af- place, and swamp, and road to Buenos 
forded every facility, and encouraged Ayres, had proved correct, the provi- 
every exertion upon that subject: the sions landed would probably have been 
next, and indeed the most important part sufficient until we had reached that 
of the subject, as connected with prepa- point. But I was also certain of a point of 
ratory details, is that relating to the ma* communication with the fleet on the 
nagementofa supply of provisions upon march at Quilmes and Reduction, for 
wjuch the Commissary-general seems to though Quilmes might not be an eligible 
have considered himself not sufficiently place to land, with the enemy in posses- 
consulted by me, and, in some instances, sion of the heights above with artillery, 
misled by the Quarter-master-general, still it was obvious, that Its soon as we 
who was particularly directed, to advise were in possession of Reduction we could 
and assut hm> as 1. found he had been m communicate with the fleet, and get ps** 
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visions in various ways through the 
march, even if it was impracticable for 
horses and artillery, which, on examina- 
tion by one of the officers of the stall', it 
in fact proved to be. 1 had accord i ugly 
made no particular arrangements as to 
tl)e march, but by procuring all the lasso- 
men we could get, and taking the light 
carts provided by the Commissary. Ar- 
rangements in relation to the supply of 
the army, independent of the lleet, we 
could not make until we arrived on that 
side of the Plata, hut it was known that we 
could have no difficulty procuring abun d- 
auce of cattle. In conformity with this idea, 
the fleet was to look tor us at Quilmes, 
and if we passed, to go to the westward 
of the town; and Admiral Murray ac- 
cordingly landed an officer to join me 
at Quilmes on the 1st, who carried off 
orders lor a supply of provisions on the 
2d ; but in addition to this, I directed as 
an additional precaution, that pack-sad- 
dles should be carried, for horses, in or- 
der as our means of transport for horses 
did not allow of our giving a separate 
establishment of horses for the commis- 
sary, that 1 might transfer a portion of 
the mounted dragoons to the Commis- 
sariate, in case it became necessary for 
the march upon our landing, as to the 
facility of which also we had been mis- 
informed. I found the swamp presented 
so serious an obstacle, as to make it a 
work of considerable labour, difficulty, 
and time, to assemble the army with 
artillery on the heights of Bar r agon. 
The men also lost much of their biscuit, 
which was spoiled in crossing the swamp 
from' its depth, and I found myself 
obliged immediately to land three days' 
provisions, in addition to the three days 
carried by the men ready cooked, which 
I had ordered to oe in readiness, in 
case it might be wanted with the pack- 
saddles and the dragoons, to attend their 
horses to escort the Commissary until 
the provisions were expended, and they 
could again remount. I had before or- 
dered small casks to be provided by the 
djtferent regiments for conveying spirits, 
The Court have heard the swnmp de- 
scribed by. officers who have served in 
pther countries. It has been proved, 
that five : of tjfc; guns, notwithstanding 
every exertion, were left in it : that the 
ligh(; carts belonging to the Commissary 



with the spirits could not be brought 
through the swamp, and that in the at- 
tempt all the casks except one were 
staved, and that almost all the provisions 
and many of the horses, were tost in the 
attempt to pass it. When the Court ad- 
vert to the intelligence which I had re- 
ceived as to the landing, and swamo, and 
road to Buenos Ayres, the reasons l had 
from the u<e made of Ensinada and Bar* 
ragon, as a port of embarkation, to sup- 
pose that information to be correct, and 
the evidence which after a long investi- 
gation, has in detached parts been given 
upon the subject of these preparations, 
1 cannot but natter myself that no blame 
can be imputed to me on these points, as 
far as they apply to preparatory arrange- 
ments, and I should not do justice to 
Lieutenant -colonel Bourke, or to Cap- 
tain Fraser of the artillery, or those em- 
ployed in surmounting the obstacles op- 
posed to our progress by the swamp, if I 
did not say, that the delay in reaching 
the heights cannot be imputed to then, 
' for I can, with truth say, that more zeal 
or resource was never shewn, or inde- 
fatigable execution used on any similar 
occasion. It is with some reluctance 
that I enter so much at length into the 
subject, or advert to this obstacle of the 
swamp, or those which occurred after- 
wards upon the march of a similar de- 
scription ; but it should not be supposed, 
that I either then or now considered 
these as obstacles of any real import- 
ance in the great scale of our opera- 
tions. I wish to be understood as not 
having viewed them in that light at the 
time, and as not viewing them in that 
way now. 

I am unavoidably drawn to enter into 
these detail, and to appear to attach 
importance to matters of very trifling 
comparative moment, to those which 
you are called upon to consider, by the 
conduct of the prosecution, and the 
consequence that has-been given to the 
inferior arrangements, by. the mode in 
which it has been pressed, and the time 
they have occupied.; I use them only for 
the purpose of proving that the country, 
with reference to some of those localities, 
is different from all others in which our 
armies have before served; and that 
with respect therefore, to various cir- 
cumstances, connected with our mow- 
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meats and inferior details, rules appli- quence of my request, that he would 

cable to other countries, do not apply, send out a foraging party, he volunteered 

How far it was either necessary, proper, that duty, ana brought in about four 

or called for in a case of this description, thousand sheep on the morning of 

to enter into a history of all those details, the 30th, upon which the Commissary 

is not for ine to judge, I am bound to deliberately expressed his doubts as to 

meet every accusation, and to repel their affording a sufficient supply tor an 

every imputation which is attempted to army of 8000 for two days. 

be cast upon me; and I rely on the can- But the Commissary himself after* 

dour of the Court for excusing my occu- wards states, that there was an ample 

pying their time so long in those parts of supply of cattle and sheep procured at 

the case. the farm-houses and by foraging parties. 

Notwithstanding all the exertion which We knew also that the inarch to the point 
could be made, the artillery which pro- where we could again communicate with 
ceeded with the main body did not reach the nVet could only occupy two days, 
the heights until the 29th, and the whole and had no reason to entertain any ap- 
of the army and remaining artillery (not prehension on this head. 
left in the swamps) did not arrive on the Before T quit this subject I must ad- 
heights until the evening of the 30th. vert to the complaint, I may almost call 
In consequence of all these losses of it, of one of the general officers upon 
provisions, 1 was well aware that the men the subject of camp-kettles, lasso- 
would have to sillier many privations, men and want of spirits, upon the first. I 
and I well knew that in all such cases, have only to remind the Court that the 
those who suffer, consider every dif- observation of Brigadier-general Crau- 
ticulty they are called upon to en- furd would have been applicable to the 
counter, and every hardship they en- old camp-kettles, but was quite misap- 
dure, as proofs of the neglect of those plicable to those now in use, which can- 
above them, and that to a want of confi- not be carried bv the men : we had only 
dence in the General, to whose failure one very small light cart with the army, 
in arrangements all these privations and for those brought by the Commissary, 
difficulties are imputed (as every body, though built light for the purpose, could 
after such occurrences, is fertile in expe- not be got through the swamp, and as 
dtents which would have obviated them) the men carried three days provision 
is the inevitable consequence. In this ready cooked, and the Commissary was 
point of view only, could they be of any to have had three days more, and we 
importance in this case. That they did were to communicate with the fleet, and 
produce a great and very prejudicial expected to reach Buenos Ayr^s before 
effect I am aware* and that effect, was the provisions carried by the men were 
encreased by the subsequent failure of expended, and knew we could procure 
our attack, and the operation of these abundance, meat and camp-kettle*, 
causes in guiding the opinions of others therefore would, with our limited means 
to the conclusion which led to the final of conveyance, have been, in my opi- 
result. This unfortunate circumstance nion, an improper incumbrance. r lne 
1 bave cause, more than all others, to complaint of want of lasso-men would 
deplore. As tar, therefore, as they are have been rather singular, as coming 
explanatory upon this point, I have to from the body of the army, having the 
thank the prosecutor for having intro- ride crops and light infantry companies : 
doced the subject, for I trust the Court if we had depended upon cattle, which, 
will be satisfied that no blame or neglect in fact, we did not, for the main body, 
is imputable to me on this ground. as the Court have heard, found no want 

I gave orders, with respect to the com- of sheep, and Colonel 'Mahon also states 
missary's department, which will be read, that his division found no dimculty in 
and, in part, found before I left the procuring cattle in large quantities, 
height*, that there would be no difficulty "sheep and oxen more than they re- 
in procuring a plentiful supply of cattle quired to slaughter," are his expressions, 
and sheep, and the Court have heard although he had,, as appeared on his evi- 
from Colonel Nugent, that in const- dence, no lasso?men 4 and upon the sub- 
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ject of spirits, I had issued orders to 
have small casks provided for their con- 
veyance, and the Commissary has shewn 
the impracticability ot bringing them 
forward. That the men suffered pri- 
^ ation>, and were subject to considerable 
inconvenience from the weather and 
wading through the rivulets, and from 
fatigue and want of spirits, and were, 
from long confinement on board of ship, 
not in the best condition to encounter 
these circumstances I well know; but, 
vfcen all these circumstances are fully 
considered, I cannot accuse myself, of 
having been wanting in attention to their 
circumstances, or of any failure, of exer- 
tion in endeavouring to remedy them. 

i will now advert to the march, for ex- 
plaining which I must again avail my- 
self of the recollection of the Court as 
to the nature of the country and the 
obstacles which presented themselves; 
the facilities it afforded of giving to the 
troops accommodation . both of provi- 
sion and fuel, the iirst rendered necessa- 
ry by the losses of provision. I have 
lieen describing the latter both for cooking 
and for drying men, who had, on each 
day's march, to wade through deep 
water, an object of attention to troops 
just landed after a nine months' voyage, 
and the nature of the resistance which 
could be opposed to us by the enemy. 
These ana other considerations com- 
bined, which I will state, induced me to 
adopt the arrangement of dividing the 
army in the manner which has been de- 
tailed. Whether I adopted the best 
mode of proceeding, or, if I did not, 
whether any such degree of culpability 
can attach to me on this head, as to have 
justified the making of it a subject of 
elaborate evidence, will be for the Court 
to judge. Estanious or farms occur, at 
short intervals, frqm Barragon to Buenos 
Ay res along the edge of the heights above 
the swamp; but these farms do not ex- 
tend into the country to the south-west, 
so as to have enabled us to march- 
in more than one column without . 
losing the advantages I have before de- 
tailed, of provision and fuel. At these 
houses, in general, sheep were to be 
found, but always fuel for drying the- 
men and cooking the victuals. The 
country is open, and no enemy appeared 
to interrupt our progress, for tie scat- 



tered horsemen which followed and sur* 
rounded us were not an object of atten- 
tion: no danger, therefore, could arise 
from the division of the army into three 
corps, and by moving on in succession, 
and regulating our marches and halts,, as 
it has been proved was the case, by the 
situation of these farms, 1 ensured to the 
men the use of fuel, and as much cover 
as the country afforded on the baits at 
night, and this without in the least im- 
peding our march or rather arrival and 
junctions at Reduction, at which place, 
it has been proved, I meant to bring up 
the rear division, and renew our provi- 
sion from the fleet, and land our pon- 
toons, if necessary, and such other stores 
as we might want. It afforded also the 
advantage of using the advanced division 
for the purpose of reconnoitering the 
country, while the rear division was com- 
ing up, and without losing time, for 
which purpose great part of the light 
battalion and rifle corps was sent forward 
With the advance, and that this was one 
of the main objects of sending forward 
the advance, will appear most distinctly 
from the reports of General Gower to 
me on each day's march, which I will 
hereafter read ; from one of the last of 
which it will be seen, that if the distance 
and circumstances would have permitted 
he would have pushed on and occupied 
it, or passed the river, according to cir- 
cumstances, on the evening of the 1st. 

That no difficulty could arise in reach- 
ing Reduction from Barragon in two 
days, one of the points enquired into, is 
obvious, for both the main bodv under 
myself, and tfre division under Colonel 
Mahon, did march from Barragon to 
Reduction in two days, my division on 
the 30th and 1st, Colonel Mahon's on 
the 1st. and 2d. Had it been possible 
therefore to have assembled the army on 
the heights in the course of the 28th, we 
should have arrived at Reduction on the 
30th. Much evidence has been gone 
into as to the march, the length of time 
occupied by it on each day, the exhaust- 
ed state of the troops, and frequent 
halts, and as a very able and experienc- 
ed officer high in command, Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty, mentioned the latter circum- 
stance in answer to some questions from 
the Court, as one of the causes of delay 
and fatigue, I should, if it bad not bteu 
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txplained by other evidence, have felt 
incumbent on me to Iwive called wit- 
nesses upon these points. But after the 
evidence of Colonel Mahon, to which I 
particularly call the attention of the 
Court, I cannot feel it necessary. He 
had four six-pounders and a howitzer, 
bat to counterbalance theelfector the pro- 

Ijortion of artillery with his division being 
arger than the other, he had 200 seamen 
Co assist them ; and the artillery officers 
were so satisfied with the assistance given 
to the guns, as to make report to CapL 
Fraser, which hardly accords with the 
detail given by Colonel Mahon, that 
they occasionbd no impediment to the 
march. But in this Lieutenant-colonel 
Mahon cannot be mistaken, his evidence 
is not that of opinion, for in answer to 
the prosecutor's questions, he details the 
number of hours and miles on each day : 
the 1st marched eight mile* in mar nine 
hours and a half, including a halt to rest 
the men in the middle of the day ; 2i\, 
he marched before day-light and did not 
reach Reduction until" after live, o'clock, 
from nine to eleven miles ; and on the 
day he .left Reduction about a quarter 
past ten or eleven o'clock, he did not 
cross the bridge until dark, in near live 
o'clock, the distance about seven miles; 
and stating, that he speaks from expe- 
rience, and he was the only person who 
marched that route, he says, thaMie could 
not have marched from Reduction to 
the Coral with the artillery in one day. 
He particularly states the unavoidable 
necessity of continued Jialts from the 
rivulets and the marshy banks, and the 
consequent delay of the artillery, though 
he proves that every exertion was made 
by the seamen, and afterwards to some 
question put by myself, he proves, what 
after the above details was almost unne- 
cessary, that these delays were occa- 
sioned by the nature of the country, and 
that he conceived few countries would 
have presented so many obstacles. Jt 
will be recollected that Sir Sam. Auch- 
muty was in the rear of my column, and 
that I was in the front with the guns, and 
therefore, like Colonel Mahon, conti- 
nually abliged to halt while the guns 
were crossing these obstacles. Alter so 
minute and particular a detail aiven by 
an officer commanding a division, ami 
therefore not a casual observer, but pay- 



ing attention to these points, I should 
deem it a waste of time if I made any 
further observation, or called any further 
evidence upon that subject. 
The Court will recollect, that it was 

{jroved to have been my -intention to 
lalt the main body at Reduction, 
to bring up Colonel'Malion's brigade. 
The advanced corps, as will appear from 
one of General Gowei^s reports, was to 
have pushed on to reconnoitre the river 
on the 1 st ; and if it had proved practi- 
cable, to have occupied the bridge as tar 
towards it as possible ; but it will be seen 
that on General Gower's arrival beyond 
Reduction, which village he left to be 
occupied by the main body, he found the 
river and bridge at a greater distance 
than had been reported to us (it having 
been stated to be only five miles from 
Reduction,) and accordingly he halted 
there. In consequence ot this, I deter- 
mined, as lias appeared in evidence, to 
go forward on the morning of the 2d, 
and with part of General Craufurd's 
brigade, to reconnoitre the river and the 
bridge, which was reported to have bee* 
burned; while the navy landed provi- 
sions for the troops and also the pon- 
toons, if our reconnoissance should prove 
that they were necessary. Orders had 
been given as has appeared in evidence 
for that purpose. It lias also been proved, 
that the rainy period of the year was ap- 
proaching, or rather arrived. 1 will not 
call it the rainy season, as the rains, 
though frequent and heavy, are not so 
incessant as in the countries were tliey 
are so called. I was apprehensive ot' 
the health of the troops it too long ex- 
posed, and most anxious to arrive in 
the vicinity of Bui nos Ay res, where only 
I could pin them under cover. An old 
and experienced inhabitant, one of the 
only tluve we took on our march, 
had, as the court have heard stated h's 
opinion on the 1st before we readied Re- 
duction, that the rains were coming on, 
which would have swelled the river and 
possibly left \is no cho'u c but that of a 
direct attack at, or in the vicinity of the 
bridge, where the enemy would have 
had a most decided advantage from the 
nature of the ground and a numerous 
artillery ; and in the imprudence of whidi 
the Court have heaid it proved, every 
•fficerin the a/my coucuired. It ha* beeu 
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moved, that a heavy* rain commenced 
In the night. Apprehensive therefore 
©f the consequences of any delay, even 
of a day, at Reduction, though for im- 
portant objects, 1 determined to move 
to the left, and turn the head of the 
river, or cross some ford above the 
bridge; and early in the morning sent 
Lieutenant-colonel Bourke to General 
Gower with the orders which have been 
detailed from recollection by General 
Gower, Colonel Bourke, and Colonel 
Torrens, the latter of whom, from his 
very precise recollection of the very 
terms in which the order was written by 
Himself, will, J have no doubt, be consi- 
dered as giving the most accurate ac- 
count of them, if any thing turns upon 
the way in which they were worded. 

General Gower's answer was here 
read, in which he stated, that he should 
march at nine o'clock from the left, in- 
tending to occupy the high ground on 
that side the Chuelo ; and that he did 
so 4n consequence of not being able to 
find a practicable pass below the head of 
the river. 

The Court will see, that every doubt 
which might arise as to the nature of the 
orders carried by Colonel Bourke with 
respect to our route, is done away by 
this answer, which must be taken as im- 
pressing General Cower' s understanding 
of them at the time. He states, that he 
would keep the high ground on this side 
the Chuelo, until he could find a practi- 
cable ford or turn the head of the river ; 
and details his reasons for preferring this 
line of march, and most decidedly states, 
he would not even try the Passo Chico, 
and tli is determination was adopted after 
consulting with the guide in presence, 
as the Court have heard, of Colpnel 
Bourke. 

It has appeared, that immediately on 
the receipt of the -letter, I put the main 
body of the army in motion ; and I will 
prove, that in consequence of the letter 
and the information communicated by 
Colonel Bourke, I told the guide, who 
was with Colonel Bourke, to lead the 
column of march, and that he was not to 
cany us to the Passo Chico, but to the 
next practicable ford above it. An in- 
spection of the map, and the evidence 
which I will produce, will completely 
prove that if General Gower had not 



been led by some cause to alter his 
route, as expressed in his letter, we* 
should have drawn nearer together in the 
course of the day instead of separating. 
The Court will also recollect, that in 
conformity with this letter, the order of 
march was'immediatelv altered, and in- 
stead of moving by the rig ht as we had 
done before, when we followed the ad- 
vanced guard, we moved by the left. 

I will call Colonel Bourke who led 
the column of march that day, to prove, 
that so strong was his impresssion that 
the columns would close nearer and not 
separate from each other ; that when he 
saw General Gower marching in a direc- 
tion from us, he mentioned it to the 
guide, who assured him, that we should 
tollow in the same direction as soon as 
we crossed the Arrogan de Missiel ; and 
so little did he then suppose that the two 
divisions would separate, that he rested 
satisfied with this answer and did not 
even repeat the circumstance then to 
me, but made, as he has stated in his 
former evidence, an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to move in a direction rather more 
to the right, which was found impracti* 
cable, and we were obliged to cross the 
Arrogan de Missiel at the point to which 
the guide was leading us. 

It has been proved that Gen. Gower r 
at a particular part of the march, turned 
to the right, and, I think, that upon read- 
ing the above letter, looking at the map, 
and hearing the evidence of Colonel 
Bourke upon this subject, it will be im- 
possible to impute the separation of the 
division of the army to me. It has 
been asked whether any steps were 
taken to reconnoitre the river above the 
bridge, or the Passo Chico. 

I certainly had given no particular 
order for reporting on that day, nor 
taken any particular step for reconnoi- 
tring the river, nor could I conceive it 
necessary: 1 apprehend it to be the duty 
of an officer commanding an advanced 
division under such circumstances to re* 
port, and accordingly, I received, as 1 
nave stated, regular reports from General 
Gower on the 28th, 29th, and 30th of 
June, and two reports on the 1st July, 
though we met at some periods of each 
of those days he even reported particu- 
lar occurrences in the day, and seat 
sketches of his position* 
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He had also acted on the whole of 
the march as a reconnoitering divi- 
sion for the rest of the array, and was 
provided with troops adapted to that 
object. The river and passes were 
at too great a distance to justify send- 
ing forward any small body, and the 
-waiting the result of any such recon- 
noissance would have delayed our 
march, and the main object, that of 
crossing the river before the rain 
rendered it impracticable. 

Having from the motives before 
stated, abandoned the first plan of 
approaching the bridge, I was on this 
march of the 2d, placed in the same 
situation as on the preceding days, 
with the difference only, that both 
divisions- were making a flank move- 
ment by our left, but the effect was 
the same, for the advance was as be- 
fore, between me and the river, 
at about the same distance as the pre- 
ceding days, which distance, as I 
have shewn, would have been les- 
sened if General Gower had pursued 
(he route mentioned in his letter, 
and was therefore still acting as the 
reconnoitring body of the rest. And it 
^ ip obvious "that if General Grower had 
pursued the route mentioned in his 
letter, a prolongation of the march 
of each division on the line upon 
which . we first set oat, must have 
brought us in the course of the day, 
or at least before night, in communi- 
cation with each other, as we had 
been every preceding day, and we 
had not actually joined. I should have 
been within the reach of supporting 
his division, as I had stated it was 
my intention to do in my letter to 
General Grower, who, on one of the 
preceding days, halted, and'reported 
Spanish officers reconnoitring in his 
front as indicative of the possible pre- 
tence of the enemy, would have 
failed to pursue the same course when 
we approaches} the town, or at least 
if he had gone forward accoiding to 
the latitude given in his orders, and 
taking advantage of the panic of the 



enemy at our approach in such force 
towards the town, after crofting the 
river, had occupied the suburbs of 
the town without resistance, he would 
have reported the circumstance. 

On the supposition and the j>ossrbiUtT 
of the effect of the panic arising from 
our suddenly crossing the river and ai> 
riving unexpectedly before the town. 
and an apprehension of our imrae* 
ditately entering it, inducing a wish 
on the part of the enemy to suxren* 
der, I had authorized General Gower 
to summon the town before my arri- 
val with the main body, but that f 
meant to authorise him to separate 
from the main body isquite impossible* 
from the nature of the order, which 
was to feel his way across the river, 
that is, reconnoitre as he had done oa 
the march- of the preceding days fbc 
the main body, and in fact, using a 
term, implying more caution instead of 
less than on former days, that of feel* 
ing his way, and concluding with 
stating that I would support him, 
which is utterly inconsistent with the 
idea of separating ; and the court will 
find on referring to the evidence of 
General Gower and Colonel Torrent, 
that in these two particulars, of feel* 
ing his way across the river, and sup- 
port, they both agree, even as to the 
terms as well as the spirit of the order. 
If I have proved, I hope to the con* 
viction of the Court by these observa- 
tions, that I never intended that such 
a separation should take place, and 
I think it must be equally clear from 
General Gower* s letter to me, that I 
never contemplated the possibility of 
such a -separation taking place, and 
that I was not well pleased with it, I 
think the Court will have had good 
reason to believe, from the evidence* 
which has been given by General 
Gower himself. 

Let me ask 'the Court to whom 
this separation of the array is to be im- 
puted ? Am I to be charged with 
not taking precaution against this d*" 
, Bb 
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viation of march in General Gower ? 
On the contrary, was it not the duty 
of General Gower, if any circum- 
stances induced him to alter his route, 
to report it to me, and to halt until he 
made such a report, and received my 
orders, or at all events, to have ap- 
prised me of the alteration of his 
route, and his reasons for it. The 
Court will also recollect, that the 
alteration of route in General Gower, 
did not occur from ignorance on his 
part of the situation of the main body. 
For though we could not distinguish 
the advance from the Arrogande. 
Messeil, it is proved by General Gow- 
er and others, that he not only saw 
the main body on the march, but actu- 
ally saw - us when he arrived at the 
ford of Chueto. I marched, as I 
suppose, towards the same ford, not 
the Chuelo, which was expressly ex- 
cluded... He was on my right, while 
we were moving to the flank in 
my front as before. As soon as we 
arrived at the river, we pointed to- 
wards Buenos Ay res, in the same re- 
lative position thereto, as on the 
preceding days ; and it is impossible 
that he could have lost the main body, 
as he was between me and the river, 
unless he had deviated from the route 
stated in his letter, and turned short 
.to the right. 

It is most painful to me to have 
been obliged to enter into this detail, 
and make these observations. It is 
not my wish or inclination, and cer- 
tainly has not been my practice, to 
impute blame to others for the pur- 
pose of defending myself; but I stand 
charged with too heavy a responsibi- 
lity, to make it possible for me to 
ibrbear stating what is necessary for 
my defence, though in so doingj, 1 
may unfortunately call in question the 
conduct of others. 

I will proceed with the remainder 
of the march ,of that day. We crossed 
the Arrogan de Messeil, and ascended 
•the heights on the other £Jde> and 



there it was that we first discovered 
that we had lost all traces of General 
Gower, although our view from that 
ground was very extensive. It was 
now three, some of the witnesses say 
half after three»o r ciock ; approaching, 
therefore, at that season of the year, 
to the close of the evening. 
% We were still more than- six mile* 
from the river, and the range of 
view given by the ground, within 
which range we saw no trace of Ge- 
neral Gower, made it obvious that any 
attempt to ascertain his position in a 
country in which we could not move 
or send a party after the evening 
closed must be fruitless. It remained 
therefore, only to consider what was 
best to be done ; with reference to the 
main division, we could hardly hope 
ever to reach, much less pass the ri- 
ver that night j it is doubtful whether* 
by any exertion, we could even have, 
got near it j that evening we were in. 
the vicinity of some large farms, aft 
fording wood to dry the men and cook, 
their victuals, and a supply of cattle, 
and in a very extensive range of view, 
only one house in sight on our line of 
march at the distance of about a mile. 
The utmost distance we could have 
then marched, could only have brought 
us to the swampy, ground in the vi- 
cinity of the river without being able 
to ensure any accommodation to the 
troops. It was obvious that what- 
ever might be General Gower* s situa- 
tion, I could not hope to ascertain it 
that evening. While considering of 
the most eligible course to pursue, I 
was, as has been proved to the Court, 
joined by Sir Samuel Auchmuty from 
the rear, whose opinion immediately 
decided mine for halting that night. 

I had ordered Colonel Mahon to 
follow the main body, but the occur- 
rences of the day, and uncertainty of 
our route the next day, made me 
think it more adviseable to order him 
to halt at Reduction, until I had 
ascertained the situation of the adr 
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ranee and the best place for crossing 
the river. I have thus fully and 
candidly stated all the circumstances 
connected with the unfortunate sepa- 
ration of the army on the 3d, which 



shipping which had always been my 
object, but on the side opposite to the 
Plata, which position he had taken up 
immediately after the action of the 
2d 5 as I found him so posted, and he 



I must ever consider as the origin of had been in possession of the ground 

all my misfortunes. It has been ask- the day before, it was natural that 

ed whether the whole army might not I should ask whether he formed any 

have arrived in the suburbs of Buenos idea about the attack Of the town ; 

Ayres on the 2d, from Reduction, and and the plan ultimately adopted was 

■some officers have given it as their presented to me, a circumstance 

opinion that it might, but when the proved not from any question of mine, 

Court advert to the circumstances of for I should certainly not have per- 

-the march of General Gower's divi- mitted myself to have alluded to Ge- 

sion, which was completely a forced neral Gower's having any such share 

one, and in .which the guns were left, in it, but arising out of questions 

the latter part of the march, near the from the Court to General Gower, 

river, that from the way in which and details of the other witnesses. I 

the march bad been pushed, the light arrived at the Coral de Miserare, about 



battalion and rifle corps were com- 
pletely exhausted, that General Lum- 
ley's brigade were still more so 5 and 
that they did hot reach the suburbs un- 
til dark, and General Gower's corps 
moved from a front three miles in ad- 



three o'clock, and upon this plan be- 
ing proposed to me, spent the rest of 
the evening in considering it, and ex- 
amining some persons supposed to be 
capable of giving us correct informa- 
tion as to the state of the town, and 



vance of Reduction -, I trust it will, finally determined to adopt it, intend- 
even now appear very doubtful whe- ing then that it should be carried into 
ther the. bringing the whole army on execution the next morning. The 
the 2d into the suburbs of Buenos Court have heard some of the Gene- 
Ayres could have been accomplished, ral's reasons which operated upon my 
In what way it was accomplished by mind to induce me to adopt it in the 
one corps, theGourt has seenj and I have second letter which was read at the 
stated fully why it was not attempted commencement of the evidence for 
by the main body. 1 rely upon the the prosecution, and to which letter 
candour of the Honourable Members I beg permission to refer to the Court, 
of the Court upon this subject, satis- and request their attention to it, as I 
fied that they will in this, as well as cannot but think that the publication 
in every other instance, form their of it, or at least extracts from it with 



judgment upon the information I pos- 
sessed, and the impressions which I 
might fairly and naturally entertain 
at the time from the existing circum- 
stances, and not judge me by the event 
or any consequences which ensued. I 
will now proceed to the plan of, and 
preparation for the attack. 

On my joining General Gower on 
the 3d, I found him not in the posi- 
tion to which he had been directed to 
proceed, namely, the westward sub- 



the other, would have obviated 
many of the remarks which have been 
made upon this transaction]; but it is 
proper now that I should rather more 
particularly detail the motives which 
induced me to adopt the plan instead 
of pursuing fny original intention of 
putting my left upon the Plata, landing 
the heavy artillery, stores, and provi- 
sions, and attacking the town from 
that side. There appeared to be three 
modes of a tacking the town, by cut- 



wrbs, so as to communicate with the ting off its supplies : bombardment* 
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battery and assault. The first, not T town, at least no great effect of that 
withstanding .the opinions which sort, which is generally the most ef- 
bad been, given upon that subject, I fectual consequence of a bombard- 
ed not think practicable at the time, ment, would have resulted from it; 
nor do I now, and I think the very the effect even of our heaviest guns 
distinct and forcible reasons given by (twenty-four pounders), which had 
Colonel Bourke upon that subject, been tried at Monte Video, upon the 
must have satisfied the Court upon houses, had shewn that even batte- 
that point j but independent of the ries would not have the same effect 
circumstances stated by Colonel as upon other towns, and therefore 
Bourke, it is obvious, that it would might be slow in their operation, and 
Ijave occupied longer time, been at* the vicinity of the town afforded no 
tended with more exposure of the commanding position, for the Toros 
troops to weather, created greater dif- and Resjdencia, though eligible as 
ficulties with respect to supply of posts to attack from, were not corn- 
provisions, and engaged them in a manding positions from which the 
more harassing duty than any other centre of the body of the town could 
from the superiority of the enemy in be annoyed 5 and In addition to all 
that sort of irregular force, which these reasons, that mode of attack, 
though unable to meet -us in the field, if successful, must be attended with 
would have kept the troops from their great destruction to the -property as 
number and perseverance, of which well as lives of the inhabitants, and 
me had abundant proofs, constantly therefore objectionable, as tending to 
annoyed, all which were very powerful increase the hostility of the inhabi- 
cbjections at that period of the year, tants towards us, which was the most 
When all these circumstances are con- important of • all considerations to 
sidered, it will hardly be said that I which I had to -attend with reference 
"was guUty even of an error in judg- either to the letter or spirit of my in- 
xnent in laying aside all thoughts of st ructions, the objects in view not 
that mode of attack; the next waj only of the government of thiscoun- 
certainly the most natural and ob- try, but of the country itself; as it 
vious course to pursue, and was there- was- obvious, that unless that hostility 
lore that to which my views had al- could in some degree be lessened, no 
ways been directed, but it was alsor force which this country could spare 
open to many objections ; the land* for so distant an object, could procure, 
ing of the heavy guns and stores, and or at least maintain any footing which 
erecting batteries, and the difficulty, would. be. valuable either ki apolitical 
from the weather which has been de-» or commercial point of view.* 
scribed by Admiral Murray, occa- To the last mode, that of assault, there 
ftonal interruption of communication did not appear then, nor have 1 heard 
with the fleet, and the continued ex* stated or given in evidence any 00- 
posure of the men at that time of the jection but that of the possibility of 
year, in addition to which the nature its failure, for in its effects, if it did 
of the town and the construction of succeed,- it. does not seem difficult to 
the buildings, were such as to obviate prove, that it was much preferable to 
many, of the most powerful and rapid the second. Presuming it, for the sake 
effects of such a mode of attack. All ofithe argument, to be successful, it 
who have given evidence concur in was obviously preferable so far as the 
.opinion, that it would have been very troops were concerned j for though it 
difficult, if not impossible, to burn the might be attended with some loss, it 
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would> tho moment it succeeded, 
afford the means of comfortable ac- 
commodation, and prevent all the 
losses and diminution from the effec- 
tive strength of the army by sickness, 
fatigue and protracted operations 
at that season of the year. I knew 
that the inhabitants would in some 
measure assist in the defence, and 
from the nature of the construction of 
the squares of houses and their flat 
roofs, was aware that tbey would 
be occupied ; but from all the infor- 
mation I obtained from those imme- 
diately with the army, and the pri- 
soners, two Spanish officers, examin- 
ed, as the Court have heard, on the 
morning of the 4 th, I was led to sup- 
pose, that the Spanish troops would 
act in die streets, as had been deter- 
mined by Liniers, in moveable co- 
lumns, and behind such traverses- and 
defences as they could erect in the 
vicinity of the fort and great square 
in the centre of the town. An attack, 
therefore, which brought us in con- 
tact immediately with the Spanish 
troops would necessarily be the least 
annoying of all others to the inhabi- 
tants. 

The capture of the place would in 
that case have been the consequence 
of the defeat aud slaughter only of 
the soldiers with whom the contest 
would have been. In the other it 
would have arisen from the protracted 
hardships and the destruction of the 
property and lives of the inhabitants. 

It must be admitted, that in an as- 
sault with any troops, however well 
disciplined, some injury would be 
done to the inhabitants ; but it can- 
not be contended, that in a well regu- 
lated army such injuries could bear 
any, the most distant, proportion to 
those which would arise from bom- 
bardment. With reference, there- 
£>re, either to the army or the town, 
1- still think that it had the preference 
over the other plan, presuming, as I 
said before, upon k* success ; upon 



which I will therefore make a few 
observations, considering it, as the 
honourable members of the Court 
will do hereafter, with reference to 
the fair probabilities at the time when 
it was adopted, and not according to 
the unfortunate result. 

The first point to consider in that 
view was the probable resistance^ and 
next the mode* of attack best adapted 
to overcome that resistance. I have 
before stated, (hat it was understood 
the tops of the houses would be occu- 
pied, and from the known hostility 
of the inhabitants, it was supposed 
that many of them would take psth in 
the defence, and that their post would 
be on the roofs of the houses, while 
die Spanish troops offered a resistance 
in the streets, and defended the fort 
and such defences, as they might have 
prepared in die streets of the. town. 
We therefore looked for a vigorous 
resistance ; but I will ask the Court 
and every individual member of it, 
whether from any experience in mo- 
dern times, from any thing handed 
down to us in military history, since 
the modern system of warfare, and 
the use of fire arms has prevailed, or 
even from any information we had 
received, or observation we had made, 
as to the hostility of the inhabitants, * 
if any thing but the actual result could 
have led us to form a just estimate of 
the resihtauce made. Thousands of in- 
stances might be mentioned in which 
a certain proportion of a young ;md ac- 
tive population have increased the 
strength of a defending army > but the 
general population has always imped- 
ed, instead of assisting the efforts of 
the defending army ; not one can, I 
will venture to say, be produced, in 
which it is no exaggeration to say, 
that every male inhabitant, whether 
free or slave, fought with a resolution 
and perseverance, which could not 
have been expected, even from the 
enthusiasm of religion and national 
prejudice, or the most inveterate aud 
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implacable hostility. I am ready to 
confess, that I had not contemplated 
the possibility of such a resistance so 
conducted by the whole population, 
nor do I believe it was supposed or 
foreseen by others. I will not resort 
to any of the common -place observa- 
tions, however forcible their applica- 
tion might be upon opinions formed 
after the result, but whatever shades 
of difference of opinion there might 
have been among the general officers 
or those commanding in the attack, 
or those more immediately about 
myself, and to whom the details were 
given the preceding day. as to the 
plan, compared with other modes of 
attack, I think I may assume, from 
what passed on the 4th, and the evi- 
dence which has been given, that no 
one contemplated the resistance we 
encountered, or the consequences 
which ensued, or in fact the failure of 
the attack, whether the general officers 
attending considered themselves con- 
sulted or not, and whether, under the 
circumstances in which they were 
called together, and my observations 
as to feeling myself compelled to 
adopt it, from circumstances against 
my judgment, and the discussion 
which afterwards took place, at the 
alteration of the attack, and General 
Lumley's questions on the subject of 
the plan, and tin* explanation by 
General Grower at the table, of the 
details, by referring to the map, as is 
described in the evidence $ they 
either ought, or were at liberty to 
have stated any strong feeling they 
might have upon the subject, is not 
for me to determine j but I think it 
is clear, that any general officer who 
bad contemplated such a result would 
either publicly or privately have sub- 
mitted his .opinion to me. No such 
was given me, either directly or indi- 
rectly ; for the Court will see, upon 
an accurate examination even of Co- 
lonel Pack's evidence, that I could not 
collect, even from what was stated 



between him and me, that he 
thought unfavourably of the plan, as 
his objections were confined to a want 
of some implements for breaking 
open the houses, for which I ordered 
every possible search to be made. 
Having stated thus fully the nature of 
the expectation I might probably en- 
tertain at the time of the resistance/to 
be expected, I come now to the mode 
of attack. The object was to pass 
through the town as rapidly as possi- 
ble so as to come in contact with the 
Spanish soldiers, considering the in- 
habitants as less an object of atten- 
tion. 

The plan embraced their centre de- 
fences, the columns were not to perse- 
pere in spite of all obstacles on their 
particular line of attack, but to di- 
verge to the Hanks so as to gain posi- 
tions, or rather the houses next the 
river, so as to occupy two lines of 
flank position, as near to the main 
defences of the enemy as the troops 
could establish themselves : this is 
obvious from the orders themselves 5 
the distribution of the troops, which 
were divided so as to occupy all but 
the three centre streets, and the an- 
swer given to General Lumley's ques- 
tion at the meeting of all the officers. 

I particularly request the attention 
of the Court to this, because it will 
be seen that the most fatal conse- 
quences, if not the whole of the un- 
fortunate result of that day, arose 
from a neglect of their orders by the. 
columns, in which strict attention to 
them was most important. 

The men were to enter unloaded, 
and proceed as rapidly as possible, and 
not to fire on any account, and this is 
stated pointedly in one of the charges 
as an offence \ I hardly know whe- 
ther it is necessary to defend myself 
on this head. It is a point, as, a gene- 
ral military one upon which differences 
of opinions may^and do exist.. . The 
Court has seen that different opinions 
have been entertained by th« wiw 
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pesaas ; ^ but one of the witnesses, Sir 
S. Auchmuty, who gives his opinion 
in favour of entering the town un- 
loaded, has stated a fact, not in sup- 
port of that bpinion, but incidentally 
confirms the propriety of it, namely, 
that the danger of the head of his co- 
lumn was increased by the firing of 
his own column from the rear. The 
reasons for the order in this instance 
were, that the fire could be of no use 
against the people on the roofs of the 
houses, who were behind parapets, 
and completely concealed, except at 
the moment of firing, and the main 
object, therefore, was to pass on as 
rapidly as possible, until the columns 
encountered those of the enemy, and 
neither to run the hazard of any delay 
from the men using their fire, which 
is difficult to prevent, or of any 
mischief arising from the columns 
crossing before it was sufficient- 
ly light to distinguish each other. 
I cannot, therefore, take blame to 
myself for this order, and should not 
have adverted to it at all if it had not 
been so pointedly mentioned in the 
charge. I have stated the motives 
which led me to adopt the plan of at- 
tack, to which, after the evidence 
which has been given, I may now be 
allowed to add one which, in a case 
of this sort, might, I trust fairly, and 
actually did operate upon my mind, 
that of its being approved by an officer 
whose opinion could not but be en- 
titled to weight. 

The hext point to which I will 
advert, is, that of the orders given 
upon the subject of the situation in 
which I was to be found for the pur- 
pose of receiving reports, and whether 
that was communicated to the gene- 
rals and officers commanding, and the 
directions, that after occupying the 
line of attack> if they gained their 
point, they should wait' for further 
orders. In explaining this, I must 
further observe, that no particular 
situation was assigned in orders from 



myself and the second in command, 
that the head-quarters were not 
changed, and that the reserve wds 
in the orders posted about 500 or (too 
yards in front of head-quarters uporr 
an open space, which must be'crossed 
by any person going to head-quarters, 
and that the natural point to which 
all reports would be sent, as I was not 
stated in orders to be with either of 
the columns of attack. I trust I shall 
not be thought capable of acting sot 
unworthy a part, as that of exoner- 
ating myself by throwing blame upon 
others j I have acted upon a very dif- 
ferent principle since my return. 
Whatever I have felt of thought as to 
the execution of any parts of the at- 
tack, I have steadily refused to listen 
to any suggestion of defending my- 
self by involving others,, but in cases 
where I am bound to account for mv 
conduct, but cannot do so but by stat-» 
ing that which has a tendency to im- 
pute blame to others. 1 trust I shall 
not be accused of deviating from the 
line of conduct I have adopted, in 
stating either the motive which ope- 
rated upon me either to act iri afly 
particular manner, or which occa- 
sioned my neglecting some details,- 
which, in strictness, it might be my 
duty to see attended to. With refer- 
ence to these details, I can with truth 
state, that having adopted the plan of 
another, I should not have thought 
it fair or proper towards him, after 
having approved of it with a very 
little alteration, to which it is not my 
intention to allude, not to permit 
him to take a principal share in that 
which he had suggested, and which, 
from presenting it in such detail, lie 
of course had fully considered. Ac- 
cordingly the Court has heard, that 
when the officers were assembled, I 
stated in a few words my motives for 
adopting the plan of assault, and re- 
ferred them to General Gower for the 
details, and that the officers accord- 
ingly surrounded his table upo& 
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which he hnd got the map, and until strong hedgw, which intercepted aH 
long after my arrival in England I had .view whatever. There were no po- 
ol ways understood that General sitions to reconnoitre, no ground to 
Gower's reason for advising me to examine with a vi^w to the dbposi- 
atay in the centre instead of taking the tion of our own force, or attacking 
left with Sir S. Auchmuty, and giy- that of the entmy. 
ing him the right, according to my I could find no point te which I 
original intention, (and which I could could have gone with any force to 
have proved, if, after the evidence of have reconnoitered any part of the 
Sir S. Auchmuty and others as to the line of attack, or could have seen 
propriety of taking a central position, more than could have heen ascertatn- 
it was necessary) was, that I might ed from an army stationed along the 
receive the reports of the generals, New Road about London, to occupy 
which I always understood and con- the streets running parallel to the ri- 
reived hnd with our position been ex- ver Thames, which familiar description 
plained to them upon the map on the 1 refer to, merely because with this 
4th ; upon this subject t lie re seems to difference only, that the country at 
have been some fatal misunderstand- Buenos Ayres was more level, and 
ing. I certainly expected these re- intersected by high and stony fences, 
ports, in the full belief, that they totally intercepting the view, will af- 
had been otdered, and the place point- ford the best description of oar situs* 
ed out to which they were to be tion. J have now stated at length all 
sent. the motives by which I was led to 
Another point remains for me to adopt this plan, and I believe corn- 
notice up to the evening of the 4th, meoted upon all the points, necessary 
that of not having reconnoitered the for me to observe upon, up to the 
town : upon this 1 can only state can- evening of the 4th, and will proceed 
dtdly and fairly, that the nature of the in the older of events to the day of 
attack did not seem to me to render it attack. 

necessary .no to do, as no one object In commenting upon the events of 

was to be ga'ned, and no alteration this day, which the pm a cco tor has ia 

either ia the details or execution of a question to oneof the witnesses, (a 

the plan, could arise from any recon- singular and nnmmfl period for the in- 

noissanoe I could have made. The traduction of a phrase implying sa 

only open spot from which any thing strong a comment) called eartraonfi- 

couk? be ?een. va> the place where I nary, I must earnestly request the 

actually was ; tSe *.t:.-ck was tountied Conn a cc u rately to examine the eri- 

upon a plan of the io«n. anu the in- dence ns applied to the situation in 

formation of t K .c.>e who were *c- which I actual!? was at the time, and 



quaintcd \* :h it. No situation ehher in which I might, under all the cir- 
ro the right or >*t, or in any direction cuxnstances, and actoaUy did suppose 



:n tact, pot or.V or. sry part of our the attacking ookamus u> he; and aba 

line, but £t «-.y ois-^ikv rro.r: any of that which is founded upon the un- 

onr fc;.ks coujd j.rr'ord any fen her forronate result, and what ought to 

*few hat ot" The h* .:<e> in- r.xvii*?e'y have beet my conduct, had I known, 

antMnte Wih the csraens *rw or.h- or even suspect^ the situation of 

laws. Tim I ccmld ^e. ar»d w Tar a< $-»mt «af the attacking eohann. On 



e»«tt oi view was perceived, the morning of die 5th I 

m-as rhe **r.> srvx in wh vh to rh? cenrre, io the ground occupied 

was nm tended ry ;he hy • he a nilierr. and the attacks com* 

« leaUN&nd hossetor saeaccdas the' coast harebeanlbeJbie 



BtFBKCft. 



193 



out day break. I naturally wait- 
ortie time expecting to receive 
•ts 3 before nine o'clock I ordered 
carbineers and part of the dis- 
ited 9th light dragoons, about 
men, to proceed with two guns 

their advanced position in the 
i down the center streets, hoping 
lis movement to produce a diver- 

ih favour of the attacking co- 
is, and enable them to open a 
nunkation from one or other of 
enters attacked. Before their le- 

I had dispatched Captain Forster, 
of my aid-de-camps to endea- 
to procure intelligence ; my staff 
employed in various directions, 

avouring to ascertain what was 
esultof the attacks, and upon the 
n of the carbineers, about half 
ten, after their repulse, and their 
g up a position in the town in 
ice of the one they had at first 
pied, I again repeatedly dispatch- 
aptain Forster, an officer of long 
ce and experience into the town, 
directions to endeavour to as- 
in the situation of the attacks, 
>pen a communication with either 
s, anxiously and momentarily 
cting in the mean time, some 
ants from some of those columns, 
certainly never entertaining the 
test apprehension of what had ac- 
y taken place on two points of the 
k, or the danger which threa- 
i another. It is not my in- 
on to enter into any detailed coni- 
ts upon all the attacks, but I must 
est the very serious and par- 
ar attention of the Court to 
5 observations upon the most 
)rtant of them, and, must also 

II to their recollection some 
tral observations upon the nature 
plan of the attack, and the orders 
t, with the explanation given by 
eral Gower, in answer to Gene- 
Lumley's questions. I anxiously 
est the attention of the Court to 
part of the case, not only because 
moat important indeed, almost the 



only really important point of the 
case for your consideration in a mili- 
tary point of view, but also as it most 
deeply affects my character as an of- 
ficer, and from implied and distant in- 
sinuation in the charge, conveyed un- 
der the words personal exertion which 
has been so often repeated and some- 
times with particular emphasis in the 
course of the trial, still more, if pos- 
sible, affects my personal character 
and conduct. I also request the par- 
ticular attention of the Court to it, 
because I think I shall clearly esta- 
blish that the charge preferred against 
me of not co-operating with, or sup- 
porting the different divisions engaged, 
and the consequences stated in the 
charge of their surrendering for want 
of such aid and support is completely 
founded on a misconception of the 
nature of the case, and of the plan of 
attack, and of the relative situations 
of myself as commander in chief, and 
the officers leading the different co- 
lumns, that the third charge is com- 
pletely founded oh a false assumption 
of that which had no existence, and 
is not applicable to the nature of, end 
that it falls short in not stating the 
only circumstances upon which such 
a charge, with reference to the na- 
ture of die assault on the town, and 
object of it, could be founded ; this 
view of the case, which I feel satis- 
fied, I shall shew to the Court to be 
the only just and proper one, it is ob- 
vious from the course of examination, 
has never orlce occurred to the pro- 
secutorj it certainly did not occur to 
him when the charges were prefer- 
red against me, or they would have 
been differently framed j and I think 
that the Court will see, that it has 
not occurred to him since; in order 
to explain this mode of considering 
the case, I must call the attention of 
the Court to the nature and arrange- 
ment of the plan. The plan as the 
Court will have seen was to refuse the 
center, and the directions therefore 
were not to persevere in spite of ob- 
Cc 
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stacles, but to pursue the main ob- 
ject, that of getting to the viciuity of 
the river, or as far in advance towards 
it as possible ; the columns of the 
left wing, therefore were, in case of 
meeting with obstacles to take the 
next practicable streets to the left of 
those in which they met with obsta- 
cles, and the columns of the right 
wing, the streets to the right, the 
effect of which necessarily was to 
avoid attacking the center and main 
defences, if they presented formida- 
ble obstacles to our advance, and to 
establish a line of stations on the 
houses or commanding buildings near 
the river on the flanks of the main 
defences of the enemy, which stations 
would, if the orders had been pur- 
sued, have occupied the town on 
each flank of the defences of the 
enemy > approaching near, or being 
further from the center in proportion 
as any obstacles in the streets might 
make it necessary to diverge towards 
the flanks, and their attacks must ne- 
cessarily have communicated with and 
supported each other. 

The Court will observe by refer- 
ring to the orders, that four regiments 
on the left, under Sir S. Achmuty 
and General Lumley : namely, the 
•7th, 5th, 36th, and 88th, were di- 
vided into wings, constituting there- 
fore eight different columns of attack, 
exclusive of the 38th which was to 
attack the Toros from the rear, and 
the brigade under General Craufurd, 
and the 45th under Colonel Guard, 
were divided, as the Court have heard, 
into Ave columns of attack, and if 
the Court will refer to the plan of the 
town, they will And, that with the 
•exception of the two streets to the 
right and left of the centre of the 
square of Buenos Ayres, which were 
lefosed, all the streets were occupied 
i>y our column. The orders distinctly 
rate that each division was to go, if 
possible (which term was explained, 
at has been stated in the answer to 



General Lumley *s question), straight 
down the street, until it arrived at the 
last square of houses, near the river 
Plata of which they were to possess 
themselves, and on the tops of which 
they were to form. The Court will 
recollect that the sides of the squares 
of houses are 140 yards, and it is 
therefore obvious, that if the build- 
ings and houses had been occupied 
according to orders, the different di- 
visions would have been, not only 
within reach of communication and 
support, but actually in contact with 
each other : it is perfectly clear, there- 
fore, that they were to look to each 
other for co-operation and support. 

I /it me now consider the supposi- 
tion, or rather assumption in the 
third charge, that the different divi- 
sions engaged in the attack were to 
look to the centre or the reserve for 
co-operation and support; for upon 
this assumption, the charge and al- 
most all the evidence is founded. If 
this assumption is not warranted ei- 
ther by the orders or the circum- 
stances, the third charge is stated as 
I have before suggested on a complete 
misconception of the case. To ascer- 
tain this point, I request, the Court's 
attention to the distribution of the force 
under my command, and the com- 
parative strength and relative position 
of the different divisions both of attack 
and iu the centre and in the reserve, 
there were 14 divisions of attack, the 
38th regiment entire, the others con- 
sisting of wings of regiments includ- 
ing (-with the exception of a company 
of the 88th left at head quarters to 
guard the liospital and prisoners) all 
the infantry of the army. In the ceo* 
ter advanced into the town, were the 
carabineers and part of the gth light 
dragoons consisting of about 600 men, 
250 carabineers armed with the old 
carbines with myself at the Coral, 
consisting of the reserve, and with the 
artillery loo of the dismounted gth 
light dragoons and about 3d of the 
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i light dragoons mounted. Was 
asible with this force to have co- 
ated with or supported all the at- 
s ? could it have been divided so 
> have supported with any effect 
i wing ? Cpuld it in fact if di- 
A, or even if united,* have effec- 
y co-operated with or supported 
ny attack through the town, the 
:k made by the carabineers and 
light dragoons from the centre ? 
Id any otthe officers commanding 
ions of the attack, looked at the 
re, and seeing the distribution of 
force, have at all looked to the 
re or reserve for support ? was it 
>bvious that he moved and acted 
jghout the attack in immediate 
munication with others, and that 
>bject was to form a connected 
of stations on the houses and 
Rngs near the Plata, mutually 
nunicating with and supporting 
other? 

will now proceed to apply the 
rvations to the divisions which 
sndered, and whose surrender for 
: of aid and support is imputed to 
is a crime, with what justice will 
>r the Court hereafter to deter- 






ae Court will find it proved by 
evidence of Lieutenant-colonel 
* and N of Major Vandeleur. that 
with the respective wings of the 
turned to their right instead of 
as had been particularly ordered, 
strange as it may appear, they will 
see from the evidence of Lieuie- 
rcolonels Pack and Cadogan and 
adier-general Craufurd, that each 
heir divisions turned to the left 
•ad of the right, and it is not a 
s remarkable that it was not until 
bad so deviated, that they en- 
ltered the formidable opposition 
:h has been described, or sustained 
serious loss, and it is obvious that 
lis deviation from the intention 
spirit of the orders, as explained in 
ence of the officers, in answer Xq 



General Lumley's question, that the 
corps of Lieutenant-colonel Duff and 
Major Vandeleur, and also that of 
Colonel Cadogan lost the support of 
the columns on their flank and became 
entangled in the obstacles they were 
desired to avoid, were ultimately 
obliged to surrender. It is also ne- 
cessary that the Court should observe, 
that those corps of the left wing 
which 'made no such deviation, pre- 
served their connection with each 
other, and ultimately finding the ob- 
stacles so formidable and the resist* 
ance so much greater than had been 
foreseen, they retired to the left flank 
and took post at the Toros. With re- 
spect to the 88th, it seems difficult to 
find any reason for this deviation, no 
express object is stated ; but Colonels 
Pack and Cadogan both state that, 
having found no opposition as they 
proceeded until they came within sight 
of the river, they turned to look for 
the enemy, this is the expression 
of one of them, moving directly on 
towards the great square, which it 
never was intended they should ap- 
proach ; and in this attempt they suf- 
fered this dreadful loss which has been 
stated ; but even then, although they 
must have considered themselves as 
having encountered an obstacle against 
which it was impossibleto hope to be 
able to persevere with any chance of 
success :' instead of moving towards 
the right, according *o the answer 
publicly given to General Lumley, 
they persevered and fell a sacrifice. ' 
Having applied these observations ge- 
nerally to Colonel Cadogan, as well 
as Colonel Pack and General Crau- 
furd, I think it but justice to remark 
that Colonel Cadogan, in the first 
instance, and Colonel Pack after- 
wards, must be considered as acting 
under superior orders, and the perse- 
vering resolution and gallantry with 
which Colonel Cadogan held out until 
he was compelled by overpowering 
numbers to surrender, must for ev«? 
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prevent the misfortunes of that day, in retiring from the centre, have ap« 
. from producing any recollection as proached more towards Ae Residencia, 
6r 4s he was concerned, but such as pushing General Craufurd's also to 
must be gratifying to a soldier. Ge- tiie right, and placing the several 
rjer^l Craufurd also expressly 6tates, corps iu such relative positions as must 
that upon arriving at the bank of the necessarily have produced the effect 
flata and opening the bastipn of the intended by the plan and orders of 
fort, he turned to the left instead of their communicating and co-operating 
the right, and when he had so done, with, and supporting each other, 
instead of occupying buildings or the which would have secqred at any 
toffs of houses along the line of the time a retreat upon the- Regidencia. 
river, which would have connected Instead of pursuing, in this respect, 
him with the Reaidencia, and enabled the spirit of the orders to the letter of 
him any time to communicate or re- them, still less the explanation of 
treat, more particularly if the divi- them by General Gower, Brigadier- 
sions under Cols. Cadogan and Pack, general Craufurd throws himself into 
had also occupied buildings on the isamc a post close to the defences of the 
line, he throws not only his own divi- enemy, waiting, as he says, for sup-i 
sioh, but that of Col. Guard's, and part port. In what part of the orders is it 
of Colonel Pack's into one building, to be found that such support was to 
and there remain to wait for support, be given ? From what part of then* 
Let rne now ask the Court to examine was it to be presumed that it wis 
the evidence, and see on \yhat ground promised, or was to be expected, or 
it was that he was led to pursue this could be given ? I admit that if I 
course I Did it originate either in the knew it was in danger, upon which I 
letter or spirit of the orders ? On the will observe hereafter, that vhateves 
contrary, was it not a direct deviation might harve been the original plan, 
from both ? On arriving at the banks or whether that danger had originated 
#f the Plata, he moves to the left, in a mistake of orders or not, I ad- 
unites the detachment of the other di- roit most fully that it wqoW have 
vision with his own, and throws the been my duty to have moved with 
wjbple into one building, instead of every man I could collect to his sop? 
7 peeping the divisions separate, and ac- port ; but the real question is, whe- 
oording to the orders, occupying the tber it was my duty to have known 
woip ojf the houses or buildings, near that he had, contrary to the orders, of 
ike Plata. I must also request the was compelled by circumstances so 
Court to observe,, that this building to act and taken such a post. When 
\vas deliberately occupied, not under I state so shortly those deviations 
the fire of the enemy, and as an imme- from orders, I beg I may not be sup* 
diate protection to the troops, as was posed by the Court to insist that Ge- 
tfce case in one or two other instances, neral Craufurd was not justified in 
but was taken possession of as a post deviating from the orders. The re? 
to maintain. Part of the 45 th, as the sistance offered in that flank may have 
Court has heard, went to the Resi- made it impracticable tp carry them 
dencia, though Colonel Guard came into execution, and he might exer- 
back with a strong company, and may cise a grand military discretion in.oc- 
thecefore be fairly considered as bring- cupying a post as near to the centre 
ing a column for one of the streets, defence of the enemy for the pur? 
and if the order had been pursued, of pose of attracting the attention of a 
retiring from the obstacles. Colonel part of the enemy's force, but ought 
Pack's and Cadpgan's divisions would, he not, when be occupied this place 
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to have immediately ascertained what 
were hit means either of maintaining 
it or retreating from it, and when he 
found, as of course he must, that it 
was not tenable for any length of time, 
and that the entrance was too nar- 
row to admit of forciug a retreat, if the 
enemy collected and surrounded him, 
to have reported to me this unavoid- 
able deviation from orders, and his 
paribus situation j or ought he not 
then, if he could not make such 
communication, though it is obvious 
that foe some hours after entering it 
he could by means, even of Co- 
lonel Guard's detachment, who had 
to gallantry and judiciously, after 
having occupied his own positions 
moved to support the other division, 
in that flank, We much more easily 
opened a communication with me 
than I could with him } and if he 
had found that such communication 
could not be opened, and he had no 
means- of apprising me of his situa- 
tion, ought he not then to have se« 
cored the means of retreat ? I have, 
as the Court has observed, forborne 
to make a single observation upon the 
practicability of maintaining the post, 
as General Craufurd stated, that it 
will be probably the subject of ano- 
ther enquiry on the same ground. I 
have not attempted to go into any 
examination of that part of the case, 
toy observations arise out of the evi- 
dence given by General Craufurd 
himself, and the application of that 
evidence to orders, and I earnestly 
entreat the attention of the Court to 
these observations, as constituting the 
real point for their deliberation with 
reference to the great features of the 
third charge^ for, however a false 
confidence as to the success of the at- 
tacks, or a momentary expectation of 
receiving reports, may have led me to 
permit yery precious time to elapse 
before I took steps to communicate 
with the flanks (for with no other 
part could I, as I will she\y here- 



after, have communicated) oh finding 
that no reports arrived, it cannot be 
imputed to me as a crime, that I did 
not either personally or otherwise 
support the different divisions engaged 
in the attack, and thereby pcrroifted 
them to surrender, unless it can be 
shewn that I had promised support 
and failed to give it j that the plan 
was founded upon it, and I neglected 
to perform any part in the plan $ or 
that I knew it was wanted, and omit* 
ted either personally or otherwise, to 
afford it ; or that I necessarily ought 
to have known it, and failed in pro- 
per exertion either to give or send it, 

I will now return to the centre, and 
will request the Court to advert to the 
number and description of force I 
had with me, as a complete proof 
that the plan was not formed, nor 
could by any person who knew the 
details of the army, and the strength 
of the corps of which it consisted, 
be supposed to be founded upon any 
principle of co-operation, or support 
from the centre. The centre was 
occupied by the least effective troops 
in the army, and the force left there 
could hardly be considered as more 
than equal to ensure the safety of the 
guns, the hospital and prisoners, and 
to oppose a resistance to any attempt 
of the enemy to force their way out 
of the centre of the town, in conse- 
quence of the flank attacks, which, an 
Captain Fraser has stated, we appre- 
hended would be the probable effect 
of those attacks. Consider this in 
another point of view. If the flowei 
of the army, penetrating in parallel 
lines, in streets only 140 yards frora 
each other, and therefore mutually 
within the reach of supporting each 
other, could not maintain this ground, 
or make any impression which was to 
be expected from the whole dispos- 
able force of the centre, and witn the 
150 men at the Coral, and about 
550 or 600 advanced in the centre 
oi the town ; even if I had consider* 
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ed the latter as disposeable, for it is misrepresenting any facts, to '. hare 
impossible to reckon the several avoided giving, at the commence* 
scattered detachments extending along ment of his evidence, so strong a proof 
the whole line at distant intervals, of personal feeling upon the subject 5 
and not even in sight, or returned to and that containing a charge so in* 
the adjutant-general on that day as jurious, and, as I trust, I shall prove 
disposable : men, it is clear, that the to the Court so unfounded. I am 
columns of attack would have less proud to feel and know that I have 
difficulty in communicating and re- not deserved it \ for whatever I may 
porting to me, than I should have in' now have been compelled by the at- 
tending to them. These corps were tempt to impeach my character, to 
stronger, particularly General Crau- state in my defence, and whatever I 
ford's, which consisted of the best may have felt upon this subject, im- 
troops in the army. They had also mediately after the transaction, I have 
passed over, and knew the ground, most cautiously abstained, upon prin- 
and General Craufurd had with him ciples both of honour and feeling, 
en experienced officer, well acquaint- from attempting to exculpate myself 
ed with the whole town. General at the expence of others, though I 
Gower states, and I certainly consi- am well aware that I might, by to 
dered that all the brigadiers knew doing, have had no difficulty at least 
where I was stationed, and that they to divert much of the popular da- 
were to report. General Craufurd, roour which has been directed against 
at nil events, is proved, by his own myself, a sentiment I have airways 
evidence, to have known where I disdained to entertain or act upon, 
was, and upon such an extraordinary To return, however* from the di- 
deviation from the plan of attack, and gression which I hope the Court will 
occupying a post which was not tena- forgive, and attribute to the. feelings 
, We, precluding a retreat; ought he which could not but be excited hy the 
not to have immediately communi- occasion. 

cated his situation to me, and asked The Court has heard that after the 

for support or orders. If I then re- unsuccessful attempts of the 9th light 

fused or neglected to send it, if I had dragoons and the carabineers, and 

not then instantly put myself at the afterwards of Captain Foster, either 

bead of every man I could collect, to open a communication, or ascertain 

and attempted, at the expence of any the situation of the attacking columns, 

sacrifice, to give him support, the that a*report was brought to the centre 

brigadier-general would have been about one o'clock t that the colours oJ 

justified in deliberately charging me the fort were struck, and Colonel 

with abandoning him $ but unless I Torrens was sent down to ascertain 

have both totally misconceived tha the fact, and while he was absent I' 

plan of attack, the object and spirit, rode to Mr. White's bouse fthe ab- 

and-even letter of the orders and our sence alluded to by General Gower), 

relative situations, it would have been in the full conviction, as I could 

both more decorous and more prudent prove if it were necessary, that the 

in a witness, standing in the situation town had surrendered. I mention 

of giving evidence, to exculpate him- this circumstance, and beg leave to 

self, in which he and some others call the attention of the Court to the 

have stood, and therefore open to evidence of General Craufurd and- 

some little suspicion of a bias of opi- Colonel Pack on that head, who both 

nion 5 for I will neither charge nor state, that when the first flag of truce 

•uspect any officer of being capable of came to them, about the period that 
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they were satisfied that it was a flag 
to surrender the town, for the pur- 
pose of shewing the general impres- 
sion entertained at that moment as to 
the success of the attack, and as much 
more conclusive in proving the feel- 
ings entertained upon the subject at 
the time, than all the evidence which 
has now after the result been given or 
which now could be given. I call 
the recollection of the Court to this 
statement, as completely confirming 
the evidence which has been given 
upon that head when we returned to 
head quarters, and to prove beyond 

, doubt that it was the general feeling 
at the time. If General Craufurd, 
who had felt obliged to throw himself 
into the St. Domingo couvent, and 
Colonel Pack, who had suffered so 
severely in his approach to the centre 
defences of the town, and had found 
it impossible to make any impression 
upon them, entertained that idea, and 

1 thought that the possession of posts so 
close to the centre of the town, and 
the other attacks had produced such 
an impression upon the enemy, may 
not I, at a greater distance, with no 
suspicion of any disaster, and not 
aware of the desperate nature of the 
resistance, be allowed, in common 
candour, to have entertained the same 
impression, and can. it be said with 
our army, from whose exertions every, 
thing might be expected, and not con- 
templating the possibility of such a 
defence, I was actuated by a blind 
and infatuated confidence ? Is it the 
first instance in our military history in 
which the resistance of an enemy has 
been under-rated, and the effort* of 
our troops over-rated? 

I need mention only the attack by 
Lord Nelson ofFTeneriffe, and of the 
gun-boats off Boulogne, which I se- 
lect as a proof that even the transcend- 
ant talent intuitive foresight, and con- 
summate providence of the greatest 
commander recorded in our history, 
were.not always able to avoid. the con? 



sequence of a miscalculation in this 
respect. I ask only the candid and 
liberal allowance of the Court upon 
this head, and that they will, in in* 
terpreting my conduct on that day, 
give me the benefit of the motive 
which might fairly operate upon my 
mind. 

Immediately on the return of Colo- 
nel Torrens 1 proposed to open a 
communication with the flanks, and 
sent Major Crosby to the right, and 
immediately afterwards Captain Whit- 
tingham to the left, Major Crosby 
was obliged to return, and I sent Cap- 
tain Whittingham with a party which 
it was supposed would enable him to 
ascertain the situation of the columns 
on that flank. I may be asked why I 
did not also send another detachment 
to the right. I will candidly state the 
reason, which was, I had no other 
officer about me who understood the 
Spanish language, the parties on the 
right were more numerous than 6a 
the left, and I did not like to with- 
draw the carbineers and gth from the 
centre, and with the very small party 
at the Coral was afraid of leaving the 
guns not sufficiently protected, but 
more than all these considerations, 
which certainly would have imme- 
diately given way to any suspicion of 
the danger of the right, I was actu- 
ated by a confidence that the right was 
safe, and a much stronger anxiety to 
know the situation of the left. I 
think that I can satisfy the Court that 
those impressions, as to the compara- 
tive situation of the right and left, 
were at the time such, as I could not 
but form from the circumstances, in- 
treating the court to bear in mind the 
confidence still entertained as to the 
success of the attack, ©r, at all events, 
the absence of all suspicion that any 
serious mischance had happened, the 
Court will recollect that we had dis- 
tinguished, and as late in the day a* 
any observation could be made. The) 
weather being, as has been 'stated* 
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thick and Lazy j that two cnnnonad- 
ing buildings on the right were in our 
possession, and as we could not dis- 
tinguish the intermediate houses, and 
knew that the force on that side had 
been divicfed into five columns, I na- 
turally concluded that the interval was 
occupied by some of the columns, and 
that they necessarily were in a condi- 
tion to communicate, and co-operate 
with, and support, each other, and I 
considered that, which proved to be St. 
Domingo Church, as the nearest part 
of the line occupied by our troops 
towards the centre, and from that, as 
has been proved, we saw our men 
firing as long as we could distinguish 
objects in the town on the left, where 
there were also high buildings be- 
tween the fort and the town, although 
eight columns under the 38th had 
advanced in that direction, if, there- 
fere, I had suspected any serious fai- 
lure, 1 should have unavoidably looked 
to the left as the place where it had 
happened, and as that was, from its 
being the point of communication 
with the shipping, the most important 
4ank, I have no hesitation in contes- 
ting, and I think, after what I have 
Stated, the Court will feel that it 
would have been* the natural course 
to pursue, that if an impatience at not 
hearing any intelligence, or the not 
being able to form any communica- 
tion, had induced me to leave thfe 
centre before any reports arrived 
there, or if it had occurred to myself 
or others, that a great effort was to 
be made, and what force we had was 
to be assembled, and I was to pot 
myself at the head of it to endeavour 
to restore the fortunes of the day, I 
should, most inevitably, have taken 
the wrong direction, and gone to the 
left instead of die right, in a full con- 
viction, from securing the two flags, 
and knowing that the number of 
squares of houses on that side were 
less, than on the other side of the town, 
Cat the attack had succeeded on the 



right, and that we had occupied the 
line on the enemy's left flank, but 
had failed on the others. The return 
of Captain Whittingham proved that 
the left was well posted though the 
attacks had failed, and that Sir 8. 
Auchmuty recommended me to go to 
the left, but not till I was satisfied is 
to the right. It was too late that 
evening to attempt any communica- 
tion with the left, and 1 therefore re- 
solved not to proceed to the left until 
I had ascertained the situation of the 
right and brought up Colonel Ma- 
hon's column, and which, as hat 
been proved to the Court, Was the 
object of attention in the morning, 
and that though it appeared, id 
answer to the question of the 
Judge Advocate, that I did allow 
myself something to eat, and that we 
lay down to rest ourselves, though if 
will not be supposed my sleep was 
very sound, it should also be recollect' 
ed that it appeared that I Was em- 
ployed in the middle of that riigbt to 
examining the guide) and seating the 
bearings and distances for Captain 
WbittinghanVa reooftrioissaooe the 
next morning. I should not alhkfe toss 
trifling a circumstance, but for the 
purpose of repelling the insinuation 
which could not but be intended to 
be conveyed by the pointed manner 
in which the question Was asked, 

I must also request the Court to 
recollect, that it has been proved, that 
on our retiring to Mr. White's house, 
though naturally anxious for the right, 
no suspicion was entertained by l»y 
officer about meof any disaster hatfo* 
happened to it, but that we flettasl 
with a full confidence that k WaelOrt 
the left safely passed* 9o iMtity im- 
portant subjects of discussion occur 1 - 
red, as to this day, that I must, fee* 
fore I quit it, shortly recapitulate As 
arguments* which with greet deft- 
fence 1 submit to the Cotutetn this 
charge, thmofriotooM>pere4in^w1tfe> 
or supporting the ttta^wlicrtws^ltt* 



fctfrENC*. SOl 

• 

• of them succeeded, t trust that I have lect my force and put myself at their 
satisfied the Court, the plan was not head and communicate with the at* 
fburideduponsupportforthecentreand tacks. I will candidly answer all their 
that the commanding officer was not questions, and though in so doing, I 
justified in expecting it 5 but that from cannot acquit myself of some blame, 
the nature of the disposition they I think the Court will feel that my 
would necessarily co-operate with and defence, whatever it may be, is of ft 
strppart each other, and accordingly description that cannot be said to at- 
wfth the exception of the 83th, it tach disgrace either to myself or my 
was so understood and acted upon on profession, my country or his ma- 
the left, if I have succeeded in this, jesty's arms; that it neither Justine* 
it is dear that I was not to move from the charge nor the odium which has 
the centre. I know that some point been cast upon me. I have, in corn- 
Wanted support : to have estimated mon with others, who have been be- 
the danger of Brigadier-general Crau- - fore in a trying situation under novel 
furd's brigade, I must have foreseen circumstances against my own judg- 
tiftt he and those with him would ment adopted a plan of attack which 
totally deviate from the plan of attack, has failed. I unfortunately underra'ed 
that he would occupy a post not ten- the resistance of the enemy, and es- 
able and from which he could not re timated too highly our means of at- 
treat ; that knowing he could not re- tack. A false confidence, as the event 
treat from it, he would suffer himself has proved, not only governed th* 
to be surrounded so as to have his re- preparatory arrangements for the at- 
treat cut off, and that having oc- tack, but operated in producing all 
cupied a single post, and that with his the events of that day. Every prepa- 
owtt division and detachments from ration, every occurrence of that day 
two others, instead of a line of posts - originated in the supposition of the. 
mutually supporting each other, he ultimate success of the plan. I wast 
wouid not send to apprize me of his acting under that impression, and the" 
situation, but presume upon my co- charges are founded upon the result. 
Operation or support, which was nei- I was waiting for reports of success 
ther consistent wfth the plan nor the that I might send orders to take ad* 
disposition of our force, and finally, vantage of it, and my actions, which 
- that a resistance, of which there is were founded on a conviction that no 
no example, would be made by the possibility existed of a failure, are 
inhabitants of an open town against scrutinized as if I had known of the 
so formidable a body of disciplined peril of others, and had failed to per- 
troops. It has been asked where was form my duty in extricating them, t 
Colonel Mahon's brigade, and why admit that, had I foreseen the de«pe- 
irat it not united with the rest of the rate resistance of the enemy, I should 
army 5 and though it has not been have made no such attack, or at least, 
Asked why was not the attack made would, until Colonel Mahon came up, 
before, questions of a similar tendency have availed myself of all the force) 
have Ifeen put as to the effect which in- my power. It has been asked, why 
Would have been produced, if he had I did not avail myself of his brigade 
tfiken part in the attack. It has a so to extricate the right. The answers 
been asked, why no other effort was are two : I never suspected that it 
made to open a communication, either wanted that assistance, and if it had; 
by the centre or the flanks. It has afeo Colonel Mahon did not cross the bridge 
bien'aajSSa, why further orders was until dark. I was, in the confidence 
Afct sent to the corps in the town, and of success, waiting for reports, whil« 
finally, why 1 did not personally col- D i 
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the generals, by some misunderstand- ed by himself, and neither he n$ 

ing, state Unit they were waking for auy other person, either felt the' 

orders. General Gower, who explain- danger or suspected the misfortune 

ed to them the details upon the map, which happened, but were like myself, 

and whose plan it was, states, that expecting every moment to hear of 

they had orders to report, and that our columns being in possession of the 

his recommendation to me to stay at town. No measure, therefore, was 

the ("oral was founded on the direc- proposed or suggested, and we return- 

tion to report to me there. ed to head-quarters with a fair confi* 

But independent of this, the Court dence in the safety of the right. Il 

will consider, whether, under all the not a proof from facts more strong 

circumstances, Gen. Craufurd, who than evidence of the impression which 

certainly did know where I was, then existed ? 

ought not to have reported his situa- To conclude the charge, I may 

tion which he might have done for have erred in adopting a plan which 

three hours after he occupied It. has failed. I may from too great coa- 

With respect to the facility of com- fidence in it, have neglected to take 

nuinication, 1 think it will be ad- all the precaution necessary, and 

n lit ted after the attempt of the cara- which I should have taken could I 

hineers, that it could not have been have foreseen the resistance which was 

found after the middle of the day, or opposite to us: I may under this im- 

indeed earlier, through the centre of pressFon have permitted valuable time 

the town. I might have opened a on the night of the 5th, to pass by, in 

communication with the flank corps the expectation of receiving accounts 

and possibly with the corps at the He- of our columns being ported, and 

sidencia, if 1 had applied any consi- acting only upon the impresssoo of 

derable portion of the carabineres and the moment, and which I felt only io 

yth to that purpose ; and no doubt common with others as to the uJti- 

enn l>e entertained that I should have mate success of the attack, I did not 

done so, if 1 had suspected the neces- take steps or make exertions, which 

sity. But I have shown that circuin- were called for by events of which I 

stances led me to conclude that the had no knowledge. The Court there- 

right had succeeded more completely fore* I trust, will see, that any offence* 

than the left. whatever it may be, consists only in/ 

Upon the subject of the confidence not having foreseen these events, in 
entertained in the success of the at- error in judgment, in under- rating ray 
tack, I think the court will feel satis- enemies, and two highly estimating 
lied, that, whatever might be the my own forces; and that the charge- 
shades of difference of opinion as to is neither applicable to the nature of 
the plan, at the time, for I deprecate the case, the circumstances or thf> 
the judgment formed now, that no situation in which 1 was placed. To, 
difference of opiniou existed as to its the judgment of the Court upon this 
success, and no apprehension of its subject, I cheerfully submit myself ; 
failure. This has been proved by satisfied that an error in judgment will 
various officers of the stall', who were not, after the numerous instances in 
more likely than all others to have which others have failed* who made 
heard any such opinion if it had ex- false estimates of the comparative 
^sted. It has been proved that though means of resistance and attack, be 
my second in com maud was with me considered by the Court as meriting 
the whole of tlve-day» and one of my that which I have already suffered i» 
reasons for keeping him was, that the this prosecution. 
plan had been considered and arrang- 
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Upon th>«ubject of the fourth and had shewn us that we had the' tit- 
last charge lam now to trespass on most resistance to encounter if w* 
the attention of the Court. I should attempted another attack after the 
have rested satisfied that the evidence first had failed ; and success had en- 
of Admiral Murray, General Gower, creased the determination of the ene- 
Sir. Samuel Auchmuty, and other of- my to oppose us in every direction \ 
ficers on that subject, would acquit and encreased their confidence, while 
me in the candid opinion of the Court on the other hand defeat had lessened 
of having acted, in this measure, con- ours. The next consideration was 
trary to the policy, as well as the ne- the possibility of renewing the at- 
cessity of its execution. Much of tack 5 our forces were reduced, ex- 
public calumny has been thrown out hausted, unprovided with the means 
against me in my conduct upon this of attack if they had the disposition. 
point, but., however, it may have been It will not be necessary for me to 
justified, I will leave it to the justice enter into a description of the town, 
and impartiality of this honourable the nature of the buildings* and the 
Court, when I have laid before them . difficulty of making any impression 
the grounds that led me to this act of upon them by bombardment ; experi- 
impolicy, as it has been deemed, to ments taught us to form that conclu- 
acquit or condemn me. I call the sion. If the force we had in its ori- 
recoJection of the Court to the State ginal strength and numbers had been 
of South America, and the disposi- unsuccessful in assault, surely it was 
tion of the inhabitants towards us, and doubtful, whether the remaining and 
I might also call its attention to my unconquered army with me would 
instructions, as civil Governor and have been successful in a repetition 
Commander of the Forces, and to the of a similar mode of attack. Under 
instructions communicated to me on all these considerations, I felt satis- 
my arrival in South America. But tied that the renewal of the attack - 
before I apply these observations to would Jbe impolitic, and would have 
the matter in question, it is necessary answered no very beneficial purpose ; 
to advert to the situation of the Bri- on the contrary, I was urged by a 
tish Forces remaining in Buenos much stronger motive than I have 
Ayres on the morning of the 6th. stated. It had been reported to me, 
Whether I acted with sound discre- that the exasperated state of the infla- 
tion or not in this respect, it becomes bitants, from a representation that 
my duty to state to the Court all the cruelties had been practised in the • 
circumstances which led me to the town by the British soldiery, would 
final conclusion of this treaty, the lead them to massacre the prisoners 
basis of which was, the delivering up in their possession. The safety of 
the fortress of Monte Video $ I hope' those brave troops I considered as an 
the Court will do me the justice to object of high importance ; and had 
think that I disregarded all perso- I disregarded their situation, and left 
nal considerations, in pursuing the line them to their fate, by a renewal of an ■ 
of conduct which appeared to me attack that would have brobably fail- 
most conducive to the interest and ed, I should have been driven from 
honour of his Majesty's arms. The society as the most unprincipled of men. 
circumstance of our not having made It was not a subject of very long con- 
any particular impression on the sideration : the attack was declined. 
enemy, in the attack. The best The next consideration was our 
troops of the whole army, which in- giving up the footing we had in South 
eluded a large portion of that army, America, as the only means of re* 
were taken prisoners. Experience gaining those troops. On this subjtc 
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many important considerations pre- 
sented themselves. First, the situation 
of the country, and the nature of pur 
instructions. It was supposed from 
the information received by Govern- 
ment that the country would be con- 
quered and kept in subjection by 8000 
troops, which were considered as a 
large force. But the information re- 
ceived by Government upon this sub- 
ject must have been founded in ig- 
norance of the true state of the- coun- 
try. I found, on my arrival, that the 
rt^ stance we should have to contend 
with far exceeded every calculation $ 
not a single friend had we in the 
country : , on the contrary, every in- 
habitant was determined to exert his 
individual strength. Upon this sub- 
ject I rely On the experience of Sir 
S, Auchmuty, who stated that dou- 
ble the number of troops I have men- 
tioned would be required to conquer 
and keep possession of the country. 
* . Under these disadvantages., in a mili- 
tary point of view, we should advert to 
the immense extent of country that 
.must be maintained, and the constant 
supply of troops from Europe which 
it would be necessary to keep up for 
that purpose. The inhabitants be- 
coming every day more and more ex- 
asperated, any attempts to maintain a 
footing in the country would be at- 
tended with the complete destruction 
of the whole force remaining in the 
country. To. attempt keeping Monte 
Video we must have turned out four- 
teen thousand inhabitants 5 a measure 
utterly impossible in its execution, 
and a deviation from the spirit of my 
instructions. The Court will per- 
ceive that the instructions 1 received 
jwere, •. in the strongest manner, to 
avoid any oppression of the inhabit- 
ants, which would expose us to the 
consequences of their, hatred. I fek, 
therefore, satisfied .that these were 
considerations of sufficient weight, in 
a military as well as a political point 
of view, to induce me to abandon a 



position which was only to be re- 
tained by the disposing of the inha- 
bitants in a manner revolting to hu- 
manity and the law of nations. On the 
other hand, I was anxious for the pre- 
servation of the lives of ourbravetroops 
in the town, and Jiaving no other means 
or hope of procuring their surrender 
but by agreeing to leave the plata. It 
was by all these considerations I was 
actuated j and by the concurrent opi- 
nions of the Admiral, and General 
Officers of the army I consented to 
yield up these advantages, and enter 
into this treaty with the Spanish Ge- 
neral. That it was the intention of 
the enemy to* destroy the prisoners, if 
an attempt had been made to renew 
the attack, the evidence adduced by 
several officers on that subject, af- 
forded the most probable grounds of 
concluding that this would be the 
consequence of such a measure. And 
I am well assured that from such in- 
formation the Court will think that 
in exercising such discretion I 
was actuated not by any private 
opinion 5 but 1 refer them to the evi- 
dence of Sir Samuel Auchmuty and 
General Gower, who were of opi- 
nion that, in a military point of view, 
the necessity of abandoning Monte. 
Video had arrived at this time. I 
think it necessary to state also, as 
some ground- of inducements to this 
measure, that no valuable object 
could have been obtained by hold- 
ing any military post in that country, 
circumstanced as we were, and the 
hopes of those persons who calculated 
upon mercantile speculations were 
fallacious, experience had proved. The 
General then contended that as the 
fortress was not committed to his 
own personal charge, he could not be 
responsible for the act of another; but 
as Commander in Chief of the army 
and civil Governor, he was vested 
with- that discretion, which as the re- 
presentative of his Sovereign he was 
entitled te> in administering and di- 
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ting what measures be conceived, 
beat calculated for thegood of the ser- 
vice in which he was employed. The 
Court would recollect that the Judge . 
Advocate seemed to consider as a sub- 
ject of charge, that the fortress was 
not, wheu delivered up, in a state 
of blockade. He had only to sav 
that that could have no reference to 
the fourth charge as a military conside- 
ration, and then concluded as follows : 

I have at length arrived at the 
conclusion of this long defence, and 
I have now to apologize for tres- 
passing thus much on the attention of 
the Court. The country looks to your 
discretion and judgment in the deci- 
sion of the important question, whe- 
ther I have been justified in ray con- 
duct as an officer bearing his Ma- 
jesty's arms. I look to that judg- 
ment, and have looked to it with 
long and painful anxiety to repel the 
calumnies- that have been so industri- 
ously thrown out against me to con- 
found those malicious publications 
which have been industriously circu- 
lated to my prejudice, the authors of 
which, because I have been unfortu- 
nate, have, to answer some private 
and sinister ends, loaded me with their 
calumnies. But I hope and trust the 
fair investigation my conduct has un- 
dergone by this Honourable Court, 
and the Defence I have set up against 
the charges preferred against me will 
allay the public feelings of abhor- 
rence which have been excited by 
these engines, and clear my charac- 
ter from those imputations of mis- 
conduct which have been thrown out 
against me without the opportunity 
of vindicating my reputation from 
their iniquitous effects. I have now 
only to claim the indulgence of the 
Court, praying their attention to the 
documents I shall have occasion to 
lay before you in the course of my 
defence. 



This detail was so long that, In the 
course of reading it, General Whitelocke 
was relieved alternately by Brigadier- 
general Meade, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. 
SeweN, who, as the General's friends and 
relatives, were permitted to assist in the 
recital ; Mt. Harrison, General White- 
locke's Counsel, being prevented from 
doing so by the general custom of the 
Court. Having ended, General White* 
locke put several written documents, 
into the hands of the Judge Advo- 
cate, which he had alluded to in the 
defence, and which he wished to put ia 
as evidence. 

The Judge Advocate-general observ- 
ed, that although these documents were 
not strictly evidence, and ought not 
strictly to be received, yet he had not 
the slightest objection, if the Court 
should wave theirs, to their being re- 
ceived. 

No objection being passed by the 
Court, they were then read. The first 
was a private dispatch from Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty to the right honourable Wil- 
liam Windham, dated Monte Video, 
Feb. 17, 1807, in which the circum- 
stances attending the capture of the 
{>lace were detailed at considerable 
ength; describing the customs and 
manners of the inhabitants, their mode 
of warfare ; and after detailing the great 
losses sustained by the troops under his 
command in the attack, the General 
gives it as his opinion that the troops 
then in the country were unequal to the 
task of retaining any position in that 
part of the world ; and that from the 
disposition of the inhabitants, and other 
causes, a* force of not less than 15,000 
men would be able to conquer or keep 
that country for any considerable length 
of time. The next document was also a 
letter from Sir Samuel Auchmuty to 
Mr. Windham, dated March 6, 1807, 
nearly upon the same subject, but going 
at some length in representing the hos- 
tile state of the inhabitants of Buenos 
Ayres, and his attempts to ascertain 
their disposition towards the British 
forces. The next was a letter, dated 
Feb. 26, 1807, from Sir S. Auchmuty to 
the Spanish Commander, complaining of 
a solemn compact being violated by the 
Spanish forces towards the British, &<v 
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The next was a letter [torn the Au- 
tliencia, declining, in peremptory terms, 
the interference of the British govern- 
ment in that of Buenos A) res, and also 
a letter dated Buenos Ayres, March 2, 
1807, signed by one of the principal 
members of the Spanish government, 
and addressed to Sir Samuel Auchmuty, 
upon the same subject as that from the 
Audtencia. 

After these letters a great num- 
ber of orders were read* issued by tht 



Commander of the forcesio the army cm 
his arriving at Monte Video, to the com* 
manding officers of divisions in the ar- 
rangement of its operations, preparatory 
to their embarking for Ensinada. The 
dates were, May 8th, 21st, 25th, the 
latter for the collection of horses for the 
expedition, and the order 3 1st of May 
relative to the disposition of the super- 
fluous baggage of the cavalry. At three 
o'clock the Court adjourned until to* 
morrow. 
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The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment. Lieu tenant-general White- 
lock c proceeded in his defence. The 
general orders issued by General 
Whitetocke respecting the depart- 
ment of the Commissary-general, the 
supplv of provisions, &c. and restrict- 
ing toe forces from taking cattle or 
other provisions from the inhabitants 
by improper means, and without pay- 
ing a fair compensation, were then 
read. 

The next written evidence was the 
order of the 2d of July, issued on the 
march at the suggestion of Sir Samuel 
Auchinuty, and particularly alluded to 
in his evidence, encouraging the men to 
do their duty cheerfully and behave like 
British soldiers, and appealiug to them- 
selves on the difficulty of procuring 
spirits at that time, and exhorting the 
officers to encourage their men to com- 
ply with this order. 

Lieutenant-colonel Bourke called and 
examined, 

Q. Are you acquainted with the hand- 
writing of General Gower r 

A. I think I am. 

[Here several letters and papers were 
put into the hands of the witness.] 

Q. Are these his hand-writing ? 

A, Yes, I believe they are. 

Here six reports from Major-general 
Gower to Lieutenant-general White- 
locke were read. 

Q. Were you present, when Major- 
general Gower examined the guides, be- 
fore the letter of the 2d ? and state the 
result of that examination. 

A. I was present at that examination, 
and the result was, that the guides, hav- 
ing expressed a great deal of uncertainty 
as to the state of the Passo Chico, the 
Qenfrai teamed determined Bat to pro- 



ceed that way, but to endeavour to Jsntl 
some more practicable point higher up. 

Q. Was the letter written after to* 
examination r 

A. It was. 

Q. Did you report to me on yomr re- 
turn from General Gower, the purport 
of the examination o( General Gower** 
guides } 

A. I did. 

Q. Would any separation of the ad- 
vance corps from the main body of the 
army have taken place, had General 
Gower contrived to march by the route 
pointed out in his letter ? aud state io 
your opinion, what would have been the 
relative situation of the advance and 
main divisions, had they continued i& 
the same line of march on that day? 

A. If General (rower had continued 
in the same line of march, I do not think 
that any separation could have possibly 
taken place, because, as soon as the maia 
body nad crossed the Rio de Macial, it 
would have only to cross these heights 
which were not above two or three miles' 
in breadth ; and if General Gower*s 
corps had kept along those heights, the 
mam body would have followed at a 
short distance in its rear. -, 

Q. Does your answer apply to the 
high ground mentioned in the letter ? 

A. It does : it applies to the high 
ground above the Chuelo. 

Q. Would not the advance and main 
division of the army have in that case 
crossed to the same ford ? 

A. They would have been in the same 
line of march ; and if the route of march** 
iug had been at all close, they must have 
crossed at the same ford. 

Q. Did you not report to me the 
circumstance of seeing General Gower 
moving' in a direction from us, before I 
crossed the Rio de Macial ? 

A. I did not ; I thought I saw Li$u~ 
teaant-coloact Torrens pointing it out. 
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Q. Did you even then suppose any 
separation would take place r 

A. [ did not; because, in mentioning 
the circumstance to the guide, he in- 
formed me, that when we had crossed 
the Rio de Macial, we should move in 
the same direction also. 

Q. From your knowledge of the coun- 
try in which we were to act, and of the 
enemy to whom we were opposed, did 
you think it would have been expedient 
to Increase the cavalry at the expence 
tff the infantry ? 

A. Considering the service in which 
we were to be employed, and the sort 
.of cavalry we could have procured, I 
do not think it would have been, by any 
means, expedient. 

Q. Did I ever give you any order 
to inform Mr. Bullock, the commissary r 
general, that the landing would take 
place within five or six miles of Buenos 
Ay res? And did you ever inform him 
to that effect ? 

A. I never received any orders to 
acquaint Mr. Bullock of the landing- 
place, nor to make any arrangement 
whatsoever with him relating to the ex- 
pedition against Buenos Ayres, except- 
ing the transporting of maps and charts. 
I certainly never told Mr: Bullock that 
the landing was to take place within five 
or six miles of Buenos Ayre* : I remem- 
ber to have told Mr. Bullock that it 
would take place within four or live 
ihiles of a village into which I recom- 
mended him to detach some lasso-men 
to take possession of any cattle that 
might be found there; !>byond this I 
never remember to have had any com- 
munication with Mr. Bullock relative to 
the expedition against tfuenos Ayres pre- 
vious to the landing. 

Q. Did you ever inform Mr. Bullock 
that the British troops wou'd.be in pos- 
session of Buenos Ayres three' days after 
their landing? 

A. To the best of my belief I never 
did. 

Q. Ditl you ever state it, as your 
opinion, that the army would re-cm- 
bark immediately after the landing? 
A. Unquestionably not. 
Q. It being my intention to land three 
days provisions, and to take three days 
more provisions from the navy at Re- 
jection, did you imagine that any 



further previous arrangement, with the 
commissary-general was necessary to 
the success of the expedition in ad- 
dition to those already issued at Monte 
Video, and to the subsequent order for 
embarking mules and carts? 

A. I did not think that any further 
arrangement was necessary to carry this 
intention into effect 

Q. Were there not lasso-men with 
. the advanced division of tte army, and 
were they not successful m procuring 
cattle? and state your means of know- 
ledge on that subject. . 

A. On the morning of the 1st July, 
when the main body of the army joined 
the advanced corps, I saw a drove of 
bullocks, which I understood had been 
taken by the lasso-men attached to that ' 
division. 

Q. From whom did you understand 
that ? 

A. I cannot exactly say ; but I saw 
the bullocks brought up. 

Q. Did you ever hear that the army 
sustained % any real inconvenience from 
want of provisions? 

A. I did not. 

Q. The time of my receiving General 
Liniers' letter seems not to be fairly 
dealt with. At what time on the morn- 
ing of the 6th were you sent by me to 
the Coral in consequence of receiving a 
letter from General Liniers? 

A. About half past seven o'clock. 

Judge advocate — " I have no quest 
tion to ask this witness; but there is 
one which the Court wishes to have an- 
swered." - 

By the Court 

Q. Did you understand from General 
Gower's letter, and did yoit understand 
•at the time you delivered it to General 
Whitelocke, that General Gower woukj 
uot attempt to cross the river it the 
Chico ford? 

. A. I understood at the time, from the 
conversation that passed between Ge- 
neral Gower and the guides, that be 
did not mean to pass by the Passo Chico; 
and, to the best of my belief, I reported 
that circumstance, and nearly the whole 
of tlte conversation, to General Write* 
locke. * 

<& Wat k m consequence of a ft- 
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port from General Gower that the main 
body of the army found it necessary to 
after the direction of its march on the 
2d July ? 

A. I cannot say whether it was in con- 
sequence of that report that the route 
was so altered. 

Q. What advantage was the main 
body to derive by deviating from the 
route of the advanced corps? 

A. It shortened the distance consi- 
derably, moving with a view to pass 
the river higher up from the Passo 
Chico ; at least, sucn wa^ the expecta- 
tion formed from the account of the 
guide. 

Q. Do you understand from the com- 
munication you had with General Gower 
on the morning of the 2d July that it was 
his intention not to attempt to cross the 
river by the Passo Chico? 
. A. From the communication with the 
guides I certainly did ; but I do not re- 
member to have heard him say so in 
express terms. 

Q, Did you state that to be your 
opinion to General Whitelocke? 
. A. I think I did. 

Q. Did you consider it was not Ge- 
neral Gower's intention to pass by the 
Passo Chico, at aU events, even should 
he be afterwards informed that it was 
practicable ? 

A. By no means : I conceived that 
his reason for not marching by the Passo 
Chico was on account of the apprehen- 
sions expressed by the guide that it 
might be found impracticable. 

Jud^e Advocate. — " General White- 
locke produces a letter from Sir Adam 
Williamson, to which, although by no 
means legal evidence, I make no objec- 
tion if the Court think fit to permit it. 

A letter was then read from Sir Adam 
\V illiamson to Mr. Dundas,dated Govern- 
ment House, Jamaica, 2d March, 1 794, 
and adverting to the proper disposition 
made by General Whitelocke, then 
Lieutenant Colonel, of his troops in the 
attack upon Porte au prince; his ad- 
vancing at the head of his men, and cap- 
turing two guns, and driving the enemy 
from their , works. Another letter was 
also produced to the same effect, bearing 
testimony of the good conduct and gal- 
lantry of General Whitelocke upon that 
occasion. Two other letters, from Major 



General Spencer to General Whitelocke, 
in 1794, upon a similar subject, and ex- 
pressing the approbation and thanks of 
his majesty for the General's conduct. 

Judge Advocate. I ought to state to 
the jL'burt, that these letters, strictly 
speaking, are not legal evidence; but 
from the manner in which I have con- 
ducted this prosecution throughout, I do 
not mean to object to them. 

General White szvorn and examined. 

Q. How long have you known Ge- 
neral Whitelocke ? 

A. Upwards of 30 years. 

Q. When, and on what occasion did 
your acquaintance commence? 

A. I was ordered by the Tate lord 
Grey to go down with a reinforcement 
from Martinique, of which I had the 
command, to the Island of St. Domingo, 
when 1 first met General Whitelocke. 

Q. What was the iirst military opera- 
tion in which I was engaged under your 
command ? 

A. Against Porte-ou-Prince. 

Q. State your opinion of my conduct 
and character as an officer, while under 
your command. 

A. When 1 had 'the command at 
Porte-au-Prince, General Whitelocke 
was employed as Quartermaster-general 
to the army, without pay or emolument, 
in which capacity he acted conditionally, 
that he should lead one of the principal 
columns against that fortress, which ne 
did with the greatest gallantry. 

General Whitelocke. Here I close 
my defence, and I am perfectly satisfied 
that this Court is above those prejudices 
which have been circulated against me ; 
and whatever maybe the judgment of 
this honourable Court, I know it will be 
guided by impartiality. I shall submit 
with cheerfulness, and trust my honour 
and character in your hands. 

JUDGE ADVOCATE. 



President, and General Officers 
' of this Court, 

To the unprecedented statement of 
General Whitelocke in his defence I 
have little answer to make: lam not 
desirous of weakening any part of it, 
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nor am T pressed by any feeling of 
anxiety for any of the observations I 
have to offer, nor by any difficulty in 
bringing the subject before you. It is 
still fresh in your recollection; and 
whatever difficulties I might otherwise 
experience, these charges, whatever they 
may be, are untouched by any evidence 
on the part of the defence, but before 
I come to make any observations on' 
them, I must take notice of some very 
unqualified animadversions in the open- 
ing of General Whitelocke's di^fence, in 
which he complains of my conduct upon 
this prosecution, and by which I am 
called upon, not merely in my own vin- 
dication, but on the part of the Court, 
who are bound in duty, not only to as- 
sert their own dienitv, but on the part 
of the army, and of 'every officer who 
may be hereafter called upon to answer 
under similar circumstances. 

In opening these charges I stated the 
grounds which induced bis Majesty's 
Ministers to institute this prosecution. 
The conduct of the prosecution fell 
upon me, who am wholly unacquainted 
with military operations ; and instead of 
endeavouring to inflame any popular 
prejudice against General Whitelocke, 
as Has been ascribed to me, on the con- 
trary, I must beg leave to say, that I did 
go out of the way unnecessarily to de- 
sire that the Court wou'd not be Ted 
away by any reports, but look to the 
evidence, and the evidence only : and I 
leave it to the Court to judge how far 
my conduct has warranted any such ani- 
madversions. The next point of which 
he complains is the manner of conduct- 
ing the prosecution, by calling the evi- 
dence in narrative, by which he says 
much illegal evidence was admitted : 
the Court will feel how necessary it was 
that every witness should be called on to 
state all he knew of the transactions, in 
order that the Court might be the more 
fully enabled to form their judgment. If 
any illegal evidence has crept in, ft was 
not for want of the utmost caution upon 
my part ; nor am I aware but in one 
distance that there was any admitted 
which can, strictly speaking, be called 
illegal. I allude to the conversation be- 
tween Lieutenant-colonel Duff and Ma- 
jor Ironmonger ; and I intended to have 
tailed Major Ironmonger, but as the 



conversation did not bear upon any pall 
of those charges the Court thought if 
unnecessary. Except in this instance, I 
am sure tliere was not a question which 
the Court did not determine to be 
strictly legal. 

Genrral Whitelocke then says, that 
in consequence of my condncting this 
prosecution he has been deprived of my 
assistance. 1 do not know how he can 
possibiy make out that. I do not know 
any assistance I could have given him 
which lie bad not every opportunity of 
availing himself of. Every question 
which was asked I took care to put in a 
legal form ; and the able advice he has 
had professionally and otherwise must 
have rendered any assistance I could 
offer unnecessary. He next complaint 
tha't the Charges were altered : it is well 
known that the charges in these cases are 
not made public until the King's war* 
rant is signed for holding the Court 
Martial ; and when I originally sent a 
copy of the charges to General White- 
locke, before the warrant was issued, 1 
expressly and distinctly stated that it 
was possible and probable some altera- 
tions would be made. 

I come to a point now which obfeet 
me to allude to circumstances to which I 
did not refer in the course of these pro* 
ceedings. General Whitelocke hat 
stated that the mode of examination had 
been adopted for the purpose of collect- 
ing evidence to form this enquiry into 
matters of more serious charge : it so, I 
do not deserve longer to hold this situa- 
tion. I was at first at a loss to know 
what this alluded to ; but I shall now 
state to the Court what the circumstances 
were. It happened when I entered 
upon this business I found among the 
charges one of misbehaving before the 
enemy ; I mean a charge of cowardice ! 
I then stated, as I have since before the 
Court, that the dispatches of General 
Whitelocke were abundantly sufficient 
to justify these charges which hare been 
investigated ; but I took the liberty at 
the time to state that I could not bring 
my mind to such a charge, unless there 
was evidence which could fully support 
it. I felt that however the other charges 
might disgrace him as an officer they 
could not as a man ; but as such a 
charge as this, which must degrade hi 
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?a society, whether proved or not, was I may now come to the first part of 
one never to be forgotten, and must hi* the charge, namely, the delivery of the 
jure him for ever, I thought it ought not civil officers as prisoners of war, which 
to be brought forward without the cer- does not/elate to any military operation ; 
tainty of conviction. Under these cir- and upon this I must observe, that in all 
cumstances I did submit it to the consi- the treaties that have ever been made, 
deration of every member of his Ma- there is not one siugle instance to be 
jesty** Council ; but as it might appear found, nor has General VVhitelocke 
wrong, if there were just grounds for brought forward one solitary case to 
such a charge, not to bring it forward, I justify himself in this measure. This 
did reluctantly determine to see some of charge imputes to General Whitelocke, 
the officers of General VVhitelocke's that instead of proclaiming and holding 
staff, with a view to ascertain this poiut; out such preferable terms of capitulation 
not, as he has stated, to collect evidence to the Spanish government, as might 
to convert popular clamours into mat- induce them not to oppose the British . 
ters of fact. I need not inform the army, be did on the contrary that which 
Court that the result of these enquiries tended to wound the feelings of all the 
was, that there did not appear to me a inhabitants, calling upon them to de- 
eround on which I could have stated to liver up their magistrates to the discre- 
te £ourt that there was a foundation for tion of the conqueror. The very per- 
this charge. I' leave it to the Court sons whom the inhabitants looked up to 
therefore to say what cause there was of as their protectors, to be delivered over 
complaint against me upon this subject; to military discipline, although his in* 
It is npt any personal feeling to myself, structions were to conciliate and attach 
but a regard for the feelings of others, them to the British government, 
that has induced me to make these ob- In his private dispatch, General \Vhite- 
servations. locke has, stated his reasons for abandon-* 

There is also another point which it is ing the bombardment of the town, and 
necessary for me to observe on. Ge- risking that unfortunate plan which form- 
neral Wnitelocke complains of the harsh ed the second charge against him : but 
conduct he has received from me, and whether the bombardment of the town 
that I have even pursued him into his was right or wrong, is not now the ques- 
inost private moments, by requiring of tion ; he says he abandoned the bom- 
Ins secretary to disclose all the conver- bardment because it irritated the peo- 
sations which had passed between them, pie ; surely the demand he made for 
The only answer 1 shall make to this ac- the delivery of the civil officers, was 
cusation is the most direct and unequi- more likely to excite the irritation and 
vocal denial of the fact ; and I shall now rage of the people. It will be for the 
read from the minutes what passed upon Court to say, whether they think it was 
that occasion, and from which the Court right that Colonia, the only strong forty 
will draw their own conclusions. should be abandoned and. dismantled, 

(Here the Judge-advocate read from although it could have been maintained 

the minutes that part, of Lieutenant-co- by a very small force. 
Jonel Torrens 7 evidence, where he was But this was not of such importance, 

interrogated with respect to the conver- when compared with the points to which 

sation he had held with the General.) the two next charges apply : I shall not 

I regret exceedingly it has so happen- uselessly take up your time, but shall 

ed, that in conseauence of my nothav- proceed to the circumstances of the 

.ing any previous knowledge of military march, which 1 shall consider from the 

operations, 1 should be under the neces- time the army reached Reduction, until 

sity of going into so enlarged a detail of its arrival at the Coral. It appears, that 

. the circumstances and occurrences re- the advance corps proceeded on the 2d, 

, latina to these charges ; but I have the and defeated the enemy : that the main 

, satisfaction f knowing, that you are all body marched on the 2d, and, after 

masters of the case, and can correct any marching but seven miles, they Were 

defect and supply any deficiency of halted, although it appeared that the 

joioe* . troops were able to march further : that 
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a cannonade was heard,, and no means 
saken to ascertain the cause or from 
whence it proceeded, and no recon- 
noisance ever made : that the rear guard 
under Lieutenant-colonel Mahon, ar- 
rived at Reduction: that a communi- 
cation was opened there with the ship- 
ping, and that he received no further 
orders until the 6th : that artillery was 
sufficiently provided, and no consider- 
able delay on that account ; that the 
liaen, composing the main body, were 
better able to march than the advance : 
that if they, had advanced to the town 
on the 2d, by the positive testimony of 
General Gower and General Craufurd, 
it would have been captured by the 
manner of the entry of the troops by the 
westward of the town, which by the 
enemy was unexpected and unprovided 
againbt. It appears, that the troops 
. composing the advance were exhausted, 
and yet were directed 'to march to the 
Chuelo. The Court will consider what 
precautions were taken to support that 
corps : in the first place, guides were 
not confronted. Colonel Bourke was 
sent to General Gower with an order to 
proceed, and on his return met General 
Whitelocke in advance of the main 
body, and no* order then given for the 
march. An order was brought by Co- 
lonel Torrens for the 87th to proceed 
and join the advance corps, and while 
absent, another order was given for the 
whole to advance. The Court will re- 
collect, that during this period, the ad- 



Whitelocke received information from 
Mr. White, of the means of defence of 
the enemy, which information proved 
correct ; that the plan was settled with- 
out any reconnoissance having been 
made ; that General Whitelocke had 
not in orders, or otherwise intimated 
the station he was to occupy ; that no 
place was fixed for retreat in case of 
failure; that he did not consult the na- 
tureand situation of the town before the 
orders for attack were issued, although 
one of his senior officers was perfectly 
acquainted with the town and its envi- 
rons, and could have' been consulted; 
that gun-boats might have assisted ia 
the attack, and opened a tire upon the 
town ; that a communication with the 
navy was effected from the llecolita; 
that there was provision at the Coral 
sufficient for four or five days ; that a 
single messenger was sent to Colonel 
Mahon to wait at the bridge for further 
orders; that no reconnoissance of the 
bridge was ever made ; and that in con- 
sequence of this separation, the army 
lost the assistance of 1,800 men. 

With respect to the latter part of the 
third charge, it appears -that the Plaza 
del Toros was taken by Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty by nine o'clock, with pri- 
soners and a quantity of ammunition ; 
that General Lumley had no chance of 
success by ten o'clock, and having no 
communication with the General, was 
obliged to retreat and join Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty ; that the 88th and the light 



vance corps were three miles in front of brigade under General Craufurd and 



Reduction, and no precautions then 
taken to support them ; and you will 
consider, whether it was fitting to use 
the chance of exposing such a force to 
the enemy, without taking every expe- 
dient to support it. The Court will 
perceive, that after a march of seven 
miles only, the main body halted, and 
no communication was kept up during 
the rest of the march ; and that General 
Gower, by the positive orders of General 



Colonel Pack were compelled to surren- 
der from waut of further orders; that 
the 3Sth and the other parts of the light 
brigade, were also compelled to surren- 
der upon the same cause. General 
Whitelocke in his defence, imputes the 
misfortunes of these brigades to their not 
obeying their orders, but I must call to 
the recollection of the Court the situa- 
tion of those brigades. The Court will 
recollect that they were ordered to oc- 



Whitelocke, sent a summons into the cupy the houses on the left where there 

town. was no enemy to engage with ; that 

I now come to the other facts which there were no means taken for commu- 

apply to the plan. I shall not pre ume nicating to them further orders, on 

to offer a single observation upon the which, by General Whitelocke's own 

propriety of that plan; but shall leave description, all further operations de- 

to the Court to decide upon its merits pended. That these officers were left 

and demerits. It appears that General without support alter the gallantry they 
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had displayed, is a circumstance we 
must ever lament. * 

The next point General Whitelocke 
has taken notice of .in his defence, is an 
accusation against that column which sur- 
rendered, but it-appears that the pos» 
session of the church of St. Domingo, 
was the most judicious movement that 
could have been made: with respect to 
the other column under Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Guard, which readied the Kesi- 
dencia about seven o'clock in the morn- 
ing, it appears that a com mimical ion 
might have been opened with the'river, 
and that there was no material imped'n 
ment to a communication with the re- 
serve, and yet no communication was 
attempted until one o'clock the following 
day. 

1 now come to a point upon which it 
was most essentially necessary for Gene- 
ral Whitelocke to justify himself. I do 
not mean to contend that a Commander- 
in-chief is to expose? his life to hazard 
upon all occasions, for that would be an 
absurd construction upon his duty ; but 
I must contend that there are occasions, 
and it is for the Court to judge whether 
this was one of them where the personal 
exertions of the Commander in Chief 
is not only required, but becomes an 
indispensible part of his duly. It 
would be indelicate of me to allude to 
any of those members of this Court, 
whose personal exertions have been so 
effectually exerted for the welfare of the 
country ; but I will advert to a noble 
commander, a late member of this Court, 
who, by personal exertion conquered 
every obstacle, and has secured to his 
memory an everlasting renown. But in 
this present case it appears that General 
"Whitelocke, during the whole of the 
5th, remained stationary on the 
Coral, from six o'clock in the morning 
until dark, with the exception of hall aii 
hour when he retired to White's house ; 
a situation from which nothing but the 
tops of the houses could be seen. That 
the cannon and musketry began soon 
after the march of the troops, with more 
or less violence ; that all communication 
was cut oil' between the columns ; that 
it was reported to him at eleven o'clock, 
that the riflemen were distinguished at 
the top of a church ; that the king's flag 
was flying at another part of the town : 



and under all these circum stances, no 
attempt was made to support the diffe- 
rent columns of his army. It appeared 
he might have changed his station with 
advantage during the day, but no per- 
sonal exertion appeared in any wav to 
have been attempted by General White- 
locke. 

The next point I advert to is upon the 
last charge. General W hileiocke has 
mentioned, that the treaty was made m 
pursuance of a civil and not military in- 
struction. It t herd ore becomes a ques- 
tion tor the Court, whether it is not alto- 
gether an authoiity of a military nature, 
giving him the power of acting as civil 
governor as well as Commander in Chief, 
until his Majesty's pleasure should be 
further known. General Whitelocke 
further contends, that he is not account- 
able for the surrender of Monte Video 
upon the grounds that he was not perso- 
nally present at that iortress when it was. 
given up. The Court will rounder what 
the evidence is, upon whHi this charge 
rests; and 1 do teel m\ self called upon 
to controvert the opinion of a very gal- 
lant and experienced oflieer upon that 
subject, Sir Samuel Auchmuty. 

(Here the Judge Advocate' read that 
part ot Sir Samuel Auchmuty's evidence 
upon this poiiit.) 

The Court know that at this time the 
army was within the suburbs of Buenos 
Ayres: and why the troops should be 
without cover, where they could occupy 
the adjacent buildings, I cannot coi.ceive. 
It is also stated, that the troops were fa- 
tigued, but the Court will recollect, that 
there was a large portion of them at the 
Plaza del Toros ; that the troops, form- 
ing the reserve under General White- 
locke, ^and those at the llesidencia had 
not been engaged ; that Colonel Ma- 
lion's brigade had inarched but a small 
distance between the 2d and the 5th, 
and that the troops engaged were with- 
out confidence. General Whitelocke 
has asserted, that want of confidence was 
referable to what had passed on the 6'tli 
of July ; but whatever may be the rea- 
son asMgned, it is for the "Court to de- 
» cide upon the fact. It is in evidence 
from the testimony of Captain Squires 
and Captain Fraser, that liot only thirty 
pieces of cannon were taken at the I'laza 
del Toros, and six hundred barrels of 
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gun-powder ; (hat Capt. Fraser pledged to understand, that if one hair of the 



himself to have thirty pieces of ordnance 
ready by the next morning, to play upon 
the town ; and also that ordnance might 
have been landed from the shipping; 
and you will further find, that General 
Craufurd concurred in opinion, that a 
more proper place to erect batteries 
against the town could not have been 
•elected ; the Court will judge, whether 
General Whitelocke was justified in re- 
linquishing all these advantages. 

The abandonment of Monte Video 
cannot be defended, exept upon the 
grounds of absolute necessity : circum- 
stances might have arisen to compel 
Mich abandonment, but those circum- 
stances remain to be proved. Another 
part of the defence which he has set up, 
and which 1 cannot pass over without 
observation, is the great stress he has laid 
upon the safety of the prisoners, and the 
hostility of the enemy towards them. I 
will not now call in question whether 
that' was the real ground, but am willing 
to admit he thought so ; but this is to be 
submitted to the Court, who are to dis- 
tinguish whether or not it furnishes a 
precedent, most mischievous in its ten- 
dency to future cases, and what tempta- 
tion it would hold out to the enemy for 
persevering resistance. 

I give General Whitelocke everv 
credit for motives of humanity ; but if ' 
once a dereliction of those laws which 
have hitherto guided the operations of 
armies is to be admitted, the principles 
of those laws become subverted, and the 
safety of future prisoners may be endan- 
gered or destroyed. If instead of sub- 
mitting, General Liniers had been given 



heads of the prisoners was touched, the 
Spanish general, his army, and the inha- 
bitants, should answer for it with their 
lives, and he should be treated, not as a. 
General, but the leader of a banditti ; 
such a reply as this would have secured 
the safety of the prisoners, and prevented 
the disagreeable capitulation. I trust 
there is but one opinion on this subject, 
and I feel it my duty to protest against 
this new doctrine of the laws of huma- 
nity. If the court are of opinion that 
General Whitelocke is not to blame in 
the operations of this law, it will then be 
for you to consider, that the gallant 
army, so highly deserving of a Detter 
fate, were thus compelled to purchase 
their safety by such a deplorable sacri- 
fice of their honour. 

General Whitelocke here read to the 
Court a paper, explanatory of his obser* 
vations upon the conduct of the Judge- 
Advocate ; and in which he assured tne 
Court, that he did not mean to cast any 
improper reflections upon him. 

About two o'clock, the prosecution 
and defence finally closed, and strangers 
being excluded, the Court sat until near 
three, when they 'adjourned until the 
following day. 



Immediately as the Sentence of the 
Court is made known, it is intended 
to present the purchasers of this Edi- 
tion with a wrrect copy thereof, 



gratis. 
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OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. 



No. I. 

£of>y of Military Instruction* to Lieutsnant-ge* 
neral Whitelocke, 



Sit, 



Horse Guard* > 7tb Feb, 1807. 



His Majesty having been graciously 
pleased to appoint you to the comand of his 
forces employed in the reduction of the 
Spanish settlements at Buenos Ayres, I have 
to desire that you may be pleased to pro- 
ceed with as little delay as possible to your 
destination, and use your test endeavours 
to carry into effect such instructions as you 
tnaybe furnished with by his Majesty's 
ministers. 

The force which his Majesty has been 
pleased to place under your immediate 
command, consists as follows, viz. 

RankWFiU. 

1st battalion, 69th, regiment, em-1 
harked at Portsmouth, and to pro- > 753 
ceed with you to your destination j 

1 battalion - 38th regiment 811 
Ditto - 47th - 685 

, Ditto - 40th • 1000 

Ditto • 89th • 801 

Detachment 54th - 103 

t Companies 95th » 230 

17th Light dragoons - • 628 

9th Ditto - - - 632 

tw u * {20th - 191 

Detachments J gl8t m 14Q 

5974 

The whole of the above force is supposed 
Co be at this moment in the river Plate. 

The Staff which his Majesty has been 
pleased to appoint to this force, is composed 
of the under-mentioned officers, viz. 

Major-general L. Gower, who will pro- 
ceed from hence in the same convoy with 
yourself. 

Brigadier-general Achland, ditto 

■ Sir Samuel Achmuty, 

fiow with the force in the river Plate. 

Brigadier-general JLumley, ditto 



1st Deputy Adjutant-general— Brig.Lieti* 
tenant-colonel Bradford. 

1st Deputy Quarter- master -general^* 
Brig. Liutenant-colonel Bourke. 

2 Assistant Adjutant-generals— Captain 
Blake 15th foot 

2 Assistant Quarter-master generals- 
Captain Patrick, 57th foot 

1 Deputy Pay-master-general— Mr, Bad- 
cock. 

I Ditto, Commissary of Accounts-^-Mr, 
Bisset. 

1 Ditto, Commissary of Provisions and 
Stores — Mr. Conch. 

Hospital Staff*. 

1 Inspector of Hospitals — Dr. Gordon* 

1 Deputy ditto— -G. R. Redmond. 

1 Physician to the Forces — Dr. C. Tice 

2 Surgeons to the Forces — 1. Kidd and 
T. Bury. 

1 Apothecary to the Forces — T. C. Price. 

1 Deputy Purveyor— William James. 

4 Hospital Mates — John Dove, J. Pater- 
son, J. White, and J. Luby. 

Your own personal Staff consists, at 
usual, of one military secretary and two 
aids-du-camp. 

You will transmit monthly returns of the? 
troops under your command to the Secre- 
tary at War, and to the Adjutant-general 
for my information. And you will strictly 
adhere to ' his Majesty's regulations in re- 
gard to the pay, clothing, and appoint- 
ments of the troops. And your special at- 
tention must necessarily be directed to their 
discipline, and to the interior economy of 
the different corps, which is so essential not 
only to the comfort of the soldier but to the 
preservation of his health, under every 
change of climate to which he may be ex- 
posed. Under the head of Pay, I have to 
direct your attention to the instructions of 
the Paymasters-general to their deputy, re- 
specting the usual stoppages being deducted, 
from the pay of the several Staff officers, 
and to whicn you are required to give the 
most punctual attention. 

On all subjects relating to your, com* 
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tnand,you will be pleased to correspond with 
me; and you will regularly communicate 
to me all military transactions in which 
you may be engaged, reporting to me all 
vacancies that may occur in the troops 
under your command. And as his Majes- 
ty has not thought proper to confer upon 
you the power of appointing commissions, 
you will be pleased to recommend to me 
such officers as may appear to you most 
deserving of promotion, stating the special 
reasons where such recommendations are 
not in the usual channel of seniority. 

As all the regiments under your com- 
mand have second battalions attached to 
them, and which remain in this country, it 
if necessary that I should acquaint you 
that the first battalions under your orders 
being composed exclusively of the senior 
officers of their respective ranks; such va- 
cancies as may occur therein, by promo- 
tion or casualty, must unavoidably be sup- 
plied by officers from the second battalions, 
who will be immediately ordered to join 
on such vacancies being made known to 
me. 

You will be vested with the usual pow- 
ers of convening general courts-martial, 
under such restrictions as it might be 
thought proper to determine upon. Upon 
this subject I have to observe, that, as great 
inconvenience has arisen to the service 
from the officers commanding on several 
foreign stations having permitted prisoners 
to return to Europe prior to the proceedings 
and opinion of the court martial having 
been submitted to the King : I have to de- 
sire that, in all cases where any person 
whatever may be tried by a general court 
martial, and where your powers are hot 
sufficient to enable you to decide finally 
upon the proceedings,opinion,and sentence 
of the Court, that you do not permit the 
prisoner to return to Europe, until his 
Majesty's commands shall have been duly 
communicated to you through the proper 
channel for that purpose. 

Should you have occasion to recommend 
any gentleman for an ensigncy, vou will 
be pleased to make known his address, in 
order, that if his Majesty should be pleased 
to confirm the recommendation, he may be 
directed to join the corps immediately on 
his appointment. 

In all cases where doubts may arise, and 
' anv opportunity offer, by whicli you may 
"be desirous to obtain further and more spe- 
cial instructions, you will always find me 
ready to attend to, and give effect to your 
representations. I am, Sir, your's, 

To Lieut.-gen. Whitelocke, FREDERICK, 
&c. &c. &c. Commander in Chief. 
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.. Noir ' 
Copy of Additional .Instructions to Lieutenant* 

General Whitelocke. 

Horse Guards, 2Atb Feb. 1807. 
^ As it is probable that, from the instruc- 
tions with which you have been furnished 
by his Majesty's Ministers, you may find 
it expedient to raise a colonial force, I have 
to desire that the same may be conducted 
upon the same principles as are observed in 
the establishment of the colonial corps in 
the other of his Majesty's possessions, viz. 
the regiment to consist Of as high an esta- 
blishment as possible, not to exceed 1000 
men ; the higher the establishment and ef- 
fectives, the more economical to the public. 

The officers to be composed of one-third 
of each rank British, the Colonel also to be 
British. In the nomination of these » Bri- . 
tish officers, you will, of course, be govern- 
ed by an attention to the merits of those 
under your command, observing, however, 
that their appointments can only be pro- 
visional, until his Majesty's pleasure shall 
be known and duly communicated to you. 

I must here observe to you, that as great 
inconvenience has been found by general 
officers having taken upon themselves (no 
doubt from a mistaken view to the benefit 
of the service) to appoint officers to serve 
in a rank greater than that to which they 
are entitled by his Majesty's commission, 
and particularly to the rank of Brigadier- 
general, I have to desire, that in such pos- 
sible cases as it maybe necessary for you 
to appoint an officer of the rank of Colonel 
to the command of a Brigade, that such offi- 
cer should not on any account whatever be 
permitted to assume any higher rank than 
what his Majesty's commission confers upon 
him, nor receive any higher emoluments 
than what such commission entitles hinvto. 

I have also to desire, that in such cases 
where you may find it necessary to permit 
an officer to return to Europe tor the pur- 
pose of obtaining his Majesty's consent to 
the .disposal of his commission, that you 
take care to acquaint him, that no money 
for the purchase of such commission can* be 
paid until after his Majesty's approbation 
shall have been duly obtained by me, when 
the regulated price will be paid to him by 
his successor, in the manner pointed out by 
his Majesty's regulation ; and he will be 
entitled to receive his subsistence up to the 
day on which his Majesty is pleased to r& 
ceive his resignation. 

I have further to communicate to you, 
that in the event of a junction with you of 
the corps under Brigadier-general Crau- 
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furd, whose force and staff* is named in the 
margin.* The staff will of course cease to 
act in their respective staff situations, until 
that corps shall be again employed on a 
separate service ; the staff named in your 
instructions, being that which his Majesty 
has specially appointed for the whole force 
under your command. 

On the subject of courts-martial, I have 
to acquaint you, that as many general offi- 
cers from the best motives have taken upon 
themselves to commute sentences of capital 
punishment to transportation for a term of 
years, or for life, when it is found, that no 
such power is delegated by his Majesty, and 
consequently that the whole of the proceed- 
ings may be thereby rendered nugatory : 
I have therefore to call your particular at- 
tention to the powers granted to you by 
his Majesty '8 warrant on this subject, in 
order to prevent you from inadvertently 
falling into the irregularity above-men- 
tioned. FREDERICK, 

Commander in Chief. 



No. III. 
Secret Instructions from the Secretary of 
State to Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, 
signed Ho WICK, in the absence of Mr. WiND- 
BAM. 

(Copy.) (Secret.) 

Downing-strecty 5 March, 1807. 
Sir, 
It having been thought adviseable that 
an officer of high rank as well as approved 





Rank & File. 


* 6th Dragoon Guards 


294 


Royal Artillery 


242 


5th Foot, 1 Battalion 


956 


36th 


848 


45th 


873 


88th 


806 


95th, 5 Companies 


372 



4391 f 

Deputy Adj utant-general— Brigadier -lieu- 
tenant-colonel Stewart. 

Assistant Adjutant-general — Captain Whit- 
tingham, 13th Dragoons. 

Deputy Quarter-master General — Briga- 
dier Lieutenant-colonel Holland. 

Assistant Quarter-master Generals — Capt. 
Waye, 5th Foot, and Capt. Dickson. 
Medical Staff. 

One Deputy Inspector— A. Thompson. 

One Physician — Dr. King. 

Two Staff Surgeons-— C. Crump and C. 
Montague. 

One Apothecary — J. Burrall. 

One Deputy Purveyor— M. Emerson. 

Eight Hospital Mat**, 



talents and judgment should be sent to take 
the command of such of his Majesty's 
forces as arc at this time employed, or like- 
ly soon to be employed in the southern pro* 
vince of South America', I am to inform yoa 
that his Majesty has been graciously pleas* 
ed to make choice of you for that purpose, 
and you are to repair forthwith in a vessel 
already provided for your conveyance to> 
the south of the river Plata; there to 
take upon you the said command. 

The forces which you are likely to find 
on your arrival, are those sent from the 
Cape under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Backhouse, and those which sail* 
ed from this country under the command 
of Brigadier-General Sir Samuel Auch*. 
muty, consisting of the corps named in the 
margin,* and amounting in the whole t* 
5338 men. But to these probably will be 
added, either by the time of your arrival or 
not long afterwards, the force under the 
command of Brigadier-General Craufurd 
consisting of the corps named in like man* 
ner in the marginf and amounting to 4,212 
men. 

That you may judge with greater cer- 
tainty of the reliance to be placed on the 
probable junction of the latter force, 
as well as that of the 9th regiment 
of dragoons mentioned above, and the 
destination of which may have beea 
changed by the vessel sent - from Admiral 
Murray, I inclose you an account of all in* 
telligence received, and all orders issued 
having relation to this subject ; by which 
it will appear, that hardly a doubt can now 



* 9th dragoons - - * - - 6*32 

17th ditto ------ 628 

20th ditto (detachment) - - 191 

21st ditto ------ 140 

Royal artillery ----- 117 

S8tnfoot - ----- * 811 

40th ditto 1000 

47th ditto ------ S8S 

54th ditto (detachment) - * 109 

87th ditto 801 

95th ditto (3 companies) - - 2SO 

5390 

f 6th dragoon guards * - - 299 

Royal artillery ----- 249 

5th foot ------- 835 

36th ditto ------ 822 

45th ditto ------ 850 

88th ditto .-«.--»» 79* 

95th ditt* (J companies) • *• 864 

4*1* 
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be entertained of the arrival of the Fly be- 
fore General Craufurd shall have left the 
Cape, and that he will in consequence, in 
conjunction with Admiral Murray, have 
directed his course to the Plata. 

As it is possible that this may not have 
happened, both cases must be provided 
for, either of the junction of the amount 
under General Craufurd, or of its having 
pursued, its original destination. In the 
former of these cases, as your force it is 
conceived will be more than sufficient for 
* any purposes that you can have in view : 
you win detach at the very earliest mo- 
ment in which you shall judge it safe to do 
so, the 89th, ana any other regiment which 
yon may think yourslf strong enough to 
•pare, after your nrst operations,to proceed 
ttnder a proper convoy to the Cape, and 
from thence to India. 

With the force above stated you will pro- 
teed to execute the service intrusted to 
you, by the reduction of the province of 
Buenos Ayres, under the authority of his 
Majesty. 

In the other far less probable case, of the 
firmament under General Craufurd having 

tunned its original course, it must proba- 
cy in the end be thought proper, after 
waiting as long as to the admiral and you 
•hall have appeared adviseable, to detach a 
Vessel tound Cape Horn to convey your 
orders to General Craufurd, which orders 
bnarf either direct him to prosecute his en- 
terprhce as at present planned,or to renounce 
loch enterprise altogether; complete dis- 
cretion is left to you and to the naval com- 
manding officer in that respect, except 
only that you are not to extend the limits 
of his operations beyond the point to 
which they are now confined : and that in 
aU cases where the co-operation of any 
part of his Majesty's naval forces may be 
requisite* no step is to be taken or order 
given to General Craufurd, but in concur- 
rence with the naval commanding officer, 
at well at the Plata as with General Crau- 
furd. 

In whatever is- done, whether in respect 
q£ instructions to General Craufurd, should 
he have pursued his original destination 
without touching at Buenos Ayres, or of 
the application of the force which you will 
find immediately on the spot, you will con- 
sider as the object of your enterprize, not 
the annoyance or distress of the enemy , but 
the occupation of such particular stations 
or portions of territory, as being once sub- 
jected so his Majesty s arms could not be 
easily recoverable, and would moreover 
suit require for the preservation of them a 
body of troops more considerable than it 



maybe conceived this cenintry would be 
willing to spare, and which number cer- 
tainly ought not to exceed that now placed 
under your command. 

Tt is presumed that with a force far less 
than may be eventually assembled, sup- 
posing Brigadier General Craufurd to join 
you, and which, independent of the force 
which you now take with yon would 
amount to more than 9000 men, possession 
might be obtained without difficulty of the 
whole of the province of Buenos Avres; 
but it would* still' remain to be considered 
what numbers would be sufficient tore- 
tain the same against the attempts which 
the enemy might make to recover it, and 
the forces which he might collect for that 
purpose. 

In whatever part hb Majesty's authority 
shall be established,the greatest care most be 
taken, and the most earnest endeavours 
used, to conciliate the good will of the in- 
habitants, by abstaining from every thing 
which can shock their religious opinions or 
prejudices, by respecting their persons 
andf property, by a removal of those re- 
strictions and impositions of which they 
most complain, and by making them fed 
in general the beneficial influence of his 
Majesty's government as compared with 
that under which they were before placed. 

In respect to commercial regulations, you 
.will have as a rule, the orders settled by 
his Majesty in council (copies of which 
are herewith inclosed) for regulating the 
trade of Buenos Ayres, and which yott will 
extend as far as circumstances will admit 
to other places or territories which may 
come into his Majesty's possession. 

In the case of these regulations, such as 
may affect in any degree, the government 
and constitution of the country, the princi- 
ple to be observed must be .to abstain si 
much as possible from every thing that can 
infringe upon the rights and privilege!, 
and even established usages of any class of 
inhabitants, and not to introduce into the 
government any other change than that 
which must necessarily arise from the sub- 
stitution of his Majesty's authority for that 
of the King of Spain. Individuals it may 
be necessary to change, and in so doing, 
the preference should as much as possible 
be given to the native inhabitants over per- 
sons born in Old Spain. 

All those who were principally instru- 
mental in promoting or executing the 
insurrection against General Beresford 
should be carefully removed, and either 
sent to Europe, or placed in some situatwa 
where their machinations may %c no ion* 
ger dangerous. 
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The case of General Beresford and his 
army, must in another view become the ob- 
ject of your attention, and seems indeed to 
be one which calls alike on the national 
honor, on the feelings which actuate his 
Majesty's mind in whatsoever regards the 
welfare of his troops, and on the justice 
due from the country to all those whom it 
employs in its service. 

It may not be clearly ascertained at this 
moment to what extent the capitulation 
made by these troops has been violated, 
nor what , in consequence, is the precise de- 
mand proper to be made in their favor ; 
but whatever shall be due to them, either 
in virtue of any special engagement* or of 
the general usage established between na- 
tions with respect to the prisoners of war, 
must be enforced to the utmost, nor must 
any means which the force of arms may 
{>lace at your disposal, be left unemployed, 
till complete justice shall be obtained in 
their behalf. The service intruded to 
your care, however successful in other re- 
spects, must be considered as incomplete, 
while any doubt shall remain as to the 
restoration of these troops at the proper 
period, or of their being protected in the 
mean time against every species of violence 
and ill-treatment. 

Though his Majesty has been pleased to 
direct that the additional force named in 
the margin* shall be immediately sent out, 
With a view to operations which may be 
found adviseable, but without such aid, 
and in the possible case of (General Crau- 
furd not joining you, you may not be able 
to undertake; yet it is not his Majesty's 
pleasure, that the whole of the force liable, 
even eventually, to be assembled under 
your command, should be suffered to re- 
main, but so much only as shall be neces- 
sary to secure those positions or territories, 
of which, upon the final result of fyour 
operations, you shall have been able to 
obtain possession. 

It is, not supposed that the number ne- 
cessary for this purpose can in any case ex- 
ceed fcOOO men, in addition to such troops 
as yon maybe able to raise in the country. 
More, therefore, than these, except in very 
special circumstances, such as you will be 
expected fully and satisfactorily to explain 



1 troop of horse artillery, dis- 
mounted, with harness and 
appointments - - - - 180 
89th foot ---..-- 1000 
Recruits - 500 
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to his Majesty's government you will 
not consider yourself authorized to re- 
tain. 

Should the 'circumstances be such as to 
confine your operations to the occupation 
of Monte Video or Maldonado, or some) 
other point on the coast, which from the 
facility of defending it, and the protection 
which it may afford to merchant or other 
vessels you may think it right to retain, it 
19 presumed that a force far less than the 
one named, that is to say than 8000 men, 
will be abundantly sufficient; and in that 
case, as in every other, you will send what- 
ever surplus shall remain, by the first com* 
mudious and proper opportunity to Eng- 
land, 

Should the reduction of Monte Video, at 
mentioned above, make partofyour plan of 
operations, and should you succeed in the 
attempt, you will not consider yourself ay 
bound by these instructions permanently to 
keep possession of that fortress, but may 
withdraw the garrison and destroy the 
works, should that course appear to be 
most adviseable. 

In all that relates to the management of 
revenues of any province or district of 
which you may be in possession, you 
will take as your guide the instructions 
upon that subject to Brigadier General 
Craufurd, a copy of which is herewith in- 
closed. 

' in the samp paper you will find instruc- 
tions on another point of great delicacy 
and importance, namely, the language to 
be held iu answer to any enquiries on the 
part of the inhabitants respecting their fit? 
ture situation at a peace. ^ f 

No other assurances, as you will see by 
the paper referred to, can be given them 
but that his Majesty will not surrender but 
with great reluctance, possessions to which 
he attaches so much value, and would in 
no case consent to such surrender, without 
providing for the security of those, who 
from the attachment shewn to his Majesty 
might be fearful of having rendered them- 
selves obnoxious to the displeasure of their 
former government. 

It is supposed above, that an addition) 
might be made to his Majesty's forces, by 
troops raised in the country ; great caie 
must be taken, of course, in selecting the 
individuals or 'classes proper for such a 
purpose, and in determining the footing on 
which they shall be placed, and the amount 
to which they should be carried ; but subn 
joct to these precautions, much aid it is conn 
conceived may be derived from this force 
towards securing his Majesty's possessions 
in that quarter, and for avoiding at the, 



220 



APPENDIX, 



same time the necessity of too large a de- 
mand on the regular forces of this country. 
It is hardly necessary to remark, that on 
this as on every other occasion, the strict- 
est regard must be had to economy, as well 
}n adopting any measure originally, as in 
arranging the details for carrying the same 
into effect; and you will therefore be ex- 
pected to notify the adoption of any step 
on this subject, to enter into a particular 
detail of the expence to be thereby incur- 
red, and of the reasons which have induced 
you to think that an expence. to that ex- 
tent was necessary for the attainment of 
the object. 

It has been supposed above, that, whe- 
ther in the event of a junction with Gene- 
ral Craufurd or otherwise, no -doubt could 
be entertained of your retaining possession 
either to a greater or lesser extent of some 
parts of; the Southern Coast. 

But two cases remain to be provided 
for, which, however unlikely, must not be 
wholly passed over; one, namely that of 




the other, that of its becoming necessary at 
any subsequent period to abandon what- 
ever had been before possessed, and to with- 
draw the whole of the British force from 
that country. In either of these cases no- 
thing should seem to remain, but to consi- 
der the mode by which both yourself and 
General Craufurd, with the whole of the 
troops which you severally have with you, 
might best return to England. But in ar- 
ranging means for that purpose, as well as 
in deciding on the measure itself, regard 
must be had to the probable state of the 
armament under General Craufurd at the 
time, considered with a view to the health 
of the troops, to the supplies still remaining 
on board the ships, - and to the consequent 
difficulties which might arise upon any new 
And sudden extension of the voyage. 

These considerations will not only re- 
quire that any orders which you may send 
to General Craufurd, in the event of his be- 
ing separated from you, should be, to a cer- 
tain degree, discretionary, but may have an 
influence also in determining the line of 
conduct which you may think it right to 
observe in concert with the naval com- 
manding officer. 

You will be careful* to avail yourself of 
every opportunity for conveying to his 
Majestv s government intelligence of your 
proceedings ; the want of regular and con- 
stant information having been already found 
to be a great source of embarrassment, with 



respect to the particular service of which 
you are now about to take the direction. 
I have the honour to be. &c. 

(Signed) HOWrCK, 

In the absence of Mr. Windham. 
Lieut. "General Wbitelocke, fc!f<r. 



No. IV. 



Copy of General Whit elocke*s Letter to Mr, 
Windham, of the Wtb July, 1807, and pub- 
lished in a Gazette Extraordinary, Sunday, 
IStb September. • 



Sir, 



Buenos Ay res, July 10, 1807. 



I have the honour to acquaint you/or the 
information of his Majesty, that upon be- 
ing joined at Monte Video, on the 15th of 
June, by the corps under Brigadier-Gene* 
ral Craufurd, not one moment was lost by 
Rear- Admiral Murray and myself in mak* 
ing every necessary arrangement for the 
attack of Buenos Ayres. After many de- 
lays, occasioned by foul winds, a landing 
was affected, without opposition, on the 
28th of the same month, at the Ensinada 
de Barragon, a small bay about thirty 
miles to the eastward of the town. The 
corps employed on this expedition were 
three brigades of light artillery, under 
Captain Fraser ; the 5th, 38tfr, and 87th 
regiments of foot, under Brigadier- General 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty; the 17th Light 
Dragoons, 36th and 88th regiments, under 
Brigadier- General the Honourable William 
Lumley; eight companies of the 95th regi- 
ment, and nine light infantry companies, 
under Brigadier-General Craufurd: four 
troops of the 6th Dragoon Guards, the 9th 
Light Dragoons, 40th and 45th regiments 
of foot, under Colonel the Honourable T. 
Mahon : all the dragoons being dismount- 
ed, except four troops of -the 17th, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd. 

After some fatiguing marches through a 
country much intersected by swamps and 
deep muddy rivulets, the army reached 
Reduction, a village about nine miles dis- 
tant from the bridge over the Rio Chudo; 
on the opposite bank of which the enemy 
had constructed batteries, and established 
a formidable line of defence. I resolved, 
therefore, to turn this position, by march- 
ing in two columns from my left, and cros- 
sing the river higher up, where it was re- 
presented fordajrie, to unite my force in 
the suburbs of Buenos Ayres. I sent direc- 
tions at the same time to Colonel Mahon, 
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who was bringing up the greater part of 
the artillery under the protection of the 
17th Light Dragoons and 40th regiment, to 
wait for further orders at Reduction. 

Major-General Leveson Gower having 
the command of the right column, crossed 
the river at a place called the Passo (Jhico, 
and falling in with a corps of the enemy, 
gallantly attacked and defeated it, for the 
particulars of which action, I beg to refer 
you to the annexed report. Owing to the 
ignorance of my guide, it was not until the 
next day that 1 joined with the main body 
of the army, when 1 formed my line, by 
placing Brigadier-General Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty's brigade upon the left, extend- 
ing it towards the Convent of the Recdlita, 
from which it was distant two miles. The 
36th and 88th regiments being on its right ; 
Brigadier-General Craufurd's brigade occu- 
pying the central and principal avenues of 
the town, being distant about three miles 
from the Great Square and Fort ; and the 
6th Dragoon Guards, 9th Light Dragoons, 
and 45th regiments being upon his right, 
and extending towards the Residencia. 
The town was thus nearly invested, and 
this disposition of the army, and the 
circumstances of the town and suburbs be- 
ing divided into squares of one hundred 
' and forty yards each side, together with the 
knowledge that the enemy meant to occu- 
- py the flat roofs of the houses, gave rise to 
the following plan of attack. 

Brigadier-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty 
was directed to detach the 38th regiment 
to possess itself of the Plaza del Toros, and 
%he adjacent strong ground, and there take 
post ; the 84th, 5th, 36th, and 88th regi- 
t ments, were each divided into wings*; and 
each wing ordered to penetrate into the 
street directly in its front. The light bat- 
talion divided into wings, and each follow- 
ed by a wing of the 95th regiment, and a 
three pounder, was ordered to proceed 
down the two streets on the right of the 
central one, and the 45th regiment down 
the two adjoining; and after clearing the 
streets of the enemy, this latter regiment 
was to take post at the Residencia. Two 
six-pounders were ordered along the cen- 
tral street, covered by the Carabineers and 
three troops of the 9th Light Dragoons, 
the remainder of which was posted as a re- 
serve in the centre. Each division was or- 
dered to proceed along the street directly 
in its front, till it arrived at the last square 
of houses next the river Plata ; of which it 
-was to possess itself, forming on the flat 
roofs, and there wait for further orders. 
The 95th regiment was to occupy two pf 
the most commanding situations, from 



which it could annoy the enemy. Tw» 
corporals, with tools, were ordered to 
march at the head of each column, for the 
purpose of brtaking open the doors ; the 
whole were unloaded, and no firing was to 
be permitted until the columns had reach- 
ed their- final points and formed; a can- 
nonade in the central streets was the signal 
for the whole to come forward. 

In conformity to this arrangement, at 
half past six o'clock of the morning of the 
5th instant^ the 38th regiment moving to- 
wards its left, and the 87th straight to its 
front, approached the strong post of the 
Retiro and Plaza del Toros, and after a 
most vigorous and spirited attack, in which 
these regiments suffered much from grape 
shot and musketry, their gallant comman- 
der, Brigadier-General Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty, possessed himself of the post, taking 
32 pieces of cannon, an immense quantity 
of ammunition, and 600 prisoners. The 
5th regiment meeting with but little oppo- 
sition, proceeded to the river, and , took 
possession of the church and convent of 
St. Catalina. The 36th and 88th regiments, 
under Brigadier-General Lumley, moving 
in the appointed order, were soon opposed 
by a heavy and continual fire of musketry 
from the tops and windows of the houses; 
the doors of which were barricadoed in so 
strong a manner, as to render them almost 
impossible to force. The streets were in- 
tersected by deep ditches, in the inside of 
which were planted cannon, pouring show- 
ers of grape on the advancing columns. In 
defiance, however, of this opposition, the 
36th regiment, headed by the gallant gene- 
ral, reached its final destination; but the 
88th being nearer to the fort and principal 
defences of the enemy, were so weakened 
by his fire, as to be totally overpowered and 
taken. The flank of the 36th being thus 
exposed, this regiment, together with the 
5th, retired upon Sir Samuel Auchmuty's 
post at the Plaza del Toros ; not, however, 
before Lieutenant-Colonel Burne, and the 
grenadier, company of the 86th regiment, 
had an opportunity of distinguishing them- 
selves, by charging about 800 of the enemy, 
and taking and spiking two guns. The two 
six-pounders moving up the central streets, 
meeting with a very superior fire, the four 
troops of the Carabineers, led on by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kipgton, advanced to take 
the ba'tery opposed to them, but this gal- 
lant officer being unfortunately wounded, 
as well as Captain Burrell, -next in com- 
mand, and the fire both from the battery 
and houses proving very destructive, they 
retreated to a short distance, but continued 
tp occupy a position in front of the enemy's 



2*1 



APPBirm*. 



principal defences, and considerably in ad- 
vance of that which they had taken in the 
morning. 

The left division of Brigadier-General 
Craufurd's brigade, under Lieutenant* 
Colonel Pack, passed on nearly to the 
river, and turning to the left approached 
the Great Square, with the intention of 
possessing itself of the Jesuits' College, a 
situation which commanded the enemy's 
principal line of defence. But from the 
very destructive nature of his fire, this was 
found impracticable; and after sustaining a 
heavy loss, one part of the division throw- 
ing itself into a house which was after- 
wards not found tenable, was shortly 
obliged to surrender, whilst the remaining 
part, after enduring a dreadful fire with 
the greatest intrepidity, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pack, its commander, being wounded, re- 
tired upon the right division commanded 
by Brigadier-General Craufurd himself. 
This division -having passed quite through 
to the river Plata, turned also to the left to 
approach the Great Square and Fort, from 
the north-east bastion of which it was dis- 
tant about four hundred yards, when Briga- 
dier-General Craufurd learning the fate of 
his left division, thought it most adviseable 
to take possession of the convent of St. 
Domingo, near which he then was, intend- 
ing to proceed onwards to the Franciscan 
church, which lay still nearer the fort, if 
the attack or success of any other of our 
columns should free him in some measure 
from the host of enemies which surrounded 
•him. The 45th regiment being further 
from the enemy's centre, had gained the 
Residencia without much opposition, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Guard having it in 
possession of his battalion companies, 
moved down with the grenadier company 
towards the centre of the town, and joined 
Brigadier-General Craufurd. 

The enemy, who now surrounded the 
convent on all sides, attempting to take a 
three-pounder which lay in the street, the 
Lieutenant-Colonel with his company, and 
a few light infantry under Major Trotter 
charged them with great spirit. In an 
instant, the greater part of his company 
and Major Trotter, (an officer of great me- 
rit,) were killed, but the gun was saved. 
The Brigadier-General was now obliged to 
confine himself to the defence of the con- 
vent, from which the riflemen kept up a 
well-directed fire upon such of the enemy 
as approached the post ; but the quantity 
of round shot, grape, and musketry, to 
which they were exposed, at last obliged 
them to quit the top of the building, and 
the enemy to the Dumber of six thousand, 



bringing up cannon to force the wooden 
gates which fronted the fort, the Brigadier* 
General having no communication with 
any other columns, and judging from the 
cessation of firing that those next him had 
not been successful, surrendered at four 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

The result of this day's action had left 
me in possession of the Toros, a strong 
post on the enemy's right, and the Residen- 
cia, another strong post on his left, whilst 1 
occupied an advanced position opposite his 
centre ; but those advantages had cost 
about two thousand five hundred men in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. The na- 
ture of the fire to which the troops were 
exposed, was violent in the extreme* 
Grape shot at the comers of all the streets, 
musketry, hand-grenades, bricks and stones, 
from the tops of all the houses, every ' 
householder with his negroes defended his 
dwelling, each of which was in itself a 
fortress, and it is not, perhaps, too much to 
say, that the whole male population of 
Buenos Ayrcs was employed in its defence. 
This was the situation of the army op the 
morning of the 6th instant, when General 
Liniers addressed a letter to me, offering to 
give up all his prisoners, taken in thelate 
affair, together with the 71st regiment, and 
others, taken with Brigadier-Qeneral Berts- 
ford, if I desisted from any further attack 
on the town, and withdrew his Majesty's 
forces from the river Plata, intimating, at 
the same time, from the exasperated state of 
the populace, he could not answer for the 
safety of the prisoners, if I persisted in of- 
fensive measures. Influenced by thx» con- 
sideration, (which I knew, from better au- 
thority, to be founded in fact), and reflect- 
ing of how little advantage would be the 
possession of a country, the inhabitants of 
which were so absolutely hostile, I resolved 
to forego the advantage which the bravery 
of the troops had obtained, and acceded to 
the annexed Treaty, which I trust will meet 
the approbation of his Majesty. 

Hiave nothing further to add, except to 
mention, in terms of the highest praise the 
conduct of Rear-Admiral Murray, whoie 
cordial co-operation has never been want- 
ing, when tne army could be benefited by 
his exertions. Captain Rowley, of the 
Royal Navy, commanding the seamen on 
shore, Captain Bayntun of his Majesty** 
ship Africa, who superintended the disem- 
barkation, and Captain Thompson, of the 
. Fly, who had the 'direction of the gun- 
boats, and had previously rendered me 
much service by reconnoitring the river, 
are all entitled to my best thanks. 
^s his character already standi, to high, 
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iris almost unnecessary to state that from 
my second in command, Major-General 
Leveson GOwer, I have experienced every 
zealous and useful assistance; my thanks 
are likewise due to Brigadiers-General Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty and Lumley; and to 
Colonel Mahon and Brigadier-General 
Craufur^, commanding brigades. I cannot 
sufficiently bring to notice the uncommon 
exertions of Captain Fraser, commanding 
the royal artillery, the fertility of whose 
mind, zeal, and animation, in all cases, left 
difficulties behind. Captain Squires, of the 
royal engineers, is also entitled to my best 
thanks ; nor sholud I omit the gallant con- 
duct of Major Nicholls, of the 45th regi- 
ment, who, on the morning of the 6'th in- 
stant, being pressed by the enemy near the 
Residencia, charged them with great spirit, 
and took two howitzers and many prison- 
ers. Lieutenant-Colonel Bradford, Depu- 
ty Adjutant General, has likewise a great 
claim to my approbation as a gallant and 
promising officer. 

The officers of my personal staff, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Torrens, Military Secretary, 
amd Captains Brown, Foster, Douglas, and 
Whittingham, Aides-du-Camp, must also 
be, mentioned by me in terms of just re- 
gard ; the knowledge which the latter pos- 
sesses of the Spanish language has been 
eminently useful to me. 

This dispach will be delivered to you by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bourke, Deputy Quar- 
ter-Master-General, who has afforded me 
that assistance which might be looked for 
from an officer of his military talents and 
attachment to. the service; to which I beg 
to refer you for any further particulars re- 
specting the military operations in this 
part of the world. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. WHITELOCKE, Lieut. Gen. 
The Ifobt Hon. Wm. Windham. 



No. V. 

Private Dispatch from General WiilTlLOCKE, 

to Mr. Windham. 

(Copt) (Private.) 

Buenos Ay res, July 10, 1807. 
Sir, 
1 have the honour to inform you that im- 
mediately after my arrival at Monte Video, 
en the 10th May, I began to make every 
possible preparation for the attack of this 
place, at the first and most effectual step 
towards the reduction of the province. 
For this purpose sloops of war and other 
light vessels were put to reconnoitre the 
southern banjc of the river, in order to £x 



upon the precise point of debarkation. It 
was found that the water was too shallow 
to admit of a landing under cover of the 
ships of war any where to the westward of 
the town of Buenos Ay res, nor nearer to 
to the eastward than the Ensinada de 
Barragon. This bay was therefore fixed 
upon as the point of debarkation, and 
every arrangement that could previously be 
made was pressed forward witn expedition, 
whilst I waited anxiously for the arrival of 
Brigadier-General Craufurd's corps and the 
fleet with which I had sailed from Eng- 
land. 

On the 27th May, Rear-Admiral Mur- 
ray and Brigadier-General Craufurd arriv- 
ed at the mouth of the river, but owing to 
a prevalence of contrary winds, the expe- 
dition did not reach Monte Video until tke 
14tk of June. I immediately determined 
not to wait the arrival of the convoy from 
England, as by the general voice of the in- 
habitants ana of those officers who hid 
passed the province, the months of Jury 
and August were represented as most un- 
favourable to military operations, on ac- 
count of the heavy and continual rains 
which prevail at that season. Having fix- 
ed upon Colonia as the place of assembly 
from which the expedition was to proceed, 
1 sent the troops upwards in small divi- 
sions, on account of the intricate naviga- 
tion leaving at Monte Video the 47th 
regiment, the detachments of the 20th and 
21st light dragoons, two companies of the 
SSth regiment and a corps of militia, form- 
ed by the British merchants, in all compos- 
ing a garrison of about 1300 men, under 
the command of Colonel Browne of the 
40th regiment; and after much delay, 
caused by contrary winds Rear-Admiral 
Murray and myself arrived opposite the 
point of debarkation on the 28th ultimo. 

In the morning the fleet stood into the 
bay, and before night the whole army, as 
per margin*, was landed, without opposi- 
tion, on the enemy*! coast. The greater 
part of the next day was occupied in land- 
ing artillery, horses, and stores. Immedi- 
ately on the landing of Brigadier-General 
Craufurd's brigade, and the 38th and 87th 
regiments* I detached Major* Gen. Gower, 
with this force, and two three-pounders, to 



* Three brigades of artillery, 6th, 38th, 
and 87t<h, Brigadier-General Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty; 17th dragoons, 86th and 88th, 
Brigadier-General Lumley; 95th, light 
battalion, Brigadier-General Craufurd j 
four troops 6th dragoon guards, 9th light 
dragoons, 40th and 54th, Cofonsi Mahon. 
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occupy the heights in my front, about five 
miles distant ; and the next morning I pro- 
ceeded to join him with the rest of the ar- 
my,4 six-pounders, and 2 three pounders the 
remainder of the artillery not being landed. 
The next day Idirected Major-Gen.Gower to 
precede my march with his advanced corps, 
substituting the 3ftth and 88th regiments, 
under Brigadier-General Lumley, for the 
38th and 87th regiments ; and I left Colonel 
Mahon, with four troops of the 17th light 
dragoons and the 40th regiment, to protect 
the guns when they should come up, and 
cover the rear of tne army ; being princi- 

• pally induced to break my force into these 
divisions for the purpose of more readily 

• procuring cover and fuel. On the 1st July 

• the advance corps drove a small party of 
the enemy from the village of Reduction, 
and took post about two miles beyond it, 
whilst I occupied the village with the main 

- body. I was now distant about nine miles 
from the bridge over the Rio Chuelo, on 
the opposite bank of which I understood 

■ the enemy had constructed batteries, and 

• intended t6 make a stand. I determined 
therefore, instead of forcing the bridge, to 

• turn the enemy's line of defence, by march- 
ing from our left and crossing the river, in 

, two columns, higher up, where it was re- 

- presented fordable, and continuing to march 

• until 1 should have got completely to the 
westward and northward of the town ap- 

. puyed my left on the river La Plata, and 
opened a communication with the fleet. 

• On the 2d instant, at nine o'clock, Major- 

■ General L Gower marched his corps,which 
should now be considered as the right co- 
lumn, and I marched myself at ten, with 
the intention of uniting our force that even- 
ing in the suburbs of the town. Major- 
General L. Gower having crossed the river, 
his leading brigade fell in with a consider- 
able corps of the enemy, under General 

. Liniers himself, which ne attacked with 
great vivacity, completely overthrew it, 
taking ten pieces of cannon and some pri- 
soners. The Major-General halted on the 
ground from which he had driven the ene- 
my, waiting my arrival, and sending at the 
same time a summons to General liniers, 
which was refused on this occasion, as well 
as the following day, when I sent to him 
myself. 

Owing to the ignorance of my guide, 
who conducted me by a considerable de- 
tour, f did not reach the Major-General 
until the next day, when I formed my line 
under Sir Samuel Auchmuty, on the left of 
Brigadier-General Lumley s, extending it 
towards the convent of tne Recolita, dis- 
tant about two miles ; and another under 



Lieutenant-Colonel Guard, on the right 
towards the Residencia ; while Brigadier- 
General Craufurd's brigade occupied the 
central and principal avenues into the 
town, being distant about three miles from 
the Great Square and fort of Buenos Ayres. 
In pursuance of my original design, I in- 
tended to march tne next morning by my 
left to the convent of Recolita, which 
standing on high ground immediately over 
the river, I could have communicatee! with 
the fleet, and landed heavy guns for a vi- 
gorous attack of the town, should General 
Liniers obstinately refuse to surrender it. 
Upon consulting, however, with Major- 
General L. Gower, he submitted to me 
another plan of attack, which, as it pro- 
mised a more expeditious issue, inasmuch 
as it obviated the necessity of marching to i 
the left, and the delay of landing heavy 
guns and erecting heavy batteries — a delay 
which I the more dreaded, on account of 
„ the rains having, to all appearance, set in, 
and the men being exposed, in a great de- 
gree, to the severity of the weather, from 
the impossibility of conveying camp equi- 
page. I consented, for these reasons, to 
change my plan, and adopt what seemed 
generally approved by the general officers ( 
under me. Besides, tne measure of bom- 
. bardment, or any other measure which 
might occasion an indiscriminate loss of 
life, ruin the town, and irritate the people, 
appeared to me, upon reflection, contrary 
both xo the letter and spirit of my instruc- 
tions. I hoped also, by this plan, te he 
able to dislodge those who opposed the 
progress of his Majesty's, arms, and by 
driving them to the bottom of the town, 
there make a number of prisoners, wfyo 
might be in our hands so many pledges, for 
the return of- the 71st regiment, and the 
other troops captured with Brigadier Ge- 
neral Bcresford ; whilst the peaceable fa- 
habitants, and those best disposed tdwards 
us, by remaining quietly. in their houses, 
might escape the danger of the attack. 
The nature of this attack can be best ex- 
plained by annexing the general order. 
The result was successful in the principal 
points, as I obtained possession of the Plaza 
del Toros, a strong fort on the enemy's 
flank, 32 pieces of ordnance and a large 
depot of ammunition and provisions; as 
well as the Residencia, or the strong fort 
on the enemy's left and. four pieces of can- • 
non which a ef ended it. But these con- 
quests were purchased with the Joss of 
2500 men, killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
and, amongst the latter Brigadier-General 
Craufurd,and other officers of rank. The 
conduct of both officers and men ia this at- 
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tion had been gallant in the highest degree, 
and the severity of the loss occasioned sole- 
ly by the severity of the defence. The 
enemy had dug ditches across the principal 
streets, and placed cannon within them ; lie 
occupied the flat roofs of all the houses in 
commanding situations, and from thence 
and the windows poured a destructive fire 
of musketry, hand-grenades, fire-pots, &c. 
upon the columns as they advanced ; hav- 
ing likewise Had the precaution to barri- 
cade the doors in so strong a manner as to 
render them very difficult to force, though 
the troops had been provided with instru- 
ments for that purpose. Kvery house- 
holder, with • hie negroes, defended his 
dwelling ; and it is perhaps not too much 
to say that the whole population of Buenos 
Ayres was employed in its defence, which 
very population in the field would pro- 
bably uot have withstood the attack of two 
British regiments. 

On the morning succeeding the attack I 
received a letter from General J,iniers, 
offering to give up all prisoners taken in 
the late affair, as well as those taken with 
Brigadier-General Beresford,if I consented 
to relinquish the attack and withdraw his 
Majesty's forces from the province. A 
correspondence (No. IV.} upon this took 
place, which, ended, in the treaty I have 
the honour to transmit. 

My reasons for acceding to this negocia- 
tion were briefly these : I had lost in the 
preceding attack 2500 men; and although 
I had gained a strong post on the enemy's 
ri^ht flank, front winch I communicated 
with the fleet, and from which it might be 
possible to fire heavy cannon on the town, 
and otherwise annoy it, yet the enemy *s, 
chief defences were too remote from thia 
point, and too much covered by houses to 
allow me to hope that I could in any given 
time destroy them, by cannon alone, even 
if the nature of my instructions had not 
militated against sucn a measure. General 
liniers had likewise acquainted me in his 
letter, that he could not answer for the 
lives of his prisoners if the attack was per- 
sisted in; and frpm. every thing I have 
since heard from the officers themselves, I 
have reason to believe they would have 
been sacraflced to the fury of an exaspe- 
rated rabble. Nothing therefore remained 
to be, done offensively but another attack 
on the town, conducted in a manner simi- 
lar to the last; the event of. which must 
have been doubtful, as my force, when col- 
lected, did not reach 5000 men, and if even 
successful, my loss would probably have 
rendered that force insufficient to keep, the 
place when taken. If it was deemed fruit- 



less to attempt another attack, there yet re* 
mained two modes of retreat, either by 
treaty, or re-embarking in the face of the 
enemy. The latter measure w.ouId certain- 
ly have been attended with additional loss 5 
ami the wounded and prisoners in the late 
affair, as well as the 71st regiment, in all 
40CX-) men, lost for ever to Great Britain. 
In return for which I should have possess- 
ed but a nominal command at Monte 
Video, a post which can never be consi- 
dered of any advantage, whilst the capital 
of the province and the great entrepot of 
commerce remained in the hands of the 
enemy. • 

I determined therefore to accede to thia 
treaty, by which I shall be enabled to 
bring off my own army almost entire, and 
recover the* 7 1st regiment, a point which 
my instructions have taught me to consi- 
der as of the first importance ; and I shall 
evacuate a province, which the force I wu 
authorized to calculate upon could never 
maintain, and which, from the very hostile 
dispositions of its inhabitants, was in trutlft 
not worth maintaining. 

I shall dispose of the army in the manner 
pointed out in my instructions, the parti- 
culars of which I shall detail to you from 
Monte Video by another man of war that 
will sail from thence with duplicates of 
these dispatches. Trusting that the con- 
duet I have pursued in this difficult situa- 
tion my meet with the approval of his 
Majesty, 

I have the honour. Jcc. 
(Signed) J. WHITJvLOCKE, I ieut. Gen. 

This will be delivered to you by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bourke, to whom, as well 
as Sir Samuel Auchmuty I refer you tor 
further particulars. 

No. VI. 
77>/» D-jinitive Trtaty between the Generals iu 
Chief of bis Britannic Majesty and of 
bis Catholic Majesty. 

I. There shall be from this time a cessa- 
tion of hostilities on both sides the River 
Plata. 

II. The troops of his Britannic Majesty 
shall retain for the period of two months 
the fortress of Monte Video* and, as a neu- 
tral country, there shall be considered a line 
drawn from San Carlos on the wist, to 
Parido on the cant ; and there shall not be, 
on any part of that line, hostilities commit- 
ted on any side, the neutrality being under- 
stood, only that the individuals of jpoth na- 
tions may live freely under their respective 
laws, the Spanish subjects being judged by 
theirs, and the English by those of their 
nation. 
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III. There shall be on both sides a mu- 
tual restitution of prisoners, including not 
only those which have been taken since the 
arrival of the troops under Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, but also those his Britan- 
nic Majesty's subjects captured in South 
America puce the commencement of the 
War. 

IV. That for the promptest dispatch of 
the vessels and troops of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, there shall be no impediment thrown 
in the way of the supplies of provisions 
Which may be requested for Monte Video. 

V. A period of ten days from this" time is 
given for the re- embarkation of his Britan- 
nic Majesty's troops to pass to the north 
side of the river I. a Plata, with the arm-* 
that may be actually in their power, stores, 
and equipage, at the most convenient points 
which may be selected, and during this 
time provisions may be bold to them. 

VI. That the time of the delivery of 
the place and fortress of Monte Video, 
shall take place at the end of the two 
months fixed in the second article; the de- 
livery will be made in the terms it was 
found, with the artillery it had when taken. 

VI L Three officers of rank shall be deli- 
vered for and until the fulfilment of the 
above articles by both parties ; being well 
understood that his Britannic Majesty's of- 
ficers who have been on their parole, can- 
not serve against South America until their 
arrival in Europe. 

Done at the Fort of Buenos Ayres, the 
7th day of July, 1807, Signing two of 
one tenor. 
(Signed) JOHN WHITELOCKE. 
GEORGE MURRAY. 
SANTIAGO LINIERS. 
CESAR BALBIANI. 
BERNARDO VELASCOS. 



No. VII. 
ORDERS IN COUNCIL. 

At the-Queen's Palace, October 1, 1806, 

Present, the King's most excellent Majesty 

in Council. 

Whereas it hath been represented to his 
Majesty, that over and above the royal du- 
ties, and the consulate or municipal duties, 
payable upon divers articles exported from 
the city, town, and fortress of Buenos 
Ayres, and its dependencies, including 
therein all the terrritories belonging to or 
forming a part of the government of^ the 
•ame, a duty of two reals upon each ox 
hide, and of one real on each horse hide, 
exported, was levied and paid during the 
time the said city, town, and fortress of 
Buenos Ayres, and its dependencies were 
under the Spanish government ; and where- 



as the commander of his. Majesty'* force*, 
to whom the said city, town, and fofrttess 
have surrendered, has thought fit until hit 
Majesty's pleasure should be known, tor re- 
duce the said additional duty to one real 
upon each ox hide, and to make a propor- 
tionable reduction of the duty payable up- 
on each horse hide exported: his Majesty 
is thencefrom pleased to order and declare, 
that the said reduced duties, and no other, 
shall, until the further signi6cation of his 
Majesty's pleasure,continue to be paid upon 
each ox hide and horse hide exported as 
aforesaid, in British ships owned by his Ma- 

1'csty's subjects, and navigated according to 
aw ; or in ships bona fid* belonging to any 
of the subjects or native inhabitants of the 
.said city, town, and territories, such native 
inhabitants being peaceably resident within 
the same, and under the obedience of his 
Majesty's government there : and the Right 
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of 
his Majesty's Treasury, and the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, are to give the 
necessary directions herein as to them may 
respectively appertain. / 

(Signed) W. FAWKENER. 

No. VIII. 
ORDERS IN COUNCIL, 

At the Queen's Palace, Sept. 17,1806, 

Present, the King's most excellent Majesty 

in Council. 

Whereas the capital city, town, and foiw 
tress of Buenos Ayres, and its dependencies/ 
have been conquered by his Majesty** 
forces, and the territory and forts of the 
same are delivered up to his Majesty, and 
the same are now in' his Majesty's posses- 
sion, his Majesty is therefore pleased so or- 
der and declare, and it is hereby ordered 
and declared that all his loving subjects 
may lawfully trade to and from the said 
capital city, town, and fortress of Buenos 
Ayres and its dependencies, including 
therein all and every the territories be- 
longing to or forming a part of the go- 
vernment of the same, in British ships 
owned by his Majesty's subjects, and navi- 
gated according to law; or in ships fana 
fJe belonging to any of the subjects or na- 
tive inhabitants of the said city, town, or 
territories such native inhabitants being 
peaceably resident within the same and un- 
der the obedience of his Majesty's govern- 
ment there; and that such trade shall be 
subject to such duties, rules, regulations, 
conditions, restrictions, penalties and for- 
feitures to which the trade to and from his 
Majesty's colonies, plantations, and islands 
in tlie West Indies and South America is, 
or shall be subject by law, except as is 
hereafter specified. * 
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, And his Majesty >s further pleased to 
Order and declare, and it is hereby further 
ordered and declared, that all commodities 
being of the growjth, produce, or manufac- 
ture, of the said capital city, town and tor-, 
tress of Buenos Ayres, and its dependen- 
cies, including therein all and every the 
territories belonging to or forming a part 
of the government of the same, or which 
have been usually exported therefrom, shall 
be imported into any of the ports of the unit- 
ed kingdom in British ships owned by his 
■ Majesty's subjects, and navigated accord- 
ing to law ; or in ships bona fide belonging 
to any of the subjects or native inhabitants 
of the said city, town, or territories, touch 
native inhabitants being perceably resident 
. within the same, and render the obedience 
•f his Majesty's govern/nent there, and that 
such commodities shall be subject to the 
same duties, rules, regulations, conditions, 
penalties, and forfeitures as articles of the 
like sort are subject to, coming from hi* 
Majesty's colonies, plantations, or islands 
in the West Indies or South America. 

And whereas information has been re- 
ceived that the commander of his Majesty's 
forces to whom the said city, town and for- 
• tress have surrendered, has reduced tike du- 
ties on importation into the same, from 
about thirty-four and an half per cent, ad 
valorem, to ten per cent, ad valorem, and two 
and an half per cent, for the consulate or 
i. municipal duties, making in the whole, 
\ twelve and one half per cent, on articles 
r imported into the said place and its depen- 
dencies, in British ships owned by his Ma- 
jesty's subjects and navigated according to 
law ; or in ships bona fife belonging to any 
of the subjects or native inhabitants of the 
said city, town, or territories, such' native 
inhabitants being peaceably resident within 
the same, and under the obedience of his 
Majeny's government there; his Majesty 
ik therefore pleased to order and declare 
that the said reduced duties shall continue 
to be levied, and no other, on all articles 
imported, with the exception of German 
linens, which are to continue to be subject 
to the same duties as were paid thereon be- 
fore the conquest of the said place by his 
majesty's arms until his Majesty's pleasure 
shall be further signified. And it is hereby 
further ordered, that it shall not be lawful 
for any slave or slaves to be lauded or im- 
ported or brought into the said city, town 
and fortress of Buenos Ayres, and its de- 
pendencies, including therein all and every 
the territories belonging to or forming a 
part of the government of the same as 
aforesaid, upon pain that all .laves to land- 
ed, imported, gr brought, together with the 



vessels bringing in die same, or from which 
the same shall be landed, and their cargoes 
shall become forfeited to his Majesty, his 
heirs, and successors : provided always that 
this prohibition shall not extend to the se- 
veral cases of slaves bona fide employed in 
navigating any ships trading to or from 
the said place, or of slaves bona fide employ- 
ed as domestic. slaves, and coming into tn« 
said place with their masters, or of slaves 
in any manner employed in hi* Majesty's 
naval or military, service; and the Right 
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of 
his Majesty's Treasury, and the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, are to give the 
necessary directions therein as to them may 
respectively appertain. 

(Signed) W. FAWKENER. 

No. IX. 
Copy of a Letter from General Elio. 

July 8, 1807. 
Sir — By the order of the Spanish Gene* 
ral D. Santiago de Liniers, I answer to the 
letter brought by your flag of truce re- 
specting the surrender of this capital, by 
saying that nothing relative to the laying 
down our arms will be attended to. That 
the Spanish General has a sufficient num- 
ber of brave troops, commanded by brave 
chiefs, full of desire Xo die in defence of 
their country, and that this is the moment' 
to shew their patriotism. 

1 remain, &c. Colonel ELIO. 



No. X. 
Written Instructions of Major RoACII. 
. Major Roach will proceed with a flag of 
truce immediately after day-light htto 
Buenos Ayres. I ie will aslc for the military 
commandant, and summon, to spare tht 
further effusion of blood, that the town 
should surrender. If it is necessary, though 
1 wish to avoid any definitive declaration, 
the only terms that will be granted are, 
that all military and civil officers and sol- 
diers shall be prisoners of war,; that all the 
English in the possession of the Spaniards 
shall be given un with sufficient hostages ; 
that a free exercise of the Roman catholic 
religion will be granted ; that all private 
property shall be respected, provided the 
owner takes an oath of fidelity to the British 
government, and does not break through 
the observance of it. 

(Signed) . J.L.GOWER, Maj.-Gen. 

No. XI. 

Central Orders for tie Aituci on the Toivn of 

Buenos Ayres on the Illuming of the otb July. 

The U8th regimentjiinderSirSam. Auch- 

xnuty, to detach and posses* itseif of the 
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Plaza del Tores, and the adjacent strong 
ground, and then take post 

The 5th,S6th,87thand88th,reg?ments to 
be divided into wings, and each wing to pe- 
netrate into the street directly in its front. 

The light battalions divided into wings, 
•ach followed by a wing of the 95th regi- 
ment, and a three pounder to proceed 
down the two streets in the right of the 
central one, and the 45th regiment down 
the two -djoining; and after clearing the 
streets of tne enemy, to take post at the 
Residencia. 

Two six pounders covered by the carbi- 
neers and three troops of the 9th light dra- 
goons, to proceed along the central street. 
The remainder of the carbineers and dra- 
goons as a reserve in the centre. 

Each division to proceed along the street 
directly in its front, till it arrives at the 
last square of houses next the river Plata ; 
of which it is to possess itself, forming on 
the Hat roofs, ana there wait for further 
orders. 

The 95th regiment to occupy two of the 
most commanding situations from which it 
can annoy the enemy. 

Two corporals, with tools, to march at 
the head ofeach colnmn, for the purpose of 
breaking open the doors. 

Thewholetobe unloaded, and no firing 
fo be permitted until the columns reach 
their final points and form. 

A cannonade In the centre to.be the sig- 
nal for the whole to move forward. 



No. XII. 
Copy of a Letter from Liduten ant- Colonel Guard 
to Lieutenant-General Whitelocie', 
Sir, Buenos Ayres, 8/£ July 1807, 

In answer to your enquiries respecting 
the town of Buenos Ayrcs, it is my opi- 
nion, from what I have seen and heard, that 
had the town been bombarded, so little 
were the inhabitants under the controul of 
their officers, that the prisoners would have 
been in the most imminent danger. 

1 am, Sir, &c. 



No. XIII. 
JL(P',rt made by M^pr Nichijlls,of the 43t& 
Regiment, of the Operations of the Pert of 
the Corps under his Co?nmand, from the morn- 
ing of the 5th Lo the middle of the 6th July. 
According to orders, having proceeded, 
nn the signal gun being fired, clown the 
street pointed out to me, I occupied the 
Residencia before Lieutenant-Colonel 
Guard came up, who, upon finding that, 
declared his intention of commumcating 
$virh Brigadier-General Craufurd, and I 
vpaited till his return. In the mean time I 



• ■ ■ • ■ 

possessed myself of all the houses, and 
cleared them of aH the enemy who had occu-i 
pied them. I then judged it consistent with 
my orders to support the rjght column, 
and was proceeding for that purpose with 
the hope that we should be joined by j 
some other column. A union flag was 
hoisted at a distance yesterday, but to my 
great mortification is was again withdrawn 
about 3 o'clock P. M. In tne morning the 
enemy pressed - on us very much, but re- 
tired before our column, and we took twb 
brass guns ; Captain Whittingham arrived 
this day with the grenadier company of the 
40th, and will deliver this report to your 
Excellency. The enemy discharged a piece 
of cannon against us, upon which we 
charged in a column of sections and sus- 
tained little loss; having dispersed them, 
we secured their tumbrils and returned to 
the Residencia, one of the pieces of cannon 
being spiked. The men behaved like grif- 
fins, Ted on in a very gallant style by Major 
Tolly. We feel it our duty to retain this 
station during your Excellency's pleasure. 
We have a supply of provisions for two . 
days, and only want our artillery officer 
and some men for the cannon, with which i 
we can. completely command the vacant 
street, 1 trust your Excellency will excuse 
this detail. Tne enemy has lost in this 
Quarter from 50 to 100, and our men, 
through motives of humanity, made some 
prisoners. 

(Signed) W, N1CHOLLS. 

Major, 45th regiment. 

No. XIV. 

Letter from General JVhitelocke to Rear Admiral 

Murray , dated Plaza del Toros, 6th July, 

Dear Admiral, 
I arrived here about one hour since, in 
order to ascertain what more can be done 
by the gallantry and exertions of the army 
under my command. We have suffered i 
much in every way since I had the pleasure * 
of seeing you, which seldom, under any 
circumstances, has been equalled. Of one 
thing you may be assured, and that is. that 
Spanish America never can be English, as 
the inveteracy of every class of inhabitants 
is beyond belief. Come to me without loss 
of time. I will send you Major-General 
Gower, in consequence of a letter I re- 
ceived. I am, &c. 

JOHN WHTTELOCKE, 
Commander in Chief. 
The four gun-boats have been working 
with great effect, and if the business goes 
on naval assistance will go a great way 
towards the accomplishment of our plan. 



T. Gillet, Primer, Crowm-court, 
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